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May gives 
all workers 
new rights 
to time off 


Manifesto targets family illness and mental health 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 

Employees will be promised today the 
right to take up to a year off work to care 
for family members with illness or 
disability. 

In what Theresa May will claim is the 
“greatest extension of rights and 
protections for employees by any 
Conservative government” she will 
also commit her party to introducing 
statutory child bereavement leave and 
the right to request time off work for 
training. 

The moves form part of a series of 
manifesto pledges aimed at rebranding 
the Tories as the party for workers. 
They will also include a crackdown on 
abuses in the so-called gig economy 
with new rules likely to extend mater- 
nity and sickness pay to workers who 
are at present classed as self-employed. 

All listed companies will be required 
to appoint a non-executive director to 
act as an employee representative at 
board level, while new powers will be 
created to block takeovers that could 
have an impact on the sustainability of 
pension funds. 

The policies, drawn up by the prime 
minister’s aides, mark a decisive shift 
away from the party’s traditional busi- 
ness-first approach and are likely to 
create tensions with industry. 

The plans include: 

• A new “statutory right to leave” for 
people whose family members require 
full-time care. The proposal would give 
workers the right to take between 13 
and 52 weeks off while retaining their 
employment rights. The leave would 
not be paid but employees would be 


guaranteed to return to their job at their 
existing salary once the period was 
over. 

• A new law to prevent employers dis- 
criminating against workers suffering 
from mental ill health. The Tories will 
amend the Equalities Act to protect 
people suffering from depression, anxi- 
ety and bipolar disorders from being 
unfairly dismissed. 

• The party will also propose to intro- 
duce a two -week paid child bereave- 
ment leave and to guarantee planned 
increases in the national minimum 
wage until 2022. 

A package of measures will aim to 
prevent corporate abuses after the BHS 
pension scandal. The Pensions Regula- 
tor will be given new powers to inspect 
takeovers that could have an impact on 
the sustainability of a pension fund. It 
will also consult on options to give em- 
ployers the same rights as big share- 
holders to receive information about 
takeovers, asset disposals and signifi- 
cant reorganisations. 

Last night senior business figures 
warned the Conservatives against in- 
troducing “new regulations and bur- 
dens” at a time when Brexit was already 
causing “significant uncertainty”. 

This will be rejected by Mrs May, 
who will say that leaving the European 
Union presents an opportunity to rede- 
fine the relationship between employ- 
ers and employees. 

“I said I would use Brexit to extend 
the protections and rights that workers 
enjoy, and our manifesto will deliver 
exactly that,” she is expected to say on 
a campaign visit today. “By working 
Continued on page 2, col 3 
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Sealed with a kiss Emmanuel Macron and his wife, Brigitte Trogneux, before he 
was sworn in as French president at a ceremony in Paris yesterday. Pages 30-31 


Experts told 
minister last 
year of NHS 
hacking risk 


Sean O’Neill Chief Reporter 

Fiona Hamilton Crime & Security Editor 

Jeremy Hunt was warned last summer 
that NHS organisations were failing to 
prioritise cybersecurity and continued 
to use obsolete computer systems. 

Almost a year before an attack that 
paralysed healthcare systems the Care 
Quality Commission and Dame Fiona 
Caldicott, the national data guardian, 
wrote to the health secretary to point 
out a worrying “lack of understanding 
of security issues” and that “the exter- 
nal cyberthreat is becoming a bigger 
consideration”. 

Their letter last July proposed a 13- 
point plan to ensure that leaders of 
NHS bodies improved cybersecurity. 
These included the replacement of 
obsolete IT systems “as a matter of 
urgency”, drawing up a list of “at risk” 
organisations, requiring health organi- 
sations to “provide evidence they are 
taking steps to improve cybersecurity” 
and putting “harsher sanctions in 
place” for security breaches. 

The recommendations came after a 
review by Dame Fiona that found “sig- 
nificant use of software within the sec- 
tor that is no longer supported by the 
manufacturer . . . leaving systems ex- 
posed to common types of 
cyberattack”. The report said that the 
continued use of outdated systems was 
“one of the most pressing issues facing 
IT infrastructure” in the NHS. 

Mr Hunt has not featured in the gov- 
ernment’s public response to the crisis 
although he attended the Cobra emer- 
gency committee in Whitehall on Sat- 
urday and was said to be engaged in 
meetings at the Department of Health 
yesterday. 

The continued use of the Windows 
XP platform on tens of thousands of 
computers is thought to have made the 
NHS particularly vulnerable to Friday’s 
ransomware attack, which led to can- 
celled procedures, abandoned appoint- 
ments and patients without medication 
at hospitals and GP surgeries across 
England and Scotland. The attack, 
which used the Wanna Decryptor 
worm, was unprecedented in its scale 
with Europol saying that it had affected 
200,000 bodies in at least 150 countries. 
Victims ranged from Renault car plants 
Continued on page 6, col 1 


Airshow safety fear 
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Korean missile test 


House price warning 

House prices in built-up areas 
could be forced lower after 
estate agents revealed that 
pollution levels have become 
an increasingly important 
issue for buyers. Page 4 


Bafta TV awards 

Damilola, Our Loved Boy, a 
drama about the murder of the 
schoolboy Damilola Taylor, 
was the biggest winner at the 
Baftas last night with awards 
in two categories. Page 9 


Safety measures imposed after 
the Shoreham air disaster may 
be making airshows more 
dangerous. Pilots said that 
they felt distracted and under 
more pressure. Page 24 


North Korea launched a 
second ballistic missile in two 
weeks despite warnings of 
military retaliation from the 
US and a pledge by South 
Korea to open talks. Page 31 


Jobless rate ‘to rise’ 

The unemployment rate is 
predicted to increase next 
year as rising inflation takes 
its toll on the economy. 
Retailers are expected to be 
particularly affected. Page 37 


Hamilton wins duel 

Lewis Hamilton said that his 
battle with Sebastian Vettel 
was the “rawest” that he 
could remember after a 
thrilling victory in the Spanish 
Grand Prix. Pages 62-63 
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MILITARY ACTS 
TO EASE STRAIN 

The army is using 
Greek tragedies 
to help treat 
post-traumatic 
stress disorder 

NEWS PAGE 13 
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DIET FADS MEET 
THEIR MATCH 

A website for 
people with 
eating disorders is 
debunking myths 
over health food 
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Saracens retained 
the Champions Cup 
and are likely to get 
better still, writes 
Owen Slot 
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COMMENT 

We are locked in a race with hackers in which 
permanent victory or defeat is impossible 

MATT RIDLEY, PAGE 25 



DINNER 6 

TONIGHT A 

Moroccan roast i 
tomato soup V 
I’m kicking off a \ 

week of recipes 
celebrating national 
vegetarian week with 
this special soup. The 
cooking is done in the 
oven, the tomatoes, 
peppers and shallots 
pureed and thinned 
with stock. The nectar 
is flavoured with 
saffron and honey, a 
blend I discovered in 
Morocco. It’s mindless 
to make, superlative to 
eat and good with a 
dollop of tomorrow’s 
luscious beetroot and 
red pepper puree. 
Serves 4 Prep 20 min 
Cook 45 min 
Ingredients: 

12 tomatoes, 1 tbsp 


olive oil, 3 shallots, 

1 Romano red pepper, 
125g, 500ml vegetable 
or light chicken stock, 
generous pinch saffron 
thread, 1-2 tsp honey. 
Turn the oven to 
200C/gas mark 6. 

Halve the tomatoes 
and arrange, cut-side 
up, on a foil-lined, 
shallow roasting tin. 
Season with salt, 
pepper and olive oil. 
Slash the shallot skins 
lengthways to avoid 
bursting. Place at the 
edge of the tin. Place 
on a lower shelf in the 
oven and when the 


oven comes up to 
temperature, place the 
pepper on its own 
) tray on a top shelf. 

Cook the pepper 
W for 20 minutes until 
blistered and 
blackened. Transfer to 
a plate, cover with 
clingfilm and rest for 
10 mins before 
removing skin and 
seeds. Check the 
tomatoes are squashy, 
the shallots soft. Tip 
toms and juices, 
peeled shallots and 
pepper in a food 
processor bowl with 
half the stock. Blitz 
smooth, pass through 
a sieve (to catch pips), 
into a pan. Soften the 
saffron in 1 tbsp boiling 
water. Add saffron and 
honey, salt and pepper 
to taste. 

Lindsey Bareham 
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Why pay more? Save money on your daily 
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THE WEATHER 



Rain will spread towards eastern 
regions and will be heaviest in the 
north and west. Full forecast, page 53 
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Nurses threaten first strike 
in a century over pay curbs 


Kat Lay Health Correspondent 

Nurses working in the NHS could 
strike for the first time in 100 years in a 
row over pay. 

The Royal College of Nursing has 
warned the government to prepare for 
a “summer of discontent” followed by 
potential industrial action unless 
nurses get a pay rise. 

Delegates at the RCN congress in 
Liverpool voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of a “summer of protest activity”, 
which sources said could include dem- 
onstrations outside hospitals and 
marches, as well as direct targeting of 
MPs. 

The body says that the 1 per cent cap 
on public sector pay rises — set to con- 
tinue until at least 2019-20 — means 
that the average nurse has suffered a 
real-terms pay cut of 14 per cent since 
2010 . 

Should the next government fail to 
heed their calls, the RCN will launch a 
formal ballot for industrial action in the 
autumn. Both Labour and the Liberal 


Democrats are expected to commit to 
lifting the cap. 

The decision follows an informal on- 
line poll by the college, launched in late 
April, which found almost four in every 
five nurses working in the NHS backed 
strike action. 

The survey, which had 52,434 re- 
spondents out of 270,000 members, al- 
so found that nine in ten backed indus- 
trial action short of a strike. 

Janet Davies, chief executive and 
general secretary of the RCN, warned 
in her speech to the congress: “We’re 
not going to take it any more. 

“The RCN has never been on strike. 
We’ve never even balloted our mem- 
bers. But 41,000 of you feel so strongly 
about the way you’re being asked to pay 
for the UK’s economic problems that 
you’re prepared to take this historic, un- 
precedented step.” 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies has 
estimated that each extra 1 per cent in- 
crease in pay costs about £500 million. 

Ms Davies urged nurses to use the 
summer to persuade their colleagues of 


the necessity to vote in a ballot and so 
ensure that the union had a strong 
enough mandate under the Trade 
Union Act. 

She promised, however, that patient 
care would not suffer. “There will be 
someone there to look after the 
patients. Whether there will be some- 
one there to do the other things is yet to 
be determined,” she said. 

According to research by the RCN, 
there are 40,000 vacant nursing posts 
in the NHS at present. 

A spokesman for the Conservative 
Party said the government had to “take 
difficult decisions on pay” because of an 
inherited deficit, adding: “We’ve priori- 
tised increasing the number of nurses 
to help those already working hard, 
with 12,100 more on our wards since 
2010. 

“But in truth the only way we can in- 
crease NHS funding, staffing or pay is 
to get a good Brexit deal so the eco- 
nomy prospers in the years ahead and 
only the strong and stable leadership of 
Theresa May can deliver that.” 


Sturgeon: Scotland may rejoin EU in stages 


Daniel Sanderson 

An independent Scotland may adopt a 
“phased” approach to joining the EU by 
first agreeing a looser Norway-style 
relationship with Brussels, Nicola Stur- 
geon has said. 

The Scottish first minister said that 
“by necessity” Scotland might pursue 
membership of the European Free 
Trade Association (Efta). Although she 
still wanted Scotland to be a full EU 
member, she conceded that the process 
might have to happen in stages. 

Asked on The Andrew Marr Show 
whether that could mean Efta mem- 
bership first and EU membership later, 
she said: “It may be by necessity, even if 
we didn’t want that. We have to set that 


out at the time because there are still 
some uncertainties, many uncertain- 
ties, around the Brexit process.” 

Some in the SNP believe that Ms 
Sturgeon should back a looser relation- 
ship with Europe, as it would offer flexi- 
bility over signing up to strict fishing 
quota rules, which are unpopular with 
the industry, and allow a separate trade 
deal to be negotiated with England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

The approach may prove more 
attractive to the large number of Yes 
voters in the 2014 independence refer- 
endum who also backed Brexit. 

Opponents of the strategy fear advo- 
cating anything other than full EU 
membership would come across to 
voters as cynical and confusing, espe- 


cially as leaving has led to calls for a new 
referendum. Efta would offer single 
market membership but Scottish min- 
isters would have no say over the rules 
they would have to abide by. 

Ms Sturgeon has said that she would 
set out detailed plans before a new inde- 
pendence vote, which she wants to hold 
by early 2019 but has so far been 
blocked by the UK government. 

She also tried to resurrect her blue- 
print for keeping Scotland in the single 
market as part of the UK, a document 
that has been dismissed by the West- 
minster government. 

Jackson Carlaw, the deputy leader of 
the Scottish Conservatives, said that 
Ms Sturgeon’s position on Europe had 
“descended into complete chaos”. 


Red Tories 
learn from 
Brussels 

Analysis 

I t is already being 
described as the 
Tories’ “red” 
manifesto (Oliver 
Wright writes). 
New workers’ rights, 
a crackdown on 
corporate excess and 
a symbolic pledge to 
launch a new 
programme of council 
house building. 

Even before the full 
details are released 
later this week one 
thing is clear: Theresa 
May intends to use 


her own electoral 
mandate to move 
the party in a very 
different direction 
from that of her 
predecessor. 

Part of this new 
approach is cold 
electoral calculation. 
Mrs May and her 
aides see Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership of 
Labour as a unique 
opportunity to re- 
draw the electoral 
landscape. 

Working-class 
voters in northern 
Labour heartlands 
are, for the first time, 
considering 
something that has 
been previously 
unconscionable: 
voting for the hated 
Tories. This week’s 


manifesto will be an 
attempt to show them 
that Mrs May has 
their interests at 
heart. The lesson she 
drew from the Brexit 
referendum was that 
the vote to leave the 
EU was as much a 
howl of outrage at 
Westminster as it 
was a rejection of 
Brussels. Many feel 
that successive 
governments have 
been too close to 
business. One of the 
ironies of Brexit is 
that Mrs May seems 
intent on taking a 
more European and 
interventionist 
approach to 
capitalism just as 
we’re heading for the 
exit door. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Conservative manifesto 

with business, reducing taxes and deal- 
ing with the deficit we have delivered 
steady improvements to the economic 
prospects of working people. Now is the 
time to lock in that economic growth 
and ensure the proceeds are spread to 
everyone in our country. 

“Our plans will be the greatest 
expansion in workers’ rights by any 
Conservative government in history.” 

Mrs May will promise to implement 
the recommendations of the Taylor 
review into the gig economy. This is 
expected to conclude that a growing 
number of companies are abusing the 
law by taking on supposedly self-em- 
ployed workers for jobs previously 
carried out by salaried staff. It is expect- 
ed to call for much stricter rules on 
what constitutes genuine self-employ- 
ment, with companies banned from im- 
posing any “control” or sanction over 
workers who are classed as self- 
employed. It may also recommend ex- 
tending statutory maternity and sick 
pay to genuine self-employed workers. 

There will be a renewed focus on 
helping people to return to the labour 
market after taking time out either to 
look after children or to care for family 
members. The party will pledge to in- 
troduce a programme of “returnships” 
in the private and public sector, with the 
promise of new funding to pay for it. 

Employees who want to retrain or to 
improve their skills will have formal 
rights to request time off from their 


employer. Adam Marshall, director- 
general of the British Chambers of 
Commerce, said that industry would 
view the manifesto pledges with 
caution. 

“While there is little appetite in the 
business communities I represent for a 
roll-back of employment rights as the 
UK leaves the EU, businesses worry 
about the prospect of costly or bureau- 
cratic new obligations, no matter how 


well intentioned,” he said. Sir Michael 
Fallon, the defence secretary, admitted 
yesterday that a key pledge on housing 
would not have new funding. Mrs May 
had told The Sunday Times that the 
Tories would support local authorities 
to build a new generation of council 
homes to help to fix the “broken” hous- 
ing market. Ministers refused to specify 
how many new homes would be built. 
Election 2017, pages 10-12 
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Poison blamed in case of mass wisteria 


CATERS NEWS AGENCY 



Noel Cleave and his wife, 
Rosemary, have been left 
heartbroken by the loss of 
the plant they have 
lovingly tended for nearly 
half a century 


Rosemary Bennett 

One of the biggest and most beautiful 
wisteria in the country has died in mys- 
terious circumstances and its owners 
and neighbours fear it was deliberately 
poisoned. 

Noel Cleave, 78, and his wife Rose- 
mary, 76, planted the climber around 
their 19th-century cottage in Crudwell, 
Wiltshire, almost 50 years ago. 

It achieved national fame in 2015 
when photographs of the stunning 
spectacle with its beautiful purple flow- 
ers in full bloom were widely published 
as it reached 250ft in length. The pic- 
ture postcard cottage soon became a 
tourist attraction. But it seems that its 
celebrity status may have led to an 
underhand act. 

Within weeks the plant began to die, 
right at the time when it is usually at its 
most robust. 

Today the front wall of the cottage is 
totally bare after the devastated 
Cleaves were resigned to cutting down 
the last remaining dead branches. 

Mr Cleave, a retired RAF flight lieu- 
tenant and navigator, began investi- 
gating what could have killed off his be- 
loved wisteria so swiftly, consulting a 
number of leading horticulturists to 
help him. 

The plant’s greatest enemy is a sharp 
spring frost but that was ruled out due 
to the time of year. It also needs plenty 
of water but dehydration was discount- 
ed as it was so well cared for by the 
couple. 

Other blights such as scale insect, 
honey fungus and root rot were also 
ruled out for lack of evidence and all 
three infestations leave a distinc- 
tive mark. 

“Right after photos of it were 
published online, about three 
weeks later, all of a sudden at the 
leaves curled and by August it 
had died completely,” Mr 
Cleave said. “Obviously 
nobody’s died but we 
were heartbroken 
to find it had just 
stopped grow- 
ing, it’s devastat- 
ing. 

“I spoke to 
everyone in the 
horticultural 
world who I could 
get hold of to ask 
what in the world 
could have poss- 
ibly stopped the 
wisteria growing. 

“The answer was 
nothing and all the 
natural causes that 
are generally the case 
simply could not have 
happened during the 
summer.” Mr Cleave 


was forced to conclude that 
it was deliberately de- 
stroyed by a callous act of 
vandalism. “For one act of 
vandalism to destroy 


something I planted 45 years ago which 
meant so much to us and others is hor- 
rendous. I cannot think why anyone 
would do such a thing,” he said. 

It was so soon after all the publicity 


the magnificent plant had attracted 
that Mr Cleave first suspected someone 
had used a product called syn chemical 
brush killer (SBK) used for brambles 
and weeds. 

“There was an odd smell at a root but 
SBK doesn’t normally smell so perhaps 
an excessive amount was used. That 
was the only slight hint for of the cause 
for the wisteria’s deterioration,” he 
added. The couple had hoped that the 
plant would recover but it did not 
bloom in spring last year or this year 
and they were forced to accept their 
climber was a lost cause. 

Mr and Mrs Cleave, who have over 
the years transformed what were two 
derelict farm cottages that were built in 
about 1800 into a family home, are now 
left to tell disappointed visitors what 
has happened. 

Mr Cleave said that pulling down the 
last leaves, twigs and branches was like 
a death. 

“It’s a bit like burying someone away 
really after all the grieving, like that’s it 
gone,” he added. 

Chelsea display tackles class, page 14 


Jilly Cooper’s secret to avoiding offence 


How the right takeaway can 
deliver students top marks 


George Sandeman 

Jilly Cooper has revealed that the 
method for naming characters in her 
books was not just designed to grab 
readers’ attention — it was also to avoid 
being hauled before the courts. 

The novelist, 80, has revealed that 
she used the names of English towns 
and villages to avoid accidentally nam- 
ing someone in real life, who could take 
legal action. 

Her novels depict badly behaved 
aristocrats who spend as much time 
seducing stable girls and trophy wives 
as they do applying themselves to the 
equestrian circuit. 

Cooper spoke to the family history 
website Find My Past and said that she 


was thorough in her efforts not to asso- 
ciate anybody with her morally 
questionable characters. 

“You have to be very careful not to 
use real people’s names by mistake, as 
they might sue you if they behave badly 
in the story,” she said. “I find it safer to 
use towns and villages for surnames.” 

Basil Baddingham is one such exam- 
ple that follows her system. The polo- 
playing character owns Bar Sinister in 
the novels and shares his name with the 
small Suffolk parish of Badingham. 

Lysander Hawkley, known as the 
“man who makes husbands jealous” 
due to his showy exploits, and Dame 
Hermione Harefield — a yummy 
mummy who has several flings — also 
have surnames inspired by places. One 


of Cooper’s most notorious characters 
is Rupert Campbell-Black, the dashing 
ladies’ man who charms his way into 
the affections of many women before 
winning an Olympic medal. 

The stud is one of the few characters 
who Ms Cooper has admitted the real- 
life inspiration behind, citing Andrew 
Parker Bowles, Rupert Lycett-Green 
and the Earl of Suffolk as influences. 

However, she was keen to emphasise 
that their style and “aristocratic glam- 
our” were the only common traits she 
incorporated into her character. 

The author revealed on Desert Island 
Discs last year that she was working on 
a new book inspired by her local 
football team and planned to call it 
Tackle. 


George Sandeman 

Takeaways may be a boon for stu- 
dents, but only if they choose wisely. 

Researchers at Boston University in 
the US tracked the eating habits of 
nearly 1,400 adults for ten years and 
found that intake of choline, which is 
found in egg yolks, improved perform- 
ance in some memory tests. 

Dishes such as egg fried rice and 
Fiorentina pizza could be good addi- 
tions to a student diet, with the latter’s 
topping of spinach, which is rich in folic 
acid, also useful for staving off 
sluggishness. 

Neapolitan pizza could provide an 


edge in exams because its olives, capers 
and anchovies contain high levels of 
polyphenols, which are associated with 
increased cognitive function. 

Chicken tikka masala contains tur- 
meric, which contains compounds that 
can help brain cell development. Falafel 
is made of chickpeas, which are a 
source of protein and also contain rela- 
tively high levels of magnesium, which 
is linked to improved sleep and brain 
function. 

Just Eat, the online takeaway 
provider, has begun a tour of ten uni- 
versity campuses to serve these sug- 
gested takeaway dishes provided by 
local restaurants. 
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AVALON 


Spirit of the age Espirito Caluanda by Antonio Ole is just one of the works that will be sold in Sotheby’s inaugural sale of modern and contemporary African art tomorrow 


London’s best addresses to 
come with air quality alert 


Tom Whipple 

Mayfair and Park Lane may top the 
Monopoly board but they could soon be 
considered just as undesirable as Old 
Kent Road and Whitechapel — at least 
on one crucial measure. 

Estate agents have said that pollution 
has become an increasingly important 
consideration for buyers, so much so 
that property listings may adapt to in- 
form people of the air quality in their 
neighbourhood. 

“I don’t think it will be long before it 
is compulsory to display pollution in- 
formation on listings,” Mark Hayward, 
chief executive of the National Associa- 
tion of Estate Agents, said. 

This would mean that traditionally 
expensive areas in the middle of cities 
would come with a health warning, put- 
ting them on par with properties along 
busy routes. In London, much of the 
centre, including areas where proper- 
ties go for tens of millions of pounds, 
regularly exceeds safe air quality levels. 
In contrast, properties in the suburbs, 


especially those away from major 
roads, might look a lot more attractive. 

Estate agents have said that buyers 
are already asking about pollution 
levels. A spokesman for Garrington, a 
London property consultancy, said that 
its clients, particularly those looking for 
central London properties, were factor- 
ing in air quality. 

“Househunters wish to know the ins 
and outs of not only the property 
market and its location but also which 
areas have high or low emissions and 
what exactly is being done to either im- 
prove or reduce them. 

“Prospective buyers want to live in a 
safer, cleaner environment and there- 
fore... look to move further from the 
centre and compromise on conve- 
nience to negotiate for a healthier exis- 
tence. This, in the long run, may affect 
house prices adversely in some 
locations.” 

Scientists have blamed air pollution 
for the premature deaths of more than 
40,000 people a year in the UK. In 
London in particular, air quality is 


among the worst in Europe. One of 
Sadiq Khan’s key pledges upon becom- 
ing mayor was to significantly reduce 
emissions in the capital. He has 
planned an “ultra low emission zone” 
for 2020, in which the most polluting 
vehicles will have to pay an extra fee on 
top of the congestion charge to enter 
central London. Unlike the congestion 
charge, it would apply at off-peak times 
as well as during the busiest hours. 

In January, he issued a “very high” air 
pollution alert for the first time under a 
new warning system. This meant that 
residents were advised to limit strenu- 
ous activity outdoors while those at risk 
were advised to stay inside. Mr Khan 
has described London’s pollution levels 
as shameful. 

Henry Pryor, a property agent, said 
he now regularly factored in pollution 
before meeting a client. “If a house is in 
a highly polluted area, such as near a 
train line, it might go for 15 per cent less 
than a similar property in a less pollut- 
ed zone,” he said. 

Leading article, page 29 


Ice cream van fumes ‘toxic for children’ 


Tom Whipple 

Fumes from ice cream vans are potent- 
ially dangerous to queueing children, 
an investigation claims. 

The exhausts on ageing models 
churn out a form of carbon linked to 
asthma and other respiratory prob- 
lems, making the area around station- 
ary vans a pollution hot spot, according 
to readings from a selection of vehicles. 

Diesel ice cream vans usually run 


their engines even while stationary in 
order to power their freezers. This can 
lead to high levels of “black carbon”, 
produced by incomplete combustion. 

An investigation by The Mail on Sun- 
day found that levels were so high, some 
families were exposed to 40 times the 
limit recommended by the World 
Health Organisation. 

Experts said that readings, particu- 
larly around older vans, risked trigger- 
ing an asthma attack in children. Newer 


models are fitted with filters to remove 
the sooty particles. 

Black carbon is one of a number of 
particulate pollutants produced by die- 
sel vehicles. The United States Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency said it 
considered it a global environmental 
problem. 

It added: “Inhalation of black carbon 
is associated with health problems in- 
cluding respiratory and cardiovascular 
disease, cancer and even birth defects.” 


Police boss 
told to resign 
over teenager 

A deputy police and crime commis- 
sioner has been asked to resign follow- 
ing an alleged sexual deception. 

The allegation relates to when he was 
working as an undercover police 
officer. Andy Coles, who is Cam- 
bridgeshire and Peterborough’s deputy 
police and crime commissioner and 
also a local councillor, has been accused 
of manipulating a 19-year-old political 
activist into having a sexual 
relationship with him during the 1990s. 

The woman, known only as “Jessica”, 
has alleged that Mr Coles groomed her, 
and said she would take legal action 
against police. In 2015, the former 



Andy Coles has 
been accused of 
sexual deception 


police officer was elected as a Conserv- 
ative councillor in Peterborough, and 
last July was appointed to the paid post 
of commissioner. 

The Guardian reported that Mr Coles 
had gone undercover to spy on the 
work of animal rights groups. 

Mr Coles, and the office of Jason 
Ablewhite, the police and crime 
commissioner for Cambridgeshire, 
have been contacted and neither has 
commented. 

Dave Baigent, a Labour councillor, 
has requested an extraordinary 
meeting of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough police and crime panel to 
discuss the allegations. 

Daniel Zeichner, Labour’s parlia- 
mentary candidate for Cambridge, said 
that Mr Coles “should do the honoura- 
ble thing and resign”. 


Fatal teenage stabbing 

An 18-year-old man has died 
after he and two other teenagers 
were found with stab wounds in 
Enfield, north London, on 
Saturday night. All three were 
taken to hospital but one died 
soon after arriving. The other 
two, aged 17 and 19, are expected 
to recover from their injuries. 

The dead man has not been 
identified formally and a post 
mortem is expected to take place 
shortly. Last night Scotland Yard 
said that no arrests had been 
made. 

Criticism over Assange 

Ecuador criticised the Swedish 
authorities for the “serious lack of 
progress” in dealing with Julian 
Assange, the Wikileaks founder 
who has been living inside its 
embassy in London for almost 
five years. He was questioned six 
months ago in the presence of 
Swedish officials over a sex 
allegation, which he denies, but 
prosecutors have yet to issue any 
declaration on the situation. 

Airport bomb scare 

A controlled explosion has been 
carried out on a suspicious 
package that led to the 
evacuation of Leeds Bradford 
airport on Saturday. Flights were 
delayed and passengers were 
reported to be stuck on grounded 
planes as the situation was dealt 
with. West Yorkshire police said 
inquiries were continuing, 
although it is not believed to have 
been “malicious or terror-related”. 

Man dies on mountain 

A man has died after falling 
while walking on a mountain in 
Snowdonia. He slipped on Tryfan 
and was airlifted to hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. 
The man and his daughter, 
believed to be from the south of 
England, were trying to climb 
down the mountain but turned 
back when they realised it was 
too steep, a rescue official said. 

He then fell during their ascent. 

Da Vinci distress call 

The Oxfam shop in Swansea has 
told donors to stop taking in 
secondhand copies of The Da 
Vinci Code , Dan Brown’s 2003 
mystery about Opus Dei, because 
it already has too many it cannot 
sell. Phil Broadhurst, the shop’s 
manager, said that he gets one 
copy a day but would rather 
people donated vinyl records, 
sales of which he says have risen 
by 25 per cent in the past year. 
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Tiny vegan club promoted to the Football League 


Kaya Burgess 

A team from a tiny Gloucestershire 
town that play their home games in a 
solar-powered stadium on a Cotswold 
hill with organic turf on the pitch won a 
historic first promotion to the Football 
League yesterday. 

Forest Green Rovers, funded by Dale 
Vince, the green energy innovator and 
former New Age traveller, beat Tran- 
mere Rovers at Wembley in the 
National League play-off final to clinch 
their place in League 2. 

Seven years ago the club was on the 
brink of relegation from the division, 
surviving only after the liquidation of 


another club. It was also in dire finan- 
cial straits and approached Mr Vince, 
asking him to help to tide it over the 
summer break. 

The club’s home at the New Lawn 
stadium has a capacity of 5,140 and 
could almost fit every one of the 5,800 
residents in Nailsworth, the club’s 
home, which will be the smallest ever to 
host a Football League club. 

Mr Vince took on a full role at Forest 
Green when he saw the opportunity to 
use the club to spread his message 
about environmental issues and sus- 
tainability. 

The stadium is fitted with 180 solar 
panels, while the lawnmower for the 



Evening dip A swan goes for a swim in the River Avon, in Malmesbury, Wiltshire 


Rooney loses £500,000 in 
two-hour gambling spree 


Tom Whipple 

For once, Wayne Rooney’s ball-control 
skills let him down. The Manchester 
United captain lost £500,000 on rou- 
lette and blackjack during a single two- 
hour gambling spree. 

He was believed to have gone alone 
to the Manchester 235 casino after 
United’s Europa League home win over 
FC Rostov on March 16. Onlookers said 
that Rooney, whose wife, Coleen, was 
on a trip with his sons at the time, ar- 
rived at midnight and played until 2am, 
drinking beer throughout. 

He appeared to be chasing his losses 
on the roulette wheel, placing large bets 
on single numbers and growing in- 
creasingly grumpy as he kept losing. 
One of those present told the Sun on 
Sunday: “Wayne was being extremely 
reckless, laying down chips which 
amounted to massive bets ... He was 
gambling a lot on red when he was play- 
ing roulette — which seemed appropri- 
ate — and was putting long-shot bets 
on solo numbers. He kept losing but 
that just prompted him to bet more.” 

Rooney has a history of gambling. In 
his autobiography he wrote that during 
one year early in his career he lost 
£50,000 and Coleen, 31, “was furious”. It 
was not known whether she had been 
aware of this particular spree, although 
Rooney is a regular at the casino, where 


he has an account. “He was cursing 
under his breath and seemed to be in 
his own little world — fixated on the 
tables and all the machines around 
them,” a witness said. “He looked 
really down in the mouth towards the 
end.” 

Rooney, 31, is still officially England 
captain. He has suffered from injuries 
this season, and on this particular night 
had watched the game from the side- 
lines. 

Since the year he lost £50,000 he has 
periodically racked up far higher losses, 
including in 2006 when he built up 
debts of £700,000 in a dressing room 
gambling ring. 

On that occasion he said he was glad 
that the story came out because it 
forced him to face up to his habit. “It 
shocked me into realising how much I’d 
been losing and how stupid I’d been.” 
Despite the admission, he is the face of 
Manchester United’s poker app. 

While he remains at United, Rooney 
will probably be untroubled, financially 
at least, by the bets. The losses of 
£500,000 equated to roughly £4,000 
per minute he was playing at the casino. 
With a £13 million annual salary for 
about 40 games that is also almost pre- 
cisely what he receives for every minute 
on the pitch. 

Representatives for Rooney did not 
respond to a request for comment. 



In the early 1990s, Mr Vince 
was a seasoned eco -protester, 
living in a car powered by a 
windmill he had fitted. He 
founded Ecotricity, his green 
energy company, in 1995, 
which would lead him to a 
personal fortune of about 
£100 million. 

Referring to his trans- 
formation of Forest Green 
Rovers, he said: “There 
was some resistance at 
the beginning, but that’s 
changed completely. 
Everyone’s behind what 
we’re doing, the eco 


pitch is also solar-powered. The 
catering for fans and players at the 
stadium is entirely meat and 
dairy-free. 

There are plans to move to a 
new stadium near Stroud 
made almost entirely of 
wood to be called Eco Park 
and designed by the firm of 
the late Zaha Hadid. Mr 
Vince has said it will be the 
“greenest stadium in the 
world”. 


Dale Vince has used 
Forest Green to push 
environmental issues 


stuff. We are a very cohesive, happy 
club.” 

Mark Cooper, the club’s manager, 
has admitted that the club often faces 
taunts from opposing fans because of its 
association with Mr Vince, with shouts 
of either “moneybags” or “vegans” being 
aimed at players. 

Asked if the club could realistically 
secure another two promotions and 
reach the Championship, and then go 
on to the top level, Charlie Cooper, a 
midfielder and the manager’s son, said: 
“That’s what [Dale Vince] wants and I 
think the club, with the backing he 
gives, could go there. Never say never.” 
Match report. The Game, page 16 
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News Cyberattack 


Cybersecurity experts braced 


Global infection: where the virus has struck 



Sean O’Neill Chief Reporter 

Security agencies are preparing for 
more reports of cyberattacks from 
across Britain as the nation returns to 
work this morning. 

The National Cyber Security Centre 
(NCSC), an arm of GCHQ, has been 
working throughout the weekend to 
mitigate the impact of Friday’s ransom- 
ware attack and to defend against any 
further viruses. It has not yet detected 
any sign of further attacks but said it 
expected that some sectors would 
discover only at the resumption of the 
working week that they had been hit. 

“There is no new wave of attacks but 
as we enter a new week it’s likely that 
attacks that people may not have no- 
ticed on Friday or over the weekend will 
become apparent,” Ciaran Martin, 
head of the cybersecurity centre, said. 

“It’s also likely that attacks that 
people did notice may have spread. 
We’re looking at the strong likelihood 
of new reported victims, but that is not 
because of a new set of attacks. It will be 
part of the same attack that occurred 
globally on Friday.” 

The agencies are thought to already 
be aware of further incidents beyond 
the NHS, which bore the brunt of the 
malware attack in Britain on Friday 
afternoon, with 61 health trusts in 
England and Scotland affected. 

The NCSC is not yet attributing 
blame for the attack to specific individ- 
uals, crime groups or state agents. Ran- 
somware is typically deployed by crimi- 
nals, because the primary motive is 
money, but Friday’s attack was unusual 
in its scale and international spread. 

“We would not describe this attack as 
technically very sophisticated,” Mr 
Martin said. “There’s often a lot of 
attack methodology and technical spe- 
cifics available on open source. The 
barriers to entry for basic cyberattack 
can be quite low.” 

He added that the government’s 
stance on ransom demands was that 
they should never be paid. “We are not 
paying. We tell people: do not pay. This 
is a criminal act and the people behind 
it are not to be trusted.” 

The Nissan car plant in Sunderland 
was hit by the malware but said that it 
had left no significant impact. 

There are fears that public sector 
bodies using older software might yet 
fall victim to the Wanna Decryptor 
attack. It was directed at Microsoft sys- 
tems, with the older ones — particular- 
ly Windows XP, which no longer re- 
ceives automatic security updates — 
seen as more vulnerable. 

Britain’s four Trident nuclear subma- 
rines are reported to still be using a vari- 
ant of Windows XP as their computer 
system. The Ministry of Defence has al- 
ways refused to answer questions on 
the issue but Sir Michael Fallon, the de- 
fence secretary, insisted yesterday that 


Crude but effective virus 


• Ransomware has been around for 
a decade but has become more 
popular as criminals find it easier to 
hold data to ransom than to steal it. 

• Europol said that ransomware was 
the most significant criminal 
cyberthreat. It had already detected 
that it had “expanded into sectors 
such as healthcare”. 

• The National Cyber Security 
Centre said the tools needed for a 
ransomware attack could be 
obtained openly on the internet. 
Criminals market “ransomware as a 
service” and take a cut of the 
proceeds if a payment is made. 

• Instructional videos on YouTube 
explain how to carry out attacks and 
give link to sites where ransomware 
can be purchased. 

• Ransomware attacks emerged in 
Russia in 2005-06 with demands for 
payment to un-encrypt files. The 
locked screen came into use in 
2009, followed by the use of 
pornographic images to try to 
shame people into paying. 

• British investigators said the 
Wanna Decryptor attack was on a 
scale never seen before but was not 
technically sophisticated. Europol 
said ransomware was “no longer 
restricted to the technically savvy”. 

• The spread of ransomware is 
attributed to the growth of virtual 
currencies, which make it easier for 
the criminals to collect payouts. 


the vessels were “safe” and “fully pro- 
tected”. The Metropolitan Police, the 
country’s largest force, is in the process 
of upgrading its IT systems but still runs 
Windows XP on 10,000 desktop com- 
puters at offices and police stations 
across London. 

A spokesman said the changeover 
was complex because they had to retain 
specialist software vital to policing. He 


added: “The entire Met ICT estate has a 
number of layers of industry-leading 
security which we have been monitor- 
ing closely over the past 24 hours. The 
Met estate currently remains unim- 
pacted by the cyberattack and our 
security checks continue.” 

Mr Martin said the NCSC was work- 
ing with state cybersecurity bodies and 
private tech companies around the 
world to try to contain the spread of the 
virus — which encrypts files and de- 
mands a ransom to be paid in the virtual 
currency bitcoin — and building de- 
fences against it. “We have had two and 
a half days to study how the intrusion 
works and to work with other govern- 
ments and industry to discover how to 
mitigate its impact. Given that it is a 
worm that spreads, containing it is of vi- 
tal importance.” 

He said his team had published de- 
tailed technical information on its web- 
site that IT managers in businesses 
across the country could use to defend 
their systems. The basic three steps he 
advised individuals to take were to keep 
security software patches up to date, to 
use verified antivirus software, and to 
back up important data — “because 
you cannot be held to ransom for data 
you hold somewhere else”. 

Mr Martin added: “This is ransom- 
ware. It’s a very common and very dam- 
aging form of cyberattack, but there are 
very simple things that people can do to 
defend themselves and reduce the risk 
of it happening. Find out what those 
things are and go and do them. In terms 
of cybersecurity, organisations across 
every sector of the economy and indi- 
viduals privately need to improve basic 
protections against attack.” 

Meg Hillier, the Labour MP and 
former chairman of the Commons 
public accounts committee, said that 
Britain had been slow to respond to the 
online threat. “Cyber was recognised as 
a national security issue in 2010 yet the 
NCSC was only opened this year,” she 
said. “Even now most people do not 
know where, in the event of a major 
emergency like last week, they should 
turn for help and assistance.” 



Warnings to the health secretary 


Computer hardware and software that can no longer be supported should be replaced as 
a matter of urgency. [CQC] 


All health and social care organisations should provide evidence that they are taking 
action to improve cyber security, for example through the ‘Cyber Essentials’ scheme. The 
‘Cyber Essentials’ scheme should be tested in a wider number of GP practices, Trusts and 
social care settings. [NOG] 


The quality of staff training on data security was very varied at all levels, right up to Senior 
Information Risk Owners (SIROs) and Caldicott Guardians. 


There is worse to 


come, says Briton 
who saved the day 


seen an 

online 

forum, on 

which 

experts 

shared 

details 


Integration is driving more data sharing between health and social care organisations, although 
lack of understanding of security issues is causing people to default to risk avoidance and to b 
unwilling to share. 


T he “hero” who 
stopped the 
worldwide 
cyberattack is a 
22-year-old 
self-taught computer 
expert who lives in an 
English seaside town 
(Kat Lay writes). 

The man, known online 
as Malware Tech and 
identified by a friend as 
Marcus Hutchins, was on 
holiday from his job when 
he learnt of the breach of 
the NHS’s IT systems. 

Within a few hours he 
had discovered a 
weakness in the code of 
the virus, known as 
WannaCrypt, and stopped 
it simply by registering a 
website address. 

He played down the 
significance of his actions 
yesterday. “Saying I’ve 
saved lives is a bit drastic 
but I’ve definitely saved a 
few people a pretty 
penny,” he told 
The Mail on 
Sunday. He 
explained 
that he had 


The 22-year-old 
man, right, 
identified as 
Marcus 

Hutchins, had a 
quick fix for 
the attack. 
Jeremy Hunt, 
below, was 
told last year 
to address the 
hacking threat 


NHS was told to replace outdated system Stricken A&E departments 


Continued from page 1 

in France to the FedEx delivery com- 
pany in the United States as well as 
Russia’s interior ministry and Chinese 
universities. GCHQ’s National Cyber 
Security Centre was called in by the 
NHS as the scale of the attack became 
clear. Ciaran Martin, head of the centre, 
said that he expected a surge in reports 
today as businesses discovered that the 
ransomware had hit their systems. 

Bitcoin accounts linked to the attack- 
ers, who demanded $300 to unlock 
each infected computer, are being 
monitored and have so far received 
$42,000 from 110 different sources. 

The NHS has not paid any money. It 
is thought that seven trusts were still 


struggling last night, with the worst hit 
being Barts Health in London, the big- 
gest hospital trust in the country and a 
victim of previous cyberattacks. 

A freedom of information request in 
December last year purported to show 
that 90 per cent of trusts were still using 
some Windows XP computers despite 
Microsoft stopping support for the 
operating system in 2015. 

The system remained in use despite 
repeated warnings from Whitehall. 
NHS leaders were told in April 2014 
that the government had “no plans to 
negotiate a further national extension 
of XP support beyond April 2015. It is 
therefore essential that all NHS organi- 
sations put in place robust plans to mi- 


grate away from Windows XP by that 
date if you have not already done so”. 

Norman Lamb, the Liberal Demo- 
crat health spokesman, said: “Jeremy 
Hunt has serious questions to answer 
over why systems to protect the NHS 
from cyberattack were not properly 
maintained.” Labour has called for an 
independent inquiry into the attack. 

Sir Michael Fallon, the defence sec- 
retary, blamed health service leaders 
for the problems. He told the BBC that 
the government had warned trusts 
against using “an old system” and had 
provided £50 million to strengthen 
cyber-security in the NHS. 

Matt Ridley, page 25 
Leading article, page 29 


Kat Lay Health Correspondent 
Oliver Wright Policy Editor 

Patients were being sent away from 
seven casualty departments last night 
as the effects of Friday’s cyberattack 
were still felt. 

Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary, 
was coming under fire for a failure to 
talk publicly about the issue. 

Health service bosses were braced 
for a surge of calls when GPs returned 
to work this morning. Some were in 
their practices yesterday trying to up- 
date and reboot their systems, but GP 
leaders warned that patients might 
have to “bear with them”. 

NHS chiefs insisted patients should 


continue to attend appointments un- 
less they were told otherwise. A total of 
47 NHS organisations in England are 
now confirmed to have been hit by the 
ransomware. 

In Scotland, where 11 health service 
boards as well as the ambulance service 
were affected, the situation was said to 
be in a “recovery phase” yesterday and 
expected to be back to normal this 
morning 

The biggest trust affected in England, 
Barts Health in London, said planned 
surgery and outpatient appointments 
at its hospitals would be reduced today. 

Its A&E department at the Royal 
London Hospital in east London was 
among those continuing to divert 
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for new wave of hacked victims 



about cybersecurity, 
“flooded” with posts 
about the NHS’s IT 
systems hit by 
ransomware, demanding 
payments to release data. 
He examined the 
computer code and found 
an unusual reference to 
an unregistered website 
address. He bought it for 
£8.30, directing it to what 
he described as a 
“sinkhole” server in Los 
Angeles. Unexpectedly, 


rather than just tracking 
the spread of infection, it 
prevented it spreading to 
any new computers. 

He warned, however, 
that hackers could easily 
remove the loophole. “It’s 
incredibly important that 
any unpatched systems 
are patched as quickly as 
possible,” he wrote on 
Twitter yesterday. 
“Version 1 of WannaCrypt 
was stoppable but version 
2.0 will likely remove the 


flaw. You’re only safe if 
you patch ASAP.” 

The man gave only a 
few clues to his identity: 
he said that he was born 
in June 1994, is half- 
Scottish, and one of his 
parents is a nurse. 

“I’m not a graduate. I 
had planned to go to 
university but ended up 
getting offered a job in 
security a year prior, so I 
took it,” he said, adding 
that most of his friends 


had no idea what he did 
for a living. 

Kurtis Baron, the 
founder of Fidus 
Information Security, 
travelled with Mr 
Hutchins to Las Vegas last 
year. He said that his 
friend was “just doing his 
job”. Andrew Mabbitt, the 
co-founder of Fidus, said 
that Mr Hutchins was 
“one of the most 
intelligent and talented 
people I know”. 


Bitcoin accounts are 
under surveillance 


Fiona Hamilton 

Crime and Security Editor 

More than $42,000 has been paid to the 
perpetrators of the global cyberattack 
but none of the money has yet been 
taken out of the accounts where the 
money was sent. 

Law enforcement agencies are keep- 
ing watch over three online accounts to 
which victims were told to send bit- 
coins, the digital currency. Security 
officials said yesterday that their work- 
ing assumption was that the hack was 
the work of criminals rather than a 
state-sponsored attack. 

Officers from the National Crime 
Agency are working with their coun- 
terparts at Europol, the continent’s law 
enforcement agency, and GCHQ’s 
National Cyber Security Centre to 
track down the perpetrators. 

Rob Wainwright, the director of 
Europol, said yesterday: “Our working 
assumption, as with every other major 
ransomware attack, is that this is a cy- 
bercriminal attack. Unless we have 
something definitive to point us in 
another direction that’s our assump- 
tion at the moment. As in any investi- 
gation, we keep our mind open.” 

Oliver Gower, deputy director of the 
NCA’s national cybercrime unit said: 
“Cybercriminals may believe they are 
anonymous but we will use all the tools 
at our disposal to bring them to justice.” 

Experts warned, however, the perpe- 
trators would be difficult to trace until 
they accessed some of the ransom 
money. The NCA has urged victims not 
to pay ransom demands. 

Bitcoin operates a public ledger in 
which payments can be traced al- 
though users remain anonymous. Tom 
Robinson, co -founder of Elliptic, a 
company that identifies illicit activity 
using bitcoins, said yesterday that there 
had been 110 ransom payments thus far, 
totalling 23.5 bitcoins. The current 
market value is approximately 
$42,0000 or £32,500. None of the 
money had been taken because the 
hackers are most likely aware that it can 
be traced by law enforcement. 

While most of the payments ap- 
peared to come from Europe and 


Russia, geographical data on bitcoins is 
not accurate because most people in 
the UK would use bitcoin wallets or 
exchanges based elsewhere, according 
to Mr Robinson. 

The unprecedented scale of the 
attack has taken some security officials 
by surprise although law enforcement 
agencies have been warning about the 
dangers of ransomware for months. 
Europol has referred regularly to ran- 
somware, a billion-dollar criminal in- 
dustry, in its assessment of the cyber- 
threat. In March its Serious and Orga- 
nised Crime Threat Assessment 
warned it had become the “leading 
malware in terms of threat and impact”. 

In September, Steven Wilson, head of 
Europol’s European Cybercrime 
Centre, warned that 2016 “has seen the 
further evolution of established cyber- 
crime trends. The threat from ransom- 
ware has continued to grow and has 
now expanded into sectors such as 
healthcare.” 

Alan Woodward, visiting professor of 
computing at the Surrey University, 
said the cyberattack appeared less so- 
phisticated than methods ordinarily 
used by organised criminal groups. It 
was odd, he said, that the ransom was 
flowing into just three bitcoin accounts. 
Criminals ordinarily set up a wide array 
of accounts so that the profits cannot be 
easily traced. 

Whoever created the malware had 
made a programming mistake that al- 
lowed experts to create a kill switch, he 
said. While the methodology was still 
complex, it raised the possibility that it 
was done by someone who had not 
appreciated just how widely it would 
spread. 

Mr Woodward said the only alter- 
native to paying the ransom for victims 
was to wipe their computers and reload 
the latest backup. The NCA said that 
specialist officers were engaging direct- 
ly with victims including NHS trusts. 
Officers were visiting a number of NHS 
sites to “help protect victims and secure 
and preserve evidence”. 

It encouraged victims to report inci- 
dents to Action Fraud, the national 
fraud and cybercrime reporting centre, 
at actionfraud.police.uk. 


Sinister group delivers a 
blunt message to Trump 


still being forced to turn away patients 


patients yesterday. Others included 
Colchester General and Hampshire 
hospitals. 

Helen Stokes-Lampard, chairwom- 
an of the Royal College of GPs, said: 
“GPs and our teams around the UK are 
working hard and doing whatever is 
within our power locally to minimise 
disruption so that we can provide ‘busi- 
ness as usual’ — or as close to it as poss- 
ible — services to our patients tomor- 
row.” 

She added: “GPs, of course, can still 
diagnose and treat patients without us- 
ing computers but we ask our patients 
to bear with us if routine services such 
as repeat prescriptions and appoint- 
ment booking services are slightly dis- 


rupted this week. In the meantime, we 
wish to reassure patients that your GP 
will be there for you as usual if you are 
taken ill and that you will receive the 
best possible care from the NHS, 
despite the current difficulties.” 

Jeremy Corbyn and Tim Farron will 
address delegates at the Royal College 
of Nursing’s congress in Liverpool to- 
day. However, neither Theresa May, 
nor Mr Hunt are attending. 

Janet Davies, chief executive and 
general secretary of the Royal College, 
said members were disappointed at the 
lack of a Tory speaker. She said: “We 
have formally invited them and we 
are still waiting. We have not had a yes 
or a no. 


“I wouldn’t want to think that anyone 
was frightened of talking to nurses.” 
A Tory source confirmed that they had 
received the invitation but refused to 
say if they would be sending a repre- 
sentative to address the conference. 
“Unfortunately there are only a limited 
number of people who could go and we 
are in the middle of trying to co-ordi- 
nate diaries,” the source said. 

“We’ve been told we can send some- 
one at any point up until Wednesday 
and we will see what we can do.” How- 
ever asked if they could confirm that 
either Mr Hunt or another Conserva- 
tive health minister would attend they 
declined. 

Letters, page 28 


Fiona Hamilton 

In a ranting public message to the US 
president, the mysterious hacking 
group complained about numerous 
policies and asked: “Respectfully, what 
the f*** are you doing.” 

The Shadowbrokers group claimed 
that it had supported Donald Trump 
but accused him of abandoning his 
voting base by carrying out, among 
other things, strikes on Syria. Its appar- 
ent retribution came a week later when 
it released a string of hacking tools, pur- 
portedly developed by the National 
Security Agency, on to the internet. Ex- 
perts said that one of them, Eternal 
Blue, was used to spread the ransom- 
ware WannaCry more rapidly on com- 
puter systems around the world. 

There was initially speculation that 
Shadowbrokers was involved in the 


ransomware attack but that is now con- 
sidered unlikely because Russia was 
among its victims. Shadowbrokers is 
suspected of operating with Russian 
state backing. If that is the case its hack 
of the N S A has backfired because more 
than 1,000 computers at the Russian in- 
terior ministry were among those in- 
fected. Another criminal group is 
thought to have used the information 
leaked by Shadowbrokers to develop a 
sophisticated ransomware programme. 

Little is known about Shadowbrokers 
but its members will be on the radar of 
those investigating the attack. The 
Shadowbrokers letter to Mr Trump 
rails against globalism, denies links to 
Russia and adds: “Don’t bring the world 
to America, bring America to the world. 
America first. English first. American 
workers first. American students first. 
American culture first.” 
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Heroes and villains win Bafta glory 


George Sandeman, Grant Tucker 

Bafta cast aside lavish period dramas 
and recognised the gritty reality of life 
in modern Britain at this year’s TV 
awards. 

Netflix’s £100 million The Crown last 
night failed to win any of the five 
awards it was nominated for. Honours 
instead went to the likes of Murdered by 
My Father with Adeel Akhtar, 36, 
becoming the first ethnic minority 
performer to win leading actor. 

Sarah Lancashire, 52, was named 
best leading actress for her turn as a 
police sergeant in Happy Valley, the 
grim crime drama based in the Calder 
Valley, West Yorkshire. 

Tom Hollander won best supporting 
actor for his role as Tom Hiddleston’s 
villainous bruiser Corky in The Night 
Manager in what was the hit drama’s 
only Bafta nomination. 

The award for supporting actress 
went to Wunmi Mosaku, 30, for her role 
in Damilola, Our Loved Boy, which told 
the story of the murder of Damilola 
Taylor in 2000. It was a good night for 
the programme, which also won the 
prize for single drama. 

The schoolboy’s father, Richard, 
make an impassioned appeal to young 
people to put away their weapons as he 
accepted the award. He was joined 
by Damilola’s brother Tunde and 
the production team on stage, 
saying: “I want to dedicate this 
to the memory of Damilola 
Taylor and Gloria, my late 
wife, and first and foremost 
send a strong appeal to 
young people on the street 
killing themselves. 

“Parents are crying, others 
are crying, the surge of killing 
has gone up in the city of 
London, I beg you all to stop 
this unnecessary killing of 
innocent people. Young 
people, spread the mes- 
sage.” 

Best single documentary 
went to Hillsborough, with 
Phil Scraton, 68, an integral 
part of the inquiry, thanked 
for his work finding justice 
for the 96 victims. 

“Phil has dogged de- 
termination to ex- 
pose the truth,” the 
recipients said. 

“This is dedicated 
to the families and 
survivors of Hills- 
borough who 
fought so long and so 
hard for justice.” 


Award winners 




Leading actress 

Sarah Lancashire 

Happy Valley 

Leading actor 

Adeel Akhtar 

Murdered by My Father 

Supporting actor 

Tom Hollander 

The Night Manager 

Supporting actress 

Wunmi Mosaku 

Damilola, Our Loved Boy 

Drama series 
Happy Valley 

Comedy & comedy 
entertainment programme 
Charlie Brooker’s 2016 Wipe 

Entertainment performance 

Michael McIntyre 

Michael McIntyre’s Big Show 

Entertainment programme 
Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 

Male performance in a 
comedy programme 

Steve Coogan 

Alan Partridge’s Scissored 
Isle 

Reality & 

constructed factual 
Muslims Like Us 

Scripted comedy 
People Just Do 
Nothing 

Features 

Who Do You Think You 
Are? 

Current affairs 
Teenage Prison 
Abuse Exposed 

I Factual series 
Exodus: Our Journey 
to Europe 

International 

The People v OJ 
Simpson 

Live event 

The Queen’s 90th 
Birthday Celebration 

Mini-series 
National Treasure 

News coverage 
Victoria Derbyshire 
Sport 
The Open 






Single documentary 
Hillsborough 

Single drama 

Damilola, Our Loved Boy 

Soap & continuing drama 
Emmerdale 


Specialist factual 
Planet Earth II 

Virgin TV’s must-see 
moment 

Planet Earth II: Snakes vs 
Iguana Chase 


STEPHEN LOCK/I-IMAGES 



On the red carpet: Eleanor Tomlinson, the Poldark actress; Holly 
Willoughby takes a selfie; Cuba Gooding Jr with the international 
prize for The People v OJ Simpson; and Ed Balls with his dance 
partner Katya Jones. Far left, Ophelia Lovibond, star of Elementary 



Cinemas steer clear of Cannes hits 


Beatrice hails princes for 
honesty on mental health 


Jack Malvern 

Next week begins the annual parade of 
stars at the Cannes Film Festival, where 
the likes of Nicole Kidman and Dustin 
Hoffman will pass tiers of excitable 
photographers on their way to the 
world’s most exclusive cinema. 

Onlookers might imagine that the 
film-makers can rely on the exposure to 
provide what those in the industry de- 
scribe as “boffo box office”. 

They would be wrong: analysis of the 
films selected to compete for the Palme 
d’Or shows that most are released at 
fewer than 30 cinemas in Britain and 50 
in America. One sixth are not released 
in British cinemas at all, according to 
comScore. 

The failure of Cannes contenders at 
the box office is only partly explained 
by the festival’s preference for subtitled 
musings on the meaning of life. Of the 


20 titles that bypassed British cinemas 
in the past five years, five starred 
members of the Hollywood A-list. 

Some films may have been damaged 
by disastrous appearances at the festi- 
val itself. The Sea of Trees, with Matt- 
hew McConaughey as a grieving wid- 
ower opposite Naomi Watts, was booed 
at its screenings in 2015 before its dis- 
tributors decided to back out. Other 
straight-to -video films were The Immi- 
grant, starring Marion Cotillard, and 
The Captive, with Ryan Reynolds. 

The most successful Cannes film of 
the past five years in Britain was Ken 
Loach’s I, Daniel Blake, which won the 
Palme d’Or last year and reached 443 
screens. 

The next best was Sicario, a thriller 
starring Emily Blunt and Josh Brolin, 
shown on 442 screens. 

The story is similar in America, 
where only a fifth of Cannes contend- 


ers since 1990 have reached more than 
400 cinema screens. Most were shown 
at fewer than 50 — out of 5,472 indoor 
cinemas. 

Things are improving. Stephen Fol- 
lows, the researcher who conducted 
the analysis, found that in 1990, 44 per 
cent of Cannes films failed to get a Brit- 
ish release and 33 per cent an American 
release. Last year the figure was below 
20 per cent in both countries. 

Mr Follows said that even people in 
the film industry were under the illusion 
that Cannes guaranteed success. “I have 
met film-makers whose work was 
admired in the festival and who talked 
about the ‘huge’ theatrical release 
awaiting them,” he said. 

“The image that comes to mind is that 
of Olaf the snowman in Disney’s Frozen, 
joyfully singing about how much fun 
he’s going to have when summer rolls 
around.” 


George Sandeman 

Princess Beatrice has said she believes 
that social media has made her genera- 
tion more willing to talk about their 
struggles, as she praised the work of her 
royal cousins in raising awareness of 
the issue. 

The princess, 28, who is seventh in 
line to the throne, was speaking at the 
Lady Garden 5km run in Hyde Park on 
Saturday. 

She said: “What the boys and 
Catherine have done with their Heads 
Together campaign is incredible. 
Convening the conversation around 
mental health I think feeds a lot into 
why it’s OK to start talking about other 
issues. 

“I think that we live in a generation 


that has the ability to share on social 
media, and the conversations are start- 
ing to really, really, happen, and I think 
it’s never been more important than 
now to stand up and say what you’re 
proud and passionate about.” 

The eldest daughter of the Duke of 
York has had her own struggles with 
dyslexia. 

She was one of about 500 female 
runners to navigate the route around 
Hyde Park, held as part of a campaign 
to raise awareness about gynaecologi- 
cal cancers. In 2010 she became the first 
royal to run a marathon. 

Speaking at the race, she told 
MSNBC: “I have got the most 
incredible female role models through- 
out history that I feel like I carry with 
me all day, every day.” 
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Timetable for talks 
will be row of the 
summer, says Davis 



Puppets of Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn put in an appearance at the 42nd 


Cable: Tory landslide could 
bring new centre-left party 

Lucy Fisher 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 

Ministers are preparing for an early 
clash with the European Union over its 
demand that negotiations on a trade 
deal should be delayed until the 
autumn, David Davis said yesterday. 

Predicting the “row of the summer” 
the Brexit secretary said he would not 
agree to an EU plan that allowed the 
UK’s divorce settlement and talks on a 
future Irish border arrangement to take 
priority over negotiations on a new 
trade deal. 

“We want to see everything packaged 
up together and that’s what we’re going 
to do,” he told ITV’s Peston on Sunday, 
adding that “nothing’s agreed until 
everything’s agreed”. 

The UK’s position could delay the 
start of formal talks with the EU that 
are due to get under way after the gen- 
eral election. Under the negotiating 
mandate, agreed by the 27 member 
states, sufficient progress must have 
been made on issues of money, Ireland 
and the rights of citizens after Brexit 
before the EU council will authorise 
talks on a trade deal with Britain. 

Ministers believe that such a negoti- 
ating structure is designed to disadvan- 
tage the UK by demanding that the 
issues of most concern to the EU are re- 
solved before moving on to areas where 
the UK needs to win concessions from 
the bloc. 

“It’s no surprise that that’s what they 
want to do,” Mr Davis said. “We take the 
view we’ve got this big, very ambitious 
free trade agreement [and] we want to 
get on with that as soon as possible.” 

He said the government did not want 
to “hang around” on the issue because 
that would put pressure on the UK. 
That’s why it’s designed this way, to get 
over the most difficult bit, the funding 
and Northern Ireland, before we do 
anything else,” he added. 

Mr Davis and the EU’s chief negotia- 
tor, Michel Barnier, are due to meet 
shortly after the election to discuss the 
timetable should the Conservatives 
win. Mr Davis said he would be pre- 
pared to begin discussions about the 
three million EU citizens living in the 
UK immediately but insisted the other 
areas were bound up in the final deal. 

“[With] Northern Ireland, how on 
earth do you resolve the border, the 
issue of the border with Northern Ire- 
land and the Republic of Ireland, unless 


Lucy Fisher 

A multimillionaire Brexit backer has 
pledged to fund a campaign to oust 140 
pro-Remain MPs in an attempt to shore 
up Britain’s withdrawal from the EU. 

Jeremy Hosking, a City financier, 
said he would offer cash to Tory 
candidates attempting to unseat La- 
bour parliamentarians who backed the 
UK’s membership of the bloc despite 
representing areas that voted Leave. 

Conservatives standing in 138 such 
Labour-held constituencies in the Mid- 
lands and north will be eligible to apply 
to him directly for up to £5,000 each, 
meaning he could end up donating 
£700,000 overall. Mr Hosking, 58, said 


Early victory 
holds the key 

Analysis 

I t sounds like a row over 

process, an opening skirmish 
between Britain and the 
European Union that will 
ultimately be resolved and 
forgotten when Brexit talks 
proper get under way (Oliver 
Wright writes). 

But in reality, the dispute over 
the order in which issues are 
dealt with is crucial and has the 
potential to poison the talks 
before they have even begun. 

The EU’s tactics are clear. It 
wants the UK to agree to a 
formula for a financial exit 
package and deal for Northern 
Ireland before it will agree to 
begin discussions on trade. 

The money is the greatest 
cause of division among the 27 
and one of the strongest cards 
the UK has to play. Countries 
that are net beneficiaries of EU 
funding don’t want to lose it and 
the net contributors such as 
Germany and France don’t want 
to cough up more. They need our 
money and that should allow us 
to extract concessions. 

The UK’s desire for some kind 
of bespoke and frictionless 
customs agreement post-Brexit 
will be easier to negotiate with 
the threat of a hard border in 
Ireland hanging over the EU. 

So how will these issues be 
resolved? One possibility is for 
the UK to commit to the 
principles of a financial divorce 
bill early, subject to the 
satisfactory negotiation of a 
future trade agreement. This 
would give the EU the promise of 
financial stability but with the 
threat of it all falling apart if it 
played hard ball on trade. 

On Ireland it is harder to see 
room for manoeuvre and one 
side or the other is likely to have 
to give ground. 


that “traditional Labour voters should 
on this occasion hold their nose and 
vote Tory”. He added that he wanted to 
hand Theresa May an “army” of pro- 
Brexit MPs. 

Despite being an asset manager and 
City grandee himself, Mr Hosking said 
he wanted to implant a host of new 
Conservative MPs in seats traditionally 
held by Labour to facilitate a “full, 
national Brexit”, rather than a “City of 
London Brexit”. 

He said: “I think it is going to be a lot 
of hard work so we need the best team 
there, and we need all the Brexiteers 
there — particularly the Brexiteers in 
the Labour heartlands. I think that will 
do a lot for Brexit.” Before the last elect- 


you know what our general borders 
policy is, what the customs agreement 
is, what the free trade agreement is, 
whether you need to charge tariffs at 
the border or not,” he said. 

“You can’t decide one without the 
other. It’s wholly illogical and we 
happen to think the wrong interpreta- 
tion of the treaty”. 

Senior EU commission sources have 
repeatedly warned that they are not 
prepared to discuss a future trading re- 
lationship with the UK until “good 
progress” has been made on the other 
areas. They have also rejected Mr 
Davis’s suggestion that “nothing is 
agreed until everything is agreed”. 
They said that any variation to the 
timetable would need to be approved by 
a majority of the 27 leaders and could 
not be permitted by Mr Barnier alone. 

Mr Davis indicated he was optimistic 
that an early deal could be reached on 
citizens’ rights but said he took offence 
at the suggestion that UK courts could 
not rule on any disputes. 

“There will be arguments over fine 
detail, like whether the European Court 
of Justice oversees these rights after we 
have left,” he said. “We will have an ar- 
gument about that.” 

The UK was not prepared to accept 
the involvement of the European court 
because “we are going to be outside the 
reach” of the Luxembourg court after 
Brexit, he added. 

While the preferred outcome was for 
a comprehensive trade deal taking in 
“all products and all services”, the UK 
had to retain the option of walking 
away if conditions were unacceptable. 
Mr Davis said that in any negotiations 
“you have to have the other option, the 
other alternative”. 

He added that the general election 
would give Theresa May the mandate 
for Brexit on her terms, leaving the 
single market, customs union and juris- 
diction of the European court. “What 
this is doing is creating a mandate for 
the way we do it. Not just that we are 
going to leave, but we are going to leave 
on these terms,” he said. 

Responding to Mr Davis’s comments, 
the Liberal Democrat leader, Tim Far- 
ron, said that Brexit “without a deal 
would be a disaster”. “It would mean no 
deal on trade, no deal on travel rights, 
no deal on the quality of goods,” he said. 
“How on earth can he pretend that is a 
good thing?” 


ion, he gave the Tories £100,000 and 
ahead of last June’s EU referendum, he 
presided over the “Brexit Express” 
poster campaign and handed £1.7 mil- 
lion to the Vote Leave campaign. 

Campaigners who oppose Mrs May’s 
approach to Brexit are also lining up 
behind a slate of candidates. Best for 
Britain, a group led by Gina Miller, the 
pro-EU activist who took the govern- 
ment to court over whether it needed 
the approval of parliament to trigger 
Article 50, is backing 16 candidates. 

Politicians behind it, including Clive 
Lewis and Nick Clegg, have called for 
all options to remain open to Britain if 
the nation does not secure a good Brex- 
it deal in negotiations with the EU. 


Sir Vince Cable has signalled that a 
Tory landslide at the general election 
would lead to moves to form a new 
“centre left, pro-business” party to 
counter Theresa May’s government. 

The former business secretary for the 
Liberal Democrats hinted at the 
creation of a new party as he predicted 
Labour would suffer a series of defeats 
on polling day that would lead to a 
period of “bloodletting” in its ranks. 

Lord Levy, a former Labour donor, 
meanwhile told The Times last night 
that “everybody was thinking” about 
the possibility of a new party after the 
election but said such discussions had 
not moved on beyond “talk”. 

“People I’ve been speaking to want a 
party that is aligned with their values. 
Whether that is Labour or not we will 
have to see,” he said. 

Sir Vince, who is standing as a Lib 
Dem candidate in Twickenham, said of 
the potential for centrist Labour MPs to 


defect from their party: “I think many 
of the Labour people are just waiting to 
see, to get this election out of the way. 

“I think frankly then you will have a 
lot of bloodletting because it’s clear that 
Jeremy Corbyn is not going to win, the 
Labour party’s future is in great doubt.” 

He told Pienaar’s Politics on BBC 5 
Live: “We [the Lib Dems] have recov- 
ered and established a base. Then there 
will be serious conversations about 
where British politics goes and how you 
create an alternative to the Conserva- 
tives which is centrist, centre left, pro- 
business, practical, offering an alter- 
native to what is potentially a very dam- 
aging form of conservatism.” 

However, Michael Foster, a former 
Labour donor and vocal critic of Jeremy 
Corbyn, dismissed the idea and moder- 
ate Labour MPs have privately ex- 
pressed reservations about it. One said: 
“Vince Cable would say that, wouldn’t 
he? He was a member of the SDP. And 
wasn’t that a success! I am more opti- 
mistic that we can still save our party.” 


City financier sets sights on Remain MPs 
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Labour’s £37bn plan 
to cut hospital waits 
and delays in A&E 


Lucy Fisher 

Senior Political Correspondent 

Labour will inject £37 billion extra into 
the NHS by 2022, including £10 billion 
of capital funding for buildings and IT 
systems, if it wins the election. 

Jeremy Corbyn will also vow today to 
reinstate the 18-week target for all 
patients to receive treatment, which 
would take one million people off wait- 
ing lists by the end of the next parlia- 
ment. The target for routine surgery 
was relaxed this year after it emerged 
that the health service had failed to 
treat 92 per cent of patients within that 
time. At the end of March 362,687 
people had been waiting longer than 
four months, up from 153,037 in 2012-13. 

The Labour pledges, called a “new 
deal for the NHS”, follow the party’s 
best showing in the polls since the elect- 
ion was called. 

Polls from Opinium and ORB, con- 
ducted before Labour’s draft manifesto 
was leaked last Wednesday, both put 
Mr Corbyn’s party on 32 per cent, with 
the Tories ahead by 15 and 14 points re- 
spectively. A third poll by YouGov gave 
Labour 31 per cent and the Conserva- 
tives 49 per cent. 

Over the weekend the party set out 
proposals for a financial transaction 
tax, a levy which it said would raise at 
least £4.7 billion a year to spend on 
public services, but which Sadiq Khan, 
the Labour mayor of London, said was 
“madness”. 

The charge, which has been called a 
a “Robin Hood tax”, would overhaul the 
stamp duty regime on share trading 
and mean that up to 0.5 per cent of the 
value of sold bonds and derivatives 
would go to the Treasury. The raid on 
the City was critised by free-market 
think tanks, which said it could lead to 
the flight of financial workers to other 
countries. 

As part of its package of healthcare 
pledges Labour will vow to retain the 
four-hour target for patients to be seen 
in A&E and introduce an extra one- 
hour guarantee for the most urgent 
patients. 

Last week it emerged that 2.5 million 
people waited too long in A&E units 


over the past year as hospitals suffered 
their worst 12 months in more than ten 
years. About 3,500 patients had to wait 
more than 12 hours on a trolley for a bed 
in 2016-17, more than three times the 
figure for the year before. 

The party will also vow to create a 
£500 million winter pressure fund to 
help avert seasonal crises in the health 
service. It will also promise to imple- 
ment the cancer strategy for England in 
full over the next five years, in an 
attempt to help 2.5 million people living 
with cancer. 

The party said that it would fund the 
package by putting up income tax for 
the top 5 per cent of earners, increasing 
corporation tax and levying a higher 
rate insurance premium tax on private 
medical cover. 

Mr Corbyn will tell the Royal College 
of Nursing’s conference: “In the past 
seven years the Tories have driven our 
National Health Service into crisis. 

“A&E departments are struggling to 
cope. Waiting lists are soaring and, and 
as we saw last week, Tory cuts have ex- 
posed patient services to cyberattack.” 

Jonathan Ashworth, the shadow 
health secretary, said: “Clinicians, 
experts and patients have all been 
calling for a significant cash boost to the 
NHS. We’ve listened to those calls and 
we agree. 

“In return for this investment, we’re 
demanding the NHS deliver a new 
deal for patients and ensure one million 
people come off the NHS waiting 
list, that a million more patients are 
seen within four hours in A&E each 
year and that the NHS and community 
services work hard to tackle delayed 
discharge.” 

A Conservative spokesman said: 
“Jeremy Corbyn can’t deliver any of this 
because his nonsensical economic poli- 
cies would damage our economy and 
mean less money for the NHS, not 
more. Just look at Wales where Labour 
cut funding for the NHS. 

“We are putting an extra £10 billion 
into the NHS and with strong and 
stable leadership from Theresa May we 
will be able to secure the strong 
economy our NHS needs.” 

Letters, page 28 
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Corbyn puts no figures on 
‘fair’ immigration pledge 


Tories draw a line under 
letting 16-year-olds vote 

Theresa May has refused to consider 
changing the voting age to 16, 
insisting that young people could get 
involved in politics without casting a 
ballot. The prime minister said that 
the Conservatives would not, unlike 
the other main parties, lower the 
limit from 18. On BBC Radio 4’s 
Westminster Hour, she said: “This is 
one of those questions where you 
have to draw a line, you have to pick 
a point at which you think it is right 
for the voting age to be. I continue to 
think it is right for it to be 18.” 

When she was asked about the 
rules in Scotland, where 16-year-olds 
can vote in local and Holyrood 
elections, Mrs May said: “The 
implication from your question is 
that the only way to get engaged in 
politics is by casting a vote. I think it 
is important young people watch 
politics, pay attention to politics, get 
to think about their own views and, 
where possible, start to get involved.” 


Nuttall to remain Ukip 
leader after election 

Paul Nuttall has vowed to stay on as 
Ukip leader even if the party fails to 
win a seat in the general election. 

He said he would give it his “best 
shot” but would remain in the event 
of defeat to “professionalise” the 
party. Mr Nuttall, who lost a by- 
election in February, is contesting 
the constituency of Boston & 
Skegness in the June 8 poll. 

He was asked by The Sunday 
Telegraph if he would step down in 
the event of failure, as his 
predecessor Nigel Farage did after 
losing in South Thanet in 2015. “No, 
I’m not doing that. I will be here to 
see through the restructure and the 
changing of the party,” he said. 

Mr Nuttall has faced criticism over 
Ukip’s election pledges, which 
include a plan to ban the burka. 

The party’s former major donor, 
Arron Banks, said that the party was 
“finished as an electoral force” under 
its current leadership. 


£10,000 for engineering 
graduates who join army 

A £10,000 sign-on fee would be 
offered to students in technical and 
engineering subjects who join the 
army after graduation, under a plan 
unveiled by the Lib Dems yesterday. 

Tim Farron announced his party’s 
policy to boost the armed forces and 
tackle the recruitment issue as he 
pledged to maintain annual defence 
spending at 2 per cent of GDP, the 
Nato target. 

Stressing the need for a “credible” 
military, the Lib Dem leader said: 
“Our army, navy and air force 
deserve the best and the brightest.” 

He set out plans for a “careers for 
heroes” scheme that would pay in 
full for further and higher education 
courses taken by armed forces 
personnel who had served for 12 
years or more. Lord Ashdown of 
Norton-sub-Hamdon, the former 
leader, launched a petition to stop 
further cuts to the Royal Marines in 
which he served. 


Jeremy Corbyn has promised “fair 
immigration” when Britain leaves the 
European Union. 

The Labour leader refused to put any 
figures on his pledge but promised that 
immigration would be “managed” after 
Brexit. 

In an interview for the Tonight pro- 
gramme on ITV, he confirmed that the 
Trident nuclear deterrent would be in- 
cluded in a Labour government’s de- 
fence review and denied that he was 
wealthy despite being “very well paid”. 

Theresa May has said she remains 
committed to the Tory target of cutting 
net migration to the tens of thousands, 
a pledge that she has failed to meet as 
home secretary or prime minister. 

Mr Corbyn confirmed that there 
would be changes to immigration 
policy after Brexit. “I’m not going to put 
any figures on it, Theresa May has done 
that [and] this is now the third general 
election she’s promised figures, none of 
which she’s come anywhere near to 
achieving,” he said. “Clearly the free 


movement ends when we leave the 
European Union but there will be man- 
aged migration and it will be fair.” 

Asked if he would review Trident, Mr 
Corbyn said: “There will be a strategic 
defence review as all governments have 
done when they come in to office which 
will look at all aspects of our defence 
strategy. Nuclear will be included in 
that. The bigger threats we face are ac- 
tually, I think, cyberattacks and . . . irra- 
tional acts of terrorism.” 

Separately, Emily Thornberry, the 
shadow foreign secretary and an ally of 
Mr Corbyn, said yesterday that he had 
been on a journey” since he called Nato 
a “danger to peace” six years ago. 

On The Andrew Mar r Show on BBC 
One she was shown a clip from 2011 in 
which Mr Corbyn said that Nato was a 
“major problem” and a threat to world 
peace. Ms Thornberry said that he now 
accepted Labour’s support for the mili- 
tary alliance. She added: “That’s a quote 
from six years ago and Jeremy has been 
on a journey, to coin a phrase.” 
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Fallon ‘talking utter nonsense’ 


Deborah Haynes Defence Editor 

Sir Michael Fallon was accused last 
night of spouting utter nonsense after 
he said that the Conservatives had 
pledged to grow the army to 82,000 by 
the end of the decade. 

A former senior officer who was 
involved in the design of the future 
shape and size of the army said that the 
82,000 figure had been the minimum 
level below which the army would not 
be allowed to drop, not a maximum 
target. 

It followed cost-saving cuts to the 
force of 20,000 full-time soldiers that 
were imposed by the coalition govern- 
ment of David Cameron in 2010 and 
2011. 

A series of voluntary and compulsory 
redundancies was used to reduce the 

Middle-class 
heartland 
can provide 
Brexit bonus 


ELECTION TOUR 

KINGSTON 

AND SURBITON m 

Hugo Rifkind 

James Berry, the Conservative 
candidate for Kingston & Surbiton, 
has just eaten a locust. “Sorry,” he 
says, coughing as we sit down on the 
sun-dappled grass, because there are 
bits of it still stuck in his throat. We’re 
at the Surbiton village fete, and 
apparently this is the sort of thing 
they sell here as a snack. “It’s protein,” 
he wheezes. 

I have a burger. Surbiton is lovely. 
Who knew? Babies totter around, 
young women breastfeed on rugs, the 
pollen levels are high and the striped 
Breton top levels are even higher. 

This is a place of commuting young 
metropolitans, and the only thing that 
stops Mr Berry, 33, and his barrister 
wife Nehali Shah from fitting in 
perfectly is the way that, unlike 
almost everybody else I speak to, they 
aren’t going to vote Lib Dem. At least, 
I assume they aren’t. 

“When I got selected in 2013,” says 
Mr Berry, “the only person who 
thought I might win was probably my 
mum.” He did win, though, ending up 
with a majority of almost 3,000 over 
his predecessor, the Lib Dem former 
climate secretary Sir Ed Davey. This 
time, the Lib Dems are determined to 
win it back. “Two years ago people 
were still sore about the coalition,” Sir 
Ed says. “But most of them have put 
that behind them.” 

As far as he is concerned, this leafy 
southwest London constituency 
(cliche, I know, but travel around and, 
my God, the leaves!) is not natural 
Tory territory. It is seventh on the list 
of Lib Dem target seats, with 
neighbouring Twickenham fifth. Mr 
Berry voted Remain, but if Tim 
Farron is to enjoy any sort of Brexit 
bonus, it will happen here. 

In Surbiton it is easy to think it 
might. Katherine Kennedy is 34 and a 
ballet dancer; faintly preposterous, I 
know, but that’s just the sort of place 
Surbiton is. She’s a Labour member, 
having joined last year because of 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

“But I live here,” she says, as her 
one-year-old daughter Grace 
attempts a kamikaze run into the 


regular army to 82,000. Subsequent 
problems with recruitment and 
retention mean that the actual figure 
has since sunk even further, to fewer 
than 80,000 full-time soldiers. 

Sir Michael, appearing on BBC One’s 
The Andrew Mar r Show, tried to paint a 
positive picture. 

“We said we would build the army up 
to 82,000 by the year 2020,” the defence 
secretary said, referring to what he 
claimed the Conservatives had 
promised in their 2015 manifesto. 

However, a former senior officer, 
who was involved in the design of Army 
2020, the name given to the future 
force, said: “That is utter nonsense.” 

In fact, the Tory manifesto in 2015 
stated that the party would “maintain 
the size of the regular armed services 
and not reduce the army to below 


82,000”, according to a copy of the 
document. 

The former senior officer said: “It 
shows he never understood what he 
inherited and sees everything in sound 
bites.” 

Sir Michael, who has been on the 
defensive after a series of articles in The 
Times about a funding crisis in the 
armed forces, continued to insist that 
the military was in good shape. 

He brushed aside concerns about the 
state of defence that were raised by 
former military chiefs in an open letter 
to Theresa May last week. 

He also refused to accept that the 
army was going backwards rather than 
forwards after Mr Marr cited recruit- 
ment data that showed the Ministry of 
Defence had missed a recruitment 
target of 9,580 regular soldiers last year 


by more than 2,600. “We are getting 
more people to join up, both regular 
and reservists,” Sir Michael said. 

The former senior officer said that 
re-growing — as opposed to growing — 
the regular army would be a challenge 
because budgets for training and 
exercises, which are key to keeping 
soldiers motivated and capable, have 
also been reduced to save money. 

“The army needs more investment 
for activities otherwise it will find it 
increasingly difficult to retain people,” 
the former officer said. 

“The 82,000 army was designed with 
resilient training budgets which have 
been eroded. The knock-on effect of 
that is people do not have enough 
proper training and opportunity and 
therefore it is a hugely detrimental 
impact on whether they stay.” 
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Katherine Kennedy, with her one-year-old daughter Grace, says she will vote Lib Dem — but only to keep the Tories out 


bushes. She’ll be voting Lib Dem, she 
says, to keep the Tories out. 

Most of the youngish, trendyish 
folk I meet in Surbiton say something 
similar. They will all vote Lib Dem, 
but tactically, because they aren’t Lib 
Dems. Ugh, no. Brrr. 

Two miles up the Thames, in 
Kingston, I score three TV producers, 
two retired company directors and 
one musician within an hour. On 
paper, in other words, it’s all pretty 
damn Lib Dem. Some have them that 
real, urban, anti-Brexit fury, and will 
be voting accordingly. “Sarah Olney 
spoke for all of us,” says Alex 
Hannett, 42, a TV producer (see?) 
waiting for the bus with his two kids. 
Olney being the Lib Dem who 
defeated Zac Goldsmith in last year’s 
Richmond by-election. 

With others, though, particularly 
when a bit older, things are more 
complicated. One woman on the 
bridge (estate agent, 48, walking her 
dog, didn’t want her name in the 
paper), is thinking of not voting Lib 
Dem for the first time ever. She voted 


This week’s route 




Kingston 

TU upon 

Thornbury Thames 
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Torbay 


Yeovil 


50 miles 


Remain in the referendum, “but we’re 
not going to Remain, are we?” So she 
reckons she’ll vote for Theresa May. 
In these parts, for every Remainer I 
meet who loathes the Tories, I meet 
another who, despite Brexit, does not. 

This is also a more diverse 
constituency than a stroll along the 
riverbank would indicate. In the 
South is Chessington, with actual 
farms, where Mr Berry tells me that 
he canvassed yesterday and came 
away with a box of eggs. In the 
middle, you’ll find the less leafy 
estates, and the Poundlands of 
Tolworth and New Malden. We head 


to the latter. Here I meet Terry Brazil, 
46, and his wife, Jackie, 42, who 
definitely spells her name “Jackie”, 
even though Terry has three tattoos 
that say “Jacky”, apparently because 
he never listens. He is a roofer, she 
had a catering company. They’ve got 
three kids, between 23 and 8. Terry 
won’t be voting. Jackie is torn 
between Conservative and Labour, 
but will probably opt for the former, 
having voted Leave last June. 

Walking the high street, I meet only 
one potential Lib Dem voter: Tom 
Corbin, 26, a teacher who is from 
Worcester Park, anyway, and just 
having a rest midway through a 20k 
run. Thinking back, I probably should 
have left him alone. 

You know who I don’t find, though? 
Formerly Tory Remainers now going 
Lib Dem in fury. Not a one. Not 
anywhere. Without them, Sir Ed 
needs all of his own vote from 2015, 
and plenty of 2015’s Labour vote, too. 
Regardless of how it felt at the lovely 
Surbiton summer fete, I’m not sure I’d 
bet on him having either. 



Attack dog’s breakfast 

After being accused of peddling 
“bollocks” by Labour’s Emily 
Thornberry on The Andrew Marr 
Show, self-styled Tory attack dog 
Sir Michael Fallon didn’t stay for 
the guests’ fry-up. Last month the 
defence secretary skipped chewing 
the bacon sandwich fat with Ed 
Miliband who he claimed “stabbed 
his own brother in the back” and 
would do the same to the country. 
Maybe Sir Michael feared they’d 
have him for breakfast. 


“I don’t wish to be 
Mary Queen of 
Scots” 

NICOLA STURGEON 


Wrong direction 

Harry Styles, from One Direction, 
says he wishes Britain was staying 
in the EU, and would vote for 
“whoever is against Brexit”. Who 
might that be? The Lib Dems put 
out a press release saying (I 
paraphrase): “Yoo-hoo, Harry, over 
here! We’re against Brexit! Hello?” 


Hardly a purple patch 

Ukip might be facing an existential 
crisis, but its leader, Paul Nuttall, is 
focusing on the important issues: 
the party colour scheme. He plans 
to ditch the “garish” yellow, but 
keep the “royal” purple, 
confounding the assumption 
that Ukip only favoured whites. 


Panda diplomacy 

Scottish Conservatives hope for 
an end to the SNP joke about 
more pandas (two) than Tory MPs 
(one). Edinburgh zoo’s Tian Tian 
has been artificially inseminated; 
Ruth Davidson suspects a plot: 
“Told you the SNP were worried.” 


History boy 

Plans to allow teenagers to delete 
their social media past will help 
would-be politicians. Michael 
Fabricant recalls being asked in 
1991 if there was anything he had 
done to embarrass the Tories. “If 
there were, I’d hardly tell you,” the 
Lichfield candidate replied. 


Poll of polls 


Average national 
voting intention 


Change 

47% C - 
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Source: UK Polling Report. 14-day rolling average 
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Greek tragedies to help troops combat stress 


Rosemary Bennett Education Editor 

Greek tragedies have been performed 
for more than 100 serving paratroopers 
and veterans to help them to make 
sense of their traumatic experiences on 
the battlefield. 

The army wants to see if the plays can 
encourage servicemen to talk about 
their experiences and help treat or even 
prevent post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The production by the Theatre of 
War company has been performed 
hundreds of times for US forces. A UK 
military charity has brought the per- 
formances to this country and now 
they are seeking funds to expand the 
programme. 

It includes a reading from Sopho- 
cles’s play Ajax, in which the Greek 
warrior loses his sanity and kills him- 
self, and from Philoctetes, where the 
playwright considered the military’s 
duty to care for troops. 

Bryan Doerries, the director, said the 
plays helped troops to realise that they 
were not alone in dealing with prob- 
lems such as post-traumatic stress 
(PTSD). “Because they are so old, they 


are not threatening to audiences. When 
a military audience sees one of those 
ancient plays they don’t feel like we are 
accusing them of anything,” he said. 

“We are asking them to reflect and 
ask what they can recognise in this. 
When service members and soldiers of 
today see their own experiences 
reflected in an ancient story, it brings 
immense relief. People discover that 
they are not alone and most critically 
not alone across time.” 

Sophocles served as a general in the 
Athenian army during the war-ravaged 
5th century BC and also wrote plays 
such as Antigone and Oedipus Rex. 

In Ajax, the title character becomes 
the fiercest warrior in the Greek army 
after the death of his close friend Achil- 
les and mentally loses his way during 
the ninth year of the Trojan war. 
Feeling betrayed, he attempts to 
murder his commanding officers, fails, 
and ultimately takes his own life. 

Fiona MacDonald, founder of the 
military charity Glen Art, which is be- 
hind the initiative, said that putting on 
the play for serving troops was an at- 
tempt to get them to open up about 
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Mary Berry 
speeds away 

Mary Berry has become an 
adrenaline junkie since her 
departure from The Great British 
Bake Off. The 82 -year-old TV 
chef, below, told a diary elf at the 
Fortnum and Mason’s food and 
drinks awards last week that she 
had recently spent two weeks at 
Goodwood racing circuit, home of 
the Festival of Speed. Is she taking 
up the sport? “I got taken around 
the track in this AC Bristol by the 
Duchess of Richmond, who’s the 
same age as me and drives very 
well,” she said. “She’s taught me 
everything I need to know.” I hope 
she learnt the three-point 
turnover and the emergency bake. 


with his successor ; where the nuclear 
codes are handed over. Mitterrand 
put the piece of paper in his top 
pocket. Later ; having changed into 
his finery , he realised he hadn’t 
removed the paper from his suit and 
it had been sent to the dry cleaners. 
People say that the French military is 
frail but Mitterrand took that idea to 
the cleaners. 


KNOCKIN’ ON HEAVEN’S DOOR 
Another amusing tale from Sir 
Ronald Harwood’s biography. One 
evening he was walking out of a 
hotel in South America with JB 
Priestley, the novelist, and Itzhak 
Perlman, the violinist. As Priestley 
looked at the darkened sky outside 
he was reminded of Dylan 
Thomas. “Do not go gentle into 
that good night,” he boomed. To 
which Perlman quite seriously 
replied: “Hey, that’s a good title for 
a song.” 


This election has created a whole 
new glossary. On The Andrew 
Marr Show yesterday , Sir Michael 
Fallon would only say that his 
defence plans would be funded by a 
“ growing economy ”. Marr was 
unconvinced by Fallon’s unfunded 
claims and told him: “ You’re going a 
bit Diane Abbott.” 

you’ve been twingo’d 
The French can be so. . . French. 
An article in Le Monde about what 
Francois Hollande will do next 
notes that he will report to 
Socialist Party HQ on the Rue de 
Solferino, just as Francois 
Mitterrand did in 1995. It adds 
that 20 years ago “les socialistes 
avaient offert une Twingo au 
president sortant, qu’il avait 
donnee a sa fille Mazarine”. 

For the non-francophone, it 
means they gave the 
outgoing president a 
Renault hatchback which 
he gave to his secret 
daughter. 


The confusion of a foreign dignitary 
when George Osborne was 
introduced as Mr Chancellor of the 
Exchequer at a state banquet 
reminds Brian Simm of a cultural 
tour by American stars of Africa in 
the late 1960s. As one jazz band 
leader approached , the local 
Zambian worthy declared: “ His 
excellency , the Duke of Ellington.” 


When President 
Mitterrand was 
inaugurated , Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing had 
.the traditional meeting 


MANGAN ACTS HIS AGE 
Last week Stephen Mangan hosted 
the annual fundraiser for the 
Chickenshed Theatre company, 
which focuses on young 
performers. Mangan, who has 
recently finished filming another 
series of Episodes with Matt Le 
Blanc, didn’t show the usual 
generosity that older actors so 
k famously have for their 
jiL younger counterparts. 

H l) “Watching a new generation of 
" talented, young, energetic people 

m coming through fills me with 

a real sense of panic,” he said. 
^ “ “We don’t need them. This 

business is hard enough as it 
is. I need to cling on to what 
little work I can get.” 



PATRICK KIDD 


mental health problems early. “We are 
a military charity where most of the 
people we support have PTSD and 
many have suffered for a long time,” she 
said. 

“To be able to bring something which 
can help people come forward and talk 
if they are having problems, and maybe 
before they have got too bad, is a great 
privilege. 

“When you have people who have 
been in combat, they recognise these 
words that were written so long ago and 
recognise that if you have had those ex- 
periences, you are not alone,” she said. 
“That is such a big thing. Nearly all the 
veterans I meet with PTSD say that 



Plays such as Ajax, which depicts the 
Trojan war, can be cathartic for troops 


they feel alone.” Combat Stress, the 
mental health charity, said last year 
that the number of veterans needing 
support for mental health problems 
such as PTSD had jumped by 71 per 
cent in the previous five years. It came 
in the aftermath of the campaigns in 
Iraq as well as Afghanistan. 

The mental health charity said that it 
had received nearly 10,000 referrals in 
five years and it was treating more than 
1,300 veterans of Afghanistan for ill- 
nesses including PTSD, depression and 
anxiety, up 34 per cent from a year 
earlier. 

The Ministry of Defence declined to 
comment. 
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Flower show gets to the 
root of class division 


T he quest for 
greater social 
mobility in 
Britain is to be 
celebrated in a 
display of metal and wild 
grass at the Chelsea 
Flower Show (Rosemary 
Bennett writes). 

Called Breaking 
Ground, it combines a 
series of four-metre steel 
walls, heathland flowers 
and grasses, water and 
fragmented paving to 


show the obstacles 
confronting children 
from underprivileged 
backgrounds. 

The garden aims to 
show that barriers are 
receding. It has been 
created by the Wilson 
McWilliam Studio and 
champions a bursary 
offered by Wellington 
College, the independent 
co-educational school, 
for poorer children. 

The centrepieces of 





iSSSMB 


The Chelsea flower show display uses wire and steel walls to represent social barriers 


the Main Avenue garden 
are the towering 
“disappearing walls” 
made of thin metal 
rods welded together 
to resemble giant 
barbed wire, 
representing 
barriers that 
closed off 
public 
school 
education to 
all but the 
wealthiest. 

The garden is 
surrounded on two 
sides by a stone wall 
bearing messages from 
200 students from the 
college, reflecting their 
hopes for the future and 



for what education can 
achieve. 

Grasses, sedges, birch 
and pines are dotted 
around the garden 
along with the 
native 
perennials 
and shrubs 
that feature 
at the 
Berkshire 
school. The 
display is 
sponsored by 
Darwin 
Property 
Investment Management 
whose founder, Anthony 
Esse, is a former pupil. 
Chelsea opens to the 
public on May 23. 


Nieuwe 

leerlingstelsel 
hervormingen 
zijn aan de 
gang. 
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If it’s all double dutch to you, talk to AAT. 

Apprenticeships are changing. From how they are funded to 
how they are run. Whether you are a large or small employer, 
well guide you through it, in plain English. 


Supported by 
National 
Apprenticeship 
Service 


aat 


ACCOUNTING 

APPRENTICESHIPS 


0203 735 2400 aat.org.uk/doubledutch 


AAT is a not for profit organisation with over 140,000 members worldwide. Registered charity. No. 1050724. 


Care homes losing 
2,000 beds a year as 
councils cut funds 


Greg Hurst Social Affairs Editor 

Care homes will run out of beds for 
vulnerable elderly people within two to 
three years as the sector heads for a 
“widespread capacity crisis”, a market 
research company has warned. 

Bed shortages would hit poorer older 
people hardest because the looming 
squeeze would affect those with fewer 
assets and those in the least affluent 
parts of the country, the company said. 

Councils were given an extra £2 bil- 
lion for the next three years in the bud- 
get to help with pressure on social care 
costs. But an analysis of the care home 
sector in Britain, published by Laing- 
Buisson, a healthcare market intelli- 
gence provider, warned that the Trea- 
sury may take comfort from a false as- 
sumption that a crisis has been averted. 

About 2,000 beds are being lost a 
year, especially in poorer areas, as doz- 
ens of care homes close because coun- 
cils, and in some cases the NHS, cut fees 
they are willing or able to pay for care. 

Previous reports have suggested that 
many more “zombie” care homes, pro- 
viding beds to council-funded resi- 
dents, are close to bankruptcy as local 
authorities insist on lowering rates 
because of budget constraints. 

The LaingBuisson study says that the 
market for state-funded care beds, 
which supports 220,000 residents at 
care homes in the independent sector, 
faces a “cloud of uncertainty and risk” 
as prices and profit margins are driven 
lower and capacity shrinks, despite 
growing demand. Higher payroll costs 


from the national living wage will put 
extra pressure on care home providers. 

William Laing, author of the report, 
said: “There is a danger that Treasury 
officials may conclude ‘job done, profit- 
ability restored’. Such a conclusion 
would be mistaken, however, because 
financially stretched local authorities 
are likely to continue to offer only sub- 
inflation fee uplifts to care homes.” 

He added: “A generalised bed short- 
age has been averted to date because 
local authorities have succeeded in 
containing placement numbers. If they 
cannot continue to do this, the natural 
conclusion is a capacity crisis. 

“A severe and widespread capacity 
crisis would be painful, not least for 
people seeking care, but it could be the 
only way of re-establishing investment 
incentives, by driving state-paid prices 
up to sustainable levels.” 

The Local Government Association 
(LG A) said: “The LGA wants each of 
the parties’ manifestos to commit to 
closing the £2.3 billion funding gap fac- 
ing social care services by 2020, and to 
carrying out a formal review to help 
secure a long-term sustainable solution 
to protect vital support services that 
care for elderly and disabled people.” 

The market for privately funded 
places, which comprises 177,000 care 
home residents, is robust, profitable and 
growing at a rate of 6 per cent a year. 

The report did note a potential risk 
from a study by the Competition and 
Markets Authority into instances of ex- 
cessive charges, long notice periods and 
difficulties when a resident moves. 


Call to end divorce case secrecy 


Millionaires in disputes with their es- 
tranged partners should be named on 
lists of cases heard behind closed doors 
at the highest divorce courts, a family 
justice campaigner has said. 

John Hemming, a former Liberal 
Democrat MP, wants journalists to be 
told who is featuring in private High 
Court battles so that they can argue for 
publishing their names. 

Litigants’ surnames are on lists of 
private hearings at lower-level divorce 
courts such as the Central Family Court 
in London but those in the Family Divi- 
sion of the High Court, involving the 
wealthy, contain only case numbers. 

Mr Hemming, 57, said that the pro- 
tection was unfair. He raised concerns 
about a case in which a foreign billion- 
aire was ordered to make a £450 million 
payout to his estranged wife. Mr Justice 


Haddon-Cave did not name those in- 
volved and barred journalists from 
publishing them. 

Mr Hemming said that editors could 
argue in favour of publishing names in 
reports of such cases, but without 
knowing names it would be impossible 
for them to make public interest sub- 
missions to judges. “Journalists should 
at least be able to make arguments in fa- 
vour of reporting. But realistically how 
can they do that if they don’t know 
who’s involved,” he said. 

One High Court judge, Mr Justice 
Holman, sits in open court and allows 
hearings to be reported and litigants to 
be named. He said the distress that 
publicity might cause should not over- 
ride the importance of court proceed- 
ings being “so far as possible, open and 
transparent”. 
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News 


Suit you senor . . . tweed goes to Spain 


Graham Keeley Madrid 
Kaya Burgess 

A brand traditionally at home on Brit- 
ish country estates is aiming to conquer 
the high streets of Spain, as the maker of 
Harris Tweed hopes to prove that 
tweed is the new black. 

The largest producer of Harris 
Tweed, which hails from the Outer He- 
brides, is planning to target European 
fashionistas by pushing into Spain, 
where King Felipe is said to be a fan. 

An event hosted at the British embas- 
sy this year to introduce representa- 
tives from Harris Tweed Hebrides, the 
biggest of three Harris Tweed mills, to 
potential clients who could help the 
British brand to conquer the boutiques 
of the Basque country and the markets 
of Madrid. Brian Wilson, the company’s 
chairman and a former Labour energy 
minister, hopes that the handwoven 
wool will be a natural fit for fashionable 
Spaniards in the colder climate of the 
north. 

King Felipe and his father, Juan Car- 
los, have always worn suits made by 
Jaime Gallo, a tailor in Madrid, who 
said yesterday that he had worked with 
Harris Tweed since the 1970s. 

Originally the fabric was woven by 
crofters for their own use, ideal for pro- 
tection against the climate of the north 
of Scotland. Surplus cloth was traded or 
used as barter, and eventually became a 
form of currency on the islands. 

The company’s products have been 
seen recently on the catwalks in allian- 
ces with labels such as Prada, Chanel, 
Dolce & Gabbana and Ermenegildo 
Zegna, and it plans to expand into 
Spain, France, Italy and Japan. 

Mr Wilson, whose company produ- 
ces 75 per cent of all Harris Tweed, said 
that Spanish tastes in fashion made the 
country a potentially lucrative market. 

“Our fabrics have traditionally been 
identified with an older person who 
liked countryside pursuits,” he said. 
“Now we believe there is a younger 
generation below the age of 40 who, 
once they get to know our fabrics, will 
come to like our classic look. In Spain, 
these are the readers of Hold! or Vanity 
Fair who admire that pseudo-aristo- 
cratic look. 

“Another reason for targeting Spain 
is it is not all about the costas and the 
Mediterranean heat. It gets pretty cold 
here and it has weather similar to 
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The fabric of 
our nation 


Britain in many places, especially in 
Madrid.” 

Last week the Spanish edition of Van- 
ity Fair interviewed Mark Hogarth, cre- 
ative director of Harris Tweed He- 
brides, and wrote: “If this cloth made 
from virgin Scottish wool, with its irreg- 
ular and hairy texture and rustic yet 
soft look, has found a gap in the 21st 
century market it is down to Mr Ho- 
garth’s work.” 

Asked how the plan to expand into 


King Felipe, with Queen Letizia and their daughters Sofia and Leonor, is a fan of tweed. It is also a catwalk hit 


Spain was progressing Mr Wilson said: 
“We took part in a UK embassy event 
earlier in the year introducing us to a 
good range of potential clients, with 
some in the Basque country. It’s a 
step-by-step process. We think it’s an 
interesting challenge as it’s a place we 
could do well. Now it’s just about get- 
ting it in front of the well-dressed Span- 
ish consumer.” 

The company is in talks with Man 
1924, a premium Spanish menswear 


business whose main 
export markets are Japan 
and the Far East, and 
with El Corte Ingles, a 
department store chain. 

The company show- 
cased its wares at Bilbao 
International Art & 
Fashion last week. 

The company, which 
employs 200 staff at mills 
in the Outer Hebrides, re- 


corded pre-profits of 
£2.2 million in 2015 and 
turnover of £10.9 million. 
Once it used 90 per 
cent of its fabric to make 
menswear, but this pro- 
portion has fallen to half 
because the company has 
diversified into accessories 
and womenswear. Two 
thirds of its tweed is exported 
to 66 countries. 


Behind the story 


I t might wax and wane on the 
catwalks, but tweed is a 
hardy perennial in the 
fashion canon, whether as 
coats or suits, or as part of a 
more abstract concept of what it 
is to be British (Harriet Walker 
writes). 

Victoria Beckham, Mulberry 
and Topshop Unique have used it 
recently: tweed has a nostalgic 
yet revolutionary feel that never 
fails to seduce all ages. 

Barely an issue of British 
Vogue goes by without a bright 
young thing draped in the sort of 
jacket her grandfather might dig 
out for the Glorious Twelfth. 

Coco Chanel adopted tweed as 
a signature at her Parisian label 
in the Fifties and tweed became a 
chic standard on the Continent. 

In 1987 Vivienne Westwood 
gave Harris Tweed a reboot when 
she used it to dress punkish 
models. Since then it has been 
the stuff of princes and 
showgirls alike. 

Never underestimate the 
Downton Abbey effect on the 
international palette for 
British garb and heritage 
fabrics: after The Crown 
streamed on Netflix 
demand for tweed, 
waxed jackets and 
homely knitwear 
soared. 


TV cook behind 100m nuisance calls 


Ian Brady has 
palliative care 
in hospital 

George Sandeman 

The Moors murderer Ian Brady, 79, is 
on the brink of death and receiving 
palliative care from nurses who assist 
terminal cancer patients. 

He is being treated at the secure 
Ashworth Hospital in Merseyside. Last 
December he claimed to have been 
suffering from a lung and chest condi- 
tion. He is known to have been a smok- 
er for much of his life, The Sun reported. 

Brady was convicted of the killing of 
five children in the 1960s after hiding 
their bodies on Saddleworth Moor. 

A source told the newspaper: “He is 
gravely ill and everyone there is 
prepared for him dying. He is receiving 
24/7 treatment from nurses specialising 
in assisting patients with terminal 
cancer. Despite who he is and what he 
has done, they are being professional 
and trying to make him as comfortable 
as possible.” 


Kaya Burgess 

The joint owner of a company given a 
record fine for making almost 100 mil- 
lion nuisance calls in 18 months has 
been revealed as a former contestant on 
Come Dine with Me. 

Keurboom Communications was 
fined £400,000 last week after the In- 
formation Commissioner’s Office 
(ICO) said the company had created 
“upset and distress” by making 99.5 
million automated calls. It was, how- 
ever, placed into liquidation soon after, 
meaning the owners may not have to 
pay. 

The calls related to schemes such as 
road traffic accident claims and com- 
pensation for mis-sold PPI and prompt- 
ed more than 1,000 complaints to the 
ICO. The watchdog said: “Some people 
received repeat calls, sometimes on the 
same day and during unsociable hours. 
The company also hid its identity, mak- 
ing it harder for people to complain.” 

The fine was levied against the com- 
pany, registered in Dunstable, but not 
against its director, Gregory Rudd, 51. 
Mr Rudd was also a director of Allied 


Telecommunications, which was 
linked in 2005 to 16 companies fined a 
total of £1.3 million for making thou- 
sands of nuisance calls. That company 
was also placed into liquidation. 

He and his wife, Rachael Tooher- 
Rudd, 47, are Keurboom’s only share- 
holders, according to documents filed 
with Companies House. They live in 
Cambridge and have three children. 


il Rachd Toohcr-Rudd 

if mwr lfvj appeared with a 
Kj ^ * f, topless waiter on 
I s.- Come Dine with Me 

Mrs Tooher-Rudd, a former primary 
school teacher, appeared on the Chan- 
nel 4 show Come Dine with Me in 2006, 
where contestants compete for a £1,000 
prize for cooking the best meal. 

She was introduced on the show as a 
“supermum”, appearing on an episode 
that featured a topless waiter. She said 
on the show that her house was filled 
with ornaments from various holidays, 


joking that the decor is “a bit like me: all 
over the place”. She is understood not to 
have been involved in the day-to-day 
running of the business, working two 
days a week as a primary school coun- 
sellor. The couple did not respond to re- 
quests for comment yesterday. 

Keurboom Communications has 
been placed into voluntary liquidation 
and the information commissioner can 
fine the company but not its director, 
which means the family home in Cam- 
bridge is not under threat. 

An ICO spokesman said: “The ICO is 
committed to recovering the fine by 
working with the liquidator and insol- 
vency practitioners. The ICO’s powers 
will be further strengthened when the 
government introduces a new law al- 
lowing it to fine the company directors 
behind nuisance call firms. 

“Making directors responsible will 
stop them avoiding fines by putting 
their company into liquidation.” 

Mr Rudd was fined £1,000 and Keur- 
boom was fined £1,500 in April last year 
at Luton magistrates’ court after failing 
to comply with demands for informa- 
tion from the ICO. 


Rabbits play 
havoc with 
school sports 

A school has cancelled its sports day 
after its playing fields were invaded by 
rabbits. 

Staff at Cranborne Middle School, in 
Dorset, said that the population of the 
animals had surged this year. Pupils 
hurt themselves falling over the bur- 
rows, and attempts at filling in the holes 
proved futile. Gassing, shooting and us- 
ing ferrets to kill the rabbits failed. 

Health and safety fears mean that the 
400 pupils at the school are no longer 
allowed on the field, Craig Watson, the 
headmaster, said. In a letter to parents, 
he wrote: “We have always shared the 
field with our furry friends, but this year 
there are significantly more than before 
and they are digging countless holes.” 

A gardener in Kintbury, Berkshire, 
also reported a rabbit “plague”. Jan 
Lloyd, 52, said: “They’ve got through 
my lettuces as fast as I can grow them.” 

It is believed that Britain’s rabbit pop- 
ulation is 60 million. 
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In case of rain A thousand umbrellas “float” above St Lawrence street in Bath. The display is inspired by the Agitagueda festival, held in Agueda, Portugal, every year 


Paint turns walls into touchpads 


Mark Bridge Technology Correspondent 

Walls, furniture and everyday objects 
can be turned into giant touchpads with 
the help of a cheap coat of paint. 

The technology could allow people 
to control their television or sound 
system by tapping their coffee table or 
dim the lights by swiping on a wall. 

Electronic touchpads are most com- 
monly found on small, flat surfaces 
such as smartphone screens or laptop 
trackpads, owing to cost and technical 
constraints. 

However, researchers at Carnegie 
Mellon University have found a way to 
turn larger and irregular surfaces into 
touchpads at low cost. “We’ve been able 
to take a can of spray paint and put a 
touch screen on almost anything,” said 
Chris Harrison, an associate professor 
and head of the Future Interfaces 
Group. 

By attaching a series of electrodes to 
objects coated with conductive materi- 
als such as paint or carbon-loaded Velo- 
stat, the researchers were able to detect 


a finger’s touch and track its movement 
across the surface. They said that their 
“Electrick” technology could be used 
by manufacturers to add touch inter- 
faces to new products and also by 
DIYers and tradespeople to add con- 
trols around the house. 

In a demonstration that can be 
viewed on YouTube, they added a coat 
of conductive black paint to an electric 
guitar and programmed software to 
activate musical effects when parts of 
the guitar’s body were touched in 
different ways. 

They also applied conductive paint to 
a 4ft x 8ft board to control a household 
lighting system by tapping or swiping 
on the surface, and they added touch 
controls to a steering wheel to operate a 
car radio. 

The team believes that the system 
has many potential applications in con- 
sumer technology, smart homes and 
motoring. It would fit with the trend to- 
wards “invisible” technology, alongside 
devices such as Amazon’s Echo smart- 
speaker, which enables people to con- 


A Conductive material sprayed on 
w object and electrodes fixed to edge 

A l n turn, pairs of electrodes emit 
” current that is measured 

by the other electrodes Electrode 



finger can be calculated 


trol entertainment systems and appli- 
ances using voice commands. 

Until now, large touch surfaces have 
been expensive and those with irregu- 
lar shapes and flexible surfaces have 
been available mostly in research labs. 
Some other systems for large touch sur- 
faces rely on cameras to track the user’s 


hand movements, which means the 
camera must have line of sight. Privacy 
concerns have also been raised about 
such technologies. 

The Electrick system is based on the 
way a finger shunts some electric 
current to ground when it touches a 
conductive surface. By attaching 
electrodes to the periphery of the object 
or its coating, the researchers localised 
where and when this shunting 
occurred. 

They did this by running small 
amounts of current through the adja- 
cent pairs of electrodes in sequence. An 
algorithm analysed differences in the 
voltage measured at the other 
electrodes to locate the finger. 

Such a system is not as accurate as ex- 
isting touchscreens but it can detect the 
location of a finger’s touch to within 
lcm. The touch surfaces proved durable 
in testing, although a protective layer 
could also be added if necessary. 

The team presented the technology 
at the CHI conference in Denver last 
week. 


Amazon sells gadget used for breaking into cars 


George Sandeman 

Online retailers have been criticised for 
selling gadgets that allow thieves to 
break into cars with electronic locks. 

HackRF One is being sold on Ama- 
zon and eBay for £257 and can be used 
to intercept the radio signal from a key 
as a person unlocks a vehicle. The sig- 
nal is downloaded to a laptop and can 
be used by thieves to steal the car. The 
device is effective up to 30ft away. 

Some manufacturers have intro- 
duced encryption to protect key sig- 
nals, but the device features technology 
that can bypass it. In 2015 more than 


6,000 cars and vans were stolen in 
London by criminals using car hacking 
devices. 

Videos on how to use the gadgets are 
available on YouTube and HackRF 
One is sold for the “development of 
modern and next-generation radio 
technologies” by Great Scott Gadgets. 

The packaging advises users that 
they are “responsible for using HackRF 
One legally” but the industry has called 
for government intervention. 

Andrew Miller, chief technical offi- 
cer at Thatcham Research, which tests 
vehicle security systems, said: “Most of 
these technologies are designed for 


only one purpose, which is to break into 
a car. It tends to be organised crime 
which uses these devices and the prob- 
lem is only going to get worse. The gov- 
ernment needs to review the availabili- 
ty of these items.” 

A spokesman for eBay said: “The de- 
vice is widely available and is advertised 
as having a broad range of uses. We have 
not been advised of any restrictions on 
its sale.” 

Amazon declined to comment. 

Michael Ossmann, the founder of 
Great Scott Gadgets, said: “We encour- 
age [carmakers] and automobile own- 
ers to use equipment such as HackRF 


One to test their own vehicles as per- 
mitted by law.” 

YouTube said that it had “clear 
policies that outline what content is 
acceptable to post and we remove 
videos violating these policies”. 

Jaguar Land Rover said: “Jaguar Land 
Rover is concerned but aware of the 
illegal use of equipment used to attack 
security systems on modern vehicles. 
We have a dedicated team working tire- 
lessly with the aim of keeping customer 
vehicles secure from these criminal 
gangs who are continually attempting 
to devise new ways of hacking into 
vehicles.” 


News 

Pregnancy in 
winter cuts 
diabetes risk 


Tom Whipple Science Editor 

Women are less likely to have gesta- 
tional diabetes if their pregnancy spans 
the winter, according to a study which 
found that the cooler the weather, the 
lower the risk of the condition. 

The research is the latest to find a link 
between exposure to cold and im- 
proved health, particularly when it 
comes to diabetes. A separate study 
published this month found that people 
with type 2 diabetes improved if they 
spent time in a marginally colder 
environment. That research led 
scientists to advise that people turn 
down heating in winter. 

The latest study looked at more than 
500,000 births over 12 years. It was con- 
ducted in Toronto, where there is a 
large seasonal range in temperatures. 
Women were screened for gestational 
diabetes between their second and 
third trimester. When the average tem- 
perature was -10C or below, less than 5 
per cent had the condition. When 24 C 
or above, it was almost 8 per cent. 

Gillian Booth, a scientist at St Mich- 
ael’s Hospital, Toronto, said that the re- 
sults, published in the Canadian Medical 
Association Journal, may be explained 
by the body’s response to cold, in which 
it makes “brown fat”, which can help 
regulate insulin response. Dr Booth 
said: “It fits a pattern we expected from 
new studies showing that cold exposure 
can improve your sensitivity to insulin.” 


Tweeting about 
flu symptoms 
could save lives 


Mark Bridge 

Putting aside your snotty tissues to tell 
social media about your illness may not 
be an entirely self-indulgent act of 
oversharing — scientists say you could 
be saving lives. 

Researchers in the US, Britain and 
Italy have analysed more than 50 mil- 
lion tweets alongside official data to 
predict the spread of seasonal flu up to 
six weeks ahead. They say their model 
could help health services to stockpile 
drugs and target immunisation and 
awareness campaigns. 

The team, led by Alessandro Vespig- 
nani of Northeastern University in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, used algorithms to 
analyse tweets mentioning flu or its 
symptoms in combination with data on 
cases seen by doctors and factors such 
as the viral strains, incubation periods 
and immunisation rates. 

“This kind of integration has never 
been done before,” said Professor Ves- 
pignani. “We were not looking for the 
number of people who were sick 
because Twitter will not tell you that. 
What we wanted to know was: do we 
have more flu at this point in time in 
Texas or in New Jersey, in Seattle or in 
San Francisco? 

“Twitter, which includes GPS loca- 
tions, is a proxy for that. By looking at 
how many people were tweeting about 
their symptoms or how miserable they 
were because of the flu, we were able to 
get a relative weight in each area.” 

He said the new framework, tested 
against official flu figures in the US, 
Italy and Spain across two seasons, also 
predicted the spread of flu significantly 
earlier than other models. They were 
able to forecast the time and intensity 
of the virus’s peak six weeks in advance 
with accuracy of 70 to 90 per cent. 
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News 

Cake prices rise . . . and 
shoppers lose pounds 


Brexit could succeed 
where health warnings 
and a sugar tax have 
failed, by helping to wean 
shoppers off cakes and 
confectionery (Rosemary 
Bennett writes). 

Prices have risen by as 
much as 25 per cent since 
the referendum as the 
falling value of the pound 
has pushed up the cost of 
imported ingredients. 

The price of Mr Ki- 
pling’s Cherry Bakewells 
and Cadbury Milk Choco- 
late Cake Bars have risen 
by 10 per cent to £1.60 in 
several supermarkets. A 
Cadbury Triple 
Choc Roll has 
risen by a simi- 
lar amount to 
£1.65. A Flake 
Celebration Cake 
was £8 but now 


costs £10 at Morrisons. 
Angel Delight has gone 
up from 40p to 50p at As- 
da. Bird’s Custard Powder 
is £1.15 in many shops 
compared with £1.10 
before the vote. 

Supermarkets have 
promised to keep prices 
down, but Steve Dresser, a 
food retail analyst, said: 
“Retailers and their sup- 
pliers are reaching the end 
of their financial years, 
have looked at supplier 
contracts and have clearly 
had some difficult conver- 
sations about cost increas- 
es.” Prices could rise 
further if Britain 
leaves the EU 
without a 
trade deal, 
according to 
the British Retail 
Consortium. 



Import ban on ‘risky’ 
US beef may be lifted 


Britain could import beef 
from cattle reared on 
growth hormones, which 
is banned in the EU, 
under a trade deal with 
the US, George Eustice, 
the farming minister, has 
suggested (Jerome 
Starkey writes). 

During an interview 
with Andrew Shirley, 
head of rural research at 
Knight Frank, he was 
asked if Britain would 
relax the rules on 
hormone-treated imports 
to win access to America’s 
financial markets. Mr 
Eustice said that the 
government “will not 
compromise on animal 
welfare and food safety”. 

However, he declined to 
say that Britain would 
definitely maintain the 
EU ban, which is 


unpopular in Washington. 
“He isn’t ruling it out. He 
doesn’t categorically say 
‘no’,” Mr Shirley said. “He 
talked about food safety 
but in America they 
would argue that 
hormone-treated beef has 
no impact on food safety.” 

In 2002 the EU’s 
scientific committee on 
veterinary measures said 
that there was a “potential 
risk to human health from 
hormone residues”. 

Minette Batters, of the 
National Farmers Union, 
said: “We don’t want 
access to growth 
hormones and we don’t 
believe the British public 
do either.” 

US farmers say that 
beef reared using growth 
hormones and antibiotics 
is safe to eat. 
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News 

Artificial ingredients put a stain on Paltrow’s organic beauty products 


George Sandeman 

Gwyneth Paltrow, the actress re- 
nowned for her clean living, has been 
criticised for using artificial ingredients 
in her range of Goop beauty products. 

Although Goop’s website states that 
the products nurture your skin “with 
powerful organic ingredients infused 
into high-tech formulas that deliver 
immediate and ongoing results”, closer 
inspection reveals that they contain 
petrochemical derivatives. Ingredients 


in the revitalising day moisturiser and 
exfoliating instant facial cream, which 
cost £77 and £97 respectively, include 
diheptyl succinate and panthenyltriac- 
etate. 

Goop’s replenishing night cream, 
which costs £108, contains retinyl pal- 
mitate, a manufactured form of vitamin 
A often found in other skincare prod- 
ucts such as sun cream. The Soil Asso- 
ciation lists it as one of its ten most hat- 
ed ingredients. 

Although Goop has not broken any 


laws, beauty bloggers accused the com- 
pany of misleading consumers. 

Jacqueline Staph Jones, who runs the 
Beauty Proof website, said: “It is com- 
mon practice in the green beauty in- 
dustry for brands to use borderline 
questionable ingredients. Because 
there’s no consensus on what makes a 
beauty product natural or not, the term 
can be stretched and pulled, often mis- 
leading consumers.” 

A spokesman for Cosmos, an organi- 
sation that sets standards for organic 


and natural cosmetics, said: “Goop 
products are not certified to our stan- 
dard and we understand that some of 
the ingredients are not allowed by 
Cosmos.” 

Ms Paltrow’s website attracts nearly 
four million visits a month and is adver- 
tised as “a modern lifestyle brand, offer- 
ing cutting-edge wellness advice from 
doctors and experts . . . and a curated 
shop of clean beauty”. 

The Soil Association is planning to 
campaign for greater accountability in 


the beauty and skincare industries. A 
recent report by the group detailed in- 
stances in which companies such as 
Boots, the Organic Pharmacy and 
Faith in Nature were similarly “mis- 
leading” customers. 

Goop said in a statement: “Our phi- 
losophy is to ensure that ingredients 
linked to health harm are not found in 
our products. This is not an exact 
science, as there are many sources for 
information about ingredient toxicity, 
and the data changes every day.” 


James Hewitt 
recovering in 
hospital after 
heart attack 


Kaya Burgess 

Princess Diana’s former lover James 
Hewitt has been taken to hospital after 
suffering a heart attack. 

The former army officer told his 
agent less than a month ago that he was 
feeling unwell and was due to have a 
medical procedure. 

A relative of Mr Hewitt, 59, said 
yesterday: “The family were concerned. 
He was all set for a procedure when he 
had a heart attack. 

“He had a pre-existing illness, then 
got seriously ill. Suddenly it got very 
critical and he was rushed to hospital. It 
was pretty serious but hopefully we’re 
all OK now. He is recovering.” 

Teresa Quinlan, his spokeswoman 
and agent, was unable to confirm 
reports that he had suffered a stroke 
yesterday. 

She said: “The last contact I had with 
James was two or three weeks ago by 
text. I tried to call him and he texted me 
to say he was feeling a bit poorly and 
would contact me the next day, and I 
haven’t heard from him since. 

“I now realise why I haven’t heard 
from him. I didn’t realise there was a 
possibility he may be more seriously ill 
than I thought.” 

He is believed to be receiving treat- 
ment at the Royal Devon and Exeter 
hospital, where he is expected to spend 


several weeks, after being moved from 
the Derriford hospital in Plymouth. 
A spokesman at the Royal Devon and 
Exeter declined to comment yesterday. 

Princess Diana admitted in an inter- 
view in 1995 that she had had a five-year 
affair with Mr Hewitt after the pair met 
in the 1980s. She was still married to the 
Prince of Wales at the time. She and 
Prince Charles divorced in 1996. 

Mr Hewitt has since faced persistent 
rumours that he is the father of Prince 
Harry, who was born in 1984, and has 
been forced to deny the claim repeated- 
ly, including in March this year when he 
was asked about it on Australian televi- 
sion and replied: “No, I’m not.” Asked 
why the rumours persisted, he added: 
“It sells papers.” 

Paul Burrell, a footman to the royals 
who has described himself as Princess 
Diana’s “rock”, has previously said that 
Mr Hewitt had only started his rela- 
tionship with her after Prince Harry 
was born, a point that Mr Hewitt has 
made himself. 

The claims also featured in last 
week’s episode of King Charles III, the 
new BBC Two adaptation of a stage 
play by Mike Bartlett that imagines the 
first days of Charles’s reign after acced- 
ing to the throne following the death of 
the Queen. 

In the drama, a commoner asks 
Harry: “Is Charles really your dad? Or 
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Princess Diana presenting a trophy to James Hewitt after a polo match in the 1990s. The pair admitted to a five-year affair 


was it the other one?” The woman in 
the series jokes that the prince would be 
“out of the family” if it were ever 
proved that Mr Hewitt was his biologi- 
cal father. 

Mr Hewitt was born in Northern 
Ireland and served in the British Army 


for 17 years, including as a tank 
commander during the Gulf War and as 
a cavalry officer. 

After his career in the military, he 
went on to open a golf driving range and 
to appear on a celebrity version of The 
X Factor in 2006, with Rebecca Loos, 


the model and media personality, as his 
singing partner. He opened a bar in 
Marbella in 2009 but it closed down 
four years later. 

Mr Hewitt is understood to live with 
his mother in an apartment in a 
converted country house near Exeter. 


Today hosts ‘jealous’ of Robinson 


Kaya Burgess 

Two presenters on the Today pro- 
gramme are said to have raised con- 
cerns with BBC bosses that all the 
biggest interviews and highest-profile 
slots on the news show are being given 
to Nick Robinson. 

The corporation’s former political 
editor joined the Radio 4 presenting 
team in the autumn of 2015. This year, 
he has conducted the main interview 
with Philip Hammond after the budget 
and interviewed Theresa May after she 
called a snap election. Robinson is also 
set to front Today on election results 
morning. 

Two of his colleagues, who have not 
been named, are believed to have ap- 
proached bosses within Radio 4 and the 



Nick Robinson is 
said to conduct all 
the big interviews 


corporation’s news operation to express 
concerns that Robinson is dominating 
the big set-piece moments on the show. 

One presenter took concerns to 
Gwyneth Williams, the controller of 
Radio 4, while another approached Ga- 
vin Allen, controller of daily news pro- 
grammes, it is believed. 

The BBC declined to comment on in- 
ternal meetings. A source said: “All 
journalists want to do the big inter- 
views.” Robinson is one of five present- 


ers on Today, alongside Mishal Husain, 
John Humphrys, Justin Webb and Sar- 
ah Montague. 

The programme has had its share of 
internal rivalry between presenters. 
Humphrys told The Times that he once 
wrote a resignation email to BBC boss- 
es in “a fit of anger”, believed to have 
related to the presenting set-up after 
the EU referendum last year. 

Presenters may also be looking to ce- 
ment their positions and seek reassur- 
ance amid changes and rumoured 
shake-ups on Today. Sarah Sands, the 
former editor of the Evening Standard, 
has just taken over as editor of the 
early-morning news programme. 
There have also been rumours that 
Robert Peston could be in the frame to 
return to the BBC as a Today presenter. 


Fans’ complaints saved my 
job, says Springwatch star 


George Sandeman 

A television presenter has revealed 
how an outcry from Springwatch view- 
ers and his co-presenters helped him 
get his job back. 

Martin Hughes-Games was dis- 
missed last year but a campaign by 
viewers and his co-presenters Michaela 
Strachan and Chris Packham prompt- 
ed executives to bring him back. 

In an interview with The Mail on Sun- 
day, Mr Hughes-Games, 61, said he was 
told his “time was up” but there was “a 
tremendous response from viewers”. 

He said: “Some people high up in the 
BBC were quite surprised by this. Chris 
and Michaela also sent emails. It was 


then decided that it would be an idea to 
keep me in the mix.” 

In his new role on the programme, 
which returns on May 29, he will report 
from locations across Britain. Gillian 
Burke, his replacement, will join the 
other two presenters in the main out- 
door studio. 

Ms Burke, 42, was born in Kenya and 
read for a degree in zoology at the Uni- 
versity of Bristol, where she developed 
a particular interest in pest control. 

Speaking about her new job on 
national television, she said: “This is all 
slightly surreal ... I’ve come a long way 
from my maggot-farming days when I 
was doing research on sheep blowfly 
strike.” 
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Potholes damage thousands of cars a month 


Graeme Paton 

Transport Correspondent 

The number of vehicles damaged by 
potholes has soared by almost two 
thirds in a year, raising fresh concerns 
about the state of the roads and cash- 
strapped councils failing to maintain 
them. 

Figures from the RAC show that pa- 
trols attended 63 per cent more pot- 
hole-related breakdowns in the first 
three months of this year compared 
with the same period last year despite 
relatively mild weather. 

The data showed that more than 
6,500 callouts were made between Jan- 


uary and March citing poor road sur- 
faces as a cause. Incidents included bro- 
ken suspension springs, damaged 
shock absorbers and distorted wheels, 
leaving motorists with bills running in- 
to hundreds of pounds. 

The figure prompted alarm about the 
state of roads in England and claims 
that surfaces were in “terminal decline” 
because of a lack of investment. 

A study earlier this year found that 17 
per cent of roads were classed as poor 
— the worst category — following 
decades of underfunding combined 
with increased traffic levels. 

The report by the Asphalt Industry 
Alliance warned that such roads had 


less than five years of working life left, 
meaning that they would need to be 
completely resurfaced or closed to traf- 
fic by 2021-22. 

The RAC said that the condition of 
local roads was “on a knife edge”. David 
Bizley, the breakdown service’s chief 
engineer, said: “As a nation we still have 
a long way to go to ensure the whole 
road network ... is really fit for purpose. 

“Anyone that has experienced a 
breakdown as a result of hitting a 
pothole will know just how frustrating 
that can be, not to say dangerous and 
expensive if damage to their vehicle is 
sustained.” 

He called on all political parties to 


make funding commitments in the run- 
up to next month’s election. 

He said: “Local authorities still have a 
huge gap in their roads budget and until 
central government is willing to ring- 
fence sufficient funding to bring local 
roads back into a state that is fit for pur- 
pose, their condition will be subject to 
the whims of the weather and they will 
continue to be the poor relation in the 
nation’s transport infrastructure.” 

According to the RAC, the number of 
pothole-related callouts was actually 
down slightly on the same point two 
years ago. At the start of 2015, the RAC 
went to 6,900 such breakdowns. How- 
ever, that period coincided with a sharp 


drop in temperatures and heavy rain- 
fall, leading to a sudden deterioration of 
road surfaces, which was not experi- 
enced at the start of this year. 

The RAC said that pothole-related 
breakdowns accounted for 2.7 per cent 
of jobs in the first quarter of this year — 
the highest since it started collecting 
figures in 2006. 

• A protester who fills potholes in Bath 
with flowers has been asked to stop by 
the council. Jason Dorley-Brown, 52, 
was told he may be liable if they caused 
a crash. He said he is “very careful” 
about which roads he chooses. Bath 
and North East Somerset council said it 
took “the issue of potholes seriously”. 
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Castle under siege from fatbergs 


Lumps of fat more than a metre wide are 
blocking sewers underneath Warwick 
Castle for the second time in two years 
and stopping the flow of waste to the 
sewage works. Unless the “fatbergs” are 
cleared Severn Trent, the water com- 
pany, says that the town and 950-year- 
old castle could be flooded by effluent. 

Malcolm Smith, from the company, 
said that residents had not learnt their 
lesson from the last blockage and were 


still pouring oil and fat down the drain 
and flushing wipes down lavatories. “As 
part of our strategy to prevent sewer 
misuse, we’ll be visiting restaurants and 
takeaways in Warwick yet again to talk 
to owners about safe disposal of fat to try 
to prevent this happening again,” he said. 
“Please put wipes in the bin, not down 
the toilet, and pour cooking oil and fat 
into a sealable container when it’s cold, 
and throw that into the bin too.” 


Scots porpoises 
killed by dolphins 

Bottlenose dolphins have 
killed ten seals, ten 
whales and 16 harbour 
porpoises off the coast of 
Scotland in the past 
month, according to the 
Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme. It also 
reported that four minke 
whales, one of which was 
ill, had been washed 
ashore in April. 

Prison dog sacked 
for biting toddler 

A drug patrol dog has 
been taken off duty at 
Belmarsh Prison in 
London after it bit a 
toddler who was visiting a 
relative. A witness told 
the Sunday People: “The 
dog went crazy and just 
went for the little girl. She 
was screaming. Until then 
it had just been a routine 
drug search.” 


D-day veteran’s 
skydiving record 



A D-Day veteran has 
become the oldest in the 
world to skydive at the 
age of 101 and 38 days. 
Bryson Hayes, known as 
Verdun, completed the 
tandem jump with three 
generations of his family 
in Devon. Armand 
Gendreau from Canada, 
held the old record at 101 
and three days. 
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said Ghesquiere, a 
Japanophile. 

The show was followed by 
a dinner in Kyoto’s geisha 
district of Gion, complete 
with 200 geishas. Turning 
Japanese, indeed. 


The Cruise collection in Kyoto 
blended the culture of Japan 
and its flowing kimonos 
with a 1970s urban edge 


“Cruise is always a 
discovery, a game of 
integrating the culture of 
the country we are visiting 
with the culture of Louis 
Vuitton.” 

Ghesquiere’s default 
brand of hard-edged 
urban chic was given 
site-specific relevance 
via exaggerated 
samurai-shouldered 
leather tabards, cloud- 
patterned silks, and 
intarsia knits strewn 
with fans. 

The monogram bags 
— with which the brand 
makes the money to pay 
for events such as this — 
came with kabuki-mask 
flaps, which will surely 
appeal to only the most 
diehard Vuitton-lover. 
There was a 1970s 
rock chic feel to 
proceedings, too, with 
patchwork leather 
and fur jackets, 
cowboy boots with 
go-faster flames, and 
stadium-appropriate, 
acid-bright skinny 
trousers. The make-up 
was part-kabuki, 
part-Ziggy Stardust. 
“I wanted to 
reflect the 
joyfulness of 
this 

country,” 


Vuitton’s 
Japanese 
voyage of 
discovery 


Anna Murphy 

FASHION DIRECTOR 


T he latest salvo in 
the globe- 
bestriding battle of 
the mega-brands 
that is the month 
of May came yesterday 
evening in the countryside 
outside Kyoto, Japan. 

Louis Vuitton unveiled 
its new Cruise collection 
in the grounds of IM Pei’s 
Miho museum, a towering 
modernist glass house. 

The catwalk ran the 
length of a bridge 
suspended high above 
the surrounding forest, 
and the actresses 
Michelle Williams and 
Jennifer Connelly were 
among those looking on 
from the front row, 
along with local clients 
in Vuitton 

monogrammed kimonos 
and obis. 

The Cruise collections 
originated to serve 
women who “winter 
over” in far-flung 
destinations. Now 
they’ve become about 
geography in a different 
sense, as the biggest luxury 
labels show their muscle by 
way of extravaganzas 
staged around the world. 

What does that mean 
when it comes to the 
clothes? As Nicolas 
Ghesquiere, Louis Vuitton’s 
creative director, observed: 


News 

Warning over 
fidget spinners 
craze in classes 


Gabe Jagger 

Toys that are claimed to help school- 
children who have attention deficit 
disorder to concentrate may not help at 
all, experts say as the craze sweeps 
classrooms. 

The gadgets, called fidget spinners, 
consist of three interlocked plastic 
circles that are spun around the finger 
like a propeller and are marketed as a 
way to eliminate anxiety and help 
people with ADHD to focus. 

Teachers and behavioural specialists 
are less certain of their benefits. “The 
spinners are a toy, not a treatment,” 
David Anderson, a clinical psycholo- 
gist, said. “Kids might really enjoy them 
but there is no specific research into the 
link between them and ADHD. 

“We should be focusing on estab- 
lished methods of intervention instead 
of being distracted by the appeal of a 
one-size-fits-all fix.” 

The gadgets, also called fidget rollers 
and finger spinners, have become so 
popular that stockists such as Smyths 
and Toys R Us have reported shortages. 

Jeremy Beider, an ADHD specialist, 
said: “I would not currently classify a 
fidget spinner as a viable aid for 
ADHD.” Until more tests were carried 
out “we won’t know whether fidget 
spinners are a distraction or are help- 
ful”, he added. “Schools and parents 
would do well to focus their attention 
on more established interventions first.” 

Teachers are taking to online forums 
to vent their frustrations about the 
classroom distraction, with one saying: 
“It’s a fad and will pass soon enough.” 

Helen Crimlisk, of the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists, said: “Anecdotally 
children tell us similar strategies are 
helpful, but these objects could cause 
more difficulties with concentration. 
Marketing these objects as ‘the answer’ 
to managing ADHD is worrying as it 
may cause parents and teachers to 
focus on management rather than en- 
gaging in evidence-based treatment.” 


Gender neutral uniforms 
‘will make pupils happier’ 


Grammar schools stop 
others from aiming high 


Rosemary Bennett Education Editor 

One of London’s leading private 
schools is considering the introduction 
of gender neutral uniforms. 

Highgate School in north London is 
consulting pupils on a mix-and-match 
design that would not be called girls’ or 
boys’ dress. 

It comes as head teachers say they 
are having to change school rules to 
deal with growing numbers of children 
questioning their identity. 

At present Highgate girls can wear 
grey trousers, dark bluejackets and ties 
but boys cannot choose the grey pleat- 
ed skirts that girls are allowed and have 
to wait until they are 16 to wear 
earrings. “We are asking them, should it 
be called uniform number one and uni- 
form number two?” Adam Pettitt, the 
headmaster, said. 

He said that parents would be asked 
before a decision is taken, but added 
that if some boys wore skirts “then if 
they feel happier and more secure in 
who they are, it must be a good thing”. 

He admitted that some former pupils 
were opposed to the changes. “They 
write in and say if you left children to 
their own devices they would grow up 


differently and you are promoting the 
wrong ideas,” he said. Schools were 
having to mediate between parents and 
children because some parents did not 
know their children were querying 
their gender identity with counsellors 
at the school, Mr Pettitt added. 

Alumni at the £19,590-a-year school 
include the cricketer Phil Tufnell, the 
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins and the 
former Labour home secretary Charles 
Clarke. 

Last year Brighton College, a co -edu- 
cational independent school, scrapped 
the distinction between boys’ and girls’ 
uniforms to accommodate transgender 
students. 

Transgender pupils or those unsure 
about their identity are able to choose 
between a traditional blazer, tie and 
trousers or skirt and bolero jacket. 

Highgate will hold a conference for 
dozens of schools next month called 
The Developing Teenager. 

One topic will be how teachers 
should handle the growing pressure 
from children to scrap “old-fashioned” 
ideas of male and female. Instead many 
youngsters prefer to think of gender as 
a spectrum along which they can 
explore all different identities. Other 


schools are considering gender neutral 
lavatories and replacing gender-specif- 
ic language, including terms such as 
“lady-like” or “man up”. 

Critics warn that the trend for 
gender-neutral clothing will lead to 
confusion and could push vulnerable 
children into thinking they have prob- 
lems with their gender. 

Alan Smithers, professor of educa- 
tion at Buckingham University, said 
there was a risk of copycat behaviour. 

“Schools need to help young people 
become comfortable with their identi- 
ties, not reinforce their anxieties with 
measures such as gender-neutral 
uniforms,” he said. 

Figures show a sharp rise in the num- 
ber of young people seeking help to 
change gender. More than 2,000 
under-18s were referred to the Gender 
Identity Clinic at the Tavistock and 
Portman NHS Foundation Trust in 
north London last year, compared with 
about 100 when it opened eight years 
ago. 

Bernadette Wren, consultant clinical 
psychologist at the clinic, said that 
historically there had been more refer- 
rals of boys but there had been an 
increase in the numbers of girls. 


Rosemary Bennett 

Grammar schools suck the ambition 
out of bright pupils in surrounding 
comprehensives, a study into graduate 
applications to top companies suggests. 

It found that in counties with selec- 
tion at 11 there were almost three times 
as many applications per head from 
youngsters who attended grammar 
schools as from those at neighbouring 
comprehensives. 

The application rate from even the 
weakest of the grammars was higher 
than from the best non-selective 
schools, where pupils were performing 
better academically. 

In counties without selection at 11 
there was no such effect. Applications 
to the top firms came from the best 
students from both high-performing 
and weaker comprehensives. 

The data found that there was overall 
a higher application rate to the top 
companies from counties with no 
selection than from those with 
grammars. 

The research was conducted by the 
recruitment company Rare and used 
data gathered from 75,000 applications 
to 35 of the top law firms, management 
consultancies, banks and other FTSE 
100 companies that offer the best grad- 
uate salaries. It compared applications 


from six counties, three with grammar 
schools including Kent and Bucking- 
hamshire, and three that had only com- 
prehensive schools, including Hert- 
fordshire and Oxfordshire. 

All of the applicants were graduates, 
suggesting the effects of secondary- 
school selection last beyond university. 

The report illustrates the potentially 
damaging effect grammar schools can 
have on neighbouring schools. Critics 
say that while there is little doubt gram- 
mar schools are good for those who at- 
tend them, children who fail to get in 
feel written off. 

Raph Mokades, managing director of 
Rare, said that the data shows gram- 
mars “depress aspiration”. 

The Conservatives are attempting to 
work out how to balance their pledge to 
lift the ban on new grammars with a 
promise to support the schools of child- 
ren who do not get in. 

They also want to make clear that 
they believe grammars are a vehicle for 
social mobility. This has been a difficult 
argument to make given evidence 
showing that grammar school pupils 
are mainly middle class. There are only 
3 per cent of grammar school pupils on 
free meals, the standard measure of 
low income. Across all secondary 
schools, about 17 per cent of pupils 
receive free meals. 
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News 


Safety rules ‘make airshows dangerous’ 


NICHOLAS HAIR/DEMOTIX 


Graeme Paton 

Transport Correspondent 

Safety measures imposed after the 
Shoreham disaster may actually be 
making airshows more dangerous, 
according to pilots. 

The warning comes after a pilot 
crashed in front of spectators at the 
Abingdon airshow in Oxfordshire 
yesterday and was taken to hospital. 

Research commissioned by the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
warned that new rules, including 
height and distance restrictions on 
planes, were distracting pilots and 
making them feel “less safe”. 

The study said that confusion over 
some regulations had left a num- 
ber of display pilots “under 
more pressure than in- 
tended”. It also warned of 
a rise in administration 
and insurance costs, 
forcing some displays to 
hire less experienced 
pilots to keep budgets 
down. 

According to the 
report, the num- 
ber of displays 
last year fell by 
more than a 
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quarter, from 239 in 2015 to 173 in 
2016, with costs seen as a big factor. 

Of those that were staged, the 
study suggested that shows were be- 
coming more tame, with organisers 
“reducing the number of display 
items” to avoid excessive charges. 

The CAA introduced a host of re- 
strictions after the 2015 Shoreham 
disaster, when a 1955 Hawker Hunter 
crashed on to a busy road. Eleven 
people were killed but the pilot, Andy 
Hill, survived. The 29 new rules to 
improve safety included forcing most 
aircraft to fly 230 metres from 
crowds, rising to 450 metres for 
planes travelling faster than 345mph. 

Operators of ex-military jets were 
also banned from performing stunts 
below 500ft (152m) without CAA 
permission. Other requirements 
include forcing organisers to make 
“stop calls” if they have any concerns 
over pilot competency, leading to the 
immediate grounding of a flight. 

The pilot involved in yesterday’s 
crash was flying a Twister display air- 
craft when he came down in a 
“wheels-up” or “belly” landing. He 
was breathing and conscious after the 
crash, according to the organisers. 

The CAA has denied that airshows 
are less safe and insists that many of 


the measures were recommended by 
crash investigators in a Shoreham 
report. However, some pilots are 
critical. 

The report said there were “con- 
cerns that changes in the separation 
distances and the greater, perceived, 
consequences of ‘stop’ calls have had 
an unintended impact on pilots, who 
told us that they feel less safe because 
they were more distracted and more 
restricted during their displays”. 

One pilot told researchers that the 
flight display director “spent 75 per 
cent of time worrying about paper- 
work ... rather than the air display 
safety itself”, adding: “As a result, I 
personally feel the airshow this year 
is much less safe than last year.” 

The authority commissioned a re- 
view of the rules by Helios, the avia- 
tion consultancy. Its report, based on 
interviews with display organisers, 
pilots and spectators, was published 
this month. 

A CAA spokesman said that the 
Helios research was carried out last 
year at a “period of change for the 
display community”, adding: “There 
is now greater familiarity with the 
enhanced safety framework and we 
are fully committed to ensuring that 
all airshows take place safely.” 


Exodus from 
Church of 
England 
slows at last 


Kaya Burgess 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The falling number of people who 
identify as Church of England wor- 
shippers is showing signs of stabilis- 
ing, linked to a rise in patriotism, 
researchers have found. 

In 1983, 40 per cent of people 
identified as Anglican, but this had 
fallen to 16.3 per cent by 2009. The 
figure crept back up to 17.1 per cent by 
2015, a study has shown. 

The report by a theology professor 
at St Mary’s University, southwest 
London, described the long-term 
trend of decline in Church of England 
affiliation, but added: “The past three 
years are worth highlighting. If talk of 
even a modest Anglican revival 
would be premature, one certainly 
can speak of a newfound stability.” 

Stephen Bullivant, the report’s 
author, said: “People see Christianity 
as an expression of Englishness. 
There has been more rhetoric around 
Britain being a Christian nation. I 
suspect a larger proportion of people 
who do say they are Anglican tend to 
be patriotic.” 

Church of England worshippers, 
along with members of every other 
denomination and faith, are far out- 
numbered by those who have no reli- 
gion. They make up 48.6 per cent of 
the population, according to analysis 
from the British Social Attitudes Sur- 
vey and European Social Survey. This 
figure has fallen from its high point in 
2009, when it stood at 50.6 per cent. 

In the population as a whole, 
17.1 per cent are Anglicans, 8.7 per 
cent are Roman Catholics, 17.2 per 
cent are from another Christian 
denomination and 8.4 per cent follow 
a non- Christian religion. 

The research also shows an in- 
crease in “nonverts”, or those who 
were brought up with faith but pro- 
fess to have no religion by adulthood. 

For every person who becomes a 
Christian as an adult after a non-reli- 
gious upbringing, 26 people who 
were brought up as Christians go on 
to identify as non-believers, the 
figures show. 
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Scottish Equitable Policyholders Trust Limited 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the twenty-fourth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of 
Qualifying Policyholders of Scottish Equitable Policyholders Trust Limited will be held 
at Aegon, Lochside Crescent, Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh EH12 9SE on 23 June 2017 
at 1 :45 p.m. for the following purposes: 

1. To consider the Report on the activities of the Company for the year ended 
31 December 2016. 

2. To approve the aggregate ordinary remuneration to be made available to the 
Directors of the Company. 

3. To reappoint Mr Brian Duffin (retiring by rotation) as a Director of the Company. 
Any Qualifying Policyholder who is entitled to attend and vote is entitled to appoint 
another person (who need not be a Qualifying Policyholder) as his proxy to attend 
and vote instead of him. A proxy is entitled to vote but is not entitled to speak except 
to demand or join in demanding a poll. Proxy forms, which can be obtained from the 
Secretary, must be deposited at Aegon, Lochside Crescent, Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh 
EH12 9SE before 9 a.m. on 20 June 2017. 

Any Qualifying Policyholder whose policy, as at the commencement of the Meeting, 
is in force, and has been at least one year in force, is entitled to attend and vote at 
the Meeting. 

“Qualifying Policyholders” for the purposes of this Notice has the meaning set out in the 
Trust Deed executed by the Company on 31 December 1993 and extends to: 

(a) any person who was a member of Scottish Equitable Life Assurance Society and 
whose policy was transferred to Scottish Equitable pic; and 

(b) any person who has a with profits policy with Scottish Equitable pic where the policy 
has been linked to the With Profits Sub-Fund for a continuous period of at least one 
year as at the commencement of the Meeting. 

Any queries in respect of the qualification of policyholders to attend and vote at the 
Meeting should be addressed to the Secretary. 
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Foxhunting carries a 
toxic scent for the Tories 

Clare Foges 
Page 26 
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Our race against computer viruses is endless 


Cybercrime has become part of daily life but, as with natural diseases, ingenuity allows us to remain one step ahead 


Matt 

Ridley 


@MATTWRIDLEY 



T he WannaCry ransomware 
cyberattack of last week, 
which briefly crippled 
much of the National 
Health Service, may be the 
biggest, but it will not be the last 
outbreak of cybercrime. Remember 
your Through the Looking-Glass. The 
Red Queen lives in a world where, 
she says: “It takes all the running you 
can do, to keep in the same place. If 
you want to get somewhere else, you 
must run at least twice as fast as 
that.” We, the good guys, are locked 
in a Red Queen race with hackers, 
just as we, the human race, are 
locked in a race with real viruses, 
and with antibiotic resistance. 

It is a race in which permanent 
victory is impossible, but so is 
permanent defeat. Perpetual struggle 
is inevitable. I say this with 
confidence because for once the 
biological analogies are apt. The 
right way to think about 
cybersecurity is epidemiological. 
Indeed, the similarity between a 
computer virus and a real virus is 
more than a metaphor: both are 
pieces of linear digital information 
(one made of binary electronic digits, 
the other of quaternary DNA bases) 
capable of getting themselves 
replicated and spread. One leading 
theory is that sexual intercourse 
evolved, a billion years ago, as a 
security patch against parasites. 

The fact that malware is manmade 
while maladies are not makes little 
difference. So long as there are 


enough actors out there 
experimenting, both will evolve, 
through mutation, recombination 
and selection — through trial and 
error. That this latest cyberweapon 
may have been enhanced with 
something called EternalBlue stolen 
from America’s National Security 
Agency is again not altogether 
surprising to a biologist. Parasites 
have a habit of stealing good genetic 
ideas from their hosts. 

Computer viruses are as old as 
computing. The first widespread one, 
Elk Cloner, spread through Apple 
computers in 1981 via floppy disks. 
Ransomware first appeared in 1989, 
with a trojan horse called AIDS. 

By the early 1990s you could buy 
anti-virus software. Especially bad 
outbreaks occurred in 2003 (the 
“slammer worm”) and 2009 (the 
“conficker worm”), just like the bad 
plague years of AD541, 1346 and 
1665. But apocalyptic warnings that 
computer worms and viruses would 
eventually win proved wide of the 

The good guys can 
operate in daylight, the 
bad stay in the dark 

mark. I recall business seminars 
around the turn of the millennium at 
which the audience was effectively 
told that the problem of computer 
viruses was insoluble so the end of 
the web was near. This was around 
the time we were told that computers 
would fail, and social order would 
collapse, because software could not 
cope with the start of a new 
millennium. In practice, anti-virus 
protection has evolved just as fast. 

Perhaps we were just lucky, then. 
Despite the supposed heroic but 
accidental action last week of 
MalwareTech, an anonymous 


22 -year-old, I don’t think it is luck. 
Here is why the good guys will 
always be able to defeat the bad guys 
— temporarily: the former can 
operate in the daylight, the latter 
must stay in the dark. This was 
brought home to me about ten years 
ago when my laptop was infected by 
a virus and I quickly found a website 
on which people were freely sharing 
the latest features of this virus and 
how to deal with it. Such open 
sharing is not available to hackers, 
however large the dark web gets. 

Thus Microsoft already has a 
patch for the WannaCry 
ransomware, released in March, 
having been alerted perhaps by the 
NS A itself. That some organisations, 
such as the NHS, have plainly done 
a terrible job of keeping their 
computer security updated is 
reprehensible but no great surprise. 

It is a bit like a community that 
relaxes its vaccination rate. 

Minnesota is currently 
experiencing a measles outbreak: 
about 50 people have gone down 
with the virus, mostly from the 
Somali immigrant community. This 
is entirely because vaccination rates 
in that community have halved 
thanks to the recent influence of the 
anti-vaxxer movement and its autism 
theory. Drop your vaccination guard 
and the Red Queen will strike. Don’t 
update your cybersecurity and ditto. 

Here’s another parallel. Antibiotic 
resistance is also a Red Queen 
phenomenon, in which new 
antibiotics must continually be 
introduced to counter antibiotic 
resistance. In failing to invent new 
antimicrobials, it is as if we have 
been failing to update our 
pharmacological security software. 

Notice, too, that hospitals are the 
epicentres of antimicrobial 
resistance, plagued by MRSA and 
C. difficile. This is largely because 



The Red Queen warns that we must 
forever adapt to stay in the running 

they are full of ill and vulnerable 
people, some with fresh holes cut 
into them — tempting buffets for 
bacteria. Hence hospitals use lots of 
antibiotics, putting selection pressure 
on bacteria to evolve resistance. It is 
a curious coincidence that hospital 
computer systems likewise have to be 
open to sharing data with many 
partners, making them vulnerable to 
digital invaders, as we now know. 

There is one computer system that 
is so clogged with old malware that 
there is hardly any space left for the 
real programs. Of its code, almost 
half consists of so-called 
transposable elements. Some are full 
viruses, some are attenuated and 
abbreviated relics of viruses, and 
some are small vestiges of viruses 
that piggyback on viruses — 
parasites of parasites. The entire 


thing is infested with digital 
parasites. I am describing the human 
genome, the computer system inside 
each of your many trillion cells, the 
one Mother Nature programmed. 

Fortunately the vast majority of 
these transposable elements and 
endogenous retroviruses are in a 
quiescent state, shut down and 
harmless. Occasionally, though, they 
seem to wake up and proliferate like 
real viruses. One called AluJ was last 

Don’t expect to find a 
silver bullet that kills 
the problem for ever 

active 65 million years ago, another 
called AluS is 30 million years old, 
while a third called AluY sometimes 
springs to life today, messing up 
genes when it does so. Take some 
comfort from the fact that 
Shakespeare wrote Hamlet and 
Einstein discovered relativity using 
mental computers inside whose cells 
were millions of such digital viruses. 
Fun fact: birds, which have a greater 
need to control their weight so they 
can fly, do a better job of cleaning 
spam out of their genes than 
mammals do. 

The lesson of this week is eternal 
vigilance: update your software 
regularly, keep back-ups, filter mail 
and be suspicious of attachments. 
Don’t expect the problem to go away, 
or to find a silver bullet that kills the 
problem for ever, but don’t expect 
malware to defeat us either. 
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Foxhunting carries a toxic scent for the Tories 

Overturning the 2004 ban would undermine Theresa May’s claim to lead a party for the many 



@CLAREFOGES 


M id-last century, at a 
selection meeting for 
the Berwick and East 
Lothian Conservative 
Association, a 

prospective candidate, William 
Anstruther-Gray, was asked 
whether he planned to live in the 
constituency He replied: “I will hunt 
over it.” 

Ah, the red-cheeked, red-jacketed, 
high-handed, huntin’, shootiri, fishiri 
Tory; how long he has lived in the 
national memory, how damaging he 
has been to the appeal of the 
Conservative Party, and how baffling 
that Theresa May should choose to 
resurrect old stereotypes by 
promising a free vote on the 
Hunting Act in the next parliament 
— saying last week that she had 
“always been in favour of 
foxhunting”. 

Perhaps while we are at it we could 
propose a few other cuddly 
Conservative measures for this 
manifesto: the selling off of NHS 
paediatric care to a Hong Kong 
pension fund? The reinstatement of 
hereditary peerages? Automatic civil 
service fast- streaming for former 
Bullingdon boys? 

I am no class war activist or hunt 
saboteur. I have passed a Boxing Day 
hunt gathered in a village and 


enjoyed the aesthetics. Seeing scarlet 
jackets against a winter blue sky stirs 
the part of the heart that loves 
pageantry and pomp. Anthony 
Trollope captured it well in Phineas 
Redux: “The hounds sat stately on 
their haunches . . . and there was a 
hum of merry voices . . . and that 
mingled look of business and 
amusement which is so peculiar to 
our national sports.” 

Some may support foxhunting to 
show allegiance to the old English 
countryside or to tradition itself, 
which for many of us is a grand and 
venerable thing. Even the man 
behind the ban, Tony Blair, said in 
2010 that it was not one of his “finest 
policy moments”, revealing: “I didn’t 
quite understand, and I reproach 
myself for this, that for a group of 
people in our society in the 
countryside this was a fundamental 
part of their way of life.” Then of 

Building up a party’s 
reputation is a game 
of snakes and ladders 

course there are those who argue 
compellingly that foxhunting is as 
abominable as bear-baiting or 
cockfighting. But this column is not 
about the rights or wrongs of 
foxhunting. It is about the wrongs of 
foxhunting for the reputation of the 
Conservative Party. 

The decision of Mrs May to raise 
this issue again is baffling for several 
reasons. It is unpopular, with (at the 
last count) 84 per cent of the 
population against a repeal of the 
ban. It is irrelevant, as we are looking 


down the barrel of two years of 
Brexit negotiations. It is unnecessary, 
when the status quo seems to be 
working, with hunts that still allow 
people the tradition, the tally ho! and 
a thrilling ride. If it ain’t broke, don’t 
mutilated fox it. 

But it is baffling most of all 
because Mrs May has made it her 
mission to continue the 
detoxification of the Conservative 
brand and stretch the Tories’ appeal 
across wider swathes of the political 
spectrum. It was she who said, so 
memorably: “Do you know what 
they call us? The nasty party.” 
Trouble was, it was a little too 
memorable. Mrs May got plaudits 
for telling it like it is but she also 
coined a phrase so pithy that it 
has been used against the 
Conservative Party ever since. In 
Westminster parlance, it had 
“cut-through”. 

This is the key to what burnishes 
or tarnishes a party’s reputation. 
What matters is what cuts through 
— and what cuts through is almost 
never the gradual, grinding work of 
government those slow attempts to 
change life for the better. What 
cuts through are the vivid snapshots, 
the symbols which seem to speak to 
an essential truth about a political 
party. When those snapshots run 
with the grain of people’s worst 
perceptions they have double 
the impact. 

Labour’s Achilles’ heel is largesse 
and incompetence with the nation’s 
money — so when a snapshot 
reinforces this, it cuts through. 

People will remember not the 
sensible decisions made by Gordon 
Brown over the years (and there 


were some), but the note left in 
the Treasury in 2010 by the outgoing 
chief secretary Liam Byrne which 
joked: “I’m afraid there is no money.” 
When it comes to the Conservatives’ 
Achilles’ heel of elitism, I doubt 
many know that on David 
Cameron’s watch the proportion of 
tax paid by the wealthiest went 
up — but many will recall that 
once, he bicycled into work with 
his smart shoes following in the 
chauffeur-driven car behind. How 
many know that since the 
Conservatives came to power in 
2010 there has been a significant 
decline in pensioner poverty — 
compared with how many 
remember one elderly gentleman 
claiming parliamentary expenses for 
a duck house? 

Building up a political party’s 
reputation is a game of snakes and 
ladders in which you can inch 
forward a square or two by actually 
changing things on the ground — 
then slide down the longest snake 
with a story that reinforces the worst 
stereotypes surrounding your party. 
For the Conservatives, foxhunting is 
just such a snake. 

Mrs May can talk all she likes 
about working people; she can throw 
the arms of government around the 
“just about managing” classes and 
work hard to alleviate poverty — 
but if a free vote leads to the repeal 
of the foxhunting ban, and 
wall-to-wall news pictures of 
hunters anticipating the 
disembowelment of a fox with a 
swig of port from the stirrup cup, 
the ambition of restoring the 
Conservatives’ reputation as a party 
for the many will be truly sunk. 


Matthew Syed Notebook 


There’s a 
fair share of 
community 
spirit yet 

T he annual May fair on 
Richmond Green on 
Saturday was, as always, an 
uplifting experience. I 
bought homemade cakes 
and jams from the stall of the Deer 
Park school, a new free school 
situated just over the bridge, and 
picked up some leaflets from the 
Richmond Society, an organisation 
that runs a fine programme of local 
events. 

There was an al fresco steel band 
in the morning, morris dancing by 
the Prince’s Head in the afternoon, 
which mesmerised Teddy and Evie, 
my two kids (“why is that man 
hitting his stick on the floor, 
daddy?”), and the crowning of the 
May queen at lunchtime. There were 
also rides for the children, including 
a helter-skelter, a carousel and some 
spinning chairs. 

I often hear that community is 
dying. That society has turned in on 
itself. That the only thing that young 


people (and perhaps older people) 
like to do is tap away, in isolation, on 
their iPhones and iPads. I don’t 
agree, at least not fully. I still glimpse 
a powerful spirit of volunteerism and 
community, perhaps less visible than 
50 years ago but very much alive 
and kicking. 

All I can say with certainty is 
that human interaction — 
talking and sharing with real 
people — beats virtual 
communication hands down. You 
could see that with every smile 
and conversation on a 
glorious spring day. 

Radio ga ga 

1 he presenters of the 
Today programme are, 
apparently, fierce 
rivals. A story yesterday 
revealed that the likes of 
John Humphrys, 

Sarah Montague 
and Justin Webb 
vie to conduct the 
big interviews, and 
that Nick Robinson 
has been the subject 
of complaints due to 
“sharp elbows”. 

But isn’t this precisely what 
you would expect from 
ambitious journalists? 

Wouldn’t it be 
worrying if they were 
not jockeying to 


interview the prime minister or 
anchor the coverage on a big news 
day? As for the criticism levelled at 
Robinson, I hope he ignores it. He is 
a fine journalist who, despite serious 
illness, has made a terrific 
contribution to the programme. 
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Laboured attempt 

W hen I was standing for 

Labour in the unwinnable 


seat of Wokingham in 
2001, 1 was given some sage 
advice by Liz, the 
constituency agent, on 
my first evening of 
door-knocking. “If 
you are invited in, 
never stay for more 
than five minutes,” 
she said. 

I proceeded to 
ignore Liz completely 
when, at the tenth 
door on one of 
the plusher roads 
In the area, I was 
ushered in to the living 
room by an elderly woman 
wearing a shawl. “I want 
to talk to you about the 
Labour manifesto,” she 
said. “I’ve got a few 
queries.” 

I patiently fielded her 
many questions, 
deploying every ounce of charm. 
I also asked after her family and 


personal history, keen to show Liz, 
who was sitting in the next seat, 
that my charisma and keen grasp 
of policy could win over just about 
any voter. 

After 90 minutes, I got up to leave. 
“Can I count on your vote?” I asked 
winningly. “Not a chance,” 
she replied. “You didn’t fool me for 
an instant.” 

Bat to basics 

I t was a treat to come across a 
game of village cricket on Ham 
Common at the weekend. The 
two teams looked evenly matched, 
and we sat on a bench by the 
boundary ropes as the contest 
reached a climax. 

Cricket is another fine example of 
a community institution. The two 
teams were competing hard, but it 
wasn’t difficult to glimpse the mutual 
respect. One of the players had a 
trombone and accompanied the 
action with some impressive jingles. 

We left towards the end of the 
match, after an enthusiastic fielder 
had dropped a skied half volley, 
sprinting so quickly towards the 
ball that he overran it. “I could 
have guessed it,” a teammate 
muttered, smiling broadly. “He 
should never have had that pint 
before fielding.” 


@MATTHEWSYED 



Marriage laws are 
failing vulnerable 
Muslim women 
Jawad Iqbal 

D ivorce can be a costly and 
messy business, unless you 
are a Muslim man married 
under Islamic law. In that 
case, you can simply utter 
the word talaq (divorce) three times 
and the marriage is over. This 
practice was last week challenged 
in India’s supreme court, where 
Muslim women are demanding its 
abolition. But it is not just India that 
is failing to safeguard basic rights — 
lawmakers here in Britain are letting 
down vulnerable Muslim women. 

The problem is that some Islamic 
marriages are not legally binding in 
the UK, usually because the 
marriage has not been registered 
through a civil ceremony. In effect, 
this means the married couple are 
treated under the law as cohabitees. 
This can be catastrophic for women 
when the marriage fails, leaving 
them without any means of financial 
support. Another problem is that 
such unregistered marriages can 
only be ended by a religious body 

Sharia councils have 
no legal standing but 
exert huge influence 

known as a Sharia council and not a 
civil court if the man won’t agree to 
divorce. This forces Muslim women 
to seek justice under a system that is 
heavily weighted against them. 

Theresa May, as home secretary, 
last year launched a review into 
Sharia councils. It is believed that 
there are at least 30 operating in this 
country. They have no legal standing 
and yet exert huge influence. It 
doesn’t inspire much confidence that 
the review is being chaired by a 
theology scholar rather than a judge. 
Adding to the growing demand for 
action is the Casey report into social 
cohesion, published last year, which 
delivered a damning assessment of 
Sharia councils, saying they left 
women trapped in abusive marriages. 

The authorities should invest in an 
education campaign — far too many 
Muslims do not understand their 
marriage rights under Islamic law. 
Civil marriages should be made 
mandatory alongside religious 
ceremonies and it should be a crime 
for such ceremonies not to be 
registered under the Marriage Act. 
Sharia councils should come under 
tighter regulation. The arbitration 
services they offer should be subject 
to Britain’s equality laws. There 
should be more female Sharia judges, 
and the councils should be made 
more accountable and transparent. 

It is an anomaly that a society 
such as ours, which takes pride in 
championing equality, overlooks the 
plight of vulnerable Muslim women. 
Britain’s second woman prime 
minister should take note and act. 

Jawad Iqbal is a freelance writer and 
former BBC executive 
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The web we’ve been weaving is tangled indeed 


indiscretions from the internet shows we are belatedly waking up to the darker side of digital 


A law to erase youthful 



@LIB_THINKS 


A n interesting new right 
was unveiled by Theresa 
May last week: the 
inalienable British right to 
be a young idiot. Her 
proposed data protection update 
would enable anyone to delete their 
entire social media profile — every 
ill-judged remark, disastrous 
partisanship and embarrassing photo 
— from before they were 18. That’s 
the cut-off point. Presumably, in our 
upright prime minister’s book, the 
idea is that if you haven’t learnt 
discretion by then, you never will. 

Fair enough. I have to doubt 
whether technically this is possible 
— others may have collected and 
archived the riper improprieties of 
your youth, and will dig them out in 
time to scupper your chances of 
governing the Bank of England or 
becoming archbishop in 2030. But 
removing them from the easy 
Google noticeboard is a start. Many 
will feel relief. Tony Blair, whose 
salad days survive only in pre-digital 


pictures of his sissy-caveman look in 
the band Ugly Rumours, says that he 
would not have made prime minister 
if there had been social media in his 
youth. Millennial are learning, 
sometimes painfully, that employers 
will ruthlessly rake through their 
social media record. One pair of 
mid-teenage girls I heard of went to 
a fancy dress party as the Twin 
Towers: cardboard-box skyscraper 
suits festooned with toy planes and 
crayoned flames. A father flinchingly 
reminded them that if, in more sober 
years, either applies to work for an 
American company, one thumbs-up 
party pic from a mate could ditch 
them, sharpish. 

Mrs May promises cyber-mercy to 

At first the internet 
was amusing, an 
interesting novelty 

such vagaries of insouciant youth. 
Good luck to her. But thinking about 
that mission, and reading daily 
stories of online abuse and self-harm, 
not to mention the frightening 
ransomware attack on the NHS, 
makes me contemplate the evolving 
story of our interaction with the 
internet and the world wide web. 
From the first, harsh, whirring 
connections to the omnipresent 


smartphone, a mere quarter-century 
has seen the digital age dawn so 
abruptly that it is no wonder it 
sometimes outruns our common 
sense. 

Think of the internet as humanity’s 
new housemate or lodger. Call him 
Digi-mate. He turned up in 1989, 
callow and amusing, an interesting 
novelty. More and more of us let him 
into our lives, at first intrigued and 
grateful for his growing superpowers. 
Initially he was just a colleague, 
speeding up administration and 
offering encyclopaedic knowledge 
and connections. Then he became 
more of a friend, tied up intimately 
in home life through social media, 
streaming, video and music-sharing. 
Now he is even trying to take over 
domestic appliances. 

He’s pushy, this digital giant, but 
goodness, he’s useful and willing! 
From the financial sector to sat-navs, 
we gratefully shovel off more and 
more tasks on to him and he never 
complains. From online libraries to 
Skype links with distant relatives, 
more and more of daily life depends 
on his co-operation. We have even 
delegated some duties of human 
friendship, conversation and 
courtship to his assistance. We credit 
him with bringing down tyrannies 
and teaching the world to sing in 
harmony. What a hero! Digi-mate’s 
arrival was so rapid, exciting, 


entertaining and convenient that he 
dented our sense of logic. Good old 
Diggo! What’ll he think of next, eh? 

For instance, even as we carried on 
piously impeding innocent local 
bank visits with cumbersome and 
often ridiculous anti-money- 
laundering regulations, we accepted 
the untraceable Bitcoin as an 
exciting new idea, rather than 
noticing the obvious fact that it is a 
robbers’ charter. But slowly unease 

Slowly we realised 
the web was just like 
us with all our faults 

grew, and we realised that this 
housemate was not a virtuous 
Superman or a loyal, infallible 
Jeeves, but actually just like us with 
all our faults. The internet is made 
up of humans. So this amiable, 
helpful domestic giant can turn into 
a bully, a liar, a cheat, a thief. He can 
be credulous, disseminate false 
rumours, intrude and sour our 
relationships, distract us from calm 
thought, sabotage our very memory 
by over-helpful prompting and tempt 
us into impulsive words, actions and 
purchases. He takes up ever more 
space, wants more influence, and is 
seriously dodgy if you leave him 
alone with the kids. One side of him 


can be abusive, controlling, 
alienating and even lethal to them. 
The more jobs we delegate, the 
greater the risk of his worse side 
sabotaging them. 

Thus we ruefully start to accept 
that this exuberant lodger must be 
brought under control. We still want 
his speedy seven-league boots, his 
global reach and dazzling factual 
knowledge. But we need to tell him 
that there are some rooms which are 
private. Some relationships are too 
deep and valuable to be entrusted to 
pixels. Some cupboards will be kept 
carefully locked. The NHS invasion, 
and other ransomware hacks on 
individuals, have often been the 
equivalent of leaving the 
poison-cupboard or the safe 
unlocked, because we got used to 
taking our bleeping, helpful lodger 
too lightly. We forgot that he — no, 
IT, the entire internet with the world 
wide web in its pocket — is just a 
vast amalgam of human creatures, 
who can be predatory. 

Most humans who compose it are 
not: they do filing, tweet amusement 
and Facebook kindness. They share 
ideas and post everything from 
hymn tunes to videos on how not to 
hurt yourself cutting an avocado. But 
our ubiquitous lodger is Jekyll and 
Hyde, and the struggle against Hyde 
is perpetual. We have to remember, 
at every click, that he’s in there. 
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Religious discussion 

Sir, We write because we are very 
disturbed that police investigated 
Stephen Fry’s comments about God, in 
relation to blasphemy under the 
Defamation Act of 2009 (part 5, 
section 36). It has now been 
announced that there will be no 
charges, but we are still concerned that 
the act is being interpreted in such a 
way as even to lead police to 
investigate such comments (“One 
referendum at a time”, News, May 10). 

As clergy, we obviously take a 
different view from that of Mr Fry. 
However, his comments reflect a 
standard critique of theistic belief, 
which he has every right to make and 
to publicise. Every view — be it 
religious, philosophical, political, 
ethical or economic — must be open 
to questioning and criticism. And no 
law should protect any view from such 
healthy cross-examination. 

We therefore urge the Irish 
government to consider whether the 
Defamation Act needs to be revisited 
to ensure that it does not stand in the 
way of robust discussion and debate. 
THE REV DR MICHAEL LLOYD, 

principal, Wycliffe Hall; the rev dr 
JONATHAN ARNOLD, dean of divinity, 
Magdalen College; the rev Clare 
HAYNS, chaplain, Christ Church; THE 
REV CANON SUE hope, chaplain, 
Wycliffe Hall; the rev bruce kinsey, 
chaplain, Balliol College; the rev dr 
ERICA LONGFELLOW, chaplain, New 
College; plus a further four names at 
thetimes.co.uk/letters 


H 

1 



A land value tax 

Sir, Ed Conway (“Wanted: some bold 
ideas to fix the economy”, leading 
article, May 12) urges that we “replace 
council tax with a proper land value 
tax”. Absolutely. But to be really bold, 
why restrict it to the replacement of 
council tax? Land values are 
community-created rather than the 
result of owners’ productive efforts. 

We read of a 10 per cent increase in 
the relative value of the houses, ie the 
land, close to Edinburgh’s new trams 
route (paid for by taxpayers). The same 
effect applies throughout the UK. This 
calls for taxes on earned incomes to be 
replaced by taxes on unearned income. 
Land is immobile and cannot be 
hidden. Contrast taxes on enterprise 
profits that Mr Conway rightly decries 
in “an era of free-flowing capital and 
rootless corporations”. Similar 
criticisms can be levelled against taxes 
on productive work and enterprise. Be 
radical: go to the roots to deal with 
slow growth and unjust distribution. 
ROGER SANDILANDS 
Emeritus professor of economics, 
University of Strathclyde 


Corrections and 
clarifications 


The Times takes complaints about 
editorial content seriously. We are 
committed to abiding by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (“IPSO”) rules and 
regulations and the Editors’ Code of 
Practice that IPSO enforces. 

Requests for corrections or 
clarifications should be sent by email to 
feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post to 
Feedback, The Times, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London SE1 9GF 


Cyberattacks and the National Health Service 


Sir, The root cause of the horrific 
National Health Service crash was 
not the aptly named WannaCry 
ransomware or the criminals behind 
it but the lack of NHS expertise in 
information technology (“Huge hack 
attack hits NHS hospitals”, News, 

May 13). The NHS does not need 
more money for IT; it needs more 
investment in high-level IT expertise. 
For instance, how many postdoctoral 
computer scientists does it employ? 
How much research is being done to 
stay ahead of criminals? 

Until the National Health Service 
takes IT seriously, it will continue 
making poor decisions buying and 
managing IT, with the harmful 
consequences such as those we are 
now seeing. 

PROF HAROLD THIMBLEBY 
Swansea university 

Sir, Friday’s cyberattacks on National 
Health Service trusts were shocking 
but it is more than three years since 
Microsoft stopped providing security 
updates for Windows XP. For NHS 
trusts to keep the outdated, insecure 
system is like a householder leaving 
the key to his front door under the 
mat outside, with a sign saying “key to 


house here”. To allow those attacks to 
happen was gross negligence. 
“Austerity” is no excuse because it is 
not expensive to upgrade the system, 
and certainly less than the weekly 
salary of one of the numerous 
NHS managers. 

ROBERT RHODES, QC 
London WC2 

Sir, Windows XP, which is still used 
on some NHS computers, was 
launched in 2001 when Labour was in 
power. Since then, new operating 
systems have been launched: Vista 
and Windows 7 while Labour was in 
power; Windows 8 under the 
coalition government; and Windows 
10 when the Conservatives had a 
majority in 2015. 

The Labour, Conservative and Lib 
Dem parties should all take 
responsibility for not having ensured 
that trust boards, chief executives, 
the Care Quality Commission and 
NHS management stayed on top of 
their IT systems. 

KIM THONGER 
Rushden, Northants 

Sir, How much of the blame for the 
cyberattacks should be laid at 


Microsoft’s door for forcing costly 
system upgrades on users by 
withdrawing support for older, still 
functioning versions of Windows? 
STUART JONES 
Kendal, Cumbria 

Sir, Could anything be more 
illustrative of the short-sightedness of 
NHS underfunding than the huge 
cost that will now be incurred in 
updating the computer system. 

I hope the government will also 
reimburse hospitals for the extra 
costs they have incurred due to the 
chaos and rescheduling of operations 
and appointments. 

VALERIE CREWS 
Beckenham, Kent 

Sir, There is a simple process to 
reduce significantly the incidence of 
cyberattacks such as recently 
experienced by the NHS. 

It should be a disciplinary offence 
for an employee of any company or 
institution to open any email 
attachment coming from outside the 
company or institution from an 
unidentified source. 

DR PAUL KILTY 
Southampton 


Open access to 
the royal archives 

Sir, Further to Ben Macintyre’s article 
(“Hidden truth about the royals’ Nazi 
links”, Comment, May 6), William 
Shawcross assures us in his letter 
(May 13) that further research on 
links between the royal family and 
leading Nazis need not be researched 
because he and Philip Ziegler have 
seen all the evidence already. 

Apart from the fact that newly 
found sources in other archives 
contradict this breathtaking verdict, 
Mr Shawcross seems to assume that 
the royal archivists showed him 
everything they had. Are we as 
professional historians to defer to 
courtier biographers of the royal 
family in their judgments based on 
evidence we are not allowed to see? 
What have the archives to hide in 
that they do not allow all historians 
open access to the interwar material? 
DR KARINA URBACH 
Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton 


New Zealand farms 


Sir, Your leading article is correct to 
caution against comparing New 
Zealand’s removal of farm subsidies 
with options for the UK (“Farming 
Out”, May 11). New Zealand had 
already spent ten years building trade 
agreements after we left it by joining 
the EEC, and because agriculture was 
central to the New Zealand economy 
the government prioritised it. 

To my regret that is not the 
situation here. It is worth 
remembering that despite the talk 
about export opportunities to China, 
the appointment of a food specialist to 
our Beijing embassy happened only 
after our farmers agreed to pay for her 
through a levy. 

SIR JIM PAICE 

Minister for agriculture and food 
2010-2012 


The Hunting Act 

Sir, A Conservative repeal of the 2004 
Hunting Act (News, May 10, and 


letters, May 11 and 12) would 
accelerate the demise of our iconic 
brown hares, already listed in 2011 for 
potential extinction by 2050. One 
third of the hunts (with dogs) in 
England and Wales target these 
declining hares, not foxes. 

The act also outlaws hare coursing, 
but a repeal would further encourage 
this intrusive and destructive activity, 
already distressing to farmers and 
problematic to police forces 
countrywide. The police would have 
reduced legal powers against the 
coursing perpetrators. 

JOHN RIMINGTON 
Hare Preservation Trust 

Sir, A fox has no natural predator, 
and when it is no longer fit enough to 
hunt for food endures a long, 
lingering death from starvation. Even 
worse, a shot, wounded fox suffers 
weeks in pain before death. 

How much kinder for traditional 
hunting to put an old or disabled fox 
to a quick end while young, healthy 
ones get away. Nature would approve. 
JOHN PEAKE 
Dorchester, Dorset 
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ROYAL VISITS 
TO MUNITION 
FACTORIES 

The King and Queen began today a 
tour of the industrial North-West. In 
the course of nine crowded hours 
their Majesties have made 
themselves known to tens of 
thousands of their people. The first 
visit was to a great explosives factory 
on the borders of Wales, which 
employs over 6,000 people. Some 
3,000 of them are women and girls, 
and, perhaps because they were both 
more picturesque and more 


exuberant, the women’s welcome left 
the deeper impression. The King and 
Queen saw some of them at work in 
a chain of buildings devoted to the 
production of TNT, from the raw 
material to the completed and 
packed explosive. They watched 
others engaged in the conversion of 
cotton waste into gun-cotton, they 
examined the dressing rooms and 
the canteens, and inspected the 
firemen and firewomen, the latter 
clad in serviceable suits with oilskin 
coats and souwesters. But the picture 
which stands out most clearly is that 
of hundreds of trousered young 
women, some in brown, with brown 
or scarlet caps and scarlet belts, 
some in cream, with white caps, 
some in khaki, surging blithely along 
behind the Royal party, while men 
and women police with linked hands 
tried in vain to stem the merry rush. 

The King was challenged to 
declare any “contraband” he carried. 
He surrendered a gold cigarette and 
match case readily, and also 
removed his spurs. Again, the King 
and Queen conformed to the rule 
that those who enter certain 


buildings should wear rubber soles. 
Their Majesties and suite put on 
rubber overshoes before inspecting 
the TNT and guncotton processes. 

Outside the station at Birkenhead 
a Transport Workers’ Battalion was 
lined up, and the King inspected it 
before going on to Messrs Cammell 
Laird’s shipyards. Here he spent 
nearly two hours talking with many 
of the workpeople. Some of them 
were a little embarrassed to find 
themselves unexpectedly confronted 
with the King and Queen, but the 
hearty good will with which their 
Majesties gripped their hands, and 
the intimate kindly way in which 
they spoke made the men forget 
their workaday overalls, and they 
beamed with delight. Their 
Majesties, who are sleeping in the 
Royal train, will spend tomorrow 
morning in Liverpool, and in the 
afternoon will go to Manchester. 


SIGN UP FOR A WEEKLY EMAIL 
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State-owned rail 


Sir, I write in response to Michael 
Lambourne’s letter (May 13) and his 
comparison of today’s railway travel 
with 40 years ago. My experience of 
privatised rail has not been a great 
deal different from that experienced 
by “customers” of British Rail. I have 
often been left stranded and delayed 
for hours by the UK’s largest rail 
franchise, Govia Thameslink Railway, 
with strikes affecting services for 
more than a year. My fares have 
increased well above the rate of 
inflation annually and profits have 
been returned to shareholders and fat 
cats, rather than the Treasury. 

Such is the efficiency and 
profit-making ability of state-owned 
railways in Europe that they are now 
purchasing franchises in the UK. For 
example, Germany’s Deutsch Bahn 
runs seven UK rail franchises, while 
Keolis, 70 per cent of which is owned 
by SNCF, is the joint operator of five 
franchises, making the German and 
French governments vast sums at the 
expense of UK “customers”. A recent 
example of rail nationalisation in the 
UK was the East Coast Main Line, 
which resulted in an all-time record 
passenger satisfaction and returned 
more than £1 billion to the Treasury. 
DANIEL LAMBOURNE 
(Michael Lambourne’s son) 

Brighton 


Education funding 

Sir, Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats announce plans to 
supplement education spending in 
England (News, May 10 and May 12). 
Sadly, we have a ready illustration 
here in Wales as to how money alone 
is not a panacea. 

Public spending per head in Wales 
is 13 per cent above that in England. 
Much of that is aimed at education by 
the minority Welsh Labour 
government propped up by the sole 
Lib Dem in the Welsh Assembly. 

So far, so promising. However, the 
rub is that the Programme for 
International Student Assessment 
(Pisa) tests show Wales lagging far 
behind England in every respect and 
on a par with Lithuania when it 
comes to maths. 

PETER WEAVERS 
Talgarth, Powys 


Up your alley 

Sir, Carol Midgley (Notebook, 

May 12) refers to the terms ginnel and 
snicket as a “geography thing” for 
what in my county is called a twitten. 
It might be easier to call them 
alleyways. 

SHEILA TAYLOR 
Pevensey Bay, Sussex 

Sir, Ginnel and snicket are northern 
terms that are not interchangeable. A 
ginnel is a covered passageway 
between terraced properties. A snicket 
is between walls and open to the sky. 
MARCUS CATLING 
Skipton, N Yorks 


Bearded leaders 

Sir, While the last bearded prime 
minister, Lord Salisbury, was a 
Conservative (“Powerful shave”, letter, 
May 11), there has never been a 
bearded Labour prime minister 
although there has been one bearded 
Labour leader, Keir Hardie, from 1906 
to 1908. Several Labour leaders, 
however, notably George Lansbury, 
Ramsay MacDonald and Clement 
Attlee, have sported moustaches. 
ADRIAN BRODKIN 
London N2 
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Leading articles 



Not Hacking It 

A massive cyberattack has hit businesses and government services worldwide. 
The NHS was badly affected because it was badly protected 


Daily Universal Register 


UK: Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour leader, and 
Tim Farron, the Lib Dem leader, address the 
Royal College of Nursing annual congress. 
Germany: Angela Merkel, the German 
chancellor, meets President Macron of 
France, who was elected a week ago. 


Nature notes 


Swallows are 
nesting now. They 
are back on their 
traditional rafters in 
barns and 
outhouses, making 
saucer-shaped nests 
of mud and straw (in recent years it has 
become common to name them “barn 
swallows”). They sweep with perfect 
judgment through an open door or window 
of the building. They sometimes find 
stranger places to nest, such as an open 
drawer in a table in an attic, the roof of an 
ornamental bus shelter, and even a 
birdwatchers’ hide. They lay about five red- 
spotted eggs. Outside in the air, they swing 
elegantly over fields, dipping and swerving 
to catch flying insects, or dropping down to 
a lake to sip water on the wing. Their glossy 
dark blue backs gleam in the sun, and they 
often sing as they go — a sweet twitter, 
interspersed with brief buzzing sounds. They 
also like to perch on telephone wires and 
sing, and sometimes sit on the bare branches 
at the top of a dead young elm tree in a 
hedge, derwent may 


Birthdays today 


Sir Andy Murray, 
pictured, tennis player, 
men’s singles world No 1, 
Wimbledon men’s singles 
champion (2013, 2016), 30; 
Madeleine Albright, US 
secretary of state (1997- 
2001), 80; Sir Danny 
Alexander, Lib Dem MP (2005-15), chief 
secretary to the Treasury (2010-15), 45; Aly 
Bain, fiddler, 71; Dame Inga Beale, chief 
executive, Lloyd’s of London, 54; Brian 
Braithwaite, launch publisher of 
Cosmopolitan magazine in the UK (1972) and 
author, 90; David Cronenberg, film director, 
The Fly (1986), 75; Ted Dexter, cricketer, 
England (1958-68), chairman, England 
cricket selectors (1989-93), 82; Prof TM 
Dexter, haematologist, director, Wellcome 
Trust (1998-2003), 72; Prof Dame Athene 
Donald, physicist, master of Churchill 
College, Cambridge, 64; Laura Hillenbrand, 
author, Seabiscuit: An American Legend 
(2001), 50; Alison Jackson, photographer 
and artist, 57; Jasper Johns, painter and 
printmaker, Flag (1955), 87; Karin Krog, jazz 
singer, We Could be Flying (1974), 80; Prof 
Diana Liverman, environmental scientist, 

63; Mike Oldfield, musician, Tubular Bells 
(1973), 64; Zara Tindall (nee Phillips), 
equestrian, Olympic silver medallist (2012), 
world champion (2006), 36; Sophie 
Raworth, broadcaster, 49; Matthew Sadler, 
chess grandmaster, 43; Prof Stephen Sparks, 
volcanologist, trustee, Natural History 
Museum, 68; Ralph Steadman, cartoonist 
and illustrator, 81; Caroline Thomson 
(Lady Liddle), chairwoman, Digital UK, and 
executive director, English National Ballet 
(2013-16), 63. 


On this day 


In 1718 the machinegun was patented by 
James Puckle, a London lawyer; in 1928 
Mickey Mouse made his first appearance, in 
the Disney cartoon Plane Crazy. 


The last word 


“ He , who will not reason, is a bigot; he, who 
cannot, is a fool; and he, who dares not, is a 
slave.” William Drummond of Logiealmond, 
Scottish diplomat and philosopher, 
Academical Questions (1805) 


Some cyberattacks are unavoidable. Criminals 
and the authorities are engaged in a perpetual race 
to find vulnerabilities in the computer systems on 
which citizens, businesses and governments rely. 
Sometimes hackers will find and exploit new weak 
spots before spooks and technology companies 
can fortify them. Yet the ransomware attack that 
paralysed 48 NHS trusts and dozens of GP prac- 
tices on Friday was not such a case. The vulnera- 
bility was well known. This attack was avoidable 
and, if the government had heeded experts’ warn- 
ings, it would have been avoided. 

Computer users across the world logged on last 
Friday to find that access to their files had been cut 
off. A message on their screens said that they 
could have their data back, but only after paying a 
ransom of $300 (£230) in bitcoin, an online 
crypto -currency which allows money to change 
hands anonymously over the internet. Europol 
reports that there are now more than 200,000 
victims in more than 150 countries, from car fact- 
ories in France to couriers in the United States and 
the interior ministry of Russia. 

This was an attack of unprecedented scale. The 
vulnerability of the health service made the 
impact in Britain particularly alarming. Thou- 
sands of patient appointments have been can- 


Germany’s Social Democrats came in for a well- 
earned battering yesterday at crucial regional 
elections in North Rhine-Westphalia, once the 
country’s sprawling industrial heartland. The 
result makes it a racing certainty that Angela 
Merkel will be returned to power this autumn as 
German chancellor. 

Ms Merkel was widely written off 18 months ago 
as Germany struggled to deal with hundreds of 
thousands of refugees. Now it appears that she is 
riding a wave and the centre left will struggle to 
displace her. In March the Social Democrats failed 
to unseat her Christian Democrat administration 
in the Saarland. Eight days ago her party booted 
out of power a Social Democrat-led government 
in Schleswig-Holstein. 

Sunday’s result, however, was a wounding blow. 
One fifth of Germany’s population live in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, around 18 million people. It 
has been led by a left-leaning progressive alliance 
since 2010; from today it will have become clear to 
Ms Merkel that on a national level, too, she faces 
no serious challenge. Martin Schulz, former presi- 
dent of the European parliament, was crowned as 


More than 14,500 people have died air pollution- 
related deaths so far this year. Many more will 
have suffered health problems related to the 
toxins that fill the air, ranging from asthma and 
heart disease to cancer and even early onset 
dementia. It is no wonder that, according to prop- 
erty market experts, homebuyers now want to 
know the levels of particulate matter and nitrogen 
oxides on a road before putting down roots there. 

Since 2007 it has only been compulsory for 
sellers to publish the “energy efficiency rating” of 
any property. That is good for consumers, since 
more efficient homes are not only better for the 


celled. Some transplants and bypasses were halted 
mid-operation. Cancer sufferers who had arrived 
at hospital prepared for chemotherapy were 
turned away. 

Unfortunately the attack may not be over. Its 
progress was halted on Friday night by a 22-year- 
old blogger who happened upon a so-called kill 
switch in the code of the ransomware. Since then 
hackers have released a new version of the soft- 
ware, without the loophole. 

The health service was so acutely affected 
because too many NHS trusts are using ancient 
computer systems. The perpetrators have targeted 
a chink in the virtual armour of Windows XP, an 
operating system first released in 2001. Microsoft 
learnt of that vulnerability months ago. In mid- 
March the company therefore released an update 
to protect remaining Windows XP users. It seems 
that many NHS trusts failed to install it. 

NHS computers should not have been running 
on antiquated systems in the first place. According 
to a recent report in the British Medical Journal 
90 per cent of NHS computers rely on Windows 
XP. Given that, the government digital service 
should not have terminated its support deal with 
Microsoft in 2015. An extension, costing only 
around £5.5 million a year, would have made these 


the official challenger of the left only five months 
ago. He criss-crossed North Rhine-Westphalia 
during the campaign — but failed to impress. 

In Europe things are also looking up for the 
chancellor. Today the freshly minted French pres- 
ident, Emmanuel Macron, will visit Berlin in an 
attempt to regenerate the Franco-German alli- 
ance. And the European Central Bank has just 
announced that the German economy gathered 
speed in the first quarter of the year. 

Ms Merkel’s chances had been written down 
because of her open-door policy towards refugees, 
a large proportion of whom have been resettled in 
North Rhine-Westphalia. Many were housed in 
sports centres and schools; in Cologne, German 
girls complained of mass sexual harassment by 
people identified as asylum-seekers. This sparked 
outrage which was channelled into a small but 
significant electoral success by the far-right Alter- 
native for Germany, which won some 7 per cent of 
the vote yesterday. 

The chancellor’s success, however, has been to 
divert anger at refugees on to the poor policing 
and bureaucracy of the region’s Social Democrat- 


environment but cheaper to heat too. Yet Mark 
Hayward, chief executive of the National Associa- 
tion of Estate Agents, has said that air quality is 
now at least as important as energy efficiency for 
buyers. This kind of information is harder to come 
by. The government has a network of meters 
across the country but those give air quality 
ratings by neighbourhood, not by road or by 
house. 

Properties could have an “air quality rating” too, 
supported by a more granular system of measure- 
ment. Much exposure to dirty air takes place in 
and around the home, particularly near main 


incidents less likely and was reportedly recom- 
mended by cybersecurity experts at the time. 

When the government decided to terminate, 
trusts were encouraged to migrate to other 
systems or strike their own support deals with 
Microsoft, but many did not bother, citing finan- 
cial pressures. Security should have been higher 
on their list of priorities. NHS Digital and the 
Department of Health should also have done 
more to ensure that individual security updates 
were installed across the service. 

Amber Rudd, the home secretary, has said that 
lessons will be learnt. They will have to be. Rob 
Wainright, the chief of Europol, says the number 
of cases is ever-increasing. Britain is relatively well 
prepared, with a national cybersecurity centre 
backed by £1.9 billion of new funding. Small pock- 
ets of insouciance, however, could have disastrous 
consequences, particularly if future attacks 
involve the large-scale theft of personal data. 

Every company, agency and individual must 
also share the burden of keeping networks safe. 
The weapons in the hacker’s arsenal are always 
changing, and they are finding new opportunities 
to manipulate weak systems for profit across the 
globe. There will always be risks. This one, how- 
ever, need not have been passed over. 


led coalition. She has put the brakes on the arrival 
of non-Syrian migrants, imposed forced deporta- 
tion orders on those who break the law and said 
that Social Democrats should get a grip on crime. 

This has clearly struck a chord. Early exit polls 
put the Christian Democrats at 34.5 per cent, the 
Social Democrats 4 per cent behind. A prospective 
conservative coalition partner, the liberal Free 
Democrats, performed well while the ally of the 
Social Democrats, the Greens, scored only just 
enough to stay in parliament. Germany’s tax-and- 
spend centre-left is in the midst of a crisis that has 
been barely acknowledged. 

Nonetheless the chancellor’s fortunes hinge to 
some degree on the further development of the 
migrant exodus this summer. If President Erdo- 
gan of Turkey decides to withdraw from his pact 
with the EU to act as a holding camp for refugees, 
then Germans may again feel overwhelmed. 
During the coming national election campaign 
she will have to devote effort and time to shielding 
the EU and the German borders from a new influx. 
Fortunately for her, she does not have to worry too 
much about her limp domestic opposition. 


roads. Already there is evidence that property 
prices have taken a hit where pollution is worst. 

None of this would be necessary if ministers 
were willing to take bolder action nationwide. The 
courts recently bounced the government into 
publishing a new clean air strategy, but it did not 
contain firm commitments to charging drivers 
who use dirty diesel cars, nor to an extensive diesel 
scrappage scheme. Instead, the government 
expects local authorities and others to “develop 
new and creative solutions to reduce emissions as 
quickly as possible”. A fall in property values was 
probably not what ministers had in mind. 




Angela Ascendant 

The German chancellor’s prospects have been boosted by a key election victory 


Pollution Penalties 

Houses should get an air quality rating when they are put on the market 
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Macron promises renaissance for 


France 

Adam Sage Paris 

Emmanuel Macron will seek to use his 
full first day in office to sweep aside 
opposition in France and to charm 
Angela Merkel into accepting his plans 
for EU reform. 

A day after being sworn in as France’s 
eighth elected president of the fifth 
republic at a ceremony worthy of a king 
at the Elysee Palace in Paris, the 39- 
year-old former banker is expected to 
name his prime minister before meet- 
ing the German chancellor in Berlin. 

Mr Macron, who was almost 
unknown to the public three years ago, 
and who launched his own political 
party only 13 months ago, used the cer- 
emony to deliver a message of hope in 
a country steeped in gloom. “We are on 
the edge of an extraordinary renais- 
sance,” he said. 

His next step, he hopes, is to become 
the voice of the future in Europe. 

With France’s mainstream parties in 
a state of devastation and EU leaders 
wondering what to make of the 
newcomer, Mr Macron wants to set his 
reformist agenda in motion before his 
opponents can regroup. 

Although Mrs Merkel is broadly 
hostile to his programme for the EU, 
and French unions are ready to take to 
the streets over his labour law plans, Mr 
Macron believes that he can overcome 
resistance through the youthful charm 
that took him this far. 

The trip to Berlin is a routine one for 
all newly elected French presidents, 
and Mrs Merkel will be hoping to 
benefit from the feelgood factor 
emanating from 
France’s youngest 
leader since Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. 

The two are likely 
to present a united 
front on Brexit 
since both have 
warned Brit- 
ain not to 
expect a 
conciliatory 
approach on 
trade and 
other issues. 

Aides said that 
the talk would 


Bright young things 


Emmanuel Macron became the 
youngest man (and they have all 
been men) to be elected as the 
French president, but even at the 
age of 39 he is not the youngest 
person to be voted in as a head of 
state in recent years. 

That honour goes to Taavi Roivas, 
who was 34 when he was elected 
leader of Estonia in 2014. The 
youngest elected female leader was 
Benazir Bhutto, who became the 
prime minister of Pakistan in 1988 
aged 35. 

David Cameron and Tony Blair 
were both 43 when elected prime 
minister. Indeed, 43 is a popular age 
for young heads of state and of 
government. John F Kennedy and 
Justin Trudeau were the same age 
when elected American and 
Canadian leader respectively. 

Matteo Renzi, Italy’s former prime 
minister, was 39 when he became 
premier in 2014, while Alexis Tsipras, 
the left-wing Greek prime minister, 
was 40. 

By contrast, Donald Trump, 70, is 
the oldest man to be elected US 
president. 


be of renewing the Franco-German 
alliance as a first step towards breathing 
new life into the EU. Both are fervent 
pro-Europeans, but divisions lay be- 
yond the harmonious faqade. 

Mrs Merkel, for instance, has made it 
clear that it will take more 
than Mr Macron’s blue 
eyes and boyish smile to 
get her to adopt his EU 
agenda. 

His plans for a euro- 
zone budget and a 
finance minister are 
viewed with scep- 
ticism by Ger- 
man officials, 
who fear they 
will be called up- 
on to bail out 
Europe’s weakest 
economies, in- 
cluding France it- 
self. Mr Macron’s 


aides have said he knows he will con- 
vince Berlin to back his plan to “re- 
found the EU” only if he can modernise 
France. They said that he was laying the 
groundwork for reform by trying to an- 
nihilate his political opponents to leave 
himself with a free hand over the next 
five years. 

His ambition is to form a broad coali- 
tion ranging for the centre-right to the 
centre-left to win a majority in next 
month’s parliamentary elections. 

The move represents a break with 
France’s political history, which, like 
the UK, is marked more by confronta- 
tion rather than German-style consen- 
sus-building. France’s Socialist Party, 
which has been in office for the past five 
years, has already capitulated, with 
many of its MPs either joining Mr Ma- 
cron’s La Republique En Marche party 
or promising to work with it if they are 
elected. Now Mr Macron wants to force 
the opposition Republicans to raise the 
white flag too. 

He is believed to be considering the 
appointment of a Republican to the key 
post of prime minister in the hope that 
other centre-right leaders will agree to 
join his coalition. 

Edouard Philippe, 46, the mayor of 
Le Havre, is tipped for the post. Mr 
Philippe has much in common with Mr 
Macron. 

He is a moderate pro -European and a 
comparatively unknown face to voters, 
never having served in government 
before. However, his appointment 
would provoke anger within La Repub- 
lique En Marche, where senior figures 
are pressing Mr Macron to reward 
loyalty by naming a prime minister 
from its ranks. 

Mr Macron’s inauguration ceremony 
was designed to drive home the mes- 
sage that France has a leader again after 
the bumbling term of Franqois Hol- 
lande, the outgoing Socialist. 

The new president assumed a 
demeanour of gravitas as he arrived at 
the Elysee to greet his predecessor. He 
delivered a speech designed to portray 
his election as the dawn of a new era. 
After the speech, Mr Macron pointed to 
his status as head of the French army by 
laying a wreath at the tomb of the 
unknown soldier in a military recon- 
naissance vehicle, before visiting three 
soldiers in hospital. 




Emmanuel Macron assumed a demeanour of gravitas at a swearing in ceremony 


A new Sun King tries to keep everybody happy 


The Elysee: 


Adam Sage 

Sketch 


C handeliers shimmered 

from the ceiling, frescoes 
portrayed the glory of 
France and 18th-century 
tapestries adorned the 
walls. And amid the opulence of it 
all stood a small figure determined 
to live up to grandeur of the setting 
and to embody the might of the 
French presidency. 

France may have guillotined 
Louis XVI in 1793 but, as Emmanuel 
Macron has patently understood, it 
still wants to be ruled by a monarch, 
albeit an elected one. 

Thus it was that he entered the 
Elysee’s grandiose Salle des Fetes 
with a suitably regal gait as 300 
guests — political and religious 


leaders, but also friends and family 
— fell silent and the Republican 
Guard orchestra played Cypres et 
Lauriers, written in 1919 to celebrate 
the Allied victory over Germany in 
the First World War. 

Mr Macron walked stiffly around 
the room, before pausing beside the 
Great Chain of the Legion 
d’Honneur, which is bestowed upon 
each new head of state but which, at 
952 grams, is too cumbersome for 
any to actually wear. 

The new president had gone out of 
his way to ensure that this would be 
a day to remember, and for the first 
time journalists had been invited 
into the Salle des Fetes to witness a 
presidential inauguration. They 
were placed behind members of his 
family, and relatives of Brigitte 
Trogneux, his wife, who sat by his 
right hand during the speech. 

Nothing was left to chance. 


Reporters received text messages 
with details about his clothes: a dark 
blue suit from Jonas & Cie, the 
Parisian tailor, which cost a mere 
€450; a snip compared with the 
€7,000 suits worn by Francois Fillon, 
his defeated centre-right election 
rival. 

Ms Trogneux, for her part, wore a 
lavender-blue dress designed by 
Nicolas Ghesquiere, the French 
couturier, and lent to her, along with 
her Louis Vuitton handbag, by 
LVMH, the luxury goods group. 

In the 17th century the Sun King 
relied upon artistic creation and 
lavish parties as well as military 
force to renew the power of France. 
Mr Macron wants to do much the 
same in the 21st, and the music he 
chose said much about his 
ambitions.There was the Apotheosis 
by Hector Berlioz, the Infernal 
Galop by Jacques Offenbach — 


better known as the French can-can 
— Brahms’s Hungarian Dances and 
the Champagne Aria from Mozart’s 
Don Giovianni. 

In short, Mr Macron was telling 
the world France would return 
under his presidency as a cultural 
hub as well an economic 
powerhouse. It is an ambitious 
programme — especially as his 
detractors say he is too keen on 
compromise to be the new Sun 
King. They found evidence to back 
their case in his choice, or lack 
thereof, of an official car. French 
carmakers had been lobbying for the 
new president to adopt one of theirs 
all week, and in the end Mr Macron 
tried to keep everyone happy. He 
arrived at the Elysee in a Renault 
Espace, and drove up the 
Champs-Elysees in a Renault-made 
military vehicle — but then came 
down it again in a Citroen DS7. 


Charles Bremner Paris 

Emmanuel and Brigitte Macron have 
been handed the key to the Elysee Pal- 
ace but may choose not to live there. 

Few recent presidents have set up 
home in the private apartments of the 
18th-century residence that was bought 
by Louis XV for Madame de Pompa- 
dour, his mistress, in the 1750s. The 
palace on the Rue du Faubourg Saint- 
Honore has a troubled history, espe- 
cially for the women who lived there. 

For all the architectural beauty of the 
340-room palace and its sumptuous 
gardens, successive presidents have de- 
scribed the Elysee, which is home to the 
presidential administration, as a private 
prison with an impractical layout and 
lack of working space. Claude Pompi- 
dou called it “the house of misfortune” 
after her husband, Georges, died of 
leukaemia while president in 1974. 

The ignominious exit in January 
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France and Europe 


PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP PHOTO 



in Paris worthy of a king as he strove to drive home the message of a different era from that of Frangois Hollande, left 


gilded cage with a sordid history 



2014 of Valerie Trierweiler, rejected 
partner of Frangois Hollande after he 
was found to be having an affair with 
Julie Gayet, enriched the reputation of 
the palace as a venue for libertine en- 
counters. The Count of Evreux, who 
had it built in 1720, hosted sex parties 
there. 

Charles de Gaulle loathed the 
Elysee because of its loaded his- 
tory. After losing at Waterloo, 
Napoleon Bonaparte dictated 
his abdication in the palace in 
June 1815. The Duke of Wel- 
lington rubbed in the injury 
by moving in to the Ely- 
see when he occupied 
Paris. 

The building was 
later remodelled by 
Napoleon III, the self- 
proclaimed emperor, 
who built a secret 
passage into the ad- 


joining Rue du Cirque to visit his mis- 
tress. Felix Faure, who became presi- 
dent in 1895, died in an Elysee chamber 
four years later while his mistress was 
administering a sexual favour. 

De Gaulle did not succeed in his goal 
of moving the presidency out of 
central Paris. After him, Mrs 
Pompidou lived there reluctant- 
ly and redecorated the lugubri- 
ous apartments in contempo- 
rary art style. 

Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
the next president, lived most 
of the time in his own Paris 
townhouse with his wife 
Anne-Aymone but 
spent nights mysteri- 
ously in other parts of 
Paris. Frangois Mit- 

Hollande s affair 
with Julie Gayet 
prompted a bust-up 


terrand split his time between his wife 
at their Left Bank home and the state 
apartments on the Seine where he had 
installed his mistress, Anne Pingeot, 
and their daughter. 

Jacques Chirac and Bernadette were 
the only recent first couple to live full- 
time in the Elysee and thrived on it. 
Nicolas Sarkozy spent only a few 
months in the palace apartments after 
Cecilia, his wife, walked out shortly 
following his election in May 2007. He 
moved in with Carla Bruni after meet- 
ing her in November that year. 

Mr Hollande lived with Ms Trier- 
weiler in her flat until the 2014 bust-up, 
when he moved reluctantly into the 
palace apartments. He has divided his 
time between the palace and Ms Ga- 
yet’s flat near the Bastille. 

Last year he talked of the depressing 
atmosphere. Wandering alone at night, 
he said he felt like “the spectre of the 
Elysee”. 


Kim shrugs off US 
warning by testing 
high-altitude missile 


North Korea 

Calum MacLeod Beijing 
Rhys Blakely Washington 

North Korea launched a second ballis- 
tic missile in two weeks yesterday, 
despite warnings of military retaliation 
from the US and a pledge by South 
Korea’s new leader to engage in 
dialogue. 

The missile flew for more than 430 
miles and, according to Japan’s defence 
ministry, reached an altitude of about 
1,245 miles — far outside the earth’s 
atmosphere — before coming down in 
the Sea of Japan after about 30 minutes. 
“The launch may represent a new mis- 
sile with a long range,” said Jonathan 
McDowell, of the Harvard- Smithsoni- 
an Center for Astrophysics, referring to 
its estimated altitude. “It is definitely 
concerning.” 

North Korea has continued with its 
weapons tests, flouting a UN ban, and is 
developing intercontinental ballistic 
missiles that have a longer range than 
the missile tested yesterday — potent- 
ially giving it the capability to hit the U S 
mainland with a nuclear warhead. 
President Trump has vowed to prevent 
that happening, by military means if 
necessary, but has also said he is open to 
meeting Kim Jong-un. 

The Pyongyang regime insists that it 
must arm itself against the “warmon- 
gering” US and its allies. “Our military 
and people don’t blink an eyelash at any 
provocative actions by the enemies and 
will never give up on our powerful self- 
defence even for the whole world,” said 
Rodong Sinmun, the mouthpiece of the 
Korean Workers’ Party. 

In Seoul, President Moon, who took 
office last Wednesday, said the launch 
was a “clear violation” of UN security 
council resolutions. He said that, under 
the right circumstances, he would 
begin talks with the Kim regime, but 
that dialogue “is only possible when the 
North shows a change in attitude”. 

Representatives from both sides of 
the 38th Parallel met briefly in Beijing 
yesterday during the “Belt and Road” 
trade initiative devised by President Xi. 
Park Byeong-seug, who led the South’s 
delegation, said he had “expressed 
concern” about the missile to Kim 
Yong-jae, North Korea’s minister of ex- 
ternal economic relations. 

The Chinese government offered its 
familiar response: all parties should 
“exercise restraint and refrain from fur- 
ther aggravating the tension in the re- 
gion”, the foreign ministry said in a 
statement, adding that it opposed such 
missile tests. 

The White House issued a statement 
shortly after the missile was launched. 
“North Korea has been a flagrant 
menace for far too long,” it said. “South 
Korea and Japan have been watching 
this situation closely with us. The 
United States maintains our ironclad 
commitment to stand with our allies in 
the face of the serious threat posed by 
North Korea. Let this latest provoca- 
tion serve as a call for all nations to im- 
plement far stronger sanctions against 
North Korea.” 

The statement also made the point 
that the missile landed closer to the 
Russian mainland than to Japan. “With 



Analysis 


T he 1,245-mile altitude 
reached by the North 
Korean ballistic missile 
shows that the Kim 
regime has developed a 
rocket of significantly greater 
velocity than before (Michael 
Evans writes). 

It was launched on a steep 
trajectory in order to find out at 
what point the propulsion fuel 
would burn out, forcing the 
missile to free-fall back to earth. 
It reached double the height of a 
missile launched last June. 

Does this mean Kim Jong-un 
is close to having an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) capable of reaching the 
US? American experts say not, 
but the North may have a missile 
with a longer range than before. 

It came down in the Sea of 
Japan, because the only way the 
North Koreans can track the 
launch is by keeping it within a 
tight geographical location. 
Unlike the US, which has the 
whole of the Atlantic missile 
range available for ICBM tests, 
and a vast tracking network, 
Pyongyang has to confine its 
tests to a small area. The North’s 
scientists monitor each test with 
the help of telemetry, a radio- 
based system of sensors that 
sends data on the missile’s speed, 
temperature and trajectory. 

The confidence with which 
US Pacific Command stated that 
the missile was not an ICBM 
would seem to suggest one of two 
things: either North Korea does 
not encrypt its telemetry, or the 
US has found ways to hack into 
the system. 


the missile impacting so close to Rus- 
sian soil the president cannot imagine 
that Russia is pleased.” 

Speaking in Beijing, Dmitry Peskov, 
spokesman for President Putin, said 
that the Russian and Chinese leaders 
had discussed the missile launch, and 
expressed “mutual concerns”. 

Choe Son-hui, a senior North Korean 
diplomat, said on Saturday that his gov- 
ernment was willing to engage in talks 
with the US under the right conditions. 
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Transgender women 
on track to approval 


T ransgender 

women in India 
are more 
commonly seen 
begging on 

public transport, but a 
ground-breaking 
scheme in the southern 
city of Kochi is about to 
change that, employing 
them on the local metro 
for the first time (Hugh 
Tomlinson writes). 

A group of 23 
individuals from the 
hijra community — 
born male, but living as 
women — will join the 
staff rota when they 
complete training in the 
coming days. The 
initiative, driven by the 
local community, aims 
to improve social 
integration for 
transgender people, who 
were once revered in 
India but now suffer 
rampant discrimination. 


Individual hijra may be 
lucky enough to find 
work, but collective 
employment schemes 
such as the one in 
Kochi, in Kerala, are 
almost unheard of. 

“We are really excited. 
We hope other firms will 
also open their doors for 
us,” said Chitra, one of 
the women joining the 
metro staff. 

Crucially, Kochi locals 
and the police have 
pushed for more job 
opportunities for the 
hijra. Several of the 
women starting work on 
the metro have 
previously been charged 
with prostitution. After 
catching the same 
women repeatedly, 
however, Kochi police 
began urging local 
authorities to find them 
steady, legal work. 

“They are being trained 



REUTERS 


Transgender women face rampant discrimination in India. Jobs on the railways and road safety schemes, left, are helping to improve their lives 


for various functions 
including ticketing, 
customer relations and 
housekeeping, 
depending on their skills 
and qualifications,” a 
spokeswoman for the 
Kochi metro said. 

For thousands of years 
the hijra were revered 
throughout India, 
particularly during the 


Mughal era when 
eunuchs served as royal 
guards in court and 
transgender women 
performed blessings at 
weddings and births. 
Today, however, they are 
widely reviled and have 
been driven to the 
margins of society. More 
than 60 per cent are 
thought to work in the 


sex trade as they 
struggle to earn a living. 

Mumbai launched a 
team of transgender 
traffic police in 2015, 
clad in purple-and-gold 
saris and wielding 
megaphones, to chide 
unruly drivers. The 
Seatbelt Crew, as 
they were known, were 
wildly popular on social 


media but suffered 
widespread abuse and 
mockery from drivers 
and onlookers who 
gathered to watch them 
work. 

The trial was deemed 
a success but has not 
been repeated. A similar 
scheme was announced 
in Delhi last year but 
quietly dropped. 


“At a time when 
transgender persons 
are facing a great 
deal of oppression, we 
have decided to be 
the change they wish 
to see in society,” 
said Elias George, 
managing director 
of the metro, 
paraphrasing Mahatma 
Gandhi. 


Prosperity will come down 
$900bn silk road, says Xi 
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Major projects 

1 UK, Hinkley Point. $23.7bn 

2 Djibouti-Ethiopia railway. $4bn 

3 Pakistan, Gwadar port. $46bn 

4 Laos 260-mile railway. $6bn 
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Chamber of 
mummies 
found on dig 

Egypt 

Hannah Lucinda Smith 

At least 17 mummies have been 
unearthed in an ancient burial site in 
central Egypt, the largest number 
found at a single site in the region. 

The preserved remains were discov- 
ered close to the village of Tuna al- 
Gabal, previously thought to contain 
only the remains of animals and birds. 
They are believed to date from the early 
Greco-Roman period, which began in 
about 300BC, and to be the bodies of 
priests and officials. 

Khalid al-Anani, the Egyptian antiq- 
uities minister, said that more mum- 
mies were expected to be discovered. 

The news will be warmly welcomed 
by the country’s struggling tourism 
industry. 

About 5.4 million tourists visited 
Egypt last year compared with 14.7 mil- 
lion in 2010, before the Arab Spring. 
Since then, Islamist rule followed by a 
coup and a return to military-led gov- 
ernment, together with a rising threat 
of terrorism, have kept people away. 

Significant archaeological finds this 
year may start to bring visitors back. 

Two months ago, a huge statue origi- 
nally thought to depict Pharaoh Ram- 
ses II and dating back at least 3,000 
years, was pulled from a drain in Cairo. 

“It’s as if it’s a message from our 
ancestors who are lending us a hand to 
help to bring tourists back,” Mr Anani 
said. 


China 

Calum MacLeod Beijing 

Evoking the camel caravans of millen- 
nia past, President Xi yesterday sold his 
vision of new silk roads, by land and sea, 
that will connect the world in peace and 
prosperity. 

Speaking at China’s biggest diplo- 
matic event of the year, Mr Xi pledged 
an additional $124 billion towards his 
$900 billion “Belt and Road” initiative, 
a global trade and infrastructure drive 
that he is promoting as a long-term 
“win-win” campaign for the 65 nations 
that have signed up to it — the UK 
among them. 

Most western leaders stayed away 
from a two -day summit highlighting 
Chinese ambition to secure greater in- 
fluence, but the 28 heads of state 
present at what Mr Xi called “a gather- 
ing of great minds” included President 
Putin of Russia and President Erdogan 
of Turkey. Mr Putin told the forum: 
“Protectionism is becoming the norm. 
The ideas of openness, trade freedom, 
are rejected more and more, very often 
by those who were their supporters not 
so long ago.” 

Philip Hammond, the chancellor, 
spoke as enthusiastically as any of the 
thousand or more delegates present. 
Praising Mr Xi “for setting in train such 
a bold and visionary project”, he called 
the initiative “truly ground-breaking in 
the scale of its ambition”, with the 
potential to raise the living standards of 


70 per cent of the global population. 
Brexit means the UK wants “to secure 
free-trade agreements around the world 
with new partners and old allies alike”, 
he told the forum. “Britain, lying at the 
western end of the Belt and Road, is a 
natural partner [in the project]”. 

He added that China and the UK 
have “a long and rich trading history” 
— risking memories of the British-led 
opium trade that Beijing instills in 
every schoolchild as evidence of the 
foreign domination of China that the 
Communist Party finally ended. 

Mr Hammond cited as a Belt and 
Road breakthrough the freight train 
which in January carried goods from 
Yiwu in eastern China all the way to 
east London, then returned with whis- 


ky, infant formula and other British 
goods — a 15,000-mile round trip. 

Core Belt and Road projects include 
railways, roads and ports built and paid 
for by China, such as the $4 billion 
Djibouti-Ethiopia railway, but officials 
also list projects as big as the joint China- 
France Hinkley Point nuclear power 
station. Some analysts question the 
commercial viability of silk road trains 
to Europe versus cheaper sea routes and 
faster air freight, and deeper questions 
remain about Beijing’s motives for the 
initiative, announced in 2013. 

The concept is highly elastic, with the 
Belt and Road slogan tacked on to a 
myriad of schemes, and has raised con- 
cerns in some quarters about Chinese 
geopolitical aims. 


Drones key 
to Erdogan’s 
defence plan 

Turkey 

Hannah Lucinda Smith Istanbul 

President Erdogan’s ambition to create 
a home-grown Turkish defence indus- 
try has taken a step forward with the 
production of a drone. 

The Bayraktar is the star of Turkey’s 
defence industry which is assembled 
almost entirely of home-made parts. 
“We’ve nicknamed it the Milli 
[National],” Burak Ozbek, the design 
engineer, said of the drone. 

Turkey, which has historically been 
reliant on second-hand Nato equip- 
ment, aims to become self-sufficient in 
defence by 2023, the modern republic’s 
centenary. Mr Ozbek believes it can 
achieve that aim. 

Baykar, the Turkish company which 
makes the Bayraktar, is at the forefront 
of the drive. The company has close 
personal links with the president: the 
founder’s son, Selcuk Bayraktar, mar- 
ried Mr Erdogan’s daughter Sumeyye 
last year. The Turkish security forces 
have now bought 24 Bayraktars. 

The indigenous defence industry is 
now worth about £400 million annual- 
ly — three times that of a decade ago. 

One of the key deals signed at this 
year’s arms fair was between Rolls-Roy- 
ce and the Turkish defence manufac- 
turer Kale, to develop Turkey’s first in- 
digenous jet engine, the TF-X. “Our tar- 
get is to fly the TF-X in 2023, but its in- 
service date is likely to be in the late 
2020s,” Osman Okyay, of Kale, said. 
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FBI demanded Trump aide’s bank records 


United States 

Rhys Blakely Washington 

The Justice Department has asked for 
the bank records of President Trump’s 
former campaign chief as investiga- 
tions into Russian meddling in the US 
election show signs of broadening. 

Access to Paul Manafort’s transac- 
tions was requested weeks before Mr 
Trump dismissed James Comey, who as 
the FBI director was investigating 
alleged collusion between the Kremlin 
and the president’s election campaign. 

Mr Manafort, who led the campaign 
from March until August last year and 
had previously worked for a pro -Mos- 
cow political party in Ukraine, has not 
been accused of wrongdoing. He has al- 
so denied co-ordination with Russia 


during the election. The turbulence 
that followed Mr Comey’s removal 
from office last week has prompted fur- 
ther speculation that Mr Trump is 
about to shuffle his team in the West 
Wing. He is said to have blamed his 
communications staff for a tumultuous 
week during which he often seemed to 
undercut their explanations for the 
dismissal. 

On Saturday Mr Trump told students 
at Liberty University in Virginia: “The 
fact is, no one has ever achieved any- 
thing significant without a chorus of 
critics standing on the sidelines ex- 
plaining why it can’t be done. Nothing is 
easier or more pathetic than being a 
critic. Because they’re people that can’t 
get the job done.” 

He added: “The more that a broken 


system tells you that you’re wrong, the 
more certain you should be that you 
must keep pushing ahead, you must 
keep pushing forward.” 

Allies of Mr Comey have suggested 



Paul Manafort 
denies links with 
Russia during the 
campaign 


that he was ousted in part because he 
refused to pledge his personal loyalty to 
Mr Trump during a private dinner 
between the two in January. 

Rex Tillerson, the secretary of state, 
was asked yesterday how he would bal- 


ance his loyalty to the president and to 
the US. “I will never compromise my 
own values,” he replied. “And my values 
are those of the country.” 

Eight possible replacements for Mr 
Comey were interviewed on Saturday 
by Jeff Sessions, the attorney-general, 
and Rod Rosenstein, his deputy. Mr 
Trump said that a replacement could be 
chosen before Friday when he leaves 
for Saudi Arabia on his first overseas 
trip as president. 

Mr Sessions’s involvement has been 
criticised by the Democrats: he had 
promised to step aside from matters in- 
volving Russian election meddling 
after denying his own contacts with a 
Russian diplomat. 

The FBI Agents Association backed 
Mike Rogers, a Republican from Michi- 


gan who served four terms in Congress, 
to take the job. He is a highly respected 
former FBI agent as well as a former 
chairman of the House intelligence 
committee and would be the first 
former politician to take the role. 

Mr Comey declined to testify in pri- 
vate to the Senate intelligence commit- 
tee tomorrow. It is possible that he will 
give evidence in future, and that he may 
prefer to do so in public. 

An NBC/ Washington Post poll 
showed that 29 per cent of Americans 
approved of Mr Trump’s sacking him, 
with 38 per cent saying they disap- 
proved. However, a majority — 78 per 
cent — supported an independent 
commission or special prosecutor to in- 
vestigate Russia’s election meddling. 
Times2, pages 2-3 


Assume calls to president 
are taped, ex-staff warn 


Rhys Blakely 

A hint from President Trump that his 
private conversations with James 
Comey may have been taped without 
the ex-FBI director knowing invited 
comparisons with Richard Nixon’s 
secret White House recording system. 

There is, however, a more recent 
example of a leader allegedly engaging 
in surreptitious recording — Mr Trump 
himself. Several former employees 
have said that Mr Trump recorded 
phone calls as a property developer in 
New York. 

Lindsey Graham, a Republican sena- 
tor for South Carolina, said yesterday 
that the White House must “clear the 
air” about whether there were any 
taped conversations between Mr 
Trump and Mr Comey. “You can’t be 
cute about tapes. If there are any tapes 
of this conversation, they need to be 
turned over,” Mr Graham told NBC’s 
Meet the Press. 

One former senior Trump Organisa- 
tion employee told The Wall Street 
Journal that he “recorded virtually 
everything in the office. I know many of 
my conversations when I called him 
were recorded before and after I was 
working there.” 

Trump Organisation executives 
have described being cautioned by 
colleagues to assume that conversa- 
tions would be taped. John O’Donnell, 
who was president of the Trump Plaza 
Hotel and Casino in the 1980s, told The 
Washington Post: “There was never any 
sense with Donald of the phone being 


used for private conversation.”Lost 
Tycoon, a biography of Mr Trump 
published in 1993, alleged that he had a 
“system for surreptitiously tape 
recording business meetings”. 

However, Michael Cohen, Mr 
Trump’s personal lawyer, told the 
Journal: “In the decade that I worked for 
Mr Trump I have never seen a record- 
ing device attached to his phone, nor 
am I aware of any occasion where he 
taped a conversation.” 

The law differs from state to state, but 
taping a conversation is legal in New 
York and Washington DC as long as 
one party involved is aware. 

It was claimed last week that Mr 
Trump had asked Mr Comey for a 
pledge of personal loyalty during a 
private dinner between the two in 
January. Mr Trump has denied any 
such request and warned Mr Comey on 
Twitter that he “better hope that there 
are no Tapes’ of our conversations 
before he starts leaking to the press!” 

Nixon was not the first president to 
record conversations in the Oval Office 
but the tapes he made played a central 
role in the Watergate affair that forced 
him to resign. 

Mr Trump’s phone calls from the 
White House use a Voice Over Internet 
Protocol system that may allow for 
records of conversations to be 
retrieved. He has seemed to be content 
to leave the matter of whether he has a 
tape of Mr Comey hanging. Asked by 
Fox News if there might be recordings 
of his conversations with him, he said: 
“That I can’t talk about.” 



MARTIN DOKOUPIL/EPA 


Sail of the century Competitors in the Al Gaffal Dhow Race in Dubai follow the route of pearl fishermen from 100 years ago 


Let’s stick together, Arab fixer will tell US 


Russian TV slashes criticism of 
Putin in American crime saga 


Richard Spencer 

President Trump will meet the sheikh 
who is one of his main Middle East 
advisers in the White House today but 
their talks are likely to be overshad- 
owed by domestic politics. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, said 
to be a Moscow go-between, is the low- 
profile but powerful Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and effectively ruler of the 
United Arab Emirates. Its diplomats 
and American analysts say that he 
wants to ensure that President Trump 
maintains US backing for its Gulf allies, 
even though the president promised 
during his election campaign to stay 
out of the Middle East’s problems. 

“The UAE is using all of its tools to 
reshape the region,” Theodore Karasik, 
formerly of Gulf State Analytics, a US 
think tank, said. Sheikh Mohammed’s 


elder brother, Sheikh Khalifa, is presi- 
dent of the UAE, but he is little more 
than a figurehead, frequently travelling 
abroad due to ill-health. In his absence 
Sheikh Mohammed has steered an 
aggressive course. 

He also has the ear of younger 
leaders across the Gulf, particularly 
Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s 
deputy crown prince, who has been 
given authority to run the country by 
his father, the king. 

The UAE has built military bases in 
the Gulf and northeast Africa and sent 
men to fight in Afghanistan, Libya and 
Yemen. Officials say that the purpose is 
to show the US that Gulf states are not 
“freeloading” off America. In return 
they expect the US to respect their 
security needs and particularly their 
desire to stop Iran’s strategic advance. 

Sheikh Mohammed was identified as 


a key player by George W Bush’s ad- 
ministration. In his visit to Washington 
in December, the prince met Michael 
Flynn, Mr Trump’s original choice as 
national security adviser; Stephen Ban- 
non, his chief strategist, and Jared 
Kushner, the president’s son-in-law. 

The Obama administration, still in 
office, was not informed, according to 
The Washington Post. It also said that 
Sheikh Mohammed had acted as an 
intermediary for President Putin. His 
hope is that the US and Russia can do a 
deal to re-establish an order in the 
Middle East which reduces Iran’s role. 
• Callista Gingrich, wife of the former 
Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, is in line to be US ambassador to 
the Vatican, CNN reported. The White 
House hopes to announce her nomina- 
tion before Mr Trump meets the Pope 
on May 24 in Rome. 


Russia 

Tom Parfitt Moscow 

Truth is a weapon — especially when 
you control the words. That seems to be 
the message from Russian state televi- 
sion after it removed negative referen- 
ces to President Putin in its dubbing of 
a popular US television series. 

Sharp -eared reporters from the 
Meduza website in Moscow noticed the 
faulty translating in two episodes of 
season three of Fargo, showing on the 
nationwide, terrestrial Channel One. 

The American crime drama, set in 
Minnesota, is a spin-off from the Cohen 
brothers’ film of the same name. The 
latest season features a Ukrainian char- 
acter called Yuri Gurka, played by Go- 
ran Bogdan, a Croatian actor. In the 


fourth episode of the U S version, Gurka 
muses on the childhood of the Russian 
president, in part referring to “this boy, 
Putin, he learns sambo, rules the yard 
school by his fist”. 

On Channel One, however, the Rus- 
sian leader is expunged from Gurka’s 
monologue which starts: “A boy dreamt 
from childhood of becoming a spy.” 

Episode two was also tampered with, 
losing a reference to Putin and North 
Korea by the British actor David Thew- 
lis. In the Russian television version, 
this becomes: “Relative stability exists 
only in totalitarian states. In North Ko- 
rea, for example, where you just need to 
know which palms to grease.” 

Channel One has not commented. 
The station is one of the Kremlin’s chief 
propaganda tools. 
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Seasonal workers Salt harvesters take a break from gathering large mounds of deposits left by the tide on the coast of the South China Sea in Nha Trang, Vietnam 


Merkel on course for fourth term 
after crushing rivals in state poll 


Germany 

Bruno Waterfield Brussels 

Angela Merkel has inflicted a brutal 
defeat on her rival Martin Schulz in his 
home region of North Rhine-West- 
phalia, once the stronghold of Ger- 
many’s Social Democrats. 

The political humiliation for Mr 
Schulz, whose Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) has ruled Germany’s largest 
region for most of the past 70 years, 
paves the way for a fourth election 
victory for Mrs Merkel in a national 
vote this September. 

Exit polls last night put Mrs Merkel’s 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) on 
34.5 per cent of the vote, four points 
ahead of the SPD in the third straight 
defeat for Mr Schulz since March, 
throwing his campaign into disarray. 

“The CDU has won the heartland of 
the Social Democrats,” said the party’s 
secretary, Peter Tauber, hailing the vote 
as a “great day”. 

The SPD lost almost 9 per cent of the 
vote, dropping to 30.5 per cent from 39.1 
per cent in 2012 in a major upset that 
makes Mrs Merkel a shoo-in to remain 



Angela Merkel’s party was on course 
to win in her opposition’s heartland 


German chancellor. The liberal Free 
Democratic Party (FDP) came third, 
taking 12.2 per cent of the vote. 

The Greens, who were in the ruling 
regional coalition of the North Rhine- 
Westphalia (NRW) with the SPD, took 


a massive hit, with their vote halved 
from 12 to 6 per cent. 

Yesterday’s election in the region, 
where one in five German voters lives, 
is the last before the national vote and 
was a disaster for Mr Schulz, who 
comes from the town of Wuerselen. 

“This is a difficult day for the SPD 
and a difficult day for me personally,” 
the former European parliament presi- 
dent said. “It’s my home state where we 
suffered a bitter defeat. We lost an 
important state election.” 

“This is a really bitter day,” added 
Katarina Barley, general secretary of 
the SPD. Support for Mr Schulz, 61, has 
sagged after a brief burst of popularity 
earlier in the year when he returned 
from Brussels to mount a challenge to 
Mrs Merkel, who has ruled Germany 
unassailed since 2005. 

NRW is the most populous of Ger- 
many’s 16 regional states, with more 
than 13 million eligible voters, and is the 
biggest contributor to national gross 
domestic product. Hannelore Kraft, 55, 
the region’s Social Democrat leader, 
who was once tipped as a challenger to 
Mrs Merkel, has been criticised for 


crumbling infrastructure and her 
handling of law and order. “It’s sad we 
lost so many districts. I take personal 
responsibility for this defeat,” she said, 
adding that she was stepping down as 
regional Social Democrat leader. 

Her regional interior minister, Ralf 
Jaeger, has faced national criticism for 
failing to detain Anis Amri, the Tuni- 
sian asylum seeker suspected in the 
deadly Berlin Christmas market ram- 
page last year. Amri had lived in North 
Rhine-Westphalia and was deemed a 
threat by intelligence officials, but Mr 
Jaeger argued that there was 
insufficient evidence to lock him up. 

The region’s city of Cologne, on Mr 
Jaeger’s watch, was the scene of mass 
sexual assaults by groups of men, most 
of them immigrants, on New Year’s Eve 
2015, polarising the national debate 
over the 890,000 asylum seekers Ger- 
many accepted that year. 

Exit polls have shown that the anti- 
immigrant Alternative for Germany 
party took 7.7 per cent of the vote, 
taking seats in the NRW region for the 
first time. 

Leading article, page 29 


Snap elections set to bring far right into government 


Austria 

Bruno Waterfield 

Austria will hold parliamentary elec- 
tions a year early this autumn, which is 
likely to result in a populist far-right 
party joining the governing coalition. 

The poll was announced as Sebastian 
Kurz, the 30-year-old foreign minister, 
was appointed last night as leader of the 
conservative People’s Party (OVP). 

He said that he would meet Christian 
Kern, the Social Democrat (SPO) 
chancellor, and the president to pro- 
pose a joint parliamentary motion for 
elections to be held “after the summer”. 


Polls suggest that Mr Kurz has a strong 
lead over the far-right Freedom Party 
(FPO) that narrowly lost a presidential 
vote in December. 

“There will definitely be an election, 
I assume in the coming autumn,” Mr 
Kern said. 

Mr Kern, who was in coalition with 
the OVP until Mr Kurz dissolved their 
governing alliance on Friday, has resist- 
ed snap elections, which could bring 
the far right into government as the 
country’s second largest party. 

The Freedom Party, founded in the 
1950s by former Nazis, is polling 25 per 
cent, ten points behind Mr Kurz who is 


controversially open to embracing it in 
coalition. 

Mr Kurz has taken a tough line dur- 
ing the EU’s migration crisis, calling for 
migrants to be intercepted at sea and 
held in detention centres before reach- 
ing European territory. In 2015, he was 
the architect of Austria’s Islamgesetz 
legislation that banned the foreign 
funding of mosques and prohibited un- 
official or radical versions of the Koran. 

A polished media performer, he is 
viewed as his party’s best hope of reviv- 
ing its fortunes after the resignation last 
week amid bitter infighting of Reinhold 
Mitterlehner, 61, the previous leader. 


Under his leadership the OVP will cam- 
paign as the “Sebastian Kurz list — the 
new People’s Party” with a line-up em- 
phasising youth in an election that will 
almost certainly anoint him as chancel- 
lor and the EU’s youngest leader. 

Last year candidates for the People’s 
Party and Social Democrats, who have 
ruled Austria since 1945, were kicked 
out in the first round of presidential 
elections. The second round pitted 
Norbert Hofer, of the Freedom Party, 
against Alexander Van der Bellen, a 
former Green who eventually won with 
54 per cent of the vote in a election that 
was rerun after electoral irregularities. 


Renzi bullied 
reporter in 
restaurant, 
claims editor 


Italy 

Philip Willan Rome 

The comeback hopes of Matteo Renzi 
have been tarnished by allegations in a 
memoir of intimidation against a 
journalist and that a political ally 
abused her position to help a bank run 
by her father. 

The claims are contained in Poteri 
Forti (o Quasi ) — loosely translatable as 
“The Powers that be”, but with the sug- 
gestion that they are less powerful than 
they would like to be — published a 
week ago by Ferruccio de Bortoli, a 
former editor of the influential daily 
Corriere della Sera. They may yet prove 
an obstacle to the former Italian prime 
minister’s ambitions for a swift return 
to his old job. 

Mr Renzi’s sensitivity to the criti- 
cisms was illustrated in an interview 
with another newspaper on Saturday in 
which he denied the allegations and 
accused De Bortoli, 63, of harbouring a 
“personal obsession” about him, poss- 
ibly the result of his thwarted profes- 
sional ambitions. 

In a chapter entitled “Renzi, or the 
bulimia for personal power”, De Bortoli 
described how a Corriere journalist had 
been kicked out of a seaside hotel where 
Mr Renzi, 42, was staying with his 
family and warned by a member of the 
prime minsiter’s security staff that the 
secret services knew sensitive details of 
his private life. 

The reporter, Marco Galluzzo, had 
checked in to the hotel, which was open 
to the public, and approached Mr 
Renzi’s table at dinner to say hello. 

In the account published by De Bor- 



Matteo Renzi was 
said to have 
astonished hotel 
guests with his 
shouting 


toli, Galluzzo said that he was manhan- 
dled by Mr Renzi’s bodyguards after the 
prime minister started shouting “leav- 
ing the guests at the other tables aston- 
ished”. The protests at the invasion of 
his privacy were so loud, Galluzzo said, 
that the guards rushed in “as though he 
were in danger”. 

The book also alleged that Maria 
Elena Boschi, minister for the con- 
stitutional reforms that were rejected 
in a referendum in December, leading 
to Mr Renzi’s resignation, had 
approached the chief executive of a 
major bank to ask him to consider buy- 
ing the financially troubled Banca 
Etruria, where her father was vice- 
president. 

Ms Boschi, 36, denies the allegation, 
and the bank has said it was never sub- 
jected to political pressure in connec- 
tion with the purchase, which it turned 
down. 

In an article published yesterday the 
new head of the Corriere della Sera , Lu- 
ciano Fontana, described Mr Renzi’s 
attack on his predecessor as “incredi- 
ble”, pointing out that he had not 
responded to the details of the allega- 
tions but merely revealed his hypersen- 
sitivity to criticism. 

Galluzzo may have had his unpleas- 
ant experience in the resort hotel in 
mind when he tweeted mischievously 
about a forthcoming visit by Mr Renzi 
to Russia in 2015: “Renzi to Moscow day 
after tomorrow: Russians say he doesn’t 
want questions from journalists, Renzi 
not Putin.” 


the times | Monday May 15 2017 2 gm 


35 


Aussie rules takes 
punt on winning 
over the Chinese 


Australia 

Bernard Lagan Sydney 

China, already the biggest market for 
Australia’s multibillion-dollar mining 
and wine industries, is now being asked 
to adopt its most peculiar sport. 

Aussie rules, the football game in 
which umpires wear ties, is intense and 
intrinsically Australian. The sport’s 
bosses think, however, that they can tap 
into the lucrative sports market in 
China, where English Premier League 
football is watched with almost reli- 
gious fervour. 

Yesterday at Jiangwan Stadium in 
Shanghai, Port Adelaide Power took on 
Gold Coast Suns for an 80-minute clash 
which Australians call aerial ping- 
pong. It is a hybrid game invented in 
Melbourne 160 years ago which ac- 
quired elements of football, rugby 
union and, what many consider its 
greatest influence, gaelic football. 

The Chinese authorities ensured 
that one ingredient favoured by specta- 
tors back home was absent — alcohol. 
It may have been the first time that 
some of the 5,000 Australian fans had 
watched a game sober, in what was the 
highest level of the game ever played 
outside Australia or New Zealand. 

Everything else was present includ- 
ing what Australian fans call the yellow 
(or white) maggot, the umpire; the 
chicken wing, a hard tackle; the chop- 
sticks, the goal posts; and yamug, an 
abusive term for an umpire. 

The Chinese might be forgiven for 
being confused by the number of 
players and the dress code; each team 
can have up to 18 men on the field at the 
same time, the umpires wear long white 
coats, a hat and tie and “water boys” 
dressed in pink dart among the players 
with refreshments. 

The 25,000-seater stadium did not 
fill to capacity, but an estimated 5,000 
locals joined Australian spectators for 
the match, which was broadcast live on 
CCTV, the state television channel. 

The TV audience was expected to be 
20 million, making the game the most 
viewed in the history of Australian 


Match facts 


• Australian rules football is a 
contact sport played by two teams 
of 18 on an oval field. 

• It dates from the 1850s and was 
inspired by public school football. 

• Western Bulldogs, from 
Melbourne, beat Sydney Swans last 
year to win the premiership trophy 
for the first time since 1954. 

• It has the highest spectator 
attendance and television audience 
of any sport in Australia. 

• The game is played in at least 80 
other countries, including Denmark, 
Japan and the US, although it is only 
played professionally in Australia. 


rules and, very possibly, the least 
understood. 

The sport’s executives are optimistic 
that they can develop a potentially lu- 
crative following for the game in China, 
where some administrators are scepti- 
cal, not least because the game is a fast- 
paced, bruising encounter with almost 
40 per cent of players being concussed 
at least four times in their careers. 

Priscilla Ho, a sports consultant in 
Beijing, told SBS television that rugby 
union and American football had never 
caught on because of their “confronta- 
tional nature”. 

She suggested that the Australians 
should instead emphasise “the ap- 
proachable and sunny nature” of Aus- 
tralians to make an impact on young 
Chinese. 

Tom Jonas, who plays for Adelaide, 
said that the Chinese would have diffi- 
culty learning the game. “It’s a very 
unique sport — we’ve got a funny- 
shaped ball, there’s a lot of people on the 
field and sometimes the rules are hard 
to understand,” he added. 

Port Adelaide won the match 
comfortably, by 110-38. Whether the 
game won over the Chinese remains to 
be seen. 
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Aussie rules hopes to have a similar appeal in China as Premier League football 


World 

Rebels agree 
deal with 
Assad to quit 
stronghold 


Syria 

Hannah Lucinda Smith 

President Assad’s forces and armed 
rebels have reached an agreement to 
evacuate opposition fighters from a 
stronghold on the outskirts of Damas- 
cus that has fallen to regime troops. 

About 300 fighters and their families 
who were besieged in the lkm-square 
Qaboun neighbourhood on the north- 
eastern fringe of the city surrendered 
yesterday after intense clashes. 

They will be moved to opposition- 
controlled areas in northern Syria, 
which have already received thousands 
of people moved during previous evac- 
uations. 

Turkey, which is administering a 
strip of Syrian territory along its 
border in collaboration with mainly 
Turkmen rebels, is expanding its camps 
there in anticipation of an influx of 
evacuees. 

Satellite images released yesterday 
show that the Zoghara camp, west of 
the town of Jarabulus, has tripled in size 
in the past three weeks. 

Assad says that the controversial 
deals are the best way to end the six- 
year conflict with minimum bloodshed. 
The United Nations, however, and 
rights groups have raised concerns 
about the “siege and starve” tactics that 
regime forces use to force rebels to 
surrender. 

Earlier this month Iran and Russia, 
which back the Syrian regime, and 
Turkey, which backs the opposition, 
signed a memorandum on de-escala- 
tion zones under which airstrikes and 
fighting will be halted to let aid in and 
civilians out. 

Eastern Ghouta, the last rebel- 
controlled suburb of Damascus which 
includes Qaboun, is one of the areas in- 
cluded in the agreement. Qaboun 
specifically was excluded, however, 
because the rebels controlling it were 
accused by the regime of having links to 
al- Qaeda, and of using the area as a 
base to shell the Russian embassy in 
Damascus. 

Eastern Ghouta has been under rebel 
control since 2013 and was the scene of 
a sarin nerve agent attack in August of 
that year. 


Killer sharks gain an unlikely ally 


Mormons face homophobia 
claim after split from scouts 


Bernard Lagan 

For a growing number of surfers, dying 
in the jaws of a shark will prompt one 
last request: for their killer’s survival. 

Many are equipping their surfboards 
with marked fins that signify that if they 
are taken by a shark the predator 
should not be hunted and killed by the 
authorities. 

The surfers are part of a movement 
demanding that the culling of sharks 
should cease despite mounting attacks, 
especially on the west coast of Australia 
and off the French island territory 
of Reunion in the Indian Ocean. 

This weekend surfers in Western 
Australia were joined by members of 
the newly elected local Labor govern- 
ment which has agreed to use non- 
lethal means such as electronic deter- 
rents to ward off the fish rather than 
killing those close to popular beaches. 

The fibreglass fins have a shark- 
friendly insignia which denotes that the 
owner wishes that no effort be made to 
hunt down their attacker. Buyers of the 



Many surfers say they would not want 
a shark that killed them to be hunted 


fins, which are also designed to improve 
a surfboard’s performance, will also 
have their names entered into a data- 
base. 

One early adopter was the promi- 
nent West Australian professional 
Claire Bevilacqua, 34. The world cham- 
pionship surfer admitted she was afraid 
of sharks but did not believe that killing 
them would make the water safer. “I’m 
against the cull because I don’t like the 
eye for an eye approach and I don’t 


think it’s setting a good example for the 
youth that if there is some kind of prob- 
lem we just go out and mass kill, espe- 
cially wildlife,” she said. 

The fins cost £91, with profits helping 
the development of non-lethal warning 
systems and shark research. 

Of the 15 people killed off Western 
Australia in the last 16 years, 13 were 
surfers or divers. The latest victim was 
Laeticia Brouwer, 17, who was attacked 
by what is thought to have been a great 
white while surfing alongside her father 
off a Western Australian beach last 
month. 

The state’s new Labor premier, Mark 
McGowan, is in favour of personal de- 
vices to deter sharks instead of culling, 
nets or using hooks. 

His government defied calls for le- 
thal measures to control sharks and in- 
stead announced plans that include 
subsidies so surfers and divers can 
equip themselves with electronic deter- 
rents. There will also be more extensive 
shark patrolling by aircraft, drones and 
jetskis. 


United States 

Ben Hoyle Los Angeles 

The Mormon church is to withdraw 
185,000 teenagers from the Boy Scouts 
of America two years after it said it was 
“deeply troubled” by the lifting of the 
ban on gay troop leaders. 

Instead the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, the largest sponsor of 
troops in the United States, is to launch 
its own programme for youngsters. Its 
relationship with the movement dates 
back more than a century. 

From next year Mormons aged 14 to 
18 will no longer take part in the scouts’ 
Varsity and Venturing programmes, a 
decision that the church said would 
affect 185,000 children. The scouts put 
the number at 130,000. 

Church officials insisted that the de- 
cision was not motivated by the scouts’ 
recent decisions to admit gay and trans- 
gender scouts and gay troop leaders. 


“This decision is not an indictment of 
the boy scouts,” a spokesman said. 
“There are a lot of things competing for 
a teenager’s attention. And that means 
needing to be more effective in the pro- 
grammes we offer.” 

About 300,000 younger Mormon 
boys will remain in the scouts while the 
church develops what it says will be a 
simplified programme to meet the 
“spiritual, social, physical and intellec- 
tual development goals for young men” 
of the Mormon faith. 

Jim Key, of the Los Angeles LGBT 
Centre, was unconvinced by the 
church’s explanation, which he said was 
almost certainly “rooted in homo- 
phobia”. He told the Los Angeles Times: 
“It’s very disappointing that the bigotry 
of church leaders will prevent older 
boys from the benefits of scouting.” 

The Mormon church opposes same- 
sex marriage and teaches that homo- 
sexual activity is a sin. 
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FROM OUR 
CORRESPONDENT 

After escaping a close shave in Raqqa, 
what a man really wants is a cigarette, 
good music and another close shave 


Anthony Loyd 



M en, it seems, want 
three things in the 
immediacy of an 
escape from the 
stultifying confines of 
Islamic State rule: a shave, a 
cigarette and a tune. In his 
improvised barber shop in a 
shipping container in Ain Issa’s 


transit camp, Omar gives them all 
three. 

The 21-year-old barber from 
Raqqa, who managed to flee the Isis 
capital after a series of run-ins with 
Hisbah, the jihadist group’s 
religious police, over illicit beard 
trims, came to this spot owning no 
more than the clothes he stood in 
and five electric razors he had 
smuggled out of the city. 

“Daesh told me my cuts were a 
sin,” he said with a grin, shaving the 
beard from a smoking man newly in 
from Raqqa seated in his chair, an 
MP3 playing in the background. 
“But it was I who fled the devil.” 

Powering his razors and MP3 
from a car battery, at 30p a shave 
Omar’s venue has become an 
established outpost for the latest 



Omar, once given 40 lashes for beard 
trimming, now runs a barber shop 


arrivals from territory held by 
Islamic State. More than 100,000 
people have passed through Ain Issa 
in the past few weeks as the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) accelerate 
their operations and Islamic State’s 
grip loosens on lands to the south. 
The war-ravaged desert town, about 
30 miles north of Raqqa, has 
become a hub for those fleeing the 
caliphate, through which they are 
processed in the camp before 
heading elsewhere. Omar’s 


establishment was the perfect place 
to pick up the latest information on 
events in Raqqa. More memorable 
than the details of life under Isis 
gleaned from Omar’s customers, 
though, were the eyes of the new 
arrivals. They held a combination of 
bedazzled shock and an intense, 
lingering fear that was so prominent 
as to make it obvious as to which 
had most recently escaped, and 
denoted the horror of their 
experience more acutely than any 
verbal account. 

On average Omar shaves off 30 
beards a day, though the number 
increases sharply whenever there is 
a new military operation against Isis. 
“Offensives are great for business,” 
he said. “Every time the SDF make a 
new push I get a crowd of 
customers.” 

Beards were obligatory under the 
jihadists. Men who shaved, or who 
had beards shorter than a fistful in 
length, were liable to imprisonment 
and beating. Before escaping Raqqa, 
Omar, who asked that I did not 
use his full name as he still had 
family stranded in the city, had been 
given 40 strokes of the cane for 
performing illicit trims on 
customers’ beards. 

“I was grassed up by a customer 
called Mustafa Ahmed,” he said. “I 
had given him goatees for years. 


Then, after Daesh arrived in Raqqa, 
Mustafa started to feel inclined 
their way. So one day he reported 
me for illegal beard trims and 
eyebrow arching. The next I am in 
jail being beaten. Now the guy is a 
sheikh!” 

He started shaving beards in the 
camp within days of his escape, 
using a single chair and a sliver 
of broken mirror to set up an 
improvised barber’s stall. “People 
didn’t care!” he said. “They just 
wanted to get rid of their beards. 
Now we’ve got a real five-star 
establishment here. I make sure 
they can relax, smoke and listen to 
some tarab as their beards fall.” 

The tarab — a slow, highly 
emotive and sensual form of Arab 
music — and cigarettes were an 
essential part of the shaving 
experience, he insisted. “It not only 
gives men three things forbidden to 
them under Daesh, but allows them 
to forget about their suffering for a 
minute.” 

He stopped his banter and looked 
at me, suddenly serious. “But really, 
the reason I get so many men come 
here for a shave on the first day of 
freedom is because they want to 
look in the mirror and see their 
original faces again. 

“They want to see the men they 
used to be.” 
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Cholera epidemic 
spreads in Yemen 

Sanaa An outbreak of 
cholera in Yemen, where 
civil war has been raging 
for two years, has killed 
115 people and infected 
8,500, up from 2,300 a 
week ago. Hospitals are 
overflowing and patients 
are being treated four to a 
bed while others are on 
drips in their cars. It is the 
second outbreak in less 
than a year of the 
bacterial infection carried 
by contaminated food or 
water which causes 
diarrhoea and 
dehydration. (AP) 

Three dead after 
train hits house 

Athens Three passengers 
were killed and ten badly 
injured when a train left 
the rails in Greece and 
crashed into a house. 
About 100 people were on 
board the service from 
Athens to Thessaloniki. 
The cause of the accident 
was not known. (AP) 

Mutineer soldiers 
shoot protesters 

Abidjan Renegade soldiers 
killed one person and 
injured several others as 
they used live rounds to 
disperse a march against 
their mutiny in Bouake, 
Ivory Coast. Leaders of 
the protest called on the 
government to take 
action. (AP) 

Eurovision stage 
invader faces jail 

Kiev Police have detained 
a Ukrainian stage invader 
who flashed his bottom 
during the Eurovision 
Song Contest. The man, 
identified as Vitalii 
Sediuk, who has a history 
of celebrity pranks, could 
face jail on hooliganism 
charges. (Reuters) 
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Energy price cap comes closer after Ofgem ditches reforms 


Emily Gosden Energy Editor 

One of the energy companies’ main 
arguments against a price cap has 
collapsed after the competition watch- 
dog’s alternative plan to help con- 
sumers was shelved indefinitely. 

The industry has argued that reforms 
proposed by the Competition and 
Markets Authority last year should be 
allowed to work before the government 
intervenes further in the market. 

However, the CMA’s principal re- 
commendation, a database giving rival 
suppliers the contact details of house- 
holds that have not switched, has been 
kicked into the long grass after prob- 


lems in trials. Ofgem, the regulator 
implementing the database, emailed 
suppliers on Friday to say that it was 
deferring the April 2018 rollout date set 
by the CMA. 

It gave no revised date, saying that it 
wanted to continue testing variants of 
the plan and would issue an updated 
timetable by December, depending on 
the outcome of the tests. It has already 
said that the database — dubbed a 
“spammer’s charter” by critics — will 
not go ahead unless trials are success- 
ful. 

The CMA’s plan would force suppli- 
ers to submit details of all customers 
who had remained on their expensive 


standard tariff for three years to an 
Ofgem-run database, allowing rivals to 
send them marketing mail. 

Industry sources said that trials with 
2,400 households in January had not 
gone well, with only a “limited” resp- 
onse from customers, and that Ofgem 
was still struggling to reconcile the plan 
with data protection rules. The infor- 
mation commissioner has attacked the 
database as an “intrusion on individ- 
uals’ privacy”. An Ofgem spokesman 
said: “We propose implementing a 
database remedy when we are sure it is 
secure, protects customers’ data priv- 
acy and benefits consumers.” 

The CMA concluded last year that 


Britons were paying £1.4 billion a year 
too much for energy as weak competi- 
tion increased inefficiency and led to 
excess profits at big suppliers. 

The database was its main idea to 
tackle the problem, after it dropped its 
original plan for a price cap such as that 
now proposed by the Conservatives. 

The disclosure that the database is 
now in doubt undermines arguments 
against the price cap by Energy UK, the 
industry body, the CBI, suppliers such 
as Eon and switching sites such as 
Uswitch, all of which have said that the 
CMA’s remedies should be given a 
chance to work. 

Lawrence Slade, chief executive of 


Energy UK, insisted that a price cap 
was not the answer even in the absence 
of the CMA’s main recommendation. 
“Companies have been trialling differ- 
ent methods to get people engaged. 
That’s where we should be focusing our 
efforts,” he said. 

“The unintended consequence of 
putting in a price cap could be that you 
see switching levels fall, which is 
perverse.” 

Ofgem is testing other ways of 
prompting customers to switch, such as 
getting suppliers to tell their own cus- 
tomers about rivals’ deals. A spokesman 
said: “We are committed to developing 
a remedy that works for consumers.” 
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But will they bite? Britain’s biggest angling equipment retailer wants to land £8 million of new investment to fund its expansion by casting its line into the junior Alternative Investment Market. Report, page 43 


Jobless ‘to rise as slowdown hits’ 

Brexit will begin to take toll on economy, analysts warn 


Emily Gosden, Philip Aldrick 

The number of people in work is fore- 
cast to fall next year for the first time in 
nearly a decade as Brexit takes its toll 
on the economy. 

The EY Item Club expects a slow- 
down in the consumer sector to result 
in companies such as retailers, which 
have been hard hit by higher inflation 
since the referendum, cutting jobs. 

The number of people in employ- 
ment will fall by 0.1 per cent in 2018, the 
consultancy predicts. It would be the 
first decline since 2009. 

As companies cut jobs and the work- 
ing population continues to grow, EY 


expects the unemployment rate to rise 
to 5.4 per cent next year and to 5.8 per 
cent the year after, up from the present 
rate of 4.7 per cent. 

“While economic activity has held up 
better than many expected since last 
summer, there are now signs, particu- 
larly in the consumer sector, that the 
pace of expansion in the economy is 
slowing,” EY said. 

It forecast a slowdown over the 
course of the year as “the squeeze on 
spending power from higher inflation 
bites” and said that this would “feed 
into weaker demand for workers”. 

The gloomy jobs forecast flies in the 
face of a more optimistic official out- 


look from the Bank of England. Last 
week, the Bank said that unemploy- 
ment would hold steady at 4.7 per cent 
this year and next before falling to 
4.5 per cent in 2019. 

With unemployment rising, EY sees 
no prospect of meaningful pay 
increases for years to come. Companies 
may be especially reluctant to let wage 
bills rise in the face of higher costs, 
including the apprenticeship levy and 
pension auto -enrolment. 

It expects wages to rise by 2.8 per cent 
next year, which compares with the 
Bank’s forecast for 3.5 per cent and 
near-5 per cent growth on average 
before the financial crisis. “The pros- 


pect of an uptick in unemployment . . . 
will hold pay growth down, as will extra 
costs faced by employers arising from 
rising input costs, the introduction of 
the apprenticeship levy and the expan- 
sion of pensions auto -enrolment,” EY 
said. 

Martin Beck, senior economic 
adviser to the EY Item Club, said that 
Brexit was among the factors contrib- 
uting to the outlook, along with higher 
global commodity and food prices that 
were also driving inflation. 

“The fall in the pound was driven by 
the vote. The fall in the pound is in- 
creasing inflation, higher inflation is 
going to squeeze real incomes, lower 


real incomes are going to hurt spending 
and that’s going to hurt jobs,” he said. 

Warnings of a squeeze on earnings 
were backed up by a separate study by 
the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development, which found em- 
ployers anticipated awarding pay rises 
of only 1 per cent over the next year. 
That compares with 1.5 per cent fore- 
cast three months ago and is the lowest 
forecast of the last three years. 

Gerwyn Davies, labour market ad- 
viser at the institute, said: “There is a 
real risk that a significant proportion of 
UK workers will see a fall in their living 
standards as the year progresses.” 
Brexit hits British suppliers, page 40 
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The week ahead 


TODAY 


Paternity-test firm finds 


Lonmin publishes interim results, 
a week after Cyril Ramaphosa, the 
South African deputy president, 
issued an apology over the 
Marikana mine massacre in 2012, 
when he was a non-executive 
director of the mining group. 
Interims Lonmin; Diploma; 
Victrex; TUI; Ithaca Energy 
Finals NEX Group 
AGM/EGM Fidelity European 
Values; React; Hochschild Mining 
Trading statement National 
Express; Dignity 


TOMORROW 

Monthly inflation figures are due. 
CPI was 2.3 per cent in March, 
unchanged from February. 
Interims Easyjet; CYBG; ITE 
Group; El Group; Jackpotjoy 
Finals Vodafone; Speedy Hire; 
Premier Foods; BTG; New River 
Retail 

AGM/EGM Standard Life; 
Aldermore; Charles Taylor; 
Rockhopper Exploration; IWG; 
Xaar; Merchants Trust; Polymetal 
Trading statement Gulf Marine 
Services; Crest Nicholson 


WEDNESDAY 

Monthly unemployment statistics 
are released. 

Interims Brewin Dolphin; 
Mitchells & Butlers; Countryside 
Properties; Patisserie Holdings 
Finals JZ Capital Part; SSE; C&C; 
British Land; Sophos; Wincanton: 
AGM/EGM BP; UBM; Tritax Big 
Box Reit; Esure; Foxtons; Cenkos 
Securities; Playtech; Indivior; 
Vitec; Premier Oil; Chesnara; 
Zotefoams; Bodycote; Great 
Portland Estates; Ophir Energy 
Trading statement Premier Oil; 
Coats; UBM; Foxtons; Bodycote; 
Spectris; Tarsu 

Economics 09.30 UK: Claimant 
count (Apr); Avg weekly earnings 
(Mar); Unemployment rate (Mar) 


THURSDAY 


A British DNA start-up 
is flying high with a 
lucrative market in 
sexing racing falcons, 
writes Will Humphries 

W hat began as a cont- 
roversial service to es- 
tablish human pater- 
nity has unexpectedly 
taken wing in one of 
the world’s most elite sports and 
opened up myriad new markets in test- 
ing animal and plant DNA. 

Complement Genomics is helping 
hundreds of falconers to sex their 
chicks using DNA samples, giving the 
Durham-based company access to the 
multimillion-pound sport of falcon 
racing that is popular among the 
Middle East’s elite. 

Neil Sullivan, co-owner of Comple- 
ment Genomics, who made his name 
making DNA testing widely available 
through his dadcheck.com website, 
discovered that his laboratory could tap 
into the market after a chance encoun- 
ter with a falcon breeder three years 
ago. 

We had a dadcheck-branded car and 
I drove it to the local cattery, where a 
man there asked if I could test his birds,” 
Dr Sullivan said. “We did two falcons 
for him that year and he told a friend, 
who then put us on Facebook. Last year 
we did over 1,300 eggs in the breeding 
season [from May to June] and this year 
is even busier already. It has grown 
exponentially. 

“I have been shocked by the amount 
of breeders who are interested in 
falcons. The big breeders are selling 
these to the Middle East and I have 
come to learn that falcon racing is the 
equivalent to Formula One motor 
racing out there.” 

Every season about 600 falcons are 
estimated to arrive in the United Arab 
Emirates, one of the biggest markets in 
the Gulf. 

Dr Sullivan and his team of scientists 
had analysed more than 2,000 samples 
from over 100 breeders in UK and Ire- 
land over the past two years. Falconers 


pay £20 for a DNA test with a three-day 
turnaround. Once the chick has 
hatched, they send off the eggshell with 
the membrane attached. The geneti- 
cists extract DNA from the blood ves- 
sels in the membrane and put it through 
a molecular photocopying process. 

The breeders are keen to know the 
gender of their chicks for two reasons. 
First, a female captive-bred peregrine 
falcon can sell for anything up to 
£70,000, while a smaller male peregrine 
can sell for between £10,000 and 
£18,000. 

Second, it is important to know the 
sex of a chick as soon as possible. If 
hand-reared from its earliest days, a 
chick can be imprinted on to its human 
owner, making it safer and easier to 
handle, train, feed and breed. Tradi- 
tionally you could not distinguish the 
sex of a falcon until the end of the first 
month, when the female would be 
appreciably larger, but now breeders 
can know which chicks to rear by hand 
in their crucial first days. 

Ian Paterson has more than 70 
falcons in Darvel, Ayrshire, which he 
breeds and sells to the Gulf market. He 
said: “If you have four chicks hatch, 
then you can send off their DNA sam- 
ples and find out what sex they are and 
imprint yourself on them immediately. 

“A chick never goes back to its 
parents if you hand-rear them and 
there needs to be a full bond between 
you and the bird, especially if you want 
to be able to do artificial insemination.” 

Having entered the world of falcon 
sexing, Dr Sullivan said that new 
opportunities in animal and plant DNA 
testing had opened up the company 
that it would never have imagined. 

“We are doing bat poo, too, and that 
is an absolutely growing market,” he 
said. Ecological surveyors and con- 
struction companies can discover what 
species of bat is roosting in their area by 
getting samples of their droppings 
DNA tested. 

“Some of their cells come out in the 
poo and so we can find them and test 
the DNA. Otherwise, these surveyors 
have to sit with sonic detection kits all 
night and pick out the different species 
by the sound of their squeaks. This is a 
much quicker and easier way to identify 
bat species in a certain location.” 



Murria drops in with Finncap stake 


Credit Suisse holds an EGM to 
vote on a share capital increase via 
a rights offering. 

Interims Marston’s; SSP; Thomas 
Cook 

Finals Investec; Royal Mail; 
National Grid; Land Securities; 
Booker; Burberry; Dairy Crest; 
Bloomsbury Publishing; 
Mothercare; Experian; 3i Group 
AGM/EGM Next; Prudential; 

S&U; Balfour Beatty; Safestyle 
UK; Cineworld; Hiscox; PV 
Crystalox Solar 

Trading statement Rank; Balfour 
Beatty; Hargreaves Lansdown; 
Greggs; Wilmington; Cineworld; 
JRP; S&U 

Economics 09.30 UK: Retail sales 
(Apr) 


FRIDAY 


Grainger, the listed residential 
landlord with rental property 
assets worth £2.6 billion, publishes 
interim results. 

Interims Grainger; Future 
AGM/EGM Cairn Energy; 
National Grid; Greggs; Hikma 
Pharmaceuticals; Derwent 
London; Computacenter; Moss 
Bros 

Trading statement Hikma 
Pharmaceuticals; Close Brothers 


Alex Ralph 

One of Britain’s highest-profile tech- 
nology entrepreneurs has taken a 
significant stake in Finncap and has 
been lined up to become its deputy 
chairwoman. 

Vin Murria also will become a 
strategic adviser to the City stock- 
broker, whose chairman is Jon 
Moulton, founder of Better Capital, the 
venture capital firm, and whose chief 
executive is Sam Smith, the first woman 
to run a stockbroker. 

Ms Murria, who sold Advanced 
Computer Software in 2015 for 
£765 million to Vista Equity Partners, 
an American private equity investor, 
and is also a non-executive director of 
Sophos, Zoopla and Softcat, is under- 
stood to have taken a 10 per cent stake, 
meaning that the trio own about half of 
the employee-owned broker. 

Her stake has been acquired from 
selling shareholders rather than Finn- 
cap issuing new shares and Ms Smith 
said that the deal did not signal any shift 
in the broker’s strategy or potential 
mergers and acquisitions. “No cash is 
required,” she said, adding that Ms 
Murria was “here for the long term”. 

Ms Murria’s investment comes at a 



Vin Murria is one of the highest flyers 
in the City and the technology sector 


tough time for the broking industry, 
which has been squeezed by fierce com- 
petition and tighter regulation. She said 
that it was an “unusual time to be 
investing”, but added that Finncap had 


grown over several years and “it hap- 
pens to have a CEO who is female”. Ms 
Murria, who is Indian-born, added that 
there was an opportunity to encourage 
more women who “are less likely to 
look for funding . . . We would like to see 
over a period of ten to twenty years the 
percentage of female entrepreneurs 
looking for funding to increase dram- 
atically.” She said that part of the 
challenge for women raising money 
was “when you see a panel of men the 
whole time”. 

Of the sixty stock market flotations 
last year, only three involved compa- 
nies that were run by female chief exec- 
utives, Ms Smith said. Finncap, which 
has launched a series of events to raise 
awareness, has been looking to tap into 
what Ms Smith calls “a new age of 
entrepreneur who are setting up the 
businesses of the future” by raising 
money for private companies and 
supporting them through the “cycle” 
towards potential initial public offer- 
ings and beyond. 

The investment comes as Finncap is 
set to unveil its annual results this 
month. Ms Smith said that it had been 
the broker’s “best ever for top line and 
bottom line . . . Given the Brexit vote, 
that’s a pretty good performance.” 


Top law firms 
lose magic for 
making women 
equal partners 

Jonathan Ames 

The promotion of women to senior 
positions at leading law firms has 
reached a three-year low, despite the 
profession wanting to make gender 
diversity a priority. 

Only 17 per cent of this year’s new 
partners at the elite five practices in the 
City of London were women, according 
to research. In 2015, 33 per cent of the 
magic circle partnership promotions 
went to women, while last year the 
figure was 26 per cent. 

Management committees are likely 
to face suggestions that they are paying 
little more than lip-service to gender 
equality after research showed that at 
one of the top five firms only 9 per cent 
of lawyers in this spring’s annual part- 
nership round were women. Allen & 
Overy included only two women law- 
yers out of twenty-two promotions last 
month, significantly reducing the 
combined average of the magic circle, 
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new prey in Gulf 

KARIM SAHIB/AFP/GETTY; JAMIE SQUIRE/GETTY; COMPLEMENT GENOMICS 



By testing membranes inside eggshells, Complement 
Genomics has given falcon breeders the chance to raise 
the right birds to sell to the sport’s wealthy aficionados 



City fund manager calls time 
on executive pay ‘pantomime’ 


according to research by The Lawyer 
magazine. 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer was 
at the other end of the spectrum, with 
women making up 38 per cent of its 18 
new partners. Only 24 per cent of the 26 
new partners at Linklaters are women 
and 20 per cent of 24 new partners at 
Clifford Chance. 

Slaughter and May was an outlier in 
the magic circle. More than 40 per cent 
of its new partners were women, but 
that translated to only three out of 
seven total promotions worldwide. 

The five magic circle firms are mem- 
bers of the British branch of the 30% 
Club, a collection of City businesses 
that “believes that gender balance on 
boards . . . only encourages better lead- 
ership and governance”. The organisa- 
tion takes its name from its aim that 
member businesses should have 
women making up at least 30 per cent 
of their top tiers. 

Researchers at The Lawyer pointed 
out that this year the leadership at 
Allen & Overy had issued a diktat that 
by 2020 women must make up 40 per 
cent of the firm’s “partnership pipeline”. 
Wim Dejonghe, senior partner, said 
that the one of the firm’s “top five strate- 
gic priorities” was “to drive change 
around gender diversity and LGBT in- 
clusion. We want our firm to be talented 
and diverse and we are embracing 
significant structural change.” 


Martin Strydom 

A leading City fund manager says that 
executive rewards should be scrapped 
and replaced by a simple structure of 
pay and shares. 

Richard Buxton, chief executive of 
Old Mutual Global Investors, said that 
the system of remuneration for senior 
directors was out of control and that he 
was “aghast” that a report by the Invest- 
ment Association had concluded that it 
was working “broadly satisfactorily”. 

The “hunt the villain pantomime” 
over pay at every AGM season could 
end if the standard compensation pack- 
age of salary plus annual bonus and a 
three-year, long-term incentive plan 
was dropped, he said. 

“A significant proportion of remu- 
neration given in equity — restricted 
from sale for five years — is the best way 
to focus management on the company’s 
long-term future worth,” he wrote in 
The Sunday Telegraph. 

Mr Buxton acknowledged that 
remuneration committees would be 
unhappy to award shares with no 
performance criteria attached, but he 
said that it was the focus on measuring 


short-term corporate performance that 
had led to “this mess”. 

He suggested that executives should 
be given shares to hold for the long 
term. “Let’s try it. There is a reason why 
Lloyds was a leading bank years ago 
when Brian Pitman was chief execu- 
tive,” he said. “I remember he was paid 
about £1 million in shares at the time 
and his rivals were only given shares 
worth a tenth of that.” 

The Commons’ business, energy and 
industrial strategy select committee 
concluded in April that pay packages 
should be based on salaries and shares. 
MPs were told that long-term incentive 
plans would distort executive behav- 
iour, with bosses “tailoring decisions to 
affect the share price around the time 
their shares are due to vest”. 

Mr Buxton said there was frustration 
among businesses over a pay system 
that was so complicated that many 
executives could not even explain it and 
which did not increase the long-term 
value of a company. 

According to the High Pay Centre, an 
independent think tank, FTSE 100 
chief executives receive 147 times the 
average pay of their employees. 


Business 

Beware hard landing 
at Softbank 

BUSINESS COMMENTARY Harry Wilson 



I n the summer of 2004 one 
senior Deutsche Bank manager 
had plenty to celebrate. His 
business’s revenues had grown 
50 per cent in the last year and 
billions of new deals were in the 
pipeline. “Many firms view credit 
derivatives as just another product. 
We see them as the key to creating a 
neural network encompassing all 
types of credit exposure in the 
financial system,” he said. 

Two years later and Deutsche’s 
structured credit division was the 
biggest in the world. “We are buying 
leasing companies across the globe,” 
the same manager boasted as he 
explained how the lender was 
snapping up businesses from wind 
farms to toll roads to gives its 
bankers cash streams that they could 
then package up and sell to investors. 

Another two years on and he was 
gone. And then the trouble started. 
Within months Lehman Brothers 
had collapsed and the global credit 
derivatives binge came to a rapid and 
messy end, with banks ultimately 
taking hundreds of billions of losses. 
Deutsche Bank itself seemed to have 
escaped the worst, but it turns out 
that was more to do with aggressive 
accounting and a pliant home 
regulator than the particular genius 
of its staff. The bank is currently on 
its third rights issue in five years. 

But what happened to the man 
who made tens of millions of dollars 
in the lead-up to this sorry saga? 
Well, he became head of “strategic 
finance” at the world’s biggest 
gamble on technology, otherwise 
known as Softbank. Today Rajeev 
Misra and a small crew of ex- Wall 
Street types are running a 
$100 billion fund that in the past 12 
months in the UK alone has bought 
Britain’s largest technology company 
— Arm — and last week invested 
more than $500 million in 
Improbable, in the process setting a 
new record for the largest second- 
round fundraising in the European 
technology sector. 

As investment research tells us, 
past performance is no guide to 
future returns and, in Mr Misra’s 
case, Softbank must hope that’s true, 
but the parallels are hard to escape. 
Yet again, the technologist-turned- 
banker-turned-technology banker is 
at the centre of what amounts to a 
large and potentially risky bet on 
future earnings streams. It is some 
relief that the money at stake is 
largely foreign, but with technology 
investment such a key part of the 
UK’s post-Brexit future it is not 
unreasonable to look a bit more 
closely at this vital industry. 

Indeed, the government might 
want to pay attention, too. After all, 
Mr Misra has been a big donor to the 
Conservative Party and is the former 
boss of Sajid Javid, the former 
Cabinet minister and himself a 
former Deutsche employee. 

Is bigger better? 

I n some circles this will be heresy, 
but what if big banks are actually 
better than small ones? This 
August will mark the tenth 
anniversary of the start of the sub- 
prime crisis, which morphed in the 
global financial crash that, along 
with hundreds of billions of 


taxpayers’ money, took with it the 
idea that big banks might be 
anything but thermonuclear 
landmines waiting to go off at the 
heart of the financial system. 

Into this debate last week waded 
Sanford Bernstein, the broker, whose 
analysts posed the question, “Does 
size matter?” Their answer, at least in 
America, is almost certainly yes, and 
generally for the better. 

In the past three decades US 
lenders with assets of more than 
$10 billion have grown elevenfold. 
And the bigger the banks have got, 
the more efficient they have become: 
a bank with assets of less than 
$500 million has an efficiency ratio 
of nearly 80 per cent, but grow the 
business to more than $10 billion and 
the ratio improves to 59 per cent (the 
lower the ratio, the more banks are 
earning from their assets than they 
are spending to run their businesses). 

Big banks are also more stable, as 
the bigger a bank gets the more 
diverse its business mix. A lender 
with assets of up to $10 billion makes 
no more than a fifth of its revenue 
from non-interest sources (and 
therefore is incredibly reliant on 
interest rates). However, once a bank 
is in the mega bracket, with assets of 
more than $100 billion, nearly half of 
its income will come from sources 
other than the interest on its lending 
book. The result: while banks with 
assets up to $100 billion have suffered 
61 per cent swings in their earnings, 
those above this level have 
experienced nearly half the volatility. 

Sanford Bernstein’s conclusions are 
not great for the challengers, namely 
that technology and the increased 
prevalence of mobile will benefit the 
bigger players. At least in the US, 
customer satisfaction figures for the 
larger banks has overtaken the 
smaller lenders in recent years 
largely because of their better digital 
services. For the UK authorities and 
their never-ending banking market 
investigations, the lesson might be 
that instead of concentrating on 
branch numbers, the big banks 
should provide more technical 
support to small banks to give them a 
better chance of competing. 

A fine mess 

L ast week the Financial 

Reporting Council issued the 
largest fine in its history. PWC 
paid £5 million to the watchdog over 
its woefully poor work auditing of 
Connaught in the year before the 
social housing maintenance business 
went bust in 2010. Also fined was 
Stephen Harrison, the senior 
statutory audit partner at PwC in 
Bristol who had led the firm’s work. 
Mr Harrison paid £150,000, one of 
the largest individual fines handed 
down by the FRC. And that was that, 
apparently. 

Mr Harrison was “severely 
reprimanded” a grade up from a 
standard “reprimand”, but is still free 
to practise as an accountant. Indeed, 
a brief Companies House search 
shows he is still working at six 
businesses in various capacities. 

This seems odd and begs the 
question, “What exactly do you have 
to do to get banned by the FRC?” 


harry.wilson@thetimes.co.uk 
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Who’s that 
coming over 
the hill? 

B ritain is to get its 
first direct flights 
to Rwanda when 
the country’s flag 
carrier begins services 
this month between 
Kigali and Gatwick 
(Robert Lea writes). 

Rwandair is hoping to 
take advantage of 
growing commercial 
links with Britain, 
especially among coffee 
producers and traders, to 
market Kigali as a 
regional hub for 
connecting flights and to 
encourage tourism. 
Rwanda is famous for its 
mountain gorillas, right 
but it also boasts safari 
favourites such as lions, 
elephants and buffalo. 

Initially Rwandair 
will fly three services a 
week between Gatwick 
and Kigali, with launch 
return fares starting 
at £372. 


DAVID YARROW/GETTY 



European businesses are turning 
their backs on British suppliers 


Marcus Leroux Trade Correspondent 

Almost half of European businesses 
with British suppliers are finding 
replacements elsewhere in the EU, 
according to research underlining the 
threat that Brexit poses to exports. 

The Chartered Institute of Procure- 
ment and Supply, after surveying more 
than 2,000 supply chain managers, said 
that its findings demonstrated that the 
“separation from Europe is already well 
under way”. 

Bosses are not waiting for the 
outcome of Article 50 talks before 
shielding their businesses from the 
potential impact of tariffs, customs pro- 
cedures and regulatory hurdles. 

The institute said that European 
businesses were more confident that 
they would be able to adjust to a hard 
Brexit by “reshoring” their supply 
chains within the single market. Forty- 
six per cent said that they expected a 
greater proportion of the supply chain 
to be outside Britain, with 28 per cent 
saying that they intended all of their 
supply chain to move to the Continent. 

On the other hand, 32 per cent of 



Nissan chose to build its new Qashqai 
in Sunderland only after assurances 


British businesses with suppliers in the 
bloc are looking for replacements with- 
in the UK. 

Britain’s exporting industry is highly 
dependent on importing intermediate 
goods, or components for other prod- 


ucts, from the European Union, accord- 
ing to OECD data. 

Britain imports intermediate goods 
worth the equivalent of 17.6 per cent, 
higher than most other big economies. 
Almost half of Britain’s trade in inter- 
mediate goods and imports are with the 
EU, according to a study by Alicia 
Garcia- Herrero and Jianwei Xu for the 
Bruegel think tank. 

Gerry Walsh, the institute’s chief 
executive, said: “Diplomats either side 
of the table have barely decided on their 
negotiating principles and already sup- 
ply chain managers are deep into their 
preparations for Brexit. Both European 
and British businesses will be ready to 
reroute their supply chains in 2019 if 
trade negotiations fail and are not 
wasting time to see what happens. 

“The separation of the UK from 
Europe is already well under way.” 

The threat posed by Brexit to inter- 
national supply chains was demon- 
strated by Nissan’s hesitance to invest 
in producing its new Qashqai cars at its 
plant in Sunderland. It committed to 
the investment after receiving assur- 
ances from the government that its 


competitiveness would not be damaged 
by Britain’s withdrawal. 

The British car industry, in parti- 
cular, is facing changes to its supply 
chain. The Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders calculates that on 
average 41 per cent of a car leaving a 
British factory is made up of compo- 
nents manufactured in the UK. 

Mr Walsh said that companies were 
being forced to renegotiate contracts 
because of the slump in sterling. 

“We have already seen high-profile 
disputes between British retailers and 
their suppliers as a result of currency 
fluctuations,” he said. “We now know 
that this pattern is being replicated 
across the UK and is likely to escalate. 

“The reshoring of British supply 
chains in advance of Brexit could 
provide an excellent opportunity for 
small businesses looking to win new 
contracts, but it also comes with signifi- 
cant challenges. 

“Brexit is likely to bring considerable 
costs for businesses in the UK and 
Europe. These costs are then going to 
be passed on to small suppliers and 
eventually consumers.” 


Unrest puts Greece’s latest bailout deal under pressure 


Anthee Carassava Athens 

Greece is braced for rolling protests and 
a national strike this week as unrest 
mounts before a parliamentary vote on 
further budget cuts demanded by its 
international creditors. 

A 662 -page bill, covering everything 
from labour reforms to new pension 
cuts and the sell-off of state assets, will 
be put to MPs on Thursday, probably 
securing approval days before Euro- 
pean finance ministers meet on May 22 
to decide whether to hand over about 
€7 billion in aid. 

Athens agreed to €4 billion in addi- 


tional cuts to unlock the next payment 
in its €86 billion bailout programme. It 
needs the money to avoid a default next 
month, when about €7 billion in bond 
payments come due. 

The left-wing government of Alexis 
Tsipras has a three-seat majority in 
parliament and ministers have been 
aggressively rallying MPs from his 
Syriza party to support the bill as a step 
towards gaining relief for Greece’s 
€315 billion debt, possibly by stretching 
out maturities, capping interest rates 
and postponing interest payments. 

Mr Tsipras has threatened to scrap 
the latest cash-for-austerity deal if 


lenders do not follow through with 
promises for a debt restructuring plan 
by the time they meet on May 22. 

European Union officials consider 
that prospect to be slim, pushing back 
the date to mid-June to allow for a com- 
promise between the International 
Monetary Fund, which wants to set 
down the specifics of a debt restructur- 
ing, and Germany, which wants to wait 
until after its elections and to settle the 
details at the end of the Greek bailout in 
summer 2018. 

Protests are mounting. From sailors 
to journalists, Greeks have planned 
rolling wildcat strikes that will culmi- 


nate in a nationwide walkout on 
Wednesday. The strike, organised by 
the two biggest unions, is expected to 
bring the country to a halt. 

Government officials hope that the 
country will be admitted to the 
European Central Bank’s huge bond- 
buying programme, allowing Greece to 
tap into the markets as early as July for 
the first time in three years. A first 
five-year bond offer that was issued in 
April 2014 exceeded expectations, 
oversubscribing by seven times and 
raising €3 billion. However, a follow-up 
issue three months later raised barely 
€1 billion. 


Building one 
more runway 
‘is not enough’ 


Martin Strydom 

Business leaders are lobbying the next 
government to build two more runways 
in southeast England and are demand- 
ing no repeat of the delays that dogged 
the expansion of Heathrow. 

The Institute of Directors is warning 
that capacity is running out at Gatwick 
and will have run out at Stansted before 
the third runway at Heathrow is com- 
pleted. 

“We need to step up a gear,” Dan Le- 
wis, its senior infrastructure adviser, 
said as the group released its election 
“manifesto”. 

Mr Lewis said that whoever won the 
election would face a serious challenge 
in upgrading the transport and com- 
munications network. “Years of daw- 
dling on new airport capacity has left 
the country lagging well behind Euro- 
pean competitors,” he said. “Expanding 
Heathrow is not enough. We need two 
further runways at southeast airports 
and better connections to the ones 
where there is spare capacity, particu- 
larly Stansted.” 

The decision to spend £17.6 billion on 
a third runway at Heathrow was taken 
last year, 47 years after it was first sug- 
gested. To stop this happening again 
the IoD believes that the Airports Com- 
mission, an independent body, should 
be given a year to report its findings. 

It also wants a push for ultrafast 
broadband. “Our members have identi- 
fied broadband as their No 1 infrastruc- 
ture issue and have made clear that 
with faster broadband, they would em- 
ploy more people, be more productive 
and profitable,” Mr Lewis said. 


GSK to expand 
healthcare in 
£8bn buyback 


Martin Strydom 

Glaxosmithkline is expected to push 
further into consumer healthcare as 
pressure for a break-up eases. 

The company is set to buy all of the 
over-the-counter healthcare business, 
which includes brands such as Senso- 
dyne and Panadol, that it part-owns 
with Novartis, of Switzerland. 

The two set up the division in 2014 in 
a $20 billion asset swap. Novartis has an 
option to sell its 36.5 per cent stake back 
to Glaxo next March for about £8 bil- 
lion and the British company has 
indicated that it would be interested, 
possibly allowing Novartis to finance a 
takeover. 

On Friday, Neil Woodford, who has 
been a big investor in Glaxo for 15 years, 
said that he had sold out of the com- 
pany because it had become a health- 
care conglomerate with a “sub-optimal 
business strategy” and shareholders 
risked a cut to the dividend. 

Mr Woodford, whose group manages 
£17.5 billion of assets, had been pressing 
Sir Andrew Witty, who stepped down 
as chief executive recently, to create 
more value for investors by spinning off 
the consumer division. Analysts regard 
the appointment of Emma Walmsley, 
who headed GSK consumer health- 
care, as chief executive of Glaxo as 
making it more likely that she would 
want full control of that business. 

Glaxo declined to comment. Group 
sales grew 6 per cent to £27.9 billion last 
year, with healthcare producing 26 per 
cent of revenues, pharmaceuticals 
58 per cent and vaccines 16 per cent. 



the times | Monday May 15 2017 2 gm 


41 


Paul Johnson 

There are pitfalls in both Tory and 
Labour plans for corporation tax 



Last week the 

£ f Labour Party set out 
plans to 

corporation tax as a 
way of funding 

additional spending on education. 
Corporate tax rates have been cut 
aggressively since 2010. School 
funding is being squeezed. A better- 
educated workforce would be good 
for economic growth. This looks like a 
win-win policy. 

Inevitably, the reality is more 
complex. On the school funding side, 
it matters how well any additional 
resources are spent, but we can all see 
that there are potential benefits. The 
effects of changes in corporation tax 
are much more opaque, but the scale 
of the increases suggested by Labour, 
and indeed the scale of cuts 
introduced since 2010, means that we 
cannot use that opacity as an excuse 
for careless thinking. It really does 
matter whether we have an effective 
and efficient corporate tax system. 

Let’s start with the scale of change 
proposed. The main rate of 
corporation tax is presently 19 per 
cent and is due to fall to 17 per cent 
over the next couple of years. Under a 
Labour government it would rise to 
26 per cent. That sounds, and is, a big 
increase, though it is important to 
remember that the main rate was 
28 per cent back in 2010. So it would 
by no means take us into uncharted 
territory. 

The immediate effect of such an 
increase might be to increase 
revenues by nearly £20 billion a year. 
That’s a lot, nearly 1 per cent of 
national income. It would represent 
one of the biggest single tax increases 
in decades. And despite the fact that 
it would not quite be returning the 
main rate to its 2010 level, it would 
still leave the level of corporation 
tax higher for some companies 
than it was back then. That’s 
because alongside the big cuts in 
the headline rate introduced over 
the past few years, there have been 
a number of other changes that 
have increased revenues. 

Labour quite rightly points out 
that the UK’s headline rate at the 
moment is way below that in any 
other G7 country and is one of the 
lowest in the OECD. Even raising it to 

Labour set out plans to raise 
corporation tax to fund extra 
spending on education 


26 per cent would leave it, just, below 
other G7 rates. Yet the headline rate is 
not the only thing that matters. The 
British system is rather less generous 
in the way it treats investment: we 
allow a smaller share of capital 
expenditure to be deducted from 
profits. Raising the headline rate to 
26 per cent, whilst changing nothing 
else, would make the UK a less 
attractive place to invest. 

There, perhaps, lies the biggest risk. 
Corporation tax changes companies’ 
behaviour. High rates discourage 
investment, especially in a system like 
ours where allowances for investment 
are not terribly generous. This could 
mean domestic companies investing 
less. 

Perhaps more important would be 
the effect on foreign direct 
investment. Of course other things 
matter in determining whether and 
where companies invest. Corporation 
tax is neither the only nor the most 
important determinant of such 
choices. But it is a determinant. 

Lower rates of investment, and 
particularly lower rates of foreign 
direct investment, are bad for 
productivity in the long run. Lower 
investment and productivity translate 
into fewer jobs and lower wages. 
These are among the reasons why the 
OECD worries that corporation taxes 
are among the most economically 
damaging taxes around. 

That’s also why a government 
introducing a big increase in the rate 
of corporation tax would be foolish to 
bank on it providing a long-term 
boost to revenues as big as the boost 
it might provide in the short term. 
Lower investment and, yes, more 
determined efforts at avoidance 


FOR THE MANY] 

NOT THE FEW 



would see to that. The wider 
environment matters, too. There 
seems little doubt that Brexit will 
reduce the UK’s attractiveness as a 
place to invest and do business, unless 
we have a very clear strategy to 
improve the business environment 
and actively attract investment. That 
is not a call for an Irish rate of 
corporation tax, but it does require a 
joined-up view of the role of the tax 
system alongside all the other things 
that make for an attractive 
destination for investment — high 
skills, good infrastructure, easy 
trading relationships and so on. A 
better-skilled workforce and better 
infrastructure may be able to offset 
the detrimental effects that come 
with increasing corporate tax rates. 
But it takes time, a long time, to 
upgrade skills and infrastructure. 
Raising corporation tax before these 
benefits are visible looks risky. 

That is not to say there is nothing 
we should be doing either to raise 
taxes in general or to change 
corporation tax, in particular. There is 
a case for measures to narrow the 
corporate tax base such that 
investment is not disincentivised. 

That might be a better use of 
revenues than the Conservative plan 
to continue cutting the rate. Even 
without reform, the case for the 
further planned cuts to the headline 
rate may not be all that strong given 
all the other calls on the public purse. 

What we really need, as ever, is an 
honest debate about tax. There can be 
little doubt that one of the great 
attractions of raising corporation tax is 
that it looks like it is paid not by you 
and I but by faceless corporations. Of 
course, it isn’t. Tax has to be paid by 
people — by the employees, customers 
or shareholders of these faceless 
\ corporations, including all of us who 
are indirectly shareholders 
- through our private pensions. I’m 
P afraid I don’t know, nobody 
knows, quite who would end up 
1 bearing the cost of a big increase 
\ in corporation tax. That’s why it 
I can look so attractive to some 
\ politicians, and 
perhaps rather 
less so to those of us 
who prefer a degree 
of transparency. 


dive to some 


Paul Johnson is director of the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies. 

Follow him on @PJTheEconomist 
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Oliver Kamm 

The simple truths about 
economic regeneration 
that politicians ignore 


L iving standards are being 
squeezed all over again. 
That’s the dispiriting 
implication of the Bank of 
England’s new Inflation 
Report. The Bank projects that 
average weekly earnings will rise by 
2 per cent in 2017, while inflation will 
edge up to 2.8 per cent. In short, real 
incomes are falling. Amid claims and 
counter-claims in the general 
election campaign, this is how most 
people experience austerity. 
Unfortunately, the main parties are 
proposing things that are likely to 
intensify the problem. 

Why are real incomes falling? It’s 
not an aberration. Average real 
wages have fallen by about 10 per 
cent since the onset of the financial 
crisis a decade ago. Essentially, the 
problem is poor productivity growth. 
If there’s one achievement that 



George Osborne and Philip 
Hammond, successive chancellors, 
have to their credit, it’s jobs. The 
employment rate stands at 74.6 per 
cent, the joint-highest figure since 
comparable records began in 1971. 
That ought to have translated into 
strong GDP growth and rising real 
incomes, but it hasn’t. 

Labour productivity as measured 
by output per hour grew by 0.4 per 
cent in the last quarter of 2016 (the 
most recent figure), but the long- 
term picture is terrible. Productivity 
in the fourth quarter of 2016 was 
only 1.1 per cent higher than in the 
first quarter of 2008, immediately 
before the economic downturn. Even 
a quarterly growth rate of 0.4 per 
cent is below the average from 1994 
to 2007, just before the banking 
collapse. 

This is why households are feeling 
the pinch. Granted, GDP growth has 
been respectable recently by the 
standards of other advanced 
economies and it held up well in the 
wake of the Brexit vote last June. But 
momentum has been slowing, with 


growth of a mere 0.3 per cent in the 
last quarter, and real earnings 
growth was supported between 2014 
and 2016 only because of near-zero 
inflation. Now real earnings are 
falling, as a sharp depreciation of 
sterling feeds through into inflation. 
The only way of securing sustainable 
increases in real wages will be by 
higher productivity. 

This matters more than almost 
anything in present economic 
debate. There is no postwar 
precedent for this prolonged squeeze 
on real incomes. You’d think the 
main parties would obsessively 
address the problem, yet the Tories 
seem intent on a hard Brexit, exiting 
the single market, which is likely to 
have the effect of deterring 
corporate investment, including in 
productivity-enhancing technology. 
Labour, meanwhile, sees a huge 
(and, in the long term, mythical) 
source of potential revenues by 
raising corporate tax rates. That, too, 
will have long-run costs. Companies 
are likely to respond by holding 
down wage increases and deferring 
their investment programmes. That 
will compound the problem of weak 
growth in both earnings and 
productivity. Living standards will 
suffer. 

The biggest policy questions facing 
Britain are not big issues of demand 
management. Monetary policy 
remains highly stimulative and the 
budget deficit (at 2.6 per cent of 
GDP last year) is perfectly 
manageable. But the supply-side of 
the economy needs reform. These 
are long-term requirements, not 
short-term palliatives, notably 
greater investment in infrastructure 
and in skills and lifelong learning. 
The planning system is a notorious 
obstacle to building new and 
affordable housing. The system of 
corporate governance needs shaking 
up, to eliminate perverse incentives 
for company managements to pursue 
short-term shareholder returns at 
the expense of sustainable growth. 

These may not be spectacular 
causes, but they are practical ways of 
addressing Britain’s stubborn 
economic weaknesses. The more 
dogmatic schemes being vented in 
the election campaign will do the 
opposite. 

Oliver Kamm is a Times leader writer 
and columnist Twitter @OliverKamm 
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British investors join 
global rush to give 
new firms kick-start 


Alexandra Frean 

A series of investments have put the 
spotlight on a growing British-based 
challenge to the American giants of the 
venture capital industry. 

A stable of investors led by M&C 
Saatchi and Unilever have placed their 
bets in a game dominated by the likes of 
Google Ventures and Intel Capital, 
driven by the lure of financial rewards, 
access to new ideas and talent and, in 
some cases, a realisation that in-house 
research and development, though 
good at working on existing product 
lines, is less adept at identifying radical 
new products and services. 

Unilever Ventures, the consumer 
goods group’s investment division, 
sealed a deal on Thursday with Sun 
Basket, an American meal delivery 
company, as lead investor in a $9.2 mil- 
lion funding round. It has also just 
invested £3.5 million in Blow, a British 
start-up that provides beauty services 
in people’s homes, and is lead investor 
in yet another recent financing round, 
this time for Nutrafol, an American 
“nutraceutical” supplement for hair 
loss. 

Its activity is merely a continuation 
of corporate venture capital deals in the 
UK that increased by 35 per cent last 
year, according to CB Insights, the in- 


vestment data service. Saatchinvest, 
created by the advertising agency 
M&C Saatchi four years ago, was listed 
as the most active player. 

David Kershaw, chief executive of 
M&C Saatchi, said that his company 
had set up Saatchinvest, which focuses 
on seed and early stage investments 
and commits £1 million to £2 million a 
year, because it recognised that it had a 
lot to learn from technology entre- 
preneurs. 

Yet although the value of its invest- 
ments has risen by 150 per cent in four 
years, it sees this as less important than 
the lessons to be learnt from the obses- 
sive and dedicated young founders it is 
backing. Alex Dunsdon, Saatchinvest’s 
entrepreneur and investment director, 
said: “We teach them how to scale and 
we learn from them what technology 
we should be building.” 

Saatchinvest has in- 
vested in 13 start- 
ups, including 
Mrs Wordsmith, 
a subscription- 
based service 
aiming to im- 
prove children’s 
vocabulary using 
pictures created by 
artists such as Craig 
Kellman, the talent 




m 


Mrs Wordsmith uses Hotel Transylvania’s artist to boost vocabulary 


behind the films Mada- 
gascar and Hotel Transyl- 
vania. 

Another is Fare- 
will, a subscription 
will- writing ser- 

vice. Dan Garrett, 
its chief executive, said 
that he had benefited 
hugely from talking to 
Jeremy Sinclair, chair- 
man of M&C Saatchi 


and one of the nation’s leading advertis- 
ing creatives: “We are trying to build 
the first brand around death. We got to 
speak to Jeremy and he helped us come 
up with the tagline ‘dead simple’. We 
couldn’t have done that on our own.” 

The pace of such investing is showing 
no signs of slowing down. Globally the 
number of new corporate venture capi- 
tal firms making first-time investments 
reached record levels in 2016, with 107 
new units becoming active. 


Small lender 
turns profit 
after revamp 


Katherine Griffiths Banking Editor 

Hampshire Trust Bank has unveiled a 
profit two years after its transformation 
as a challenger bank. 

The number of deposits and loans at 
the small business lender rose last year 
despite uncertainties caused by tough 
market conditions, including rising 
inflation. Lending reached £500 mil- 
lion in the first quarter of this year. 

The bank, which was founded in 1977, 
made a £4.4 million profit in 2016, 
compared with a £3.1 million loss the 
previous year. It was acquired by a new 
management team backed by Alchemy, 
the private equity firm, in 2014, when it 
was relaunched. 

Mark Sismey-Durrant, chief exec- 
utive, said that the bank had “grown 
very nicely” and added: “We are still 
pretty optimistic [about the future], 
with some caution.” 

The reasons for his wariness were the 
general election and the effect of 
Brexit, he said. “Markets don’t like 
uncertainty. The general election 
might give a clearer way forward.” 

Lending at the bank, which has no 
branches but boasts a team of advisers 
who travel to customers, increased last 
year by 161 per cent to £463.5 million, 
while deposits were up by 180 per cent 
to £523.3 million. 

The lender has more than 16,000 
customers, more than double the num- 
ber at the end of 2015. 
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Retailer is angling for stock market float 


Will Humphries 

For once, the prospect of the City’s 
finest smelling something fishy in a 
stock market flotation is exactly what 
the soon-to-be-public company is 
hoping for. 

Angling Direct is casting its line into 
the junior Alternative Investment 
Market with the aim of cashing in on 
the growing popularity of fishing. 

Britain’s biggest angling equipment 
retailer wants to hook £8 million of new 
investment to fund its expansion. It has 
15 large stores and an online business 
that accounted for almost half of its 
£21 million revenue last year. 

Darren Bailey, chief executive of the 


the reel, rod and tackle supplier, said 
that more people were taking up the 
sport as it gained a greater presence on 
television, with programmes such as 
Extreme Fishing with Robson Green on 
Channel 5. “We weren’t seeing angling 
on prime time TV five years ago, but 
now it’s there on Sky and the BBC,” he 
said. 

Angling is the sixth most popular 
sport in the UK, with more than four 
million people taking to boats, river- 
banks and lakesides each year. Carp 
fishing is its largest and fastest-growing 
segment and it is where Angling Direct 
pulls in 65 per cent of its revenue. 

“The attraction of carp fishing is its 
instant gratification of a larger fish. It’s 


how lots of people are introduced to 
the sport,” Mr Bailey said. “Carp fish- 
ing is rods and reels, but carp anglers 
also like to go out and camp for a 
weekend, with beds, chairs, rod 
pods and bait boats. There 
are a huge amount of 
products out 
there and we 
hold 22,000.” 

Mr Bailey jjjk 
said 
the 



Aim listing was a vehicle to cast the 
company’s bricks and mortar net 
wider, to provide a fishing tutor in 
every store and to improve online 
retail and social media offerings. 

The company, which 
has appointed Cen- 
kos as its nomad 
r and broker, will be 
opening three more 
superstores in the 
West Midlands in the 
[ summer. 

The British fishing 
tackle market is estimated 

Robson Green has made 
the sport more popular 



Barcelona 
joins the 
chilled-out 
beach club 


I t is the Ibiza beach 
bar whose chillout 
music became the 
soundtrack for the 
Nineties generation 
(Graham Keeley 
writes). Now Cafe del 
Mar is a global brand 
that is about to open its 


biggest club in 
Barcelona. 

The seafront site will 
have a disco, 
restaurant, cocktail 
bar and swimming 
pool spread over four 
levels. Aimed at 
middle-class clubbers 


with money to spend, 
Cafe del Mar 
Barcelona hopes to 
attract what investors 
call the “sunset crowd”, 
who enjoy a cocktail 
and a meal before 
heading to the disco. 

“We are going to 


reproduce the Ibiza 
concept with the idea 
to focus on higher-end 
tourists” said Ignacio 
Soler, of Glover 
Meridien Centre, 
which has the licence 
to open the Barcelona 
club. He estimated that 


about 70 per cent of 
clubbers would be 
British and from other 
foreign countries. 
Investors hope that the 
new venue will rival 
similar luxury clubs in 
Puerto Banus, near 
Marbella. 


to be worth £570 million per year, but it 
is highly fragmented, with 2,300 small 
retailers. 

Angling Direct was founded in 1996 
by Martyn Page, its chairman, and 
William Hill, who resigned recently. 
From the first small tackle shop in 
Norfolk, it has bought out nearby tackle 
shops and expanded the business. In 
2005 all its corner shop-style stores 
were sold to create a 15,000 sq ft 
superstore in Norfolk. There are now 
15 such stores across Suffolk, Kent, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Sheffield and 
Birmingham. 

The company recorded ebitda earn- 
ings of £1 million last year, up from 
£650,000 in 2014 and £600,000 in 2015. 


Express now 
means pizza 
in fast lane 


Dominic Walsh 

Half a century after Peter Boizot was 
inspired by a trip to Italy to open his first 
Pizza Express restaurant in Soho, the 
chain is to make its debut at a motorway 
service station. 

The group, owned since 2014 by 
Hony Capital, a Chinese investment 
firm, will reveal its plans today to open 
a 100-seat restaurant at the Welcome 
Break services on the M40 near 
Oxford. The new restaurant, due to 
open in September, will become Pizza 
Express’s only franchise in the UK. 

Rod McKie, Welcome Break’s chief 
executive, said that the company would 
include a second Pizza Express at Fleet 
services on the M3 in Hampshire, 
which is being rebuilt after a fire in 
December. “We think there are 
opportunities to do anywhere from ten 
to eighteen sites across our estate of 
twenty-seven sites,” he said, “but if it 
starts taking off we’ll look to have 
another conversation with Pizza 
Express and possibly do a lot more.” 

Most of Welcome Break’s franchises 
are quick-service brands such as Sub- 
way, KFC, Burger King and Starbucks, 
although it does have an Ed’s Easy 
Diner at South Mimms on the M25. 

Mr McKie said that the introduction 
of Pizza Express was part of the “mas- 
sive evolution” of motorway services in 
recent years. “More and more people 
want a sit-down experience and spend a 
little bit more time and spend a little bit 
more money on the site,” he said. 


Mango farmers demand just desserts 


Website calls for delay in 
laws against lottery bets 


Hugh Tomlinson Delhi 

They have been sent as gifts to soothe 
tensions between feuding nuclear 
powers and were exchanged between 
parting lovers at the twilight of the 
British Raj, but India’s trade of 
mangoes, which once ranked alongside 
tea as the pride of its agriculture, is in 
the doldrums. 

India is still the world’s largest mango 
producer, but exports have nosedived 
in recent years. New entrants to the 
market and a failure by successive 
governments to invest in infrastructure 
have left farmers struggling to compete 
on a global stage. 

Mango exports fell by 25 per cent in 
2015 and another 15 per cent last year to 
36,000 tonnes, though export revenues 
remained flat at close to $50 million. 

Countries such as Mexico and Brazil 


have seized greater shares of the 
American and European markets, 
while producers in Africa have moved 
in on the lucrative trade to the Gulf 
states. The United Arab Emirates 
accounts for 50 per cent of Indian 
mango exports by volume, but that 
figure is now being threatened. 

Producers complain that their ability 
to compete with foreign growers has 
been hampered by years of under- 
investment at ports and airports, poor 
customs facilities and high logistical 
costs. To protect retailers, the govern- 
ment has refused offers by western 
supermarket chains to invest in rail and 
air freight in return for entry to the 
Indian market. Delhi has failed to 
compensate by making that investment 
itself, however. 

“Mango exports have fallen because 
of the lack of domestic infrastructure 


and assistance to the farmers,” Insram 
Ali, president of the Mango Grower 
Association of India, said. “We have 
written to the government to give us a 
subsidised rate for the air freight. 

“If we are given proper infrastructure 
and our demands are met, we can com- 
pete with anyone in the international 
market.” 

Structural problems have been 
compounded by successive years of 
poor weather that have damaged the 
mango crop. Weak monsoons in 2014 
and 2015 were offset by unseasonal 
downpours and even hail storms that 
have wrecked agriculture in parts of the 
country. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the large northern 
state that is one of India’s main mango - 
producing regions, a spate of dust 
storms through the spring has blighted 
this year’s crop. 


Dominic Walsh 

A gambling company that allows 
punters to bet on the EuroMillions 
draw has responded to claims that it is 
exploiting a legal loophole to take 
money away from good causes. 

Lottoland, fronted by the broad- 
caster Chris Tarrant, claimed that 
British sales of EuroMillions tickets had 
been unaffected since it started offering 
bets on the draw in September 2015 at 
£2. Draw tickets cost £2.50. 

The Gambling Act prohibits betting 
on National Lottery games, but web- 
sites such as Lottoland get round the 
law by offering Britons bets on Euro- 
Millions in other countries, such as 
Spain, even though the draw is the 


same in every country. Camelot has 
blamed “often aggressive competition” 
from “bet-on-lottery” operators for 
falling sales of EuroMillions tickets, 
claiming that they operate “a parasite 
model”. The government moved to 
close the loophole in March. 

Tracey Crouch, the minister respon- 
sible for gambling, said: “We want to 
ensure that money going to good 
causes is protected and there is no con- 
fusion around the EuroMillions draw.” 

The deadline for submissions to a 
consultation passed last week. Nigel 
Birrell, chief executive of Lottoland, 
said: “The evidence we’ve submitted 
proves we do not take customers away 
from Camelot.” He called for a two- 
year review before any legal changes. 



44 


2 gm Monday May 15 2017 1 the times 


Business Working Life 


Early birds sing with one voice 
in market about to take wing 


The advance of the 
drones is a chance 
for British companies 
to shine, reports 

Josephine Moulds 


W hen James Harrison 
was a frontline 
commander in Iraq, 
he used three 
different maps to 

navigate in and around Baghdad: an 
Ordnance Survey map from 1971; a 
satellite map that was a mere 18 
months out of date; and one stitched 


together from images taken by a 
drone that morning. 

“One told me where the hills were 
that definitely don’t move; another 
one told me where the buildings 
should be; and the third one showed 
me if people had been setting up fake 
road blocks or where you were going 
to get potentially stuck.” This gave Mr 
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Harrison, 35, and Chris Blackford, 36, 
a fellow officer, the idea for a 
company that could use drones for a 
more prosaic application: to carry out 
industrial inspections. 

At the time, publically available 
drones were not up to the task, so the 
pair patiently waited for the 
technology to improve. They 
eventually launched Sky Futures in 
2011. 


It is one of nearly 2,500 companies 
licensed by the Civil Aviation 
Authority to operate drones, or 
unmanned aerial vehicles, 
commercially. It is a modest but 
rapidly growing market made up 
primarily of small and medium-sized 
businesses. As well as industrial 
inspection, drones are being used to 
monitor crop growth and insect 
infestations, for land-surveying, 
filming, photography, security and 
some early attempts at delivery. Sky 
Futures is also working with the 
emergency services, which use drones 
to search for missing persons, or to 
put out chemical fires. 

Mr Blackford believes that 
eventually drones will be as cheap as 
laptops and commonplace in any 
industry that needs to collect data, 
from engineering to insurance. 

“At some point, like every engineer 
has a laptop, every engineer will have 
access to a drone, whether it’s 
strapped to their belt or a drone in a 
box that sits on an oil platform or at a 
wind farm or by the base of a mobile 
phone tower, and then just pops up 
and collects data, drops back into its 
little box, charges itself and pumps 
the data up to the cloud.” 

Last year, PWC estimated that the 
global market for commercial 
applications of drone technology was 
worth $2 billion and will balloon to as 
much as $127 billion by 2020. Given 
the scale of the opportunity, the UK 
government wants Britain to be a 
world-beater in drone technology, by 
creating the right environment for 
drone start-ups and attracting the 
best of the overseas talent with light 
regulation. 

With drone near-misses 
with recreational and commercial 
aircraft on the rise, this enthusiasm 
for drumming up trade is clashing 
with calls for greater regulation and 
restrictions on ownership. 

Yoge Patel, 55, chief executive of 
Blue Bear Systems Research, which 
designs and makes drones in 
Bedfordshire, fears that restrictions 
on companies’ ability to experiment 
will result in poorly conceived 
regulation. “Regulation will l 
come about as a result of 
experiments and trials. If you start 
with regulation pushed out there 
without understanding the industry 
sector in which it is going to be 
applied, you will end up with 
something unrealistic; it ends 
up being a barrier rather than 
an enabler.” 

This is the kind of 
fledgeling industry the 
government is particularly 
keen to promote as it draws 
on a large supply chain of 
often British engineering 
companies. Blue Bear says 
that 95 per cent of the 
parts for its drones come 
from UK suppliers. “More 
often than not, we’ll reach 
engineering firms that are 
within a 35-mile radius,” Dr 



V ' 



Yoge Patel, chief executive of Blue 

Patel said. “We have a really big 
supply chain, hundreds of people that 
we have signed up to supply things to 
us, be it nuts and bolts, or bespoke 
parts made to our design.” 

While the regulatory environment 
remains permissive, Mr Harrison 
believes that the Civil Aviation 
Authority has struggled to keep up 
with the growth in the industry. Sky 
Futures recently flew a drone 
alongside a helicopter in the United 
States to prove that the two can 

operate safely in the same 
airspace. It had put a 
safety case to the CAA in 
Britain months previously but had 
not received the permission, so 
applied to the American 
authorities, which responded 
much more quickly. 

Sky Futures started by working 
in offshore oil and gas. Mr 
Harrison says he simply searched 
“industrial inspection” online, 
when deciding which sectors to 
focus on. “One of the first images 
that came up was a guy hanging 
off a rope above the sea and I 
thought, That’s crazy’.” 

The drones, which typically 
measure a metre by a metre and a 
half in size, can fly for about 15 
minutes before needing to 
change batteries. Being 
unmanned, they can undertake 
much more dangerous jobs than 
workers, such as inspecting live 
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Bear Systems Research, is concerned that ill-thought-out regulations could clip the wings of the drone industry, which is both fast-growing and full of potential 


Companies 
cut back on 
foreign trade 
in face of 
rising costs 


James Hurley Enterprise Editor 

Small and medium-sized businesses 
are “pulling back” from international 
trade as they struggle with higher 
import costs and lower profit margins. 

An analysis of currency transactions 
has found that smaller companies 
transferred 17 per cent less on average 
in the first three months of this year 
compared with the end of 2016, 
according to World First’s global trade 
barometer. 

The research highlighted a “sig- 
nificant slowdown in international 
trading”, the foreign exchange com- 
pany said, with the proportion of small 
businesses not making any currency 
transaction over the first quarter jump- 
ing by 28 per cent from the previous 
three months. 

A drop in trading confidence was 
compounded by currency volatility, 
World First said, with almost one third 
of companies complaining that they 
had been hurt by exchange rate 
movements over the period. One in five 
companies were worried about rising 
inflation and the same proportion were 
concerned that consumer spending 
may weaken. 

Jeremy Cook, chief economist at 
World First, said that the drop in 
international trade may be a sign of 
declining confidence. “Higher costs of 
importing materials and squeezed 
margins are seeing businesses pull back 
from international trade,” he said. 
“While fewer transactions of less value 


28 % 

Increase in companies not making any 
currency transaction over first quarter 


Rural Africa, rather than the world’s inner cities, may offer the most fertile ground to grow 



Amazon chose to introduce its drone deliveries in Britain 


Last year, Amazon made its 
first delivery by drone, 
dropping off a television 
streaming stick and bag of 
popcorn into the garden of 
a customer in Cambridge 
(Josephine Moulds writes). 

The ecommerce group 
chose Britain instead of the 
United States, its home 
market, after it won 
approval from the 
government to lift flying 
restrictions. 

The trial was a symbolic 
first step to realising the 
vision of Jeff Bezos, the 
Amazon founder, of making 
regular home deliveries via 
an enormous fleet of 
drones. Much smaller 
companies share his dream. 
Bizzby, a British start-up 
that helps customers to find 
plumbers, handymen, and 
other services, is doing its 
own experiments in drone 
delivery. 

Rohan Sinclair Luvaglio, 
35, its founder, says: “Our 
app is all about getting 
what you need fast, so it 
was a natural progression 
for us to move into a faster 


way to get what you need 
from A to B.” 

Last year it demonstrated 
Bizzby Sky, which would 


enable users to send items 
weighing less than 500g to 
a designated location. Mr 
Luvaglio says that the 


service cannot yet be 
launched commercially 
because laws are not in 
place allowing drones to be 
flown above congested 
areas: “You’re not going to 
find drones flying across 
London any time soon 
because if they fall out of 
the sky, they are going to 
knock someone on the 
head and probably kill 
them.” He remains 
optimistic, though, that the 
necessary laws will be 
developed in “the next year 
or two”. 

Others are not convinced. 
Chris Blackford, at Sky 
Futures, says: “One thing I 
think won’t really happen is 
delivery.” There is not the 
infrastructure to support 
the sheer quantity of 
drones required to make a 
delivery service work in the 
UK. He says that it makes 
more sense in rural Africa, 
where drones can be used 
to deliver medical supplies. 
“That is incredibly powerful. 
Suddenly villages have 
access to a whole new 
world of medicine.” 


flares on oil and gas platforms. 

According to Mr Harrison, 
companies can save $7 million a day if 
they can avoid shutting down an 
offshore oil rig, “so it’s a pretty 
obvious thing to target first”. 

It is mainly small drones that are 
being used commercially. Dr Patel 
said that “the industry wants to learn 
and make mistakes with small UAVs”, 
which is why small and medium-sized 
companies are at the forefront of the 
non-military side of the industry, as 
small drones are “not a tenable 
business case” for many of the large 
aerospace companies. 

Smaller companies can also 
respond quicker to changes in 
technology. “This is an industry 
where you need to be able to embrace 
new technology, be it in sensors or 
materials, very quickly and embody 
them into a next generation design.” 
Blue Bear can develop a flying 
prototype in four weeks, or a finished 
product in six months. “That is not a 
timeline against which prime 
[aerospace companies] can move; 
their process and procedures will not 
allow that.” 

There are disadvantages to being a 
pioneer, Dr Patel added. “In an 
emergent sector, you have to have a 
lot of patience for the world to 
understand what your product can 
deliver and then want it. The world is 
littered with first-movers that haven’t 
quite made it. 


might be less risky for businesses, it 
could have a negative impact for the 
UK economy going forward.” 

The findings provide a contrast to 
several other business confidence 
surveys, which have suggested that 
sentiment among smaller employers 
has been relatively buoyant since the 
Brexit vote. In these, exporters, espe- 
cially small manufacturers, have re- 
ported sales have been boosted by 
weakness in the pound making their 
goods cheaper overseas. 

However, World First’s survey of 1,114 
companies suggested a decline in the 
proportion of small businesses plan- 
ning to export in the coming months. 

A separate study by GS1 UK, a trade 
organisation, found that businesses 
wanted the government to support 
smaller companies with export financ- 
ing to help them to grow overseas after 
Brexit. The survey of more than 1,000 
businesses also found that 74 per cent 
wanted the next government to focus 
on securing barrier-free trade with the 
European Union in the exit negotia- 
tions. Only 6 per cent supported priori- 
tising restrictions on free movement of 
people in the talks. 

Two thirds of businesses called for 
urgent upgrades to Britain’s transport 
infrastructure to support trade, while 
87 per cent of companies said that the 
government needed to do more to 
explain the benefits of free trade to the 
public amid fears of protectionism 
growing in popularity. 
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- 

2% 

2.2 

-10.8 

1,510.13 

Caledonia Inv 

2770 

+ 

30 

1.9 

-18.1 

28.75 

Candover 

132% 

+ 

1 


-17.6 

42.87 

Charter European 

194 

- 

3% 

2.0 

-1.3 

183.32 

City Merch Hi Yldf 

196% 

+ 

% 

5.0 

2.0 

1,452.60 

City of Lon ITT 

429% 

+ 

6% 

3.8 

1.8 

241.98 

Crystal Amber Fd* 

246 

+ 

1% 

2.0 

-1.7 

72.21 

Dunedin Entpf 

347% 

- 

2 

5.0 

-28.6 

1,497.24 

Edinburgh ITT 

765% 

+ 

7% 

3.2 

-1.1 

280.30 

Edin Wwide 

568% 

+ 

10% 


-9.6 

1,048.57 

Electra Pte Eq 

2740 

+ 

85 


-2.6 

136.86 

EP Global Oppt 

294% 

+ 

% 

1.4 

-4.3 

418.85 

European Asset 

1258 

+ 

25% 

0.2 

-0.4 

382.26 

European Investment 

: 910% 

+ 

27% 

1.7 

-8.2 

312.12 

F&C Cap&lnc 

316% 

+ 

4% 

3.3 

1.3 

1,164.68 

F&C Comm Prop* 

146 

- 

1% 

4.1 

9.3 

743.08 

F&C Glbl Smaller 

1300 

+ 

6 

0.9 

1.9 

3,154.54 

Foreign & Col 

579 

+ 

6 

1.7 

-6.5 

256.02 

F&C Priv Eq Ord 

353 

+ 

3% 


2.9 

125.63 

F&C UK HIT A 

105% 

+ 

1% 

4.6 

-5.6 

124.03 

F&C UK HIT B 

105% 

+ 

2 


-5.6 

133.34 

F&C UK HIT UNIT 

418 

+ 

11% 

3.3 

-6.6 

247.93 

F&C UK Real Estate 

102% 

- 

1 

4.8 

6.5 

269.63 

Fidlty Asian Val 

400 

+ 

4 

1.1 

0.2 

1,095.55 

Fidelity China Sp 

198% 

+ 

6% 

0.9 

-11.9 

882.71 

Fidlty Euro Valt 

212% 

- 

% 

1.9 

-7.5 

150.52 

Fidlty Jap Val 

112% 

+ 

4% 


-13.2 

659.59 

Fidlty Spec Val 

249 

+ 

6% 

1.4 

-0.6 

1,103.62 

Fins Gwth & Inc 

720 

+ 

8 

1.8 

0.4 

941.03 

GCP Infrastructure 

128 

- 

% 

5.9 

14.9 

875.91 

Gen Emer Mkts 

649 

+ 

16% 


-12.8 

19.38 

Gldn Prosp Prc Mtl 
Greencoat UK 

34% 


% 


-13.6 

16.65 

Gresham House* 

317% 

+ 

2% 

0.7 

-29.9 

222.90 

Hansa Tstf 

935 

+ 

50 

1.7 

-28.9 

214.20 

Hansa Tst A 

907% 

+ 

37% 

1.7 

-31.0 

1,023.83 

Hbrvest Glbl Pt Eq 

1303 

+ 

47 


-8.8 

278.50 

Hend Euro Foe 

1360 

+ 

25 

1.9 

2.9 

218.29 

Hend High Inc 

195% 

+ 

1% 

4.7 

1.9 

562.13 

Hend Smlr 

750 

+ 

10 

2.1 

-15.9 

105.98 

Henderson Value 

274% 



1.4 

-15.2 

705.29 

Herald 

988% 

+ 

23% 


-18.2 

566.97 

HgCapital Trust* 

1523 



3.0 

-6.5 

2,796.88 

HICL Infra 

172 

+ 

2% 

4.4 

16.0 

208.55 

Highbridge Multi 

210% 

+ 

1% 


-1.4 

39.81 

Highbridge Multi 

102% 

+ 

% 


-4.5 

516.46 

ICG Ent Tr 

744% 

+ 

4% 

2.6 

-12.7 

414.25 

Impax Env Mkts* 

230 

+ 

2 

0.8 

-11.3 

223.28 

IVC0 AsTr 

268% 

+ 

6% 

1.3 

-9.3 

177.56 

IVC0 Inc 

303% 

+ 

5% 

3.4 

-8.9 

9.30 

IPST Bal 

132 

- 

% 


-0.4 

63.53 

IPST Gbl Eq* 

194% 

+ 

1% 

3.2 

-2.5 

5.27 

IPST Managed 

101% 

+ 

% 


-1.6 

72.12 

IPST UK Eq* 

189% 

+ 

2% 

3.2 

-1.8 

117.12 

Invesco Per End Inc 

79% 

+ 

% 

6.3 

4.2 


Mktcap Price Wkly 

(million) Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E 


590.59 

EFG-Hermes Hldg 

14.26 

Ell-1* 

41.06 

El Oro 

2.79 

Energiser Inv* 

81.99 

EPE Special Opps* 

1,103.39 

Esuret 

6.31 

Fairpoint* 

246.02 

FBD 

4.23 

Fiske* 

48.50 

Frenkel Topping** 

57.73 

GLI Finance* 

31.25 

Gresh Hse Strat* 

104.59 

H&T Group** 

123.01 

Hansard Global 

6,830.19 

Hargreaves L 

1,989.40 

Hastings Gp* 

24.46 

Helios Under* 

2,723.21 

Henderson Gp* 

1.49 

Highway Capital# 

3,451.70 

Hiscox* 

135,954.48 

HSBC 

2,027.57 

IG Group 

125.51 

Impax* 

2,350.38 

Intermediate Cap 

392.81 

IPF* 

2,159.92 

Inti Public Pntshpt 

3,860.50 

Investec 

16.15 

Investment Co* 

808.27 

IP Group 

0.17 

IRF Euro Fin Inv 

2,468.56 

Jardine Lyd Th 

51.04 

Jarvis Securities* 

1,225.92 

JRP Group* 

2,247.76 

Jupiter Fund Mgmt 

1,353.50 

Lancashire Hdgs 

44.31 

Leaf Clean Energy* 

10.53 

Leeds Group* 

15,203.78 

Legal & Gen* 

5.54 

Legendary Invs* 

1,785.52 

Liberty Group 

226.42 

Liontrust 

78.88 

Livermore Invs* 

49,104.01 

Lloyds Bkg Gp* 

42.07 

LMS Capital 

12.33 

Lon Capital Grp* 


205% + 5 ... 8.6 

22 

65 ... 3.7 5.0 

2% - % ... -3.0 

292% - 1 % 

264 - % 3.1 18.5 

13% - % 48.5 -0.9 

709% 31.9 

50 ... 0.5 -4.0 

63 ... 1.1 39.6 

18% - 1 20.2 -1.9 

855 7.4 

282% + 734 2.9 13.5 

89% + 4 9.9 15.7 

1440 + 52 1.5 38.6 

302% - 6 1.8 25.4 

167% ... 0.9 14.1 

240% + 12% 4.3 24.5 

15% -7.9 

1208 + 51 2.0 10.4 

678 + 19% 6.1 ... 

552% - % 5.6 11.9 

98% + 7% 2.1 22.4 

810 + 14 3.1 14.1 

176% + 13% 7.0 7.1 

160% + 3% 4.0 9.3 

587% + 12% 3.5 13.6 

338% + 10 6.1 19.9 

143 + 4% 

1127 + 12 2.7 29.8 

466 + 56 3.7 17.6 

131% + 2 2.5 ... 

491 * 9% 2.7 17.2 

677 + 9 1.5 12.6 

37% -3.1 

38% f 1 ... 8.7 

255% * 4% 5.4 12.0 

623% + 28% 6.7 13.3 

457% + 23% 2.6 36.3 

45% + 1% 3.8 ... 

68% - 1% 3.4 28.6 

43% 

3% * % ... -0.2 


Mkt cap Price Wkly Forecast 

(million) Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E 


254.34 

IVCO Pp UK* 

479% 

- 

3% 

3.5 

-3.8 

0.34 

IVCO Propty 

% 




102.3 

1,364.59 

JLainglnFr* 

137% 



4.9 

17.7 

907.37 

JPM American* 

376 % 

+ 

% 

1.3 

-4.2 

295.30 

JPM Asian 

315% 

+ 

5% 

4.0 

-11.4 

21.94 

JPM Brazil 

65% 

+ 

1% 

0.7 

-15.7 

166.82 

JPM Chinese 

230% 

+ 

8% 

0.7 

-13.8 

380.82 

JPM Claverhst 

698% 

+ 

2% 

3.5 

-4.0 

5.42 

JPM Elect Mg C 

101 



0.3 

-1.0 

253.85 

JPM Elect Mg G 

746 

+ 

9 

1.1 

-2.1 

80.87 

JPM Elect Mg 1 

112 

+ 

1% 

3.4 

-2.0 

971.84 

JPM Em Mkts 

786 

+ 

21% 

1.1 

-11.7 

233.50 

JPM Eur IT Gth 

300% 

+ 

4% 

2.2 

-8.2 

154.48 

JPM Eur IT Inc 

164% 

+ 

6% 

3.0 

-2.4 

589.16 

JPM Euro Smlr 

370 

+ 

4 

0.8 

-8.0 

188.00 

JPM Gl Conv 

96% 

+ 

% 

4.6 

-3.8 

368.78 

JPM GEMI 

125% 

+ 

1 

3.9 

-1.6 

372.68 

JPM GG&I 

301% 

+ 

2% 

2.2 

-2.2 

63.24 

JPM Inc&Cap Ord 

92% 

+ 

1% 

8.4 


27.72 

JPM Inc&Cap Uts 

368 

+ 

3% 

4.1 

-4.5 

87.40 

JPM Inc&Cap ZDP 
JPM Inc&Gth Inc 

JPM Inc&Gth Cap 

187% 





764.92 

JPM Indian 

728 

+ 

20 


-10.0 

183.50 

JPM Jap Sml Co 

334% 

+ 

3% 


-12.6 

566.18 

JPM Japan 

356% 

+ 

13% 

1.0 

-10.3 

254.47 

JPM Mid Cap 

1066 

- 

6 

1.9 

-8.6 

246.97 

JPM Russian 

469% 

+ 

4% 

2.9 

-16.5 

156.91 

JPM SmllrCo 

938% 

+ 

15% 

1.9 

-18.3 

148.17 

JPM US Sml 

263% 

+ 

7% 


-5.8 

750.34 

Jupiter Euro Opps 

674% 

- 

% 

0.8 

-1.4 

46.40 

Jupiter Prima 

337% 

+ 

% 

2.0 

0.5 

165.95 

Jupiter US Smlr 

812% 

- 

2% 


-10.3 

12.73 

Juridica Invs* 

11% 

- 

% 


-49.1 

245.03 

Keystone IT 

1806 

+ 

11 

2.9 

-8.8 

698.02 

Law Debenture 

597% 

+ 

25 

2.8 

-5.4 

415.15 

Lowland 

1540% 

+ 

12% 

3.1 

-4.8 

156.04 

Majedie 

292 

- 

2 

3.0 

-5.2 

136.68 

M Currie Pac 

377% 

+ 

3% 

2.0 

-11.9 

220.64 

M Currie Port 

231% 

+ 

% 

1.8 

-0.1 

106.78 

Marwyn Val In 

150% 



5.4 

-32.4 

1,646.65 

Mercantile IT 

1943 

+ 

5 

2.3 

-9.5 

521.89 

Merchants* 

480 

+ 

4 

5.0 

-3.5 

137.00 

Mid Wynd 

438% 

+ 

1% 

1.0 

1.4 

1,453.89 

Monks Inv Tst 

679% 

+ 

2% 

0.2 

0.5 

130.02 

Montanaro Eur Sml 

777 

+ 

6% 

0.9 

-9.4 

542.04 

Murray Income Trust 

808% 

+ 

9% 

4.0 

-6.5 

1,581.40 

Murray lnternational*1240 

+ 

16 

3.9 

4.6 

971.44 

Nb Global Floating* 

95% 

- 

% 

3.7 

-1.1 

309.99 

Pacific Assets 

260% 

+ 

10% 

1.0 

2.8 

960.05 

Perp l&G 

400 

+ 

7 

3.2 

-6.2 

792.10 

Personal Assets 

40330 

+ 

40 

1.3 

0.8 

458.45 

Picton Prop* 

85 



3.9 

5.0 

1,288.11 

Polar Cap Tech 

969% 

+ 

4 


-1.3 

30.39 

Prem Eng & Wtr 

168 



5.8 


27.35 

Prm Eng & Wtr ZDP 

113% 





1,047.11 

Renewables Inf 

111% 

+ 

% 

5.7 

12.5 

2,909.72 

RIT Cap Ptnr 

1876 

+ 

3 


7.1 

1,072.69 

Riverstone 

1269 

+ 

3 


-18.7 

227.22 

Schroder TotRt 

296% 

+ 

6% 

1.2 

-1.8 

656.88 

Schrd Asia Pac 

395 

+ 

7% 

1.2 

-11.8 

200.74 

Schrod Inc Gwth 

291 

+ 

6% 

3.7 

-6.3 

242.83 

Schrod Jap Gwth 

194% 

+ 

6% 

1.4 

-6.1 

269.99 

Schrod UK Gwth 

174% 

+ 

2% 

3.0 

-11.7 

187.77 

Schrod UKMid 

518% 

+ 

7% 

2.2 

-13.9 

469.82 

Scot American 

349% 

+ 

4% 

3.0 

6.1 

665.29 

Scot IT 

801 

+ 

6 

1.6 

-8.5 

5,321.21 

Scot Mtge 

387% 

+ 

10% 

0.7 

3.2 

189.44 

Secs Tst Scot 

169% 

+ 

1% 

3.4 

-4.3 

173.45 

SVG Capital 

741 

+ 

1 


10.9 

870.98 

Temple Bar 

1302 

+ 

22 

3.1 

-0.9 

1,917.03 

Tplton Emg Mkt 

686 

+ 

21% 

1.2 

-12.0 

1,058.56 

TR Property 

332% 



2.7 

-9.3 

231.32 

Troy Inc&Gth 

79 % 



3.1 

0.2 

1,126.72 

UK Comm Prop Tst 

86% 

- 

1 

4.2 

-0.8 

144.25 

Utilico Ord 

159% 



4.6 


472.50 

Utilico Emg Mkt 

222% 

+ 

% 

3.0 

-7.8 

76.82 

Utilico Fin ZDP 2018 
UtilFin RdZDP 2016 

154% 





6.54 

Vietnam Infra* 

1% 

- 

% 


-34.7 

1,797.17 

Witan 

1003 

+ 

13 

1.8 

-1.1 

200.48 

Witan Pacific 

314 

+ 

3% 

1.4 

-11.0 

757.82 

Woodford Patient Cap Tr91% 

+ 

% 


-9.1 

1,081.20 

Ww Health 

2328 

+ 

3 

0.7 



Mkt cap 
(million) 

Company 

Price Wkly 
(p) +/- Yld% 

P/E 

Mkt cap 
(million) 

Company 

Price Wkly 
(p) +/- Yld% 

P/E 

12,053.34 

Lond Stk Ex Gp* 3454 + 

64 

1.0 

55.2 

279.20 

Asian Grth Prop** 

31% 


2% 


1.7 

2,671.32 

Man* 

160% + 

4% 

4.7 


998.07 

Assura Grp 

60% 

- 

% 

4.4 

50.2 

9.70 

Manx Fin* 

9% 



8.1 

3.92 

Aukett Fitz Rob* 

2% 

- 

1 

9.2 

3.2 

0.87 

Marechale Cap* 

1% 




1,931.31 

Balfour Beatty* 

279% 

- 

11 

0.3 


29,293.01 

Marsh McLn 

5697% - 

83 

1.9 

20.0 

6,097.24 

Barratt Devs* 

605% 

* 

15 

3.0 

10.7 

216.28 

Mattioli Woods* 

839 - 

12% 

1.3 

39.7 

3,589.34 

Bell way 

2923 

+ 

16 

2.6 

10.5 

22.69 

Metal Tiger* 

2% 




4,605.98 

Berkeley 

3344 

+ 

33 

5.9 

10.1 

2,913.95 

Metro Bank 

3625 + 

136 



1,243.50 

Big Yellow Group 

787% 

+ 

4% 

3.1 

11.2 

66.64 

Miton Group* 

39 + 

1 

1.7 

20.5 

33.11 

Billington Hldgs* 

256 

+ 

21 

2.3 

10.0 

49,628.23 

Nat Aust Bk 

1854% - 

33% 

9.3 

14.1 

343.15 

Boot (Henry)* 

259 % 

+ 

4% 

2.4 

12.1 

2,274.62 

NEX Group 

599 - 

28% 

6.4 

56.5 

1,214.74 

Bovis Homes* 

903 

- 

22% 

4.5 

10.0 

303.77 

Numis* 

268% - 

9% 

2.4 

14.5 

1,143.53 

Breedon Group* 

80% 

+ 

% 


28.5 

334.85 

Oakley Cap Invs* 

163% + 

% 


18.1 

6,920.13 

Br Land 

672 

+ 

9 

4.1 

5.4 

9,598.65 

Old Mutual 

194% + 

2% 

4.5 

19.2 

13.14 

Caledonian Tst* 

111% 

- 

5% 


89.2 

1,104.59 

Onesavings Bank* 

454% + 

10 

2.1 

9.2 

2,691.52 

Cap & Count Prop* 

318 

+ 

5% 

0.4 


6.28 

Origo Partners* 

1% - 

% 


-0.3 

391.28 

Cap & Regnl* 

60% 

+ 

% 

5.3 


4.66 

Orogen* 

1% 




20.89 

Cardiff Prop 

1650 

♦ 

12% 

0.8 

14.0 

2.36 

Ortac Res* 

2% - 

% 


-2.0 

18.76 

Carecapital* 

24% 

+ 

3% 


-0.7 

2.86 

Ottoman Fd* 

2% 



-2.8 

38.33 

Clarke T* 

91% 

+ 

3% 

3.3 

14.1 

711.14 

P2P Glbl Invs* 

860 + 

6 

5.0 

22.0 

81.71 

CLS Hldgs 

193% 


1747 


8.2 

15.39 

Panmure Gordon* 

99 



12.7 

1,232.10 

Countryside Props 

273% 

+ 

1% 


20.1 

1,281.17 

Paragon 

469 


2.4 

11.8 

435.41 

Countrywide 

183 

+ 

19 

8.2 

22.7 

149.95 

Park Group* 

81% - 

% 

3.0 

15.7 

7.61 

Craven House* 

304% 

+ 

52% 


-2.4 

682.71 

PayPoint 

1002 - 

43 

4.2 

36.4 

1,617.83 

Crest Nicholson 

633% 

+ 

11 

3.1 

11.9 

2,325.11 

Paysafe Group 

480 + 

22% 


21.1 

24,066.06 

CRH 

2878 

- 

42 

1.8 

22.6 

205.63 

Phaunos Timber 

37% + 

% 

0.6 

13.8 

1.08 

CSF Grp* 

% 




-0.1 

2,983.75 

Phoenix Gp Hldgs* 

759% + 

11 

5.9 


1,122.75 

Daejan 

6890 

+ 

90 

1.2 

7.0 

0.41 

PLUS Markets* 




-1.8 

3,203.79 

Derwent London* 

2876 

+ 

26 

1.5 

54.6 

9.33 

Plutus PowerGen* 

1% + 

% 



67.85 

Dolphin Capital* 

7% 




-0.5 

14.36 

Polo Resources* 

4% 



-0.6 

15.45 

Dragon-Ukra Prop* 

14% 

+ 

% 

29.1 

-1.3 

49.32 

Private & Comm** 

23% - 

% 


12.9 

6.96 

Eastrn Euro Prp* 

44% 




10.5 

15.96 

Pro Global Ins* 

14 



11.2 

9.27 

EQTEC* 

5 

+ 

% 


-3.2 

4,731.05 

Provident 

3192 - 

2 

3.8 

17.7 

60.31 

First Prop* 

52 

+ 

1 

2.8 

13.7 

9.03 

Proxama* 

% 



-0.7 

4.70 

Fletcher King* 

51 



3.9 

20.1 

45,495.51 

Prudential* 

1759% + 

% 

2.2 

23.4 

291.61 

Foxtons Group* 

106 

+ 

7% 

4.7 

10.3 

83.48 

Qatar Inv Fund 

81% + 

1% 

3.6 

-3.6 

1,076.69 

Galliford Try 

1299 

* 

4 

6.3 

9.2 

35.95 

Quadrise Fuels Inti* 

4% + 

1% 


-7.0 

348.54 

Gleeson (MJ) 

644 

+ 

20 

2.2 

14.8 

130.66 

Randall & Quilter* 

149% + 

4% 


12.7 

1,771.06 

Grafton Gp Uts 

749% 

- 

20 

1.7 

19.0 

31.91 

Rasmala PLC* 

101% 




1,106.57 

Grainger 

265% 

+ 

15% 

1.3 

14.8 

1,230.39 

Rathbone Brs* 

2428 + 

46 

2.2 

31.0 

2,323.22 

Gr Portland 

675% 

- 

5 

1.3 

4.1 

3.49 

Red Leopard* 

% 



-5.0 

4,687.75 

Hammerson 

591 

+ 

3 

3.8 

14.7 

525.88 

Redde* 

173 - 

7 

5.5 

20.4 

950.54 

Hansteen Hldgs* 

127% 

+ 

3% 

4.1 

9.2 

2,059.46 

Robeco N/V 

2574% 




335.96 

Harworth Gp* 

104% 

* 

% 


3.3 

1,310.49 

Rolinco N/V 

2399% 




8.11 

Heath (Samuel)* 

320 

♦ 

17% 

3.6 

12.1 

30,722.56 

Ryl Bk Scot 

258% - 

10% 


-4.3 

408.66 

Helical Bar 

345% 

+ 

3% 

2.1 

3.7 


TRAILFINDERS ^± . 


Call to discuss any of your 

First, Business & Corporate Travel 
Worldwide Holidays & Flights 
Cruise Trailfinders 
Private Bespoke Touring 
European Travel 
Group Travel 
Honeymoons & Wishlist 
Visa & Passport Service 
Travel Insurance 



travel needs 

020 7368 1400 
020 7368 1200 
020 7368 1300 
020 7368 1500 
020 7937 1234 
020 7938 3858 
020 7408 9008 
020 7368 1504 
020 7408 9005 


EST TOUR OPERATOR 



6,290.02 

RSA Ins* 

616% - 

4% 

0.8 

89.3 

47.93 

238.00 

S&U 

1989% - 

40% 

3.8 

12.9 

13,890.05 

329.26 

Schroder REIT* 

63% - 

% 

3.9 

9.0 

965.42 

7,286.24 

Schroders 

3224 + 

4 

2.5 

19.3 

1,349.92 

Schraders N/V 

2389 + 

40 

3.4 

14.3 

28.55 

445.99 

Secure Trust Bk* 

2414 + 

39 

2.9 

23.7 

3,780.56 

37.35 

Share** 

26 


2.3 

56.7 

1,098.25 

853.45 

ShawbrookGp 

340% - 

1% 


13.3 

1,089.14 

76.74 

Sigma Cap* 

86% + 

14% 


21.7 

672.13 

6,235.07 

St James Place: 

1 1180 + 

11 

2.5 

55.4 

24,528.69 

Stand Chart 

745% + 

28 



1,333.23 

7,771.18 

Standard Life* 

392% + 

13% 

4.6 

18.1 

4,780.04 

1.09 

Starvest* 

2% 



11.9 

8,951.31 

21.09 

STM Group* 

35% 


3.9 

9.1 

18.77 

15,997.43 

Sun Life Can 

2606% - 

153% 

3.8 

10.7 

1,162.81 

2.28 

Tau Capital* 

4% 



-2.0 

287.37 

0.93 

Tiger Res Fin* 

% 



-1.9 

158.14 

TISO Blackstar Gp* 

59% - 

% 

0.2 

-4.9 

66.50 

2,569.51 

TP ICAP 

463% + 

7% 

6.0 

26.9 

126.88 

4.62 

Trading Emissns* 

1% 


405.4 

2.5 

799.51 

2.46 

UltimateSports* 

10% 



-3.2 

982.77 

1,331.71 

Virgin Money Pic 

299% - 

12 

1.5 

10.2 

215.76 

25.78 

Volvere* 

632 % 



31.1 

33.27 

WH Ireland* 

121 - 

1% 



383.96 

16.24 

Walker Crips Grp 

39 + 

% 

4.7 

39.0 

57.85 

204,383.26 

Wells Fargo 

4089% - 

185% 

2.9 

12.7 

536.53 

62,726.34 

Westpac 

1868% - 

76% 

8.4 

14.5 

4.07 

34.78 

Zoltav Resource* 

24% - 

2 



432.30 

32,998.29 

Zurich Find 

21810 + 

317% 

6.5 

12.6 

317.11 

797.85 







Construction & 




31.72 

property 





109.67 

89.28 







56.35 

261.56 

Abbey* 

1220 


1.0 

6.7 

1.40 

67.57 

Alumasc 

187 


3.4 

12.2 

79.38 

Aseana Props 

39% - 

% 


5.5 

7,282.78 

4.61 

Ashley Hse* 

7% + 

1 


5.8 

0.76 


Highcroft Invs* 

927% 


4.2 

16.6 

HK Land 

590% - 

5% 

2.6 

5.1 

Ibstock* 

237 % + 

10% 

2.8 

10.7 

Industrial Multi Pro 

339% - 

2 



Intu Properties* 

279 + 

9% 

4.9 

24.9 

James Halstead** 

529 + 

35% 

2.2 

31.3 

John Laing Group* 

296% + 

10% 

1.7 

5.7 

Keller 

934 + 

9 

2.9 

32.2 

KennWIsn Eur RE* 

1057 + 

36 

4.1 

7.6 

Kingspan Group 

2671% - 

103% 

0.8 

22.1 

Land Sec 

1132 + 

22 

3.1 

16.8 

Lon & Assoc 

22 


0.7 

-7.9 

LondonMetric 

167% + 

1 

5.3 


Low & Bonar 

87% + 

1% 

3.2 

16.9 

LXB retail Props* 

39% + 

% 



Macau Prop Op 

166 - 

% 



Marshalls 

401 + 

19% 

1.9 

21.5 

McCarthy&S* 

182% - 

4 

2.4 

14.0 

McKay Secs 

230 - 

10 

3.8 

14.7 

MedicX Fund 

90% + 

2 

6.5 

12.7 

Michelmersh* 

71 + 

3 

1.4 

16.2 

Morgan Sindall* 

1200 + 

94 

2.5 

14.7 

Mountfield Gp* 

1% 



25.0 

Mountview 

11087% + 

200 

3.3 

11.1 

Mucklow (A&J) 

501 + 

25% 

4.2 

15.8 

NewRiver REIT 

341 + 

2 

7.0 

22.0 

North Midland Cons* 

312% + 

5 


25.3 

Pac All China Land* 

178 - 

% 


24.3 

Palace Capital* 

355 


4.5 

13.3 

Panther Securities* 

317% 


1.8 


Pathfinder Mins* 

% 



-1.2 

Persimmon 

2360 - 

31 

4.6 

11.9 

Pires Investments* 

2% 



-0.4 


Mkt cap 
(million) 

Company 

Price Wkly 
(p) +/- Yld% 

P/E 

Mkt cap 
(million) 

Company 

Price Wkly 
(p) +/- Yld% P/E 

13.20 

Plaza Cent# 

192% 





13.61 

Caffyns 

505 



4.1 5.6 

2.86 

PME African Infra* 

6% 




8.6 

21.66 

Cap XX Ld* 

7% 




809.80 

Polypipe Group* 

408% 

+ 

9 % 

2.1 

18.4 

207.25 

Castings 

475 

- 

3 

2.8 14.5 

680.44 

Primary Hltht 

113% 



4.5 

15.5 

12.14 

Chamberlin* 

152% 

+ 

3 


127.17 

Raven R CNV Pref 

117 

+ 

% 



506.13 

Chemring Group* 

181% 

- 

9% 

... 75.5 

322.12 

Raven Russia 

47% 

- 



-2.4 

3,184.82 

Cobham 

133% 

- 

6% 

5.8 -2.9 

142.17 

Raven Russia CRP 

143% 

+ 

% 

8.3 


180.22 

Cohort* 

440 

+ 

22% 

1.2 23.4 


Raven Russia Wnts 

27 





9.97 

Croma Security* 

59 

- 

1% 

0.6 62.1 

112.78 

Real Estate Invs* 

60% 

+ 

1 

4.7 

14.1 

21.68 

Dewhurst* 

655 



1.5 16.0 

695.71 

Redefine Inti 

38% 

+ 

1% 

8.3 

16.7 

332.00 

Dialight 

1021 

+ 

39% 


2,126.35 

Redraw 

575 

- 

4% 

1.7 

9.1 

7,212.71 

Electrolux 'B' 

2398% 

+ 

24% 

2.4 17.3 

8.82 

Safeland* 

57% 



2.6 


13.26 

Elektron* 

7% 




878.25 

Safestore 

419% 


7% 

2.4 

10.0 














8.30 

Feedback* 

3% 




1,305.83 

Savills* 

934 


4 

1.2 

20.1 














610.62 

Fenner 

314% 


5 

0.9 ... 

15.75 

Secure Property* 

17% 




-1.1 














5.16 

Flowgrp* 

1% 


1% 

... -0.3 

4,914.62 

SEGRO 

492% 


3% 

3.2 

9.1 














5,936.74 

GKN* 

345% 


13% 

2.5 30.3 

2,684.05 

Shaftesbury 

962 


36 

1.4 

27.1 







739.34 

SIG 

125 

_ 

1% 

3.7 

-6.2 

316.35 

Gooch Hsego* 

1304 

- 

43 

0.6 45.5 

50.18 

Smart (J)* 

111% 



2.7 

14.2 

116.42 

Goodwin 

1617 

- 

26 

2.6 14.8 

47.95 

Speymill Macau* 

70% 

_ 

% 



4,171.01 

Halma 

1100 

+ 

11 

1.1 38.2 

785.52 

St Modwen Prp 

355 

_ 

6 

1.6 

17.9 

29.22 

Hayward Tyler* 

52% 

- 

4% 

2.6 -6.5 

33.95 

Steppe Cement* 

15% 





1,020.58 

Hill & Smith 

1299 

- 

33 

1.7 30.5 

8.23 

Stewart & Wight 

525 



4.5 

8.5 

1.50 

Holders Tech** 

36 



1.3 -3.7 

34.33 

Styles & Wood Grp* 

395 

+ 

2% 


13.3 

7.80 

Image Scan* 

5% 

+ 

% 


185.51 

Taliesin Prop* 

3637% 

+ 

2% 


6.7 

3,467.70 

IMI* 

1275 

- 

28 

3.0 33.1 

6,415.95 

Taylor Wimpey* 

196 



0.8 

10.9 

1.45 

Inspirit Energy* 

% 



... -5.1 

312.09 

Telford Homes* 

414% 

- 

% 

3.4 

19.6 

101.37 

Judges Scientific* 

1657% 

+ 

15 

1.5 ... 

18.55 

Titon 

170 

+ 

27% 

2.0 

10.3 

18.64 

LPA* 

151% 

+ 

2 

1.3 13.3 

156.76 

Town Centre 

294% 

+ 

4% 

3.5 

13.1 

3,731.34 

Meggitt 

481 

+ 

1 

2.9 21.0 

4,026.28 

Travis Perkins* 

1604 

- 

77 

2.5 

24.2 

4,509.32 

Melrose* 

239 

- 

4% 

0.3 ... 

1.68 

Trinity Cap* 

% 



125.0 

-1.6 

16.24 

Molins* 

80% 

+ 

% 

3.4 ... 

1,615.41 

Tritax Big Box REITV 146 

+ 

4% 

3.8 

67.0 

889.50 

Morgan Advanced* 

311% 

- 

% 

3.5 17.0 

616.23 

Tyman* 

346 

* 

15% 

2.6 

29.0 

28.14 

MS Inti* 

168 



4.7 20.4 

239.27 

U+l* 

191% 

+ 

2% 

3.0 

29.8 

26.81 

Northbrdg Ind* 

103% 

+ 

4% 

... -3.9 

1,459.49 

Unite Group* 

650% 

+ 

8% 

2.3 

6.8 

612.72 

Oxford Inst 

1069 

+ 

9 

1.2 ... 

383.37 

Urban&Civic pic 

264% 

- 

2% 

1.0 

8.6 

26,259.85 

Philips El nv 

2824% 

+ 

14% 

2.4 25.7 

12,583.72 

Wolseley 

4975 

- 

90 

2.0 

28.0 

3.62 

PhotonStar LED* 

1% 

_ 

% 

... -1.0 

1,420.66 

Workspace Grp 

870% 

+ 

3 

1.7 

6.1 

1.73 

PipeHawk* 

5% 

+ 

% 

... -4.0 

13.83 

Wynnstay Props* 

510 



2.5 

7.2 

23.52 

Pressure Tech* 

162% 

+ 

6% 

5.1 33.7 








29.65 

PV Crystalox Solar 

18% 

+ 

% 

... 19.7 

Consumer goods 



2,624.03 

Renishaw 

3605 

+ 

127 

1.2 37.9 








142.29 

Renold 

63% 



... 39.4 








15,889.58 

Rolls-Royce 

863% 

+ 

10 

1.3 -3.9 

1.86 

Agriterra* 





-0.3 














1.26 

Ross Gp 




... 14.8 

13.34 

Airea* 

32% 



4.6 

8.4 







294.89 

Anglo-Eastern 

744 

+ 

13% 

0.4 


2,030.85 

Rotork* 

233% 

- 

6% 

2.1 30.3 

87.54 

Animalcare* 

412% 



1.5 

30.1 

25.76 

Scien Dig Imaging* 

29 

+ 

2 

... 16.6 

22,744.80 

AB Foods 

2873 

+ 

101 

1.2 

20.6 

926.49 

Senior* 

220% 

- 

% 

2.8 20.4 

760.75 

Barr (AG)* 

651% 

+ 

9 

2.0 

21.3 

256.64 

Severfield 

85% 

- 

% 

1.7 21.2 

4.28 

BlenheimNtrl* 

5/ 




-3.0 

12.78 

Six Hundred* 

12% 



... 8.8 

92,029.95 

Brit AmerTob 

5408 

+ 

121 

2.8 

23.3 

6,700.50 

SKFB 

1598% 

- 

77% 

3.0 20.5 

1,791.11 

Britvic 

679% 

+ 

9% 

3.4 

15.6 

0.45 

Slingsby (HC)* 

45 



8.8 -1.0 

7,211.36 

Burberry Grp 

1645 

+ 

19 

2.2 

27.9 

6,521.12 

Smiths 

1649 

- 

35 

2.5 15.2 

938.19 

C&C Grp 

301% 

- 

19% 

3.8 

24.6 

35.51 

Solid State* 

420 

- 

3% 

2.8 8.7 

122.36 

Carr's Grp* 

133% 

+ 

4% 

2.8 

12.8 

186.72 

Somero Enter* 

332 

+ 

10% 

1.5 19.3 

109.95 

Character Grp* 

520 

* 

10 

2.8 

12.4 

3,237.65 

Spectris 

2716 

- 

96 

1.8 31.0 

114.75 

Churchill China** 

1047% 



1.8 

0.2 

3,809.38 

Spirax-Sarco* 

5180 

- 

60 

1.3 35.1 

7,952.51 

Coca Cola HBC 

2184 

+ 

20 

1.5 

26.9 

50.97 

Stadium Group* 

133% 

+ 

5 

2.0 28.4 

48.03 

Colefax* 

470 

+ 

10 

0.9 

20.3 

18.97 

Surface Trsfms* 

21 

- 

% 

... -9.1 

5.44 

Concha* 

% 

+ 

% 


-1.5 

8.77 

Tex Hldgs 

138 

+ 

% 

5.0 7.5 

1,397.04 

Cranswick 

2768 

+ 

37 

1.3 

26.1 

451.13 

Thorpe FW* 

390 

+ 

30% 

1.0 32.2 

852.78 

Dairy Crest Group 

604% 

* 

17 

3.6 

21.8 

4.33 

Torotrak 

% 



... -0.7 

354.35 

Devro* 

212% 

* 

8% 

4.1 

58.9 

29.04 

TP Group* 

6% 

- 

% 


58,023.47 

Diageo 

2305 

+ 

27% 

2.4 

25.8 

6.20 

Transense Tech* 

65 

_ 

2% 

... -3.9 

17.62 

Distil PLC* 

3% 

+ 

K 



5.58 

Tricorn* 

16% 



... -7.3 

11.58 

Equat Palm Oil* 

3% 





1.00 

Turbo Power* 




... -1.1 

144.73 

Finsbury Food* 

111 

+ 

1 

2.3 

18.5 

1,449.73 

Ultra Electrncs 

2053 

_ 

81 

2.2 24.7 

312.81 

Games Workshop* 

973% 

- 

1% 

5.3 

25.4 

1,548.63 

Vesuvius* 

571 

+ 

32 

2.8 33.0 

4,558.15 

Glanbia 

1539% 

- 

45% 

0.7 

25.2 

414.11 

Vitec* 

925% 

+ 

53 

2.7 46.0 

1,657.02 

Greencore 

235 

+ 

5% 

2.2 

25.0 

39.03 

Volex 

43% 

+ 

y 

... -5.0 

541.63 

Headlam 

640 

+ 

3% 

3.3 

17.4 

4,029.32 

Weir* 

1849 

_ 

40 

2.3 92.4 

0.86 

Hidong Estate 

50 


















505.69 

XP Power 

2628 


11 

2.5 25.3 

561.91 

Hilton Food 

760 


6 

1.9 

22.8 














69.77 

Zytronic* 

437% 


20 

2.8 16.7 

27.17 

Hornby* 

32% 

+ 

% 


-1.1 







35,635.28 

Imperial Brands 3717 

+ 

90 

4.1 

35.0 







48.39 

Inch Kenneth Kajang 

12 



1.8 


Health 





771.38 

Jimmy Choo 

203% 

+ 

1 


39.9 







1.87 

J Lewis Hford* 

1 


















565.78 

AdvancedMedical* 

268% 



0.3 36.4 

11,963.92 

Kerry Gp* 

6793% 


111 

0.6 

26.3 














11.55 

Akers Bio* 

130 



... -2.6 

2.60 

Kin Group* 












5.52 

LightwaveRF* 

14% 

* 

% 


-3.0 

159.67 

Allergy Therap* 

26% 

- 

% 


369.88 

McBride 

203 

+ 

3 


21.8 

229.39 

Allnce Pharma* 

48% 



2.2 9.8 

663.57 

Mulberry Group* 

1106 

+ 

8 

0.4 


74.31 

Anpario* 

325 

+ 

5 

1.3 21.5 

635.31 

Nichols* 

1718% 

- 

1% 

1.4 

26.5 

0.64 

Aortech Int* 

11% 

- 

% 

... -2.4 

105.29 

Norcros 

171% 

- 

2% 

3.8 

7.8 

62.27 

Aqua Bounty* 

700 



... -7.2 

781.76 

Origin Ents* 

618% 

- 

16% 

2.9 

16.7 

65,509.56 

AstraZeneca 

5176 

+ 

570% 

4.2 24.2 

20.80 

Oxford Pharma* 

1% 





36.88 

Bioquell 

164 

+ 

9% 

... 78.1 

1.58 

Paternoster* 

% 




-4.1 

2,811.43 

BTG 

730 

+ 

17 

... 46.8 

11.94 

Pittards* 

86 




93.4 

332.24 

Circassia Phm 

100 



... -2.0 

93.17 

Portmeirion** 

882% 

- 

25 

3.4 

14.1 

504.92 

Consort Med 

1026 

- 

33 

1.8 31.7 

10.94 

Provexis* 

% 





5,790.02 

Convatec Group 

296% 

* 

% 


555.80 

PureCirde 

320 

- 

9% 


77.5 

13.91 

Creighton 

23% 

+ 

% 

... 11.6 

1,461.95 

PZ Cussons 

341 

* 

6% 

2.3 

24.3 

1,666.56 

Dechra Pharma 

1790 

+ 

67 

1.0 ... 

141.32 

REA 

350 




-8.9 

11.87 

Deltex Medical* 

4 

+ 

% 

... -4.4 

25.77 

Real Gd Fd* 

36% 




6.2 

326.56 

Eco Animal Hlth* 

502% 



0.9 66.1 

333.50 

Stock Spirits* 

166% 

- 

3% 

1.6 

23.5 

98.66 

EKF Diagnostics* 

21% 

+ 

% 


6.77 

Tandem* 

137% 

+ 

5 

2.7 

8.7 

21.14 

e-Therapeutics* 

7% 

- 

% 

... -1.6 

3,550.19 

Tate & Lyle 

764 

- 

4 

3.6 

19.5 

67.25 

Futura Medical* 

55% 

+ 

4% 


60.53 

Tax Systems* 

75 




-4.4 

1,129.19 

Genus 

1847 

+ 

100 

1.0 36.1 

9.78 

Tern* 

8% 

- 

1 



81,875.25 

GlaxoSmKIine* 

1665 

+ 

77 

4.8 48.8 

246.38 

Treatt 

475 

+ 

70% 

0.8 

40.6 

1.62 

Gunsynd* 




... -0.7 

1.30 

Ukrproduct Gp* 

3% 




-0.3 

4,226.29 

Hikma Pharms* 

1759 

_ 

214 

1.3 28.0 

71,408.38 

Unilever (NV) 

4164% 

+ 

86% 

2.5 

26.8 

1,787.13 

Hutchison CM* 

2942% 

+ 

22% 


52,653.92 

Unilever* 

4102% 


114% 

2.6 

26.4 









538% 





90.45 

Immunodiag Sys* 

307% 

- 

5 

0.3 -2.8 

489.87 

Victoria* 

+ 

13 



72.72 

ImmuPharma* 

54% 

+ 

1% 

... -9.1 

0.72 

Walcom Group* 

1 




5.4 














2,413.88 

Indivior 

334% 


6% 

0.6 17.8 

12.61 

Worthington Gp# 

87 


















8.27 

IXICO* 

30% 



... -3.6 








19.53 

LiDCO* 

8 

+ 

% 

... 88.8 

Engineering 






6,245.83 

Mediclinic Int 

847% 

* 

40 

... 28.7 








5.65 

N4 Pharma* 

7% 

+ 

1% 


27.42 

Amiad Water Syst* 

121 




10.7 

4,302.24 

NMC Health* 

2106 

- 

34 

0.3 36.8 

9.00 

APC Tech* 

6% 

_ 

i/ 


-3.7 

164,433.22 

Novartis 

6259 

+ 

313% 

3.5 27.6 

0.82 

Ass Br Eng 

40 




-1.2 

25.69 

Omega Diags* 

23% 

- 

1% 

... 47.2 

335.05 

Avon Rubber 

1080 

* 

30 

0.6 

17.7 

147.62 

Oxford Biomedica 

4% 



... -7.7 

20,374.01 

BAE SYS* 

640 

- 

7% 

3.3 

22.3 

0.71 

Physiomics* 

1% 

- 

% 

... -0.9 

10.71 

Bailey (CH)* 

140 

* 

2% 


16.3 

28.14 

Premier Veterinary 

183% 




1,531.65 

Bodycote* 

800 

- 

15 

1.9 

22.7 

15.47 

Proteome Scies* 

5% 

+ 

% 

... -5.4 

10.11 

Braime A N/V** 

842% 

+ 

5 

1.0 

14.2 

15.55 

Realm Therapeutics* 

• 31 

- 

% 

... -2.5 

3.96 

Braime(TF&JH)** 

825 



1.1 

13.9 

51,537.97 

Reckitt Benck* 

7356 

+ 

186 

2.0 28.6 
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Equity prices Business 


Mktcap Price Wkly 

(million) Company (p) +/■ Yld% P/E 


24.47 

Sareum Hldgs# 

v 



43,092.77 

Shire 

4750 % + 

97 

0.4 94.2 

59.49 

Silence Therapy 

85 + 

9% 

... -7.0 

171.28 

Sinclair Pharma# 

34 


... -6.8 

11,560.30 

Smith & Neph 

1321 + 

15 

1.9 18.5 

1,409.00 

Spire Hcare 

351% + 

9% 

1.0 26.4 

109.89 

Summit Corp# 

177 % 


... -5.2 

65.35 

Swallowfield#* 

387% + 

35 

0.7 22.2 

10.28 

Synairgen# 

11% 


... -4.5 

116.12 

Tissue Regenix# 

15% - 

% 


192.25 

Tiziana Life# 

199% + 

% 


88.67 

Tristel# 

207% + 

2% 

1.6 27.6 

1,864.45 

UDG Healthcare 

751 - 

9% 

1.2 35.0 

3.17 

ValiRx# 

2% + 

% 

... -0.2 

888.81 

Vectura Grp 

130% - 

12 


93.43 

Vernalis# 

17% - 

% 

... -5.5 

131.19 

Verona Pharma# 

132% 


... -8.8 

Industrials 

86.28 

Accsys Tech 

77% + 

% 


69,704.02 

BASF 

7589 - 

49% 

3.2 18.6 

81,810.61 

Bayer DM50 

9893 + 

139% 

2.1 20.5 

4.52 

Biome Tech# 

192% + 

5 

... -9.1 

11.53 

Byotrol# 

4% + 

% 


7.43 

Camb Gbl Timber# 

9 



18.56 

Cloudcall Group# 

92% + 

% 

... -4.6 

871.42 

Coats Grp* 

61% - 

% 

... 16.8 

5,321.19 

Croda* 

3938 + 

103 

1.8 26.8 

14.46 

Cronin Gp# 

2% 



142.84 

Cropper (James)# 

1510 n- 

57% 

0.6 37.1 

1,376.64 

Elementis* 

296 % - 

6 

2.3 25.1 

381.51 

Evans (M.P.)#* 

690 + 

5 

1.4 38.2 

26.48 

Hardide# 

1% + 

% 


16.87 

Inspiration Health# 

55 - 

1 

... 17.5 

4.99 

Inti Ferro Metals# 

% 


... -0.5 

36,625.98 

Jardine Math 

5066% + 

24% 

2.3 9.3 

36,413.22 

Jardine Strat 

3287% + 

26% 

0.7 8.7 

6,057.60 

Johnson Math 

3130 + 

11 

2.3 25.5 

7,396.23 

Mondi* 

2014 - 

30 

2.4 17.9 

41.26 

Plant Impact# 

50% + 

2% 


42.01 

Plastics Capital# 

117% + 

1 

3.5 34.5 

22.01 

Robinson# 

132% + 

5 

4.1 18.1 

611.71 

Scapa# 

401% + 

1% 

0.4 59.0 

4,153.37 

Smith (DS) 

436% - 

% 

2.9 19.6 

6,758.42 

Swire Pacific 

746% + 

7% 

5.0 11.0 

23.66 

Symph Environ# 

15% + 

% 

... -7.2 

33,162.82 

Syngenta 

35821% + 

139% 

2.5 34.6 

1,702.80 

Synthomer 

501 - 

3% 

1.7 21.7 

30,431.60 

Takeda Pharm 

3849% + 

166% 

3.2 32.8 

5.04 

TyraTech Inc# 

1% 


... -1.8 

72.13 

Velocys# 

50% - 

1% 

... -5.9 

1,732.82 

Victrex 

2020 + 

39 

2.3 20.8 

125.48 

Wynnstay Group# 

642% + 

30 

1.7 21.5 

129.19 

Zotefoams* 

290% + 

6% 

1.9 22.2 

Leisure 

166.96 

32 Red# 

195% - 

% 

1.5 28.2 

1,071.52 

888 Hldgs 

298 + 

11% 

1.8 53.5 

450.24 

Accesso Tech# 

2007% + 

20 

... 77.4 

40.75 

Best of the Best# 

402% + 

7% 

0.3 29.6 

3.30 

Boxhill Tech# 

% 


... 4.0 

10,131.69 

Carnival 

4748 - 

75 

2.3 14.7 

48.83 

Cathay Inti 

13% 


... -5.1 

91.10 

Celtic# 

97% + 

1 


1,976.76 

Cineworld 

734 + 

30 

2.4 24.1 

1,553.67 

Domino's Pizza 

315% - 

5% 

2.3 24.4 

709.70 

El Group 

147% + 

5% 


336.98 

FulIrSmA 

1044 + 

20 

1.6 17.8 

36.67 

Gaming Realms# 

13% - 

% 

... -3.4 

84.62 

Goals Socr Cntr# 

112% 


1.7 ... 

2,302.69 

Greene King 

743 - 

16% 

3.8 18.3 

2,279.11 

GVC Holdings* 

767 + 

28 


7.83 

Heavitree# 

392% 


1.8 14.0 

6.89 

Heavitree A# 

210 


3.5 7.5 

1.98 

Hermes Pacific# 

85 



8,473.14 

Intercont Htls* 

4270 + 

150 

1.9 26.1 

418.64 

Jackpotjoy 

567% + 

8% 

... -2.7 

2,341.56 

Ladbrokes Coral* 

122% - 

3% 

2.4 -6.9 

1,424.60 

Mandarin Orntl 

113% - 

1% 

3.2 31.9 

880.03 

Marston's 

146 + 

3 

4.8 11.5 

5,104.44 

Merlin Ents* 

502% - 

2% 

1.3 24.2 

1,495.43 

Millen & Cop* 

460% + 

14 

1.6 19.9 

20.78 

Minoan Gp# 

10% - 

% 

... -9.9 

1,158.39 

Mitch & Butlers 

275% + 

7% 

2.7 12.8 

7,009.64 

PP Betfair* 

8325 + 

245 

1.5 ... 

20.11 

Peel Hotels# 

143% + 

6 

1.3 22.7 

352.40 

PPHE Hotel Gp* 

835 + 

40 

2.4 10.0 

1.75 

Prospex# 

% 


... 0.4 

388.42 

Punch Taverns 

175 


... 5.9 

804.81 

Rank Grp 

206 - 

5 

2.8 11.3 

697.49 

Restaurant Gp 

346% + 

18% 

5.0 ... 

19.92 

Richoux Grp# 

20 


... -2.8 

24.05 

Rotala# 

57 + 

2% 

3.6 34.5 

1.78 

Specialist Inv Props# 13% - 

2 

... -2.9 

180.51 

Sportech 

97% - 

4 

... 15.6 

2,176.01 

SSP Group 

457% + 

5% 

0.9 36.7 

38.27 

Tasty# 

64 + 

5% 

... 13.9 

1,472.88 

Thomas Cook 

95% + 

2% 


6,985.75 

TUI 

1190 + 

4 

4.0 20.0 

5.31 

Webis Holdings# 

1% 


... -9.2 

1,162.29 

Wetherspoon JD* 

1051 + 

12 

1.1 26.2 

7,456.47 

Whitbread 

4066 + 

1 

2.2 18.7 

2,519.33 

William Hill* 

293% - 

% 

4.2 15.6 

390.78 

Young & Co - A# 

1318 + 

1 

1.3 21.4 

207.02 

Young & Co - N/V# 

1080% - 

13% 

1.6 17.6 

Media 

10.39 

7digital Gp# 

6% - 

% 

... -1.6 

2.53 

Aeorema Comms# 

28 


7.1 9.9 

30.52 

Altitude Group# 

68 - 

8% 


8.15 

Arcontech Grp# 

65% - 

4% 

... 20.4 

1,344.25 

Ascential 

335% + 

4% 

0.4 ... 

134.46 

Bloomsbury Pub 

178% + 

3 

3.5 14.0 

15.46 

Catalyst Media# 

73% 



3.00 

Cellcast# 

3% 


... 10.0 

139.89 

Cello Group#* 

135% + 

9% 

2.2 ... 

67.75 

Centaur Media* 

46% + 

1% 

6.4 ... 

2,534.09 

Daily Mail 

751% + 

15% 

2.8 13.3 


Mktcap Price Wkly 

(million) Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E 


6.23 

DCD Media# 

245 


... -1.1 

44.74 

Dods Gp# 

13% 


... 41.0 

92.64 

Ebiquity#* 

120 


0.3 23.0 

7.66 

Edenville Energy# 

% 


... -0.7 

13.28 

Electric Word# 

3% + 

% 

... -9.2 

1,017.83 

Entertainmnt One 

236% - 

4% 

0.5 46.1 

1,156.34 

Euromoney In Inv 

1060 + 

15 

2.2 43.6 

65.04 

Future 

177% ♦ 

4 

... -2.9 

500.91 

GlobalData#* 

490 


1.0 ... 

389.02 

Gocompare.com 

93 + 

1 

... 24.4 

209.85 

IG Design Grp# 

335 - 

12 

0.7 21.6 

4.37 

Immedia Grp# 

30 



151.88 

Ind News&Med 

10% 


... 8.2 

5,380.75 

Informa* 

653 - 

7 

2.8 27.6 

463.58 

ITE Group 

174% + 

1 

3.6 ... 

7,736.84 

ITV* 

192% - 

9% 

3.3 17.3 

32.37 

Jaywing# 

37% 


... 81.8 

3,975.79 

Just Eat 

585% + 

8% 


270.33 

M&C Saatchi# 

355 


2.1 ... 

2.46 

MBL Group# 

14% 



1.61 

Mediazest# 

% 


... -6.5 

2.37 

Milestone# 

% 


... -0.7 

2.95 

Mirada# 

2% 


... -4.2 

35.85 

Mission Mktg# 

42% - 

% 

4.8 8.8 

1,893.67 

Moneysupermarket* 

348% - 

5% 

2.3 30.0 

3,750.56 

News Corp A 

981% - 

3 

1.6 ... 

2,013.27 

News Corp B 

1008% 


1.6 ... 

310.66 

Next 15 Comms# 

422 - 

4% 

1.0 ... 

0.77 

Parallel Media Gp# 

25% - 

2 

... -0.1 

5,741.66 

Pearson* 

698 - 

41% 

7.4 -2.4 

632.48 

Photo-Me 

168 - 

1% 

3.0 21.7 

1.21 

Primorus Inv# 



... -1.3 

51.93 

Quarto 

254 - 

8% 

4.2 6.9 

2.96 

Reabold Resources# 

% 



2.13 

REACT Grp# 

% 



33,274.79 

RE LX PLC* 

1625 + 

29 

2.0 29.1 

3,921.62 

Rightmove* 

4239 + 

54 

1.0 31.0 

17,130.01 

Sky 

996% + 

4 

3.2 27.6 

7.42 

SpaceandPeople# 

38 + 

14 

5.7 11.4 

1.99 

Stratmin Global Res## 1% 


... -0.4 

149.74 

STV Group* 

378% - 

7% 

2.9 11.8 

124.62 

Systeml Group# 

1020 + 

90 

0.4 40.8 

322.64 

Tarsus Gp 

285% - 

2% 

3.0 41.3 

29.90 

Totally# 

57% - 

1 

... -6.8 

310.31 

Trinity Mirror* 

111% - 

3% 

4.7 4.5 

23,193.06 

21st Cent Fox Inc A 

2203% - 

56% 

1.3 16.8 

17,419.46 

21st Cent Fox Inc B 

2181% - 

35% 

1.3 16.6 

2,832.26 

UBM* 

719 + 

19% 

3.3 35.7 

1.41 

Vela Tech# 

% 


... -2.7 

1.86 

Vitesse Media# 

2% 



226.72 

Wilmington 

260 + 

10 

3.0 ... 

21,796.99 

WPP 

1706 + 

29 

2.8 15.8 

298.44 

YouGov# 

284 - 

1 

0.4 83.5 

6.51 

Zinc Media# 

1 


... 0.3 

1,492.68 

ZPG 

357 - 

16% 

1.1 40.5 

Natural resources 

1,668.64 

Acacia Mining* 

406% + 

8 

0.9 12.0 

49.36 

AFC Energy# 

12% + 

% 

... -6.7 

4.90 

Alba Mineral Res# 

% 


... -8.6 

1.15 

Alexander Mining# 



... -0.4 

4.01 

Altona Engy# 

% 


... 90.0 

3,065.10 

Alumina 

106% + 

8% 

6.3 20.0 

2,101.96 

Amec Foster 

539 + 

4 

4.0 -3.8 

315.43 

Amerisur Res# 

26 + 

1% 


157.28 

Aminex 

4% + 

% 


37.37 

Amur Mins Corp# 

6 


... -6.2 

1.94 

Andalas Energy## 



... -0.1 

339.10 

Andes Energia# 

56 + 

2% 


4,875.50 

Anglo Amer Plat 

1807% - 

17% 


14,621.93 

Ang Am 

1041 + 

10% 

... 10.4 

21.12 

Anglo Asian Mng# 

18% + 

1% 

... -7.8 

7,630.60 

Antofagasta* 

774 + 

5 

0.3 79.0 

1.47 

Arian Silver# 

% 


... -0.3 

14.73 

Ariana Res# 

1% 


... -8.7 

4.29 

Armadale Cap# 

1% 


... -1.5 

27.92 

Asa Resource# 

1% 



34.27 

Asiamet Rsrcs# 

4% - 

% 

... -6.1 

156.35 

Atalaya Mine# 

134 - 

% 

... 34.4 

10.11 

Avocet# 

48% 


... -0.3 

5.30 

Baron Oil# 

% 


... -4.2 

4.13 

Bellzone# 

% 


... -0.3 

43.98 

Beowulf Mining# 

8% + 

% 


3.43 

Bezant Res# 

1% 


... -0.1 

24,583.68 

BHP Billiton 

1164 + 

24 

4.9 ... 

10.16 

BMR Group# 

5% - 

% 

... -7.1 

13.29 

Border & Sthn Pet# 

2% - 

% 

... -6.7 

89.75 

Bougainville 

22% + 

10 


95.73 

BowLeven# 

29% - 

1% 

... -1.0 

90,518.14 

BP* 

460 + 

8% 

6.6 ... 

38.38 

Cadence Min# 

1 


... -9.9 

22.82 

Cadogan Petrol 

9% + 

% 

... -4.6 

1,123.31 

Cairn Energy 

192% + 

3% 


52.26 

Caledonia Mining# 

99 - 

5% 

4.1 7.6 

90.23 

Caspian Sunrise# 

9% - 

1 

... -8.3 

1,834.16 

Centamin 

159% + 

1% 

8.7 12.3 

245.43 

Cent Asia Metals#* 

220 - 

8% 

6.9 11.7 

1.26 

Central Rand Gold## 

% 


... -0.1 

72.99 

Chaarat Gold# 

20% + 

% 


37.23 

Chariot Oil & Gas# 

13% + 

% 

... -5.7 

88.91 

China Nonferrous Gold Ltd#23% + 

% 


2.41 

Clontarf Energy# 

% 


... -8.3 

66.70 

Coal of Africa# 

3 


... -3.3 

32.80 

Condor Gld# 

62 + 

% 

... -9.6 

1.17 

Connemara Mining# 

1% 


... -5.8 

9.81 

Diamondcorp## 

2 


... 6.8 

128.95 

DRDGOLD 

29% - 

% 

0.3 33.5 

2.34 

ECR Minerals# 

1% 


... -0.8 

12.48 

Empyrean Energy# 

3% 


... -1.8 

428.98 

EnQuest 

37 - 

1% 

... 2.0 

7.28 

Eurasia Mining# 

% 


... -4.2 

18.67 

Europa Oil&Gas# 

7% + 

% 


2,655.91 

Evraz 

187 - 

19% 


217.23 

Exillon Energy 

134% - 

9 

... 6.6 


Mktcap Price Wkly 


(million) 

Company 

(P) 


+/- Yld% P/E 

355.53 

Faroe Petrol# 

97 

+ 

5% 

... -4.4 

933.56 

Ferrexpo* 

158% 

+ 

8% 

... 6.1 

149.74 

Firestone Dmds# 

47% 

- 

1% 

... 25.2 

11,208.15 

Fresnillo* 

1521 

+ 

102 

0.6 32.4 

30.77 

Frontera Res# 

% 



... -0.5 

9.61 

Galantas Gold# 

5% 



... -9.3 

15.56 

GCM Resources# 

24% 

+ 

5 


123.25 

Gem Diamonds 

89 

+ 

1% 

4.5 -0.9 

217.13 

Gemfields# 

39% 

- 

1% 


12.77 

GETECH# 

34 

* 

3 

... 7.2 

41,025.01 

Glencore* 

285 

- 

4 


3.55 

Global Petrol# 

1% 



... -2.1 

2,289.18 

Gold Fields 

278 % 

* 

28% 

1.3 17.2 

11.93 

Goldplat# 

7% 



... 7.4 

1.20 

Goldstone Res# 

1% 



... -1.0 

8.32 

Graphene NnoChm# 

6% 

- 

% 

... -0.2 

5.42 

Greatld Gld# 

% 



... -4.2 

135.00 

Green Drag Gas 

86% 

- 

6 


92.83 

Griffin Mining# 

54% 

- 

1 

... 20.6 

270.15 

Gulf Keystone 

117% 

+ 

6% 

... -0.1 

18.85 

Gulfsands Petlm# 

5% 

+ 

% 

... -0.2 

9.97 

HaiKe Chem# 

26 

+ 

1% 

... 23.4 

17.52 

Hardy Oil & Gas 

23% 



... -2.0 

2.70 

Herencia Res# 




... -0.2 

465.88 

Highlnd Gd Mn#* 

143% 

+ 

4 

3.4 51.7 

1,290.91 

Hochschildt 

254% 

+ 

9% 

0.4 34.9 

28.71 

Horizonte Minrls# 

2% 




906.24 

Hunting 

552 

+ 

14 

3.3 -5.2 

16.80 

Hydrodec# 

2% 



... -0.7 

32.54 

Mika# 

41% 

+ 

% 

... -7.9 

25.25 

Independ Res# 

% 



... -0.8 

759.34 

Indus Gas# 

415 



... 44.9 

2.19 

Infrastrata# 

% 



... -4.8 

14.05 

Ironveld# 

3% 




466.81 

Ithaca Energy# 

109% 

+ 

24 


45.55 

ITM Power# 

21 

- 

% 


31.12 

JKX Oil & Gas 

18% 

- 

1% 

... -0.5 

48.37 

Jubilee Plat# 

4% 

- 

% 


2.78 

Karel Diamd Res# 

% 



... -6.9 

1,986.53 

Kaz Minerals 

444% 

- 

% 

... 37.1 

18.05 

Kefi Minerals# 

5% 

- 

% 

... -2.1 

4.81 

Kemin Resources# 

2% 



... -4.3 

305.79 

Kenmare Res 

279 

+ 

4 

... -0.6 

346.00 

Lamprell 

101% 



... -2.3 

25.14 

Landore Res# 

3% 

- 

% 


5.48 

Lansdowne O&G# 

1 



... -0.1 

12.40 

LGO Energy# 

2% 

+ 

u 

... -7.4 

317.03 

Lonmin 

112% 

+ 

5% 

... -1.0 

123.51 

Mariana Res# 

95 

+ 

7% 


69.91 

Metals Explorn# 

3% 




9.44 

Minco# 

1% 




12.55 

MX Oil# 

1 



... -1.1 

5.24 

Nautilus Marine# 

14% 

- 

% 

... -0.3 

7.39 

New World Res# 

% 




8,825.76 

Norsk Hydro* 

432 

+ 

12% 

2.1 16.1 

11.41 

Northern Petroleum# 3% 



... 2.2 

2.26 

Nostra Terra# 

1% 

* 

% 

... -0.6 

895.37 

Nostrum O&G 

475% 

+ 

26% 


3.78 

Nu-Oil and Gas# 

% 



... -1.2 

2.01 

Nyota Minerals# 




... -2.8 

50.67 

Obtala# 

18% 

+ 

% 

... -3.3 

6,316.57 

Oil Search 

414% 

- 

2% 

0.9 86.9 

6.06 

Oilex# 

% 



... -0.4 

635.59 

Ophir Energy 

90 

+ 

2% 


6.38 

Ormonde Mining# 

1% 




13.24 

Orosur Mining# 

13% 

+ 

% 

... 6.5 

7.85 

Ovoca Gold# 

9% 

- 

% 

... -4.8 

346.38 

Pan African Res# 

15% 

+ 

% 

3.4 10.9 

135.96 

Pantheon Res# 

63% 

- 

4% 


51.81 

Parkmead Grp# 

52% 

+ 

7% 

... -7.7 

25.01 

Patagonia Gold# 

1% 



... 10.5 

712.47 

Petra Diamonds 

134% 

+ 

9% 

... 10.3 

4.11 

Petrel Resources# 

4% 

- 

% 


62.75 

Petro Matad# 

21% 

- 

9% 

... 52.9 

2,421.39 

Petrofac* 

700 

- 

102% 

6.4 ... 

16.09 

Petroneft Res# 

2% 

- 

% 

... -2.2 

249.43 

Petropavlovsk 

7% 



... 9.3 

67.18 

Plexus Holdings# 

63% 

- 

% 


4,447.36 

Polymetal Inti* 

1034 

+ 

42 

1.7 13.7 

254.83 

Porvair* 

562 

+ 

36% 

0.6 32.8 

301.39 

Premier Oil 

59 

+ 

1% 

... 2.8 

17.69 

Proton Power Sys# 

2% 

* 

% 

... -1.2 

95.63 

Providence Res# 

16 

- 

% 

... -3.2 

47.38 

Rambler Met&Min# 

8% 

- 

1% 

... -1.4 

6,790.38 

Randgold Res* 

7225 

+ 

355 

0.7 34.2 

25.83 

Range Resources## 

% 



... -0.6 

3.45 

Red Rock Res# 

% 

+ 

% 

... -7.2 

5.51 

Regency Mines# 

1 

+ 

% 

... -0.8 

3.59 

Richland Res# 

% 

+ 

% 

... -0.9 

14,554.41 

Rio Tinto Ltd 

3431 

+ 

84% 

5.1 16.6 

41,046.04 

Rio Tinto 

2970 

- 

9 

4.0 14.3 

97.09 

Rockhopper Expln# 

21% 



... 1.1 

4.71 

Rose Petroleum# 

% 



... -4.1 

96,025.12 

Ryl Dtch Sh A 

2145 

* 

77% 

7.0 45.7 

82,157.25 

Ryl Dtch Sh B 

2193% 

* 

76 

6.8 46.7 

205.32 

San Leon Energy# 

45% 

- 

3 

... -0.1 

77,060.11 

Schlumberger 

5545% 

- 

37% 

2.9 ... 

33.19 

Serabi Gold# 

4% 



... 9.6 

79.76 

Serica Energy# 

30% 

- 

% 

... 18.3 

44.45 

Shanta Gold# 

7% 

- 

% 

... -3.0 

25.29 

Shearwater Grp# 

4% 

* 

% 


1,031.04 

Sirius Minerals 

24% 




488.59 

SOCO Inti 

143% 

- 

2 

1.5 ... 

30.99 

Solo Oil# 

% 



... -9.8 

472.34 

Sound Energy# 

65% 

- 

5% 


1.07 

Spitfire Oil# 

4% 



... -3.3 

2.56 

Stellar Dmnd# 

6 



... -0.2 

34.38 

Sterling Energy# 

15% 

+ 

% 

... -4.9 

7.13 

Stratex Inti# 

1% 



... -0.1 

1.92 

Sunrise Resources# 

% 



... -3.0 

2.00 

Tertiary Minerals# 

% 



... -3.7 

7.15 

Tethyan Resources# 

4% 

- 

% 

... -4.3 


Mktcap Price Wkly 

(million) Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E 


15.25 

Thalassa Hldgs# 

70% 




-1.9 

3.36 

Thor Mining# 

% 




-1.8 

99,364.16 

Total SA 

4049% 

- 

7% 

5.2 

17.0 

2.47 

Tower Resources# 

2% 




-0.1 

16.94 

Tri-Star Res# 

% 




-2.5 

2,697.74 

Tullow Oil 

195 

- 

8% 


-4.3 

4.29 

Union Jack Oil Pic# 

% 




-6.5 

19.25 

Urals Energy# 

7% 

+ 

% 


-5.6 

4.74 

Uranium Res# 

% 




-0.3 

17.91 

URU Metals# 

2% 




8.5 

20.52 

Vast Res# 

% 




-2.6 

1,704.13 

Vedanta Res 

615 

- 

12% 

4.5 

-1.3 

71.90 

Victoria Oil&Gas# 

65% 




61.1 

47.40 

Volga Gas#* 

58% 

- 

% 


49.4 

14.18 

W Resources# 

% 





5.30 

Weatherly Inti# 

% 




-0.6 

13.34 

West Africa Mins# 

3% 

+ 

% 



1.73 

Westmount Engy# 

6% 




-2.5 

2,898.72 

Wood Grp CJ)* 

756% 



3.3 


5.86 

Xtract Resources# 





-0.1 

12.84 

ZCI 

23 




4.4 

Professional & 





support services 



3.15 

21st Cent Tech# 

3% 




-0.6 

513.97 

4imprint Grp* 

1830 

+ 

30 

1.9 

25.9 

1,511.42 

AAt 

247% 

- 

18% 

3.6 

20.3 

185.63 

Acal 

262% 

- 

% 

3.0 

35.9 

2,102.81 

Aggreko* 

821 

- 

37 

3.3 

16.2 

2.43 

Alpha Returns# 

% 




-9.2 

213.42 

Andrews Sykes# 

505 

+ 

65 

4.7 

19.7 

35.54 

Angle# 

47% 

- 

1 


-5.4 

7,972.63 

Ashtead 

1597 

- 

13 

1.4 

17.4 

37.85 

AssetCo# 

310 




8.2 

2,102.33 

Atkins (WS) 

2100 

- 

20 

1.7 

20.3 

30.42 

Avisen# 

4 





4,547.84 

Babcock 

899% 

- 

16 

2.8 

14.8 

54.42 

Begbies Traynor# 

51 

* 

1% 

4.3 


1,468.98 

Berendsen 

851 

- 

24 

3.7 

16.0 

14.47 

Billina Services# 

5% 


% 


3.4 

109.98 

Blancco Tech#* 

189 

- 

5 

1.0 


8,234.04 

Bunzl 

2453 

+ 

45 

1.6 

30.7 

295.80 

Cape 

244% 

# 

3% 

5.7 

-7.1 

3,676.71 

Capita 

551 

- 

24 

5.8 

99.2 

876.95 

Carillion* 

203% 

- 

11% 

9.0 

7.8 

4.42 

CEPS# 

33% 

+ 

3 


-6.3 

22.95 

Christie Group# 

86% 

+ 

1 

2.8 

16.4 

26,326.35 

Compass 

1601 

+ 

32 

1.9 

23.7 

304.00 

Connect Gp 

122% 

+ 

1 

7.7 

9.1 

152.73 

CPL Resources# 

500 



1.8 

12.8 

6,608.72 

DCC 

7445 

+ 

105 

1.3 

32.7 

635.61 

De La Rue 

624% 

- 

18% 

4.0 

13.5 

45.00 

Digital Barr# 

27% 

+ 

% 


-6.5 

1,263.18 

Dignity 

2530 

+ 

58 

0.8 

22.0 

1,260.36 

Diploma 

1113 

- 

23 

1.6 

32.8 

24.28 

Driver Group# 

45% 

+ 

1% 

2.3 

-2.8 

2,370.08 

Electrocompnts 

537 

* 

1 

2.1 


1,472.40 

Essentra 

560 

- 

1 

3.7 


15,906.26 

Experian 

1687 

- 

6 

1.8 

25.1 

36.24 

FIH Group# 

291% 

- 

3% 


19.8 

4,932.52 

G4S* 

317% 

- 

% 

2.9 

24.4 

95.40 

Gattaca# 

302 

- 

15 

7.6 

11.3 

3.29 

Grafenia# 

7% 



3.4 


104.35 

Hargeaves Serv# 

327 

+ 

2% 

0.7 


5.45 

Havelock Euro# 

13% 




-8.7 

2,502.83 

Hays 

173% 

* 

1 

1.6 

20.7 

18.48 

HML Hldgs# 

41 



0.7 

17.0 

228.72 

HRG Hogg Rob 

70% 

+ 

% 

3.5 

11.9 

2,160.95 

Homeserve 

695% 

- 

1% 

1.8 

35.3 

397.20 

Impellam Grp# 

789 

- 

1 

2.1 

9.1 

14.20 

InterQuest# 

37% 

+ 

% 

6.6 


358.09 

Interserve 

245% 

f 

5% 

9.5 

5.2 

6,728.37 

Intertek 

4169 

+ 

9 

1.3 

26.5 

3,127.55 

IWG* 

341% 

+ 

% 

1.3 

26.8 

476.39 

Johnson Srvce#* 

130 

- 

3 

1.6 

24.0 

1,245.26 

Kier Gp* 

1278 

- 

48 

5.0 

68.3 

173.33 

Latham (J)# 

882% 

- 

12% 

1.4 

16.5 

136.13 

Lok'n Store#* 

465 

* 

12% 

1.9 

39.6 

245.23 

Lon Security# 

2000 

+ 

150 

3.8 

18.6 

219.25 

LSL Prop Services 

210% 

+ 

6 

5.9 

4.3 

87.25 

Macfarlane* 

64 

- 

% 

2.8 

13.7 

131.32 

Maintel Hldgs#* 

925 



3.2 

58.5 

3.46 

Malvern Inti# 

3% 




-1.3 

43.45 

Management Cns 

8% 

+ 

% 


-4.2 

519.75 

Mears Group 

505 

- 

9% 

2.2 

21.5 

1.52 

Medilink-Global# 

1% 




-0.7 

585.10 

Menzies (John) 

701% 

+ 

14 

2.1 

59.4 

4.99 

Mi-Pay Gp# 

12 





858.48 

MITIEGp 

238% 

+ 

3 

5.0 


4.25 

MobilityOne# 

4 




25.6 

50.81 

Mortice# 

92 





37.56 

Murgitroyd# 

417% 

* 

10 

3.8 

14.0 

2.21 

Nakama Gp# 

1% 




13.0 

7.43 

Nature Grp# 

9% 




-2.7 

5.98 

Newmark Sec# 

1% 



7.8 

4.1 

11.68 

Norish# 

39 

+ 

1 

3.3 

26.0 

6.04 

Norm Broadbent# 

14% 

* 

2% 


-6.4 

9.87 

Northern Bear# 

55 

- 

1 

3.6 

6.1 

698.80 

Northgate 

524% 

- 

5% 

2.7 

11.2 

69.32 

NWF Grp# 

142% 

+ 

4 

3.7 

11.6 

1,631.11 

PageGroup 

499% 

- 

3% 

2.3 

21.6 

14.99 

PCI-PAL# 

47% 

+ 

1% 

0.3 


13.78 

Petards# 

38 

+ 

2% 


23.4 

2.02 

PHSC# 

13% 



10.9 

-2.5 

10.60 

Porta Comms# 

3% 




-2.3 

6.93 

PowerHouse Egy# 

% 





11.75 

Prime People# 

96 

+ 

1 

8.2 

7.1 

2.35 

Progility# 

1% 




-2.1 

98.24 

Record 

44% 

- 

% 

3.7 

17.6 

22.01 

Redhall Group# 

11 

+ 

1% 



64.57 

RedT Energy# 

9% 

* 

% 


-9.4 

291.05 

Renew Hldgs# 

465 

- 

9% 

1.5 

19.9 

4,762.37 

Rentokil Itlt 

259% 

+ 

4% 

1.1 

28.5 

479.17 

Restore# 

425 

+ 

1 

0.8 

43.3 

489.10 

Ricardo 

920 

+ 

12 

1.9 

19.7 


Mktcap Price Wkly 


(million) 

Company 

(p) 


+/- Yld% 

P/E 

331.88 

Robert Walters 

445% 


4% 

1.6 

17.5 

4,305.00 

Royal Mail 

430% 

+ 

17 

4.9 

20.1 

3,363.03 

RPC 

810% 

- 

17% 

2.1 

32.2 

606.10 

RPS Group* 

270% 

+ 

% 

3.6 

23.9 

8.07 

RTC Group# 

55% 

- 

1 

5.5 

10.2 

795.90 

RWS Hldgs# 

348% 

- 

5% 

1.4 

38.7 

421.97 

SafeCharge Int Gp#* 

285 

+ 

21 

4.0 

20.3 

85.59 

Science Group# 

217% 

+ 

% 

1.8 

31.9 

1,314.98 

Serco Gp 

119% 

+ 

% 


79.8 

6.25 

Servision# 

4% 

+ 

% 


-2.4 

32.15 

Servoca# 

26 

+ 

% 

1.1 

12.2 

5,152.93 

Smurfit Kappa* 

2176 

- 

16 

2.7 

14.1 

334.75 

Staffline Gp# 

1202 

+ 

32 

1.9 

20.4 

412.18 

SThreet 

319 

+ 

1% 

4.3 

15.4 

41.82 

Synectics# 

235 

+ 

15 

0.4 

26.7 

22.67 

Tanfield# 

14% 





179.88 

Tribal# 

91% 

- 

% 



24.61 

Universe Grp# 

10% 

+ 

% 


14.9 

28.39 

Vianet# 

101% 

+ 

4% 

5.6 

20.1 

16.93 

Vipera# 

6% 

+ 

% 



43.06 

Waterman Grp 

140 

+ 

63% 

2.1 

19.4 

15.29 

Westminster# 

13% 

+ 

3 


-4.7 

0.86 

Work Group## 

3 




-1.0 

15.72 

World Car Netk# 

207 % 

+ 

7% 

1.6 

11.5 

6,326.00 

Worldpay 

316% 

♦ 

2 



2.65 

YOLO Leisure# 





-1.1 

Retailing 

669.83 

AO World 

146 


1 



5,125.10 

ASOS# 

6143 

+ 

132 



4,095.00 

Auto Trader 

420 

+ 

9% 

0.3 

29.3 

3,599.00 

B&M European 

359% 

* 

22 

1.3 

27.6 

3,466.25 

Booker Gp 

194% 

4 

% 

1.9 

27.2 

748.25 

Brown (N) 

264 

+ 

1% 

5.3 

14.1 

75.00 

Cambria Auto# 

75 

+ 

5 

1.2 

8.3 

1,087.98 

Card Factory* 

319% 

- 

4% 

2.7 

16.5 

148.70 

Carpetright 

219 

t 

% 


33.1 

140.17 

CPPGroup# 

16% 

♦ 

1 



23.37 

Crawshaw Group# 

29% 

- 

% 

1.9 


798.71 

CVS Group# 

1250 

- 

30 

0.2 

77.6 

9,128.01 

Dairy Farm Inti 

674% 

- 

14% 

2.4 

24.5 

613.42 

Debenhams 

49% 

- 

1% 

6.8 

7.5 

578.01 

DFS Furn 

273 % 

- 

8% 

4.0 

11.5 

1,251.44 

Dunelm 

620% 

+ 

7 

4.0 

14.5 

173.10 

Findel 

200% 

- 

1% 



1.00 

Flying Brands# 

3% 




-3.1 

36.22 

French Conn 

37% 

+ 

% 



75.18 

Game Digital 

44 

+ 

2% 

7.7 

33.8 

1,086.41 

Greggs* 

1074 

- 

3 

2.8 

18.9 

715.63 

Halfords 

359% 

- 

8% 

4.7 

12.3 

2,932.40 

Howden Join 

465% 

- 

6% 

2.2 

15.8 

3,507.73 

Inchcape 

837% 

+ 

6 

2.5 

19.6 

4,314.34 

JD Sports 

443% 

- 

% 

0.3 

35.5 

7,777.77 

Kingfisher* 

349% 

+ 

12% 

2.8 

13.6 

495.71 

Lookers* 

125 

+ 

1 

2.6 

7.0 

263.56 

Majestic Wine# 

370 

- 

21% 



6,130.10 

Marks Spencer 

377 % 

+ 

2 

4.9 

24.5 

5,659.20 

Morrison (W) 

242% 

+ 

3% 

2.1 

18.7 

110.88 

Moss Bros 

110 

+ 

7 

5.1 

20.4 

222.98 

Mothercare 

130% 

+ 

2 


36.0 

6,389.61 

Next 

4345 

+ 

111 

3.6 

9.9 

1,668.76 

Ocado Gp 

265 

+ 

5% 



499.92 

Pendragon* 

35 

- 

% 

4.0 

9.2 

809.50 

Pets at Home 

161% 

- 

17 

4.6 

10.5 

2,315.39 

Saga* 

207 

- 

3% 

3.7 

14.7 

5,796.21 

Sainsbury J* 

264% 

- 

% 

4.5 

11.3 

1,947.05 

Smith WH 

1748 

- 

20 

2.5 

17.8 

2,023.02 

Sothebys 

3840% 


119% 


32.6 

1,710.26 

Sports Direct Inti 

304% 

- 

3 


8.1 

15.21 

Stanley Gbbns# 

8% 

- 

% 


-0.1 

1,288.72 

SuperGroup 

1584 

+ 

13 


32.3 

1,165.71 

Ted Baker 

2639 

- 

95 

1.8 

25.2 

14,622.04 

Tesco 

178% 

- 

% 


69.3 

199.86 

Topps Tiles 

101% 

- 

1% 

2.3 

15.1 

536.96 

Total Produce#* 

167 

- 

1% 

1.4 

22.2 

9.87 

Utd Carpets# 

12% 

+ 

1% 

3.2 

7.9 

2.98 

Uvenco UK# 

4 




-0.8 

Technology 

12.22 

Access Intell# 

4% 




-3.8 

12.20 

Adept4# 

5% 

+ 

% 


-6.7 

353.71 

Allied Minds 

151 

+ 

1 


-4.2 

148.16 

Amino Techs# 

210 

- 

1 

2.6 

55.7 

21.40 

Artilium# 

6% 

- 

% 



1,301.27 

AVEVA Grp 

2034 

+ 

11 

1.7 

47.9 

86.66 

Bango# 

132% 

- 

4% 



76.09 

BATM Adv Corns 

18% 

- 

% 



129.79 

Berkeley Res# 

51 

+ 

9 



11.20 

BOS Global Ltd# 

16% 

+ 

2% 


-0.3 

61.27 

Brady# 

73% 



2.5 


27.67 

BSD Crown# 

25% 




-1.8 

4.89 

CloudBuy# 

3% 




-1.1 

81.91 

CML Micro 

487% 

+ 

52% 

1.4 

23.9 

1,000.52 

Computacenter* 

815% 

- 

4 

2.7 

15.5 

66.54 

Concurrent Tech# 

91% 

+ 

16 

2.1 

23.4 

24.46 

Corero# 

7% 

- 

% 


-1.6 

322.19 

Craneware# 

1195 



1.4 

34.8 

14.17 

Crimson Tide# 

3% 

- 

% 


52.0 

32.13 

CyanConn Hldgs# 

% 




-0.2 

64.33 

D4t4 Solutions# 

169% 

+ 

8% 

1.1 

18.9 

18.09 

Dillistone Group# 

92 

+ 

1% 

4.4 

15.0 

119.61 

Earthport# 

24% 

- 

1% 



14.86 

eg solutions# 

65% 




93.5 

36.23 

Elecosoft#* 

47 



0.3 

29.3 

8.32 

Elec Data Prc 

65% 



7.6 

52.8 

33.61 

eServGlobal# 

5% 




-1.0 

965.52 

Fidessa Gp* 

2498 

+ 

17 

1.5 

32.6 

27.67 

Filtronic# 

13% 

+ 

2% 


-1.4 

636.71 

First Derivts# 

2559 

- 

19 

0.5 

81.7 

10.60 

Forbidden Tech# 

5% 

+ 

% 


-3.6 

38.69 

Frontier Smart# 

90% 

I 

1% 



584.68 

GB Group# 

385% 

+ 

30% 

0.5 

61.1 

101.24 

GreshamTech 

150% 




38.3 

3.23 

Imaginatik# 

2% 




-2.4 

286.78 

Imagination Tc 

101 

+ 

3% 


-4.8 

13.74 

IndigoVision#* 

180% 



1.6 

-5.9 


Mktcap Price Wkly 

(million) Company (p) +/■ Yld% P/E 


35.53 

Ingenta# 

210 - 

5 

... 35.1 

27.91 

Intercede# 

56% + 

4% 

... -6.3 

317.46 

lomart# 

294% - 

2% 

1.0 26.7 

448.41 

IQE# 

66 + 

4% 

... 17.9 

89.82 

K3 Business Tch# 

249% 


0.6 20.2 

717.02 

Laird 

146% - 

2% 

6.8 -4.6 

3,816.10 

LG Electronics 

1171% + 

147% 

1.3 82.8 

58.06 

Lombard Risk# 

14% - 

% 

0.2 ... 

5,661.48 

Micro Focus Inti 2465 - 

185 

2.1 42.3 

202.98 

Microgen* 

334 + 

7 

1.2 33.4 

12.82 

MTI Wireless# 

24% + 

1% 

3.4 15.1 

85.77 

Nanoco Gp 

36 + 

5 

... -7.9 

50.71 

Nasstar# 

8% 


0.5 ... 

94.66 

Netcall# 

68 


4.4 50.0 

9.15 

Northamber#* 

32% 


1.8 -8.0 

14.07 

OneView# 

4 


... -5.7 

1.11 

On Line# 

14% - 

% 

... 55.7 

59.98 

Oxford Metrics# 

48% + 

% 

1.3 28.0 

12.00 

Parity# 

11% 


... 14.1 

30.14 

Pennant Inti# 

91% - 

1% 

... 15.1 

3,073.48 

Playtech* 

968% + 

30% 

2.6 19.3 

24.53 

Premaitha# 

10% + 

% 

... -1.7 

93.82 

Proactis Hldgs# 

187 - 

% 

0.7 31.1 

1,722.71 

QinetiQ 

303% 


1.8 18.1 

31.70 

RedstoneConnect# 

1% 


... 15.2 

240.17 

RhythmOne# 

48% + 

4% 


142.98 

RM 

173 - 

6% 

3.0 12.0 

7,452.60 

Sage Gp* 

689% - 

10% 

2.0 30.4 

46.76 

Sanderson Gp# 

85 - 

% 

2.5 19.7 

32.26 

SciSys# 

111 + 

6% 

2.0 14.8 

488.21 

SDL* 

596% + 

5 

0.5 59.0 

63.17 

Seeing Machines# 

4% + 

% 

... -2.6 

55.51 

Sepura 

15 + 

3% 

6.4 -0.7 

10.54 

SimiGon#* 

20% 


2.1 6.8 

864.33 

Softcat 

437% + 

8% 

1.2 22.6 

1,569.53 

Sophos Gp 

341% 


0.4 ... 

769.27 

Spirent Comms 

125% + 

8% 

2.4 ... 

61.89 

SRT Marine# 

48% + 

1% 


81.86 

Statpro#* 

126% - 

1 

2.2 ... 

6.97 

Stilo Inti#* 

6% 


1.4 21.8 

18.40 

Tavistock# 

3% + 

% 

... -4.1 

15,609.60 

Tele. Ericsson 

508% - 

4% 

8.2 ... 

426.33 

Telit Comms# 

367 + 

19 

1.8 32.3 

6.50 

Touchstar# 

103 - 

3 

... -1.0 

116.61 

Tracsis# 

417% - 

3% 

0.2 38.9 

38.14 

TRAKm8 Hldgs# 

117% + 

28% 

1.7 16.5 

11.15 

Triad Grp 

72 + 

1 

... 6.7 

24.49 

UK Oil& Gas# 

% " 

% 

... -6.7 

181.44 

WANdisco# 

482% - 

2% 


15.60 

Water Intel# 

130 - 

6 

... 30.4 

287.66 

Xaar 

369% + 

3% 

2.6 19.5 

8.08 

Zoo Digital# 

11 + 

1 

... -9.4 

Telecoms 

77.62 

AdEPT Telecom# 

327% - 

2% 

1.9 35.9 

30,474.12 

BT Group 

305% - 

3% 

4.7 12.7 

3,752.47 

Dixons Carphone 

325 % + 

% 

... 15.3 

80.33 

EVR Holdings# 

8% - 

% 


3,490.87 

Inmarsat* 

770% + 

9% 

5.5 17.9 

480.44 

KCOM 

93 + 

5 % 

6.3 7.3 

2.63 

Mobile Streams# 

2% 


... -0.6 

20.01 

Mobile Tornado# 

7% + 

% 


52.15 

Monitise# 

2% - 

% 

... -1.5 

53.91 

MXC Capl# 

1% 


... -2.4 

44.89 

Sigma Roc# 

43% + 

2% 

... -0.3 

1,607.27 

TalkTalk 

168% - 

23% 

9.4 54.2 

1,003.50 

Telecom Plus 

1247 + 

33 

3.6 28.9 

56,188.45 

Vodafone Gp 

211 + 

6 

5.9 -8.6 

3.83 

Zamano# 

3% 


... 2.5 

Transport 

63.64 

Air Partner 

121% + 

9% 

19.8 5.2 

3,116.95 

BBA Aviation* 

302 - 

11% 

3.3 ... 

91.73 

Braemar Ship 

304 - 

9% 

8.5 13.8 

880.63 

Clarkson 

2916 - 

2 

2.1 24.5 

939.26 

Dart# 

633% + 

7 

0.6 8.9 

5,139.87 

easyJet 

1294 + 

34 

4.2 12.0 

54.99 

FastJet# 

16% 


... -0.2 

1,728.30 

FirstGroup 

143 + 

6% 

... 16.6 

848.57 

Fisher (James) 

1691 + 

33 

1.4 21.4 

803.81 

Go-Ahead 

1869 + 

67 

5.1 12.0 

12,600.29 

Inti Cons Air 

599 - 

4% 

3.0 8.2 

847.31 

Irish Cont Uts 

449% + 

9% 

1.7 21.4 

1,878.59 

Natl Express* 

367 + 

8% 

3.1 16.6 

386.34 

Ocean Wilson* 

1092% - 

22% 

4.3 22.1 

17,347.77 

Ryanair 

1424% - 

% 

... 16.0 

1,225.28 

Stagecoach 

213% + 

4 

5.0 12.5 

846.85 

Stobart Gp Ord 

246 + 

23% 

2.4 49.5 

26.72 

Sutton Harbour# 

27% - 

% 

... 59.0 

338.76 

Wincanton 

273% - 

1% 

... 5.7 

1,084.05 

Wizz Air Hldgs 

1890 + 

90 

... 9.3 

Utilities 

10,567.72 

Centrica* 

192% - 

6% 

6.2 6.1 

1,319.83 

Drax Group* 

324% + 

2% 

0.8 6.9 

117.59 

IGas Energy# 

4% 


... -1.8 

49.76 

Jersey Electricity 

427% + 

2% 

3.0 11.3 

98.17 

KSK Power Vent 

56 + 

1 

... -1.5 

17.89 

Modern Water# 

22% + 

4% 

... -8.5 

39,146.28 

Natl Grid 

1043 + 

22% 

4.1 19.1 

149.39 

OPG Power# 

42% - 

4% 

... 6.5 

3,643.87 

Pennon 

875 + 

25% 

3.6 23.7 

7.58 

Rurelec# 

1% 


... -0.3 

5,744.74 

Severn Trent 

2435 + 

62 

3.3 15.0 

14,600.35 

SSE 

1444 + 

20 

6.1 19.5 

7,002.99 

Utd Utilities 

1027 + 

31% 

3.7 16.3 

♦AIM company; # Price at suspension; f 

■ Ex divi- 

dend; $ 

Ex scrip; A Ex rights issue; ▼ Ex all; § Ex 

capital distribution; * figures or report awaited; 

. . .No significant data. Companies in bold are con- 
stituents of the FTSE 100 Index. Investment Cos 
sector Nav Dis or Prm supplied by Morningstar. 
Seethetimes.co.uk/tto/business/markets 


MORNINGS!’ ESSr. 

purposes only. No offer is made by 
Morningstar or this publication 




STANDARD OLEANDERS 

just 1 0 .49 

£ l ^ EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
FOR JUST £24.98 


EXTRA BONUS OFFER 


Pair of Tulipa 11" 
Diameter Square 
Planters 

Classic square planters 
made from strong, 
durable plastic and hand- 
wash-painted in gold. 
Perfect for your Standard 
Oleander! 

130150 


NOW £6.99 
SAVE £3.00! 


YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS 

I enclose cheque/PO payable to C 

YouGarden (name & address on back) for L. 

Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card number: 


OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU 

1 If you're not totally happy with your order, return it 
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full. 

2 Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter, we’ll 
replace free of charge. You just pay the P&P. T) 

Peter McDermott, Head Gardener 


O 


Start Date 


Expiry Date 


Issue No. Security Code 


— INTRODUCING WINTER HARDY — 

PATIO STANDARD 
OLEANDERS 


Give your front door, conservatory, patio or 
balcony a sunny uplifting Mediterranean 
feel with these breathtaking 2ft tall 
winter hardy Oleander. Easy to grow, 

Oleanders thrive on neglect, surviving 
hot, dry weather or temperatures as low 
as -5°C ...no wonder it's one of the UK’s favourite 
hardy exotics! 

We have a limited number of these mature, 
well-established plants available. Supplied at 2ft 
tall in large pots, they can be seen at over £30 each in 
garden centres. 

Take advantage of this limited time offer and you 
can buy one for just £14.99. 

Or, save an extra £5 and buy two for only £24.98 - 
that's just £12.49 each! 


Item: 680123 - Pink 


YOUR ORDER DETAILS 


Item 

Description 

Price 

Qty 

Subtotal 

680123 

Pink 60cm Tall Patio Standard Oleander in Large Pot 

£14.99 



BUY 2 PINK - JUST £14.99 EACH - SAVE £5.00! 

£24.98 



680124 

Red 60cm Tall Patio Standard Oleander in Large Pot 

£14.99 



BUY 2 RED - JUST £14.99 EACH - SAVE £5.00! 

£24.98 



680125 

White 60cm Tall Patio Standard Oleander in Large Pot 

£14.99 



BUY 2 WHITE - JUST £14.99 EACH - SAVE £5.00! 

£24.98 




These special offers go perfectly with your Patio Standard Oleander 


130150 

Pair of Tulipa 11" Diameter Square Planters SAVE £3! 

£6.99 



100048 

Blooming Fast Superior Soluble Fertiliser - 750gTub SAVE £3! 

£9.99 




JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB TODAY! 

SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order! 

Was £20 NOW 75% OFF... SAVING £15.00! 


£5.00 


YOUR DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Deduct 10% (IQp in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club 

Delivery to UK Mainland only. A £6.00 surcharge will Add PP&I 


£6.99 


apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, DD8-1 1, 
GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, 
TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details. 


TOTAL 

ORDER 

VALUE 


SUPPL ED 


2FT 

TALL 


NEW ‘BLOOMING FAST' 


Superior Soluble 
Fertiliser - 750g Tub 

Nature's way to feed your plants! Relied 
upon by generations of gardeners, this 
multipurpose feed is ideal for use all 
around your garden. 

ONLY £9.99 -100048 


Patio Standard Flowering Oleander 

60-70cm Tall Tree In A Large Pot - Just £14.99 Each 

BUY 2 FOR £24.98 SAVE £5.00! 

• Smothered in beautiful hot-pink 
blooms all summer long! 

• Incredible instant impact for 
any garden! 

• One of the UK's favourite hardy exotics 

• Perfect for patio pots, or framing a 
door or gateway 

• Lush, evergreen foliage for 
year-round interest 

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER NOW! 

1 Visit YouCarden.com/TMi34 

2 Phone 0844 6 569 569 


Calls cost 5p per min plus your network's access charge. 


USE CODE 

TM134 


3 By post using the coupon 

Offer TM134, YouGarden, PO Box 63 7, Wetherby Road, York Y026 ODQ 

Offer available while stocks last. Note: We use several varieties of pink, ranging from dark hot pink 
to pale pink. Exact colour may vary. © YouGarden Ltd 2017 


V 




trif* 


Item: 680124 -Red 


You choose from Pink, 
Red or white 


VIDEO 


liMiue 


Important: Contact with 
Oleander foliage and its sap 
may irritate the skin. All parts 
of the Oleander Plant are toxic 
if ingested. 


BUY 2 - SAVE £5.00! 


Introducing... 'Patio Standard' Oleander 
...A Profusion Of Hot-Pink Blooms 
All Summer Long, 


□ Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us. 
fZf Yes, I would like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter. 

© YouGarden Limited 2017. 


GOLD 

TRUSTED MERCHANT 

★ ★★★★ 
feefo es 


— AD CODE — 

TM134 


«^fden 
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Working on superconductors 
inside the Soviet Union 

Alexei Abrikosov 
Page 50 



Register 


Brendan Duddy 


Lives remembered 


Dr Jon Prinz 


Businessman who became a secret channel between the Provisional IRA and the British during the Troubles 


NIALL CARSON/PA 



Duddy’s friendship with Martin McGuinness came about when the future IRA leader made deliveries to his chip shop 


The first meeting between Brendan 
Duddy and Martin McGuinness was an 
inauspicious one. Duddy, in his early 
thirties, was a Catholic businessman 
who ran a fish-and-chip shop in the 
Bogside area of Londonderry. McGuin- 
ness, no older than 17, was a butcher’s 
boy, running errands for his employer, 
which included delivering hamburger 
meat to Duddy. Four years later they 
would begin a relationship that would 
ultimately play an important role in 
bringing peace to Northern Ireland. 

According to Duddy, McGuinness 
“used to chat up the girls behind the 
counter and had absolutely no interest 
in politics”. In this sense, the two made 
a natural fit. Both were practising Ca- 
tholics from humble beginnings, living 
in a city dominated by its Protestant 
and Unionist minority. Each was from a 
family that, while nationalist by persua- 
sion and thus supportive of a united Ire- 
land, had no connections to the IRA or 
any wish to participate in violence. 

Crucially, both were transformed by 
what became known as the Battle of the 
Bogside, the bitter struggle for civil 
rights between republicans and others 
in Derry on the one side and the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary on the other, 
backed by the Unionist government at 
Stormont. The conflict, which began in 
1969, reached its climax on Bloody Sun- 
day, in January 1972, when 14 protesters 
were shot dead by the British Army, 
with a dozen more injured, many of 
them seriously. 

McGuinness (obituary, March 22, 
2017) had committed to the armed 
struggle in 1969 and at the time of 
Bloody Sunday was second in com- 
mand of the Provisional IRA. Duddy, 
by contrast, was developing interests in 
hotels and catering in Londonderry. 
Appalled by the worsening conflict, he 
was determined to do anything he 
could to help defuse tensions. 

Instrumental in all this was Duddy’s 
friendship with Chief Superintendent 
Frank Lagan from the RUC, a fellow 
Catholic and Derryman, who had risen 
to command the city’s police in the 
period immediately before the events 
of 1972. Lagan was a police officer first 
and foremost, but he was moderate in 
his opinions and a supporter of the kind 
of community policing that was the op- 
posite of that applied to Londonderry at 
the outset of the Troubles. 

British intelligence, then beginning 
to take an interest in what was happen- 
ing, was the first to approach Duddy, 
knowing of his links to Lagan. But it was 
the chief superintendent who, in the 
build-up to the Bogside shootings, per- 
suaded his friend to talk to both wings 
of the IRA in an attempt to get them to 
remove their weapons. In this endeav- 
our Duddy had only limited success, 
but in the event it was the shooting, sub- 
sequently ruled in the official inquiry to 
be unlawful, of the unarmed protesters 
that forged the unlikely partnership 
between Duddy and McGuinness. 

The link was completed by the emer- 
gence of an eminence grise of lasting 
importance: Michael Oatley, an MI6 
agent, dispatched by Sir Maurice Old- 
field, the new head of the secret intelli- 
gence service, to find out what was hap- 
pening in Northern Ireland and what 
could be done to stop it. Oatley, listed as 
a political adviser to William Whitelaw, 


the Northern Ireland secretary, devel- 
oped an early rapport with Duddy. 

Unknown to anyone on the outside, 
Duddy kept in close touch with both 
McGuinness and Oatley throughout 
the ensuing years. He brokered an IRA 
ceasefire in 1975 that lasted until March 
the following year, during which, de- 
spite much talk of “confidence-building 
measures” on both sides, there was little 
likelihood of an agreed settlement. 

Undeterred, he remained at the heart 

Duddy was determined 
to do anything he could 
to help defuse tensions 

of the secret dialogue that gradually 
took shape between the warring sides, 
bringing republicans into direct and in- 
direct discussions with British repre- 
sentatives and helping to promote the 
involvement of the Irish government in 
Dublin. Although his efforts achieved 
only limited success, they opened doors 
that never entirely closed. 

Meanwhile, the conflict went on. 
When Provisonal IRA prisoners, led by 
Bobby Sands, began a hunger strike in 
the Maze prison in 1981, Oatley used 
Duddy to intervene with the republican 
leadership. His efforts were personally 
approved by Margaret Thatcher, only 
to come to grief when Joe McDonnell, 
the first hunger-striker, died on July 8 
after refusing food for 61 days. 

Ten years later, in November 1991, 


Duddy made his most decisive inter- 
vention. The conflict had by then gone 
on for 22 years and cost nearly 3,000 
lives. What happened was described in 
The Guardian by Peter Taylor, the 
veteran film-maker, who had inter- 
viewed Duddy for his 2008 BBC docu- 
mentary, The Secret Peacemaker. 

Duddy had arranged a dinner to 
mark Oatley’s retirement from MI6. It 
was held at the home of one of his 
neighbours, a woman who used to 
smuggle arms for the IRA. As the plates 
were being cleared away there was a 
knock at the door and in came 
McGuinness. He was still a senior IRA 
commander but, increasingly, an influ- 
ential leader of Sinn Fein. He was look- 
ing for a way out of the cycle of violence. 

Oatley was taken by surprise, but was 
soon persuaded to sit around the fire 
and talk, which he and McGuinness did 
for the next two hours. He would recall 
that the conversation was “rather like 
talking to a ranking British Army offi- 
cer of one of the tougher regiments, like 
the Paras or the SAS”. Duddy told Tay- 
lor that he was amazed by what took 
place, claiming the encounter as the 
moment that McGuinness the politi- 
cian emerged from the fog of war. 

Over the next months and years 
Duddy, known to both sides as “the 
Contact,” continued his mediation, 
now working with Oatley’s replace- 
ment, an agent he referred to as Fred. 
There would be setbacks and disap- 
pointments, the result either of mis- 
communication or of disputes within 
Sinn Fein about the desirability or 


otherwise of compromise with Britain. 
At one point, after a mix up in which 
McGuinness was falsely reported to 
have told London “the conflict is over”, 
a group of senior republicans, including 
Gerry Adams, arrived at Duddy’s home 
to interrogate him. Even then, the qui- 
etly-spoken businessman refused to 
give up, helping to deliver another 
ceasefire in 1994. 

Brendan Duddy was born in the Bog- 
side area of Londonderry in June 1936 
and educated locally. As well as being a 
peacemaker he also became a success- 
ful entrepreneur. He acquired and ran a 
number of well-known hotels, as well as 
a thriving fashion business. 

All six of his children, Brendan Jr, 
Lawrence, Patricia, Paula, Shauna and 
Tonya, are involved in the family busi- 
ness. He is survived by them and by his 
wife Margo, who for more than 50 years 
stood at his side. 

Jonathan Powell, who as chief of staff 
to Tony Blair, was privy to the negotia- 
tions leading up to the Good Friday ac- 
cords, wrote in Great Hatred; Little 
Room — Making Peace in Northern Ire- 
land, that Duddy was key to what hap- 
pened. After news of Duddy’s death was 
announced, Archbishop Eamon Mar- 
tin, the Catholic primate of all-Ireland, 
tweeted: “In a world of violence, con- 
flict and threats of war, we need more 
people like Brendan Duddy who work 
for peace and the common good.” 

Brendan Duddy, businessman, was born 
on June 10, 1936. He died after a long 
illness on May 12, 2017, aged 80 


David Kilcast writes: 
In researching how 
we manipulate, 
consume and per- 
ceive food, few 
could match the in- 
ventive mind of Jon 
Prinz (obituary, 
May 6). At dinner 
with him the evening before I was due 
to give the opening presentation at a 
food mastication symposium in the US 
in 2006, 1 broke my incisor biting into a 
soft bread roll (yes). He immediately of- 
fered to try to reattach it with a paper 
clip, using a technique that he had been 
practising. I hurriedly, and probably 
mistakenly, declined his kind but 
alarming offer. In subsequent years the 
offending incisor has fallen off at regu- 
lar intervals. It is wobbling right now. 



Roberta Peters 

Courtney Kenny 
writes: I saw Rober- 
ta Peters (obituary, 
March 6) perform 
during the 1970s 
when I was the co- 
director of an 
- opera summer 
school, at the Blos- 
som Festival of the Cleveland Orches- 
tra and Kent State University in Ohio. 

An hour’s drive away was a company 
called the Kenley Players, who pro- 
duced a weekly series of star-studded 
productions. My colleagues and I used 
to go most weeks to see a performance, 
and on one occasion the company gave 
a production of Bitter Sweet, starring 
Peters as Sarah. The “theatre” was an 
old car showroom, very long and rather 
narrow, and was set up to use micro- 
phones. There were six of these, on 
stands, spaced along the front of the 
stage, and when Miss Peters sang, she 
positioned herself exactly between 
mikes, so we could hear her stunning 
unamplified voice. 



Sir Ewen Fergusson 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind 
writes: Sir Ewen 
Fergusson (obitu- 
ary April 27) was a 
great diplomat, a 
splendid sportsman 
and had a deep 
sense of mischief. 
When he stayed 
with us in Scotland he informed me 
that he had not been to Murrayfield 
since his sporting triumphs 50 years 
earlier. There was an international that 
weekend and I phoned the Scottish 
Rugby Union, who greeted him as a 
hero and gave him a day to remember. 

We once stayed with him at the em- 
bassy in Paris and he showed us around 
his palatial residence. When we point- 
ed out that one of the alcoves in the hall 
was empty of statuary he summoned 
our daughter, Caroline, and son, Hugo, 
and stood towering over them in the al- 
cove, much more attractive than the 
marble effigies on either side. 



I If you would like to add a personal view or 
' recollection to a published obituary, you 
can send your contribution by post to Times 
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1 
9GF, or by email to tributes(9thetimes.co.uk 
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Alexei Abrikosov 

Nobel prizewinning scientist from the Soviet Union renowned for his work on superconductors and some trenchant opinions 


ALAMY 



Abrikosov, right, with Nikolai Brandt, his fellow physicist in 1975. His links with private companies were frowned upon 


Foreign travel was a challenge for 
Russia’s leading scientists during the 
Cold War, with Communist leaders 
fearful that rival countries might poach 
the Soviet Union’s finest minds. 

Among the brightest was Alexei 
Abrikosov, who applied his intellect to 
devising itineraries as well as advancing 
physics. On one occasion he was part of 
a group who wanted to climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro for fun. It was sold to their 
superiors as a scientific expedition. On 
their return, asked what vital new dis- 
coveries the trip had produced, one 
replied: “It was very cold.” 

For rather more profound revela- 
tions, Abrikosov won the Nobel prize in 
physics in 2003, with the Russian Vitaly 
Ginzburg (obituary, November 10, 
2009), and the British-born, US-based 
Sir Anthony Leggett, for pioneering 
contributions to the theory of super- 
conductors and superfluids. 

Superconductors are materials, such 
as lead, that conduct electricity with no 
resistance when cooled to very low 
temperatures but lose effectiveness in 
strong magnetic fields. A class of super- 
conductors known as type-II are able to 
maintain their conducting effect even 
when faced with a magnetic field. Be- 
ginning in the 1950s, Abrikosov theo- 
rised that in these type-II materials, 
magnetic fields penetrate in vortices, 
like a set of burrowing columns — but 
away from these vortices, the material 
still has superconducting potential. 

“Imagine you can punch holes in a ta- 
ble — as long as you don’t punch too 
many holes, the table’s still there,” said 
Mike Norman, a former colleague at 
Argonne National Laboratory near 
Chicago. Understanding this structural 
effect has helped scientists to harness 
the superconducting abilities of the 
materials while generating substantial 
magnetic fields. 

The “Abrikosov vortex lattice” has 
influenced the development of mag- 
netic field technology that carries high 
currents, including magnetic reso- 
nance imaging (MRI) machines, 
mobile phone masts and particle accel- 
erators such as the Large Hadron Col- 
lider near Geneva. 

Abrikosov also conducted research 
into topics such as astrophysics and 
condensed matter physics, which ex- 


amines what happens when atoms in- 
teract. A 1963 book, Methods of Quan- 
tum Field Theory in Statistical Physics, 
co-written with Lev Gorkov and Igor 
Dzyaloshinskii, is highly influential. 

Alexei Alexeyevich Abrikosov was 
born in Moscow in 1928. He studied 
physics at Moscow State University and 
received his PhD from the city’s Insti- 
tute of Physical Problems in 1951, study- 
ing under Lev Landau, the renowned 
theoretical physicist. 

His father, Alexei, was a senior pa- 
thologist who is said to have embalmed 
Lenin’s body and performed an autopsy 
on it in 1924. His mother, Fania, was a 
pathologist at the Kremlin hospital, 
where Soviet leaders were treated. Ac- 
cording to an interview in the book 
Candid Science V (2005), Abrikosov 
worked for the Communist youth orga- 
nisation as a propagandist, teaching 
Stalin’s biography at study sessions. 

His career advanced, even though he 
was not a Communist Party member, 


though he aroused suspicion with a 
seven-year marriage — his second — 
to a French woman, Annie, in 1970. It 
led to his overseas travel being limited 
by the authorities, and ended in di- 
vorce. He was close to being appointed 
to work on the Soviet atomic bomb pro- 
gramme but failed a KGB background 
check. They knew that he had an uncle 
living in the US, even though Abrikosov 
himself was unaware of the fact. 

Abrikosov said that he had planned 
to join the Communist Party, but was 
dissuaded by the experience of his 
father, who resigned as director of the 
Institute of Morphology because he 
was told that there were too many Jews 
in the institution and he refused to sack 
them. Abrikosov’s excuse to party 
leaders was that if he joined he would be 
so devoted to the political cause that his 
scientific work would suffer. 

Anticipating the collapse of the Sovi- 
et Union, Abrikosov decided in the 
early Nineties that it was time to emi- 


grate. “I understood that under the pre- 
text of perestroika, they were destroy- 
ing the socialist economy without re- 
placing it with something. I anticipated 
that the first victim of the situation 
would be basic science,” he recalled. 

One of the last straws came when, in 
his role as director of the Institute of 
High Pressure Physics, he wanted to 
form links with private companies to 
make money by producing instrumen- 
tation, but the government frowned on 
such a display of free enterprise. 

A spot of networking during a con- 
ference in Brighton raised the possibili- 
ty of a job at Argonne in 1991. To visit 
the laboratory without attracting at- 
tention in Moscow he flew there at the 
end of a trip to Venezuela. Argonne sent 
him a letter suggesting that he make a 
month-long visit — a prearranged code 
for the offer of a permanent job. 

Like his mentor, Landau, Abrikosov 
was indomitable and unafraid to speak 
his mind, but he mellowed into a more 


relaxed and gregarious figure once he 
became settled in the US. He was 
awarded numerous prizes and honours, 
including becoming a foreign member 
of the Royal Society in 2001. The Nobel 
prize two years later was an accolade 
five decades in the making, but at the 
time the topic of vortices was fashion- 
able again. 

Within a few months, however, he 
discovered that he had macular degen- 
eration and his eyesight steadily wor- 
sened, making it hard to read the stacks 
of paper piled high on the desk in his 
small office (after the Nobel, in acts 
both humble and stubborn, he refused 
to change to a bigger room and declined 
the offer of a secretary). Colleagues 
eventually persuaded him to switch to a 
ground-floor office so that access 
would be easier for him. They did so by 
arranging a room that was an exact rep- 
lica of his space on the higher floor. 

He carried on working in Illinois for 
as long as he could, only retiring in 2014. 
Last year he moved to California. He is 

He left the Soviet Union 
fearing that science would 
be a victim of perestroika 

survived by his wife of more than 40 
years, Svetlana (nee Bunkova), a retired 
doctor; a son from his first marriage, Al- 
exei, who is a physicist; a son from his 
second marriage, Michael; and a 
daughter from his third, Natalia, who is 
a doctor in California. 

After 1991 Abrikosov’s native country 
was only a memory, one made fresher 
by the pictures from his homeland that 
lined the walls of his office. He never 
went back, partly because he feared 
that the authorities would find a way to 
block him from returning to America as 
retaliation for his move. He even de- 
clined an invitation to a post-Nobel re- 
ception in Moscow hosted by President 
Putin. Despite entreaties by colleagues, 
Abrikosov did not write his memoirs, 
reasoning that his trenchant opinions 
would offend too many people. 

Alexei Abrikosov was born on June 25, 
1928. He died of a heart attack on March 
29, 2017, aged 88 


Bill Wilkie 

Scottish accordion player who created a teaching studio, founded a music festival and was a friend of the actor Peter Sellers 


On his first day of service in the RAF, 
Bill Wilkie was dispatched towards a 
circle of big stones by a burly sergeant- 
major and ordered to paint them white. 
He looked aghast and replied: “No way.” 
That earned him a stern rebuke. 

When the bristling sergeant-major 
returned later, the youngster had not 
even opened the paint tin, so he was he 
marched in front of his commanding 
officer. “Well, I could set up a concert 
party, run your dance band, get the 
troops singing and what do you do? 
Give me some stones to paint,” Wilkie 
told him. “A total waste of manpower!” 

The tale sums up the single-minded 
effervescence and refusal to bend the 
knee to anybody that made Wilkie one 
of the most successful and inspirational 
characters in Scottish music. He could 
pick up an instrument and get a tune 
out of it, whether it was a harmonica, 
guitar, melodeon, fiddle or accordion, 
but it was on the latter that he estab- 
lished his reputation. 

After being posted to Romney Mar- 
shes, his talent brought him to the at- 
tention of Ralph Reader, the squadron 
leader in charge of official entertain- 
ment and creator of the Gang Show, and 



Bill Wilkie: an inspirational character 


he travelled to India with an ensemble 
called Just Five. It was an illustrious 
group, including Norrie Paramor, 
whose orchestra became a inter- 
national success, and Wilkie forged an 
immediate rapport with the drummer 
— a young man called Peter Sellers, 
who later went from Gang to Goon, 


but not before the pair enjoyed 
some adventures together. 

Wilkie recalled: “We missed the last 
transport back to base after a night on 
the town in Karachi and were walking 
back in the dark, with Peter recounting 
spooky stories, when we were suddenly 
confronted with a mob of the natives 
wailing and brandishing lighted torch- 
es. Our hair stood on end, and even 
more so when we saw a corpse with its 
head fully exposed. This was too much, 
we took to our heels, not stopping until 
we had reached the safety of the camp. 
How were we supposed to have recog- 
nised it was a funeral procession?” 

The pair were firm friends, and al- 
though Sellers became a Hollywood 
star, he was regularly reunited with the 
Scot he called “Tottie Wee” — both 
because of Wilkie’s diminutive stature 
and his fondness for a dram or two. 

Bill Wilkie was born in Perth in 1922, 
the youngest of four children (two girls 
and two boys). His father was a self-em- 
ployed tailor who played traditional 
fiddle. When times became hard during 
the Twenties his mother took a job as a 
caretaker in the local music shop and 
young Bill would accompany her to 


work, where he could hear musicians 
practising in the studios above. 

He first contracted the musical bug at 
the age of five when he injured his foot 
in a bike accident and spent the sum- 
mer listening to dance bands. In the 
Scouts he started playing the harmon- 
ica and recalled his first public perform- 
ance being with the Bridgend Melody 
Boys playing Lord Lovat’s Lament. At 16 
he won the accordion class at the Dun- 
dee Music Festival. 

By now the bug had developed into a 
full-scale infection and whether ap- 
pearing with the Collegians, a group 
that included Alan Gorrie on piano, or 
entertaining the forces after joining the 
RAF in 1940, Wilkie was indefatigable. 

He and his wife Ena, another aficion- 
ado of Scottish sounds, created a teach- 
ing studio. In 1949 the man known lo- 
cally as “Mr Music” staged the inaugu- 
ral All-Scotland Accordion and Fiddle 
Festival. It proved to be an influential 
event and it was a measure of Wilkie’s 
stamina and passion for his art that he 
was still involved when the festival cele- 
brated its diamond jubilee in 2009. 

In 1959 he took on the lease of a 
former cobbler’s shop in Perth and 


transformed it into Wilkie’s Music 
House, which buzzed with activity and 
greeted many luminaries throughout 
the next half century. Phil Cunning- 
ham, a fellow accordion player, recalled 
it being an Aladdin’s cave for young- 
sters. Meanwhile, the Bill Wilkie Dance 
Band was synonymous with quality 
and quintessential Scottish values. 

Ena predeceased him in 2003 and 
Wilkie is survived by his musically ac- 
complished daughter, Diana Colburn, 
and his grandchildren Sharon, Stephen 
and Richard, who plays drums with the 
Scottish rock band Belle and Sebastian. 

Wilkie had a knack for escapology. 
Once he drove his van through the par- 
apet of the Northwater Bridge, near 
Montrose, and landed it neatly on its 
roof in a field 40 feet below. Another 
time his car had to be lifted out of a 
hedge by an ice hockey team with Wilk- 
ie still inside after it slipped on black ice 
in Glenfarg. As he said: “My whole life 
is just one big adventure, with a fair bit 
of misadventure thrown in.” 

Bill Wilkie, MBE, musician, impresario 
and businessman, was born on January 
6, 1922. He died on May 1, 2017, aged 95 



the times | Monday May 15 2017 igm 


51 


Tony Dawe 

Journalist who doggedly covered the Poulson scandal 



Dawe reported on everything from politics to primary schools 


When one of the biggest post- 
war scandals in British public 
life broke in the early 1970s Tony 
Dawe was the obvious choice to 
cover the story for The Sunday 
Times. Dawe, who had a reputa- 
tion for dogged professionalism, 
was ideal to report on the intri- 
cate network of corruption and 
bribery woven by John Poulson, 
a crooked architect. He spent 
months following the twists and 
turns of Poulson’s dealings as 
they emerged through investi- 
gations and the courts. 

Poulson had used extensive 
kickbacks to get public works 
contracts. He was linked to 
T Dan Smith, the Labour leader 
of Newcastle city council, local 
officials, civil servants and 
Westminster politicians, includ- 
ing Reginald Maudling, twice 
contender for the Tory leader- 
ship who resigned as home sec- 
retary over his links to a Poulson 
company. The scandal pro- 
duced one of the longest corrup- 
tion cases in legal history and 
earned Dawe the nickname of 
“T Dan Dawe”, a humorous 
compliment to his unflagging 
determination. 

A less flattering nickname 
was “Two Dinner Dawe”, ac- 
quired when he was head of in- 
vestigations at the Sunday Ex- 
press. There were only two fax 
machines in the building, one 
being located in Dawe’s office. 
The machine was meant to be 
used for leaked documents but 
was often busy receiving menus 
from London’s finest restau- 
rants, a weak spot for Dawe. In 
the space of one lunchtime he 
was spotted dining in a number 
of different restaurants. He de- 
nied having more than one 
meal, insisting that he had en- 
joyed a starter at one, a main 
course at another and his pud- 
ding at a third. 

During a career in Fleet Street 
lasting nearly 50 years Dawe de- 
ployed his well-honed investi- 
gative skills whenever needed. 
While working at The Times he 
reported on the aftermath of the 
King’s Cross fire in 1987, in 
which 31 people died, and then 
the controversial shooting of an 
IRA bomb team by the SAS in 
Gibraltar the following year. He 
also delved into the background 
to the collapse of Robert Max- 
well’s empire in 1991. 

An enthusiastic, affable and 
generous man, Dawe was work- 
ing at The Times into his seven- 
ties and never considered retir- 
ing. In hospital days before he 
died he was still discussing 
plans for new work when he 
was discharged. 

Harold Anthony Conrad 
Dawe was born in 1945 in Car- 
shalton, Surrey, the son of a 
teacher. He went to Wallington 
County Grammar School and 
then to the University of Liver- 
pool to read Hispanic languages 
and linguistics. He also edited 
the university newspaper, win- 


ning a national award. He be- 
came so smitten with journal- 
ism that he abandoned his 
course and applied for a journal- 
ism graduate training course. 
He was accepted, despite the ab- 
sence of a degree, to work for the 
Middlesbrough Gazette. 

Still in his early twenties, 
Dawe arrived in Fleet Street to 
join The Sunday Times news- 
room as part of a young and 
iconoclastic team, which under 
Sir Harry Evans was a force in 
British campaigning and inves- 
tigative journalism in the 1960s 
and 1970s. 

One of his first assignments 
was to report on the British 
Trans-Arctic Expedition under 
Wally Herbert. Following the 
team in 1968 as they trekked 

‘Two Dinner Dawe’ 
was seen at several 
different restaurants 

across the North Pole, Dawe 
very nearly died from hypother- 
mia after falling into the sea 
from a boat. He returned to 
London having invested in a 
sealskin jacket that he con- 
tinued to wear in cold weather 
for the rest of his life and which 
he baptised “Eskimo Nell”. 

After assignments overseas in 
the early Seventies, including 
reporting as part of the team 
covering the Vietnam war, 
Dawe, regarded now as one of 
the best reporters on the news- 
paper, was tasked in 1973 to in- 
vestigate the Poulson scandal. 

He also canvassed for the La- 
bour Party during the second 
election of 1974. 

Soon he had become deputy 
news editor and then news edi- 
tor at The Sunday Times, over- 
seeing its coverage of the Falk- 
lands conflict in 1982. Although 
an easygoing character, he 
could be sharp and critical if a 
reporter’s copy was not up to 
scratch. Remembering Dawe re- 
cently, Evans praised “a strong 
intellect he shielded most of the 


time in a diffident and amiable 
personality”. 

He did not like the attention 
that birthdays brought and was 
always very vague about his age. 
Every time his friends asked 
him, when celebrating his birth- 
day, which one it was he always 
replied “not a significant one”. 
This, a friend later discovered, 
included his 65th and 70th. 

By the mid-1980s Dawe had 
become disillusioned after the 
takeover of The Sunday Times by 
News International and moved 
to the Daily Express as an inves- 
tigative reporter with a number 
of campaigns to his credit. He 
became deputy editor of the 
Sunday Express, but lost the job 
after a change of editors. 

Faced with the vicissitudes of 
Fleet Street life Dawe event- 
ually decided that he would be- 
come, as he put it, “a man of no 
position” and went freelance, a 
status he retained for the rest of 
his life. Nonetheless, after start- 
ing work for The Times as a 
senior and investigative report- 
er he stayed with the newspaper 
until his death. By the mid- 
1990s Dawe had become a writ- 
er for The Times special reports 
section as well as contributing 
weekly travel columns. He also 
wrote travel guides and com- 
missioned work for the paper. 

Dawe was a lifelong cricket fa- 
natic, playing until the age of 67 
for the village team in Coldhar- 
bour, near Dorking in Surrey. 
He lived in the village with his 
first partner Linda and their 
children, Katrina, who now lives 
abroad, and Linton, a freelance 
music journalist. They survive 
him. Later he settled with Liz 
Grice, a fellow journalist, whom 
he met on The Sunday Times. 
She and their son James, an IT 
consultant, also survive him. 

He will be buried in Coldhar- 
bour close to his beloved cricket 
ground in the Surrey Hills, 
where he had often walked. 

Tony Dawe, journalist, was born on 
September 11, 1945. He died from 
cancer on April 23, 2017, aged 71 


Court Circular 



Clarence House 

13th May, 2017 

The Prince of Wales, Patron, Music in 
Country Churches, this evening 
attended a Concert in the Church of 
St. John the Baptist, Market Place, 
Cirencester, and was received by Her 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire (Dame Janet Trotter). 


Kensington Palace 

13th May, 2017 
The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge and Prince Henry of 
Wales this afternoon held Party 
at the Palace at Buckingham 
Palace for the children of those 
who have died serving in the 
Armed Forces. 
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BE still, and know that I am God! I am 
exalted among the nations, I am 
exalted in the earth. Psalm 46.10 
(NRSV) 


Births 

SWORD On 9th May 2017 to Hannah 
and Andy, a son, William George, 
brother to Henry and Emily. 


Marriages 


MR S.R. WELLS 
AND MISS K. MCEWEN 

The marriage of Simon Wells and 
Kirsty McEwen took place on Saturday 
May 13th, at St Bride's Church, Fleet 
Street, London, attended by their 
families and friends. 


Deaths 

FAIRCLOUGH Ian Walter died 
peacefully on 10th May 2017, aged 78. 
Adored husband of Patricia, father of 
Annabel, Celia, Kash and William and 
grandfather of twelve. Service of 
thanksgiving at St Mary's Church, 
Petworth, on Wednesday 31st May, at 
2.30pm. 

HARRISON Wing Commander (Rtd) 
Eric Clive MBE died on 7th May 2017, 
aged 67 years. Peacefully, after a long 
illness borne with courage, humour and 
dignity. Dearly beloved husband of 
Erica, wonderful father of Chris and 
Kevin, proud grandfather of Sammy 
and Nell. Funeral service at Cambridge 
City Crematorium, West Chapel, on 
Wednesday 24th May 2017, at 3pm. 
Family flowers only please, but 
donations, if desired, for the Salvation 
Army, may be left at the service or 
sent to Ely Funeral Service, 4 Tower 
Road, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4HW. Tel: 01353 
666566. 


Thanksgiving 

Services 


FORBES A Service of Thanksgiving for 
Anthony, MBE will be held in the 
Guards' Chapel, on Tuesday 20th June, 
at 2pm. All are welcome. Donations, if 
desired, to The Guards' Chapel 
Trust/The Royal Choral Society, c/o 
Funeral Directors, Beechcroft, 69 High 
Street East, Uppingham, Rutland, LE15 
9PY. 


For Sale 


MORNING SUITS 
DINNER SUITS 
EVENING TAIL SUITS 

SURPLUS TO HIRE 

LIPMAN & SONS 

West End Tel: 020 7240 2310 
22 Charing Cross Rd WC2 

Near Leicester Square tube station 
V _ y 


Legal Notices 


Notice to Creditors to Submit Claims 
In the Matter of 

LAWSON ROAD INVESTMENTS LIMITED 

(Company Number 07497249) 

Former Registered office: 15 Whiting Street, 

Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP331 NX 
And The Insolvency Act 1986 

It should be noted that the liquidation of Lawson 
Road Investments Limited (“the Company”), is a 
solvent liquidation. 

Notice is hereby given, under Rule 14.28 of the 
Insolvency (England & Wales) Rules 2016, that it is 
the intention of the Liquidator to declare a first and 
final distribution to creditors in respect of the 
above named Company. 

Creditors who have not yet done so are required, on 
or before 28 June 2017 (the last day for proving), to 
send their proofs of debt in writing to the 
undersigned Patricia Angela Marsh, (Office Holder 
Number: 9592) of Marsh Hammond, Peek House, 
20 Eastcheap, London EC3M 1 EB the Liquidator 
of the Company appointed on 4 May 2017 by 
resolution of the members and, if so requested, to 
provide such further details or produce such 
documentary or other evidence as may appear to 
the Liquidator to be necessary. 

It should be noted that, after this date, the Liquidator 
has the right to defray any outstanding expenses of 
the winding up from the assets of the company and 
to make a first and final distribution, without further 
regard to creditors’ claims which were not proved 
within the above mentioned period. 

ALL KNOWN CREDITORS HAVE BEEN OR WILL 
BE PAID IN FULL. 

Further information about this case is available from 
Marc Potter at the offices of Marsh Hammond 
Limited on 020 7220 7892. 

Patricia Angela Marsh, Liquidator 
Dated 4 May 2017 


LEGAL, PUBLIC, COMPANY & PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 


To place notices for these sections please call: 

020 7680 6828 or email: supportservices@news.co.uk 


Notices are subject to confirmation and should 
be received by 11.30am three days prior to insertion. 


JENKINS Andrew peacefully on 
Saturday 29th April 2017, after a long 
illness bravely fought, Andrew of 
Wychwood Close, Mumbles. Beloved 
husband of Ute, loving father of Miles 
and dear son of Meidwen and Rowley. 
Andrew will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him. Funeral service Monday 
5th June, St Peter's Church, Newton, 
Swansea, at 1pm. Family flowers only, 
but donations in lieu, if desired, for 
"Maggies" may be made via 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/The- 
Tangerine-Dream-Machine or sent 
(cheques only please) c/o William 
Pressdee Funeral Directors, 1-2 Stanley 
St, The Mumbles, Swansea, SA3 4NE. 
Telephone: 01792 366513 


PARDOE 

Colin Harry Burford died 
peacefully on 4th May 2017 aged 
88. Retired Civil Servant, MOD, 
Former Clerk in Charge, 
Greenwich Hospital. 
Greatly missed by his wife Ann, 
daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandson. 

Funeral on Tuesday 23rd May, at 
St Andrew's Church, Chelmsford, 
CM1 2JB, 2.30pm. Enquiries to 
Chelmsford Star Funeral Services, 
Baddow Road. 


In Memoriam - 
Private 

TOMPKINS RICHARD CBE. With all 
our love on your birthday and always. 
Time passes, love remains. Liz and 
Vicky. 
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ALISON <« HOME 

Marketplace 


Alison at Home is a selection of offers supplied to The Times, bringing 
you the best that money can buy for not much money at all. 

Follow @alisonathomeuk on Twitter or @alisoncork_home on Instagram 

or visit our website alisonathome.com 

Order online 24/7 or call us Mon to Fri 9am-5.30pm 


PERFECT BENCH FOR TWO 


ULTIMATE COMFORT 


This classic two-seater wooden bench is made from sustainably sourced Scandinavian 
redwood and is expertly made in the UK. The attractive curved design provides optimum 
comfort and is treated to withstand the elements, making it the ideal all-year-round choice. 
Currently reduced to £149 from £199.99, the bench comes fully assembled in an ideal size of 
W120cm x HlOOcm. A waterproof seat cushion is also available in green or burgundy. 

iFree white glove delivery when you quote TT1505 before 21 May at alisonathome.com/ 
marketplace or call 020 7087 2900. 



Voted a Which? Best Buy for four years, 
the Relyon Pocket Memory Ultima 
mattress features pocketed springs and 
a 50mm layer of visco-elastic memory 
foam. This responds to your body’s 
temperature whilst conforming to your 
body contours. 

Readers are offered free delivery and 
the Ultima is available for a limited time 
only with fantastic discounts - you can 
purchase the single for £399.99, double 
for £499.99, king for £549.99 and the 
super-king for £649.99. Quote TT1505 
at alisonathome.com/marketplace or 
call 020 70872900 before 21 May. 



50-YEAR GUARANTEE ON CUTLERY 


The premium Everyday Old English 
44-piece cutlery gift box set by Arthur 
Price is one of the company’s finest 
cutlery ranges and is now reduced by 50 
per cent to just £189.50 from £379. Made 
from dishwasher-safe high grade 18/10 
stainless steel, the set includes six place 
settings, comprising table knives and 
forks, dessert knives, forks and spoons, 
soup spoons, tea spoons and two 
serving spoons. 

Readers are offered free delivery - 
use code TT1505 before 21 May at 
alisonathome.com/marketplace or call 
020 7087 2900 to claim. 



GORGEOUS DAY BED 


RELAX AND RECLINE 


Relax and unwind with this 
gorgeous metal day bed from 
Alison at Home. Featuring an 
additional trundle underneath and 
two comfort care mattresses, it 
can be used as a sofa, single bed, 
separated as two twin beds or sat 
together as a large double. Choose 
from black or the pictured ivory. 

i It is being offered to readers 
for just £399, reduced from 
£650. To claim free delivery, visit 
alisonathome. com/marketplace 
or call 020 7087 2900 and quote 
TT1505 before 21 May. 



LUXURIOUS LOUNGING 


Made from colourfast, UV- and weather- 
resistant materials, the Daytona Sun Lounger 
from Alison at Home is terrific value at just 
£169, down from £269. Measuring L195 x W65 
x D22cm, with four reclining positions and chic 
matching cushions with removable covers 
for easy washing, the Daytona will have you 
relaxing in style, either outdoors or even in 
a conservatory. Choose from cappuccino or 
graphite, plus a matching icebox for £57. 

Readers receive free delivery with 
code TT1505. Visit alisonathome.com/ 
marketplace or call 020 7087 2900 before 
21 May to place an order. 



Combining contemporary styling and uncompromising comfort, the Royale Gravity Chair 
is all you need to relax this season. Made from sturdy, powder-coated steel and water- 
resistant Textilene, this lounger comes with a free detachable headrest and reclines 
to any angle between straight upright and 30 degrees. It can be folded up for easy 
storage and is available in bronze and navy blue. 

I Currently reduced to £65 from £85, visit alisonathome.com/marketplace or call 
020 7087 2900 and quote TT1505 before 21 May to receive free delivery. 
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Weather 


Today Cloud and rain will move eastwards across all parts, with heavy rain in the west. Max 18C (64F), min 8C (46F) 


Around Britain 

Key: b=bright, c=doud, d=drizzle, pc=partly cloudy 
du=dull, f=fair, fg=fog, h=hail, m=mist, mrain, 
sh=showers, sl=sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, t=thunder 
*=previous day **=data not available 



Temp C 


Rain mm 

Sun hr* 

midday yesterday 

24 hrs to 5pm yesterday 

Aberdeen 

15 

C 

0.0 

0.8 

Aberporth 

14 

PC 

2.8 

6.8 

Anglesey 

14 

s 

1.8 

6.1 

Aviemore 

14 

PC 

0.2 

2.3 

Barnstaple 

15 

s 

4.2 ** 

Bedford 

15 

PC 

4.2 ** 

Belfast 

13 

PC 

2.4 

0.7 

Birmingham 

** 

** 

2.6 

Bournemouth 

16 

PC 

2.6 

5.8 

Bridlington 

16 

PC 

4.0 ** 

Bristol 

15 

PC 

5.8 

2.9 

Camborne 

14 

PC 

1.6 

7.1 

Cardiff 

14 

SH 

9.4 

5.5 

Edinburgh 

16 

PC 

0.0 

0.7 

Eskdalemuir 

14 

PC 

2.0 ** 

Glasgow 

13 

PC 

1.2 

0.0 

Guernsey 

14 

PC 

** ** 

Hereford 

17 

PC 

0.0 ** 

Herstmonceux 

15 

PC 

3.0 

6.5 

Ipswich 

15 

PC 

0.8 

1.7 

Isle of Man 

13 

PC 

0.6 

1.7 

Isle of Wight 

16 

s 

1.2 ** 

Keswick 

14 

PC 

3.2 ** 

Kin loss 

16 

PC 

1.8 

2.1 

Leeds 

13 

PC 

i.2 ** 

Lerwick 

11 

PC 

1.0 

0.0 

Leuchars 

16 

PC 

1.2 

0.5 

Lincoln 

16 

PC 

3.8 

3.4 

Liverpool 

15 

s 

0.0 ** 

London 

18 

s 

3.2 

4.6 

Lyneham 

16 

PC 

10.2 

4.1 

Manchester 

15 

PC 

4.4 

3.1 

Margate 

18 

PC 

0.4 

5.4 

Milford Haven 

15 

PC 

2.0 ** 

Newcastle 

15 

PC 

0.4 ** 

Nottingham 

15 

PC 

4.4 

5.1 

Orkney 

10 

D 

1.8 

0.0 

Oxford 

17 

PC 

5.0 

Plymouth 

15 

PC 

8.2 ** 

Portland 

14 

s 

3.2 ** 

Scilly, St Mary's 14 

s 

0.8 ** 

Shoreham 

16 

PC 

1.6 

7.3 

Shrewsbury 

15 

c 

3.2 

2.2 

Skye 

** 


** ** 

Snowdonia 

13 

PC 

6.0 ** 

Southend 

17 

PC 

0.2 

5.0 

Stornoway 

14 

PC 

1.0 

2.4 

Tiree 

12 

PC 

6.8 

0.2 

Whitehaven 

12 

s 

3.4 ** 

Wick 

11 

c 

2.0 ** 

Yeovilton 

16 

c 

8.6 

6.8 


The world 

All readings local midday yesterday 

Alicante 27 S Madeira 
S Madrid 
S Majorca 
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Five days ahead 

Unsettled with outbreaks 
of rain or showers. 
Persistent rain in the 
southeast midweek 

Tomorrow 

A band of rain will be slow-moving 
over Wales, western and northern 
England. Scotland and Ireland will be 
brighter with showers. Southeastern 
England will be drier. 

Max 23C, min 4C 
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Wednesday 

Slow moving band of rain over 
southeastern Britain, brighter in the 
north with a few showers. 

Max 20C, min 3C 
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Thursday 

Mainly dry in the southeast, but 
scattered showers elsewhere. Some 
more prolonged rain at times in 
Scotland and northeast England. 

Max 17C, min 2C 
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Friday 

Sunny spells at first, but scattered 
showers developing in most areas 
by late morning. Isolated thundery 
showers in Ireland. 

Max 17C, min 4C ,, 
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66 
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Wind speed Sea state 

@^(mph) Calm 

Slight 

Temperature -**_>%*. Moderate 
(28) (degrees C) AAA Rough 

Flood alerts and warnings 

At 17:00 on Sunday there were no 
flood alerts or warnings in England, 
Wales or Scotland. 

For further information and 
updates, visit flood-warning- 
information. service.gov.uk, and for 
Scotland www.SEPA.org.uk 
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General situation: A small low will 
move towards northwest Britain and 
bring outbreaks of rain to most areas, 
heaviest in the north and west. 
London SE Eng, E Anglia, E Mids, 

E Eng, Cen N Eng, NE Eng, Borders, 
Edinburgh & Dundee, Aberdeen: 
Mainly dry at first, but soon turning 
cloudy with outbreaks of rain, 
become drier again later. Moderate 
or fresh southerly winds, becoming 
southwesterly. Maximum 18C (64F), 
minimum 9C (48F). 


Cen S Eng, SW Eng, Channel Is, 

W Mids: Cloudy and misty with 
outbreaks of rain and hill fog, a little 
drier later. Moderate or fresh south 
or southwesterly winds. Maximum 
18C (64F), minimum 11C (52F). 

NW Eng, loM, Lake District, 

SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, 

Cen Highland, NW Scotland: Cloudy 
with outbreaks of heavy rain with hill 
fog patches. A little drier later. Fresh 
or strong southerly winds. Maximum 
17C (63F), minimum 8C (46F). 


Moray Firth, NE Scotland, N Isles: 

A few bright intervals, then turning 
cloudier with some patchy rain for a 
time in the afternoon. Winds fresh 
or strong southeasterly. Maximum 
17C (63F), minimum 8C (46F). 

Wales, N Ireland, Republic of Ireland: 
Cloudy and misty with rain soon 
easing, although staying rather cloudy; 
further heavy rain likely later. Winds 
will be moderate or fresh, southerly, 
but strong on the coasts. Maximum 
18C (64F), minimum 12C (54F). 


Tides 


Tidal predictions. 
Heights in metres 
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Saturday 

Sunny spells and scattered showers 
with a few turning heavy and perhaps 
thundery by afternoon. 

Max 17C, min 2C 
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Today 


Ht 


Ht 

Aberdeen 

04:36 

3.9 

17:09 

3.7 

Avonmouth 

10:30 

11.7 

22:42 

11.6 

Belfast 

02:28 

3.4 

14:54 

3.2 

Cardiff 

10:16 

11.1 

22:27 

11.0 

Devonport 

09:06 

4.9 

21:16 

5.0 

Dover 

02:07 

6.2 

14:21 

6.2 

Dublin 

02:47 

3.8 

15:23 

3.6 

Falmouth 

08:37 

4.6 

20:49 

4.7 

Greenock 

03:48 

3.4 

16:04 

3.2 

Harwich 

02:59 

3.8 

15:09 

3.8 

Holyhead 

01:31 
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4.9 

Hull 

09:36 
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6.4 
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5.0 
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Liverpool 
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05:10 

6.9 
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00:52 

2.3 
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8.2 
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14:33 

6.1 
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08:24 

6.1 

20:43 

6.2 

Oban 

08:55 
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21:20 

3.5 
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07:57 

4.9 

20:17 

5.0 

Portsmouth 

02:40 

4.4 

15:08 

4.4 

Shoreham 

02:14 

5.8 

14:37 

5.7 

Southampton 

02:09 

4.3 

14:33 

4.2 

Swansea 

09:39 

8.5 

21:55 

8.4 

Tees 

06:56 

4.9 

19:27 

4.7 

Weymouth 

09:58 

1.7 

22:12 

1.7 



Synoptic situation 

A small area of low pressure 
will move towards the 
northwest of the British Isles 
and push a series of fronts 
across most areas, bringing 
some much-needed rain. The 
trailing cold front will become 
slow-moving over eastern 
England on Wednesday and 
could make it a very wet day. A 
cooler, showery northwesterly 
will follow later in the week. 


Highs and lows 

24hrs to 5pm yesterday 
Warmest: St. James Park, 
London, 20.1C 
Coldest: Cairngorm, 1.3C 
Wettest: Elphin, 
Sutherland, 19.8mm 
Sunniest: Jersey, 9.7hrs* 


Sun and moon 

For Greenwich 
Sun rises: 05.07 
Sun sets: 20.45 
Moon rises: ----- 
Moon sets: 08.37 
New moon: May 25th 


o 


Hours of darkness 

Aberdeen 21:51-04:16 

Belfast 21:52-04:45 

Birmingham 21:26-04:39 

Cardiff 21:27-04:48 

Exeter 21:26-04:53 

Glasgow 21:52-04:32 

Liverpool 21:35-04:39 

London 21:15-04:36 

Manchester 21:32-04:36 

Newcastle 21:37-04:26 

Norwich 21:14-04:26 

Penzance 21:31-05:03 

Sheffield 21:29-04:33 


Weather Eye 

Paul Simons 



I t is not often that the arrival of 
rain is a cause for celebration, 
but the latest showers have 
come in the nick of time for 
gardeners looking out over 
yellow lawns and stunted plants. 

This has been a desperately dry 
spring until now, with very little rain 
since mid-March, especially in the 
southeast and East Anglia. April was 
dry everywhere, and there was 
hardly a drop of rain this month 
until Thursday. Now the outlook 
for the rest of the month is much 
more unsettled. 

The thunderstorms last week 
perhaps came as a shock after such 
a long run of calm conditions, but 
the deluge was nothing compared 
with events 320 years ago. 
Hailstorms of incredible savagery 
blighted May 1697 and Edmond 
Halley, best known for the comet 
named after him, recorded a 
barrage of huge hailstones on May 
10 when he was in charge of the 
national mint at Chester Castle. The 
storm smashed roofs and windows 
in a trail of destruction stretching 
about 85km (53 miles) across north 
Wales and northwest England. 

On May 15, a hailstorm of even 
greater violence struck — believed 
to be the most severe hailstorm in 
British history. The storm unleashed 
enormous hailstones, which were 
as big as a man’s hand, reaching 
some 5.6in (14cm) across. Crops 
were smashed, the ground torn up 
and great oaks split apart in a trail 
of devastation from Hitchin to 
Great Offley, Hertfordshire, roughly 
three miles long. Many people 
were badly injured and one was 
reportedly killed, although it is 
difficult to believe that the death 
toll was not higher after such a 
terrifying onslaught. 

The rest of the year’s weather was 
wretched too. A violent hailstorm 
struck Herefordshire on June 17, and 
the summer was thoroughly sodden. 
Severe frosts and snowfalls began 
early in November followed by a 
savage winter. The 1690s were 
blighted by bad weather, possibly 
caused by a veil of dust blocking 
out sunlight as a result of huge 
volcanic eruptions in Iceland 
and Indonesia. 


Speak directly to one 
of our forecasters on 
09065 77 76 75 


8am to 6pm daily 
(calls charged at 
£1.50 per minute 
plus network extras) 


\^v 

weatherquest 


For more information on the services 
we can provide, visit our website: 

www.weatherquest.co.uk 
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THE dlSHsTIMES 
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Additional entrance cost may apply. Prices based on two people sharing a twin room. Single rooms available at a supplement. Travel insurance is not included but is strongly recommended. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 AT0L 3430 protected, a company independent of Times 
Newspapers Ltd. Subject to availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. For further information please write to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DEM ISP, quoting 'The Times'. KK902. 





STORALEX 

SHELVING BAYS 


CO tt NEXT DAY 
rl\ EE DELIVERY! 

ON ORDERS OVER 
£350 EX VAT 

— UK MAINLAND ONLY — 


HALF PRICE OFFER! 


3 SHELVING BAYS 

The sfafenzv selieHeh -fee wue 314 SJa)£<S>S 

^ ih yvMt'-tfOME M 


Height [si 
1800mm si 




PLUS 

I RUBBER 
I MALLET 

FOR FAST & EASY ASSEMBLY 
NO BOLTS! 


24HR DELIVERY 

OR CHOOSE A DATE TO SUIT YOU! 

ORDERS DELIVERED MON-SAT** 


NO BOLTS 

QUICK, EASY ASSEMBLY 

MDF DECKS 

STRONGER 
THAN CHIPBOARD 

POWDER COATED 

FOR EXTRA DURABILITY 

STEEL 

CONSTRUCTION 

FOR GUARANTEED 
STURDINESS 

100% MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

kiC TRUSTPILOT 


Excellent! Good service, quick 
delivery, great product!" 

Liz Fairweather on TrustPilot.com 



Reader Offer! 




PRODUCT 

CODE 

PRICE 

EX. VAT 

PRICE 
INC. VAT 

SAVE 

CARRIAGE 
INC. VAT 

TOTAL 
INC. VAT 

3 x Bays (1 800h x 900w x 450d mm) 

AAAG 

£89.99 

£107.99 

£111* 

£21.56 

£129.55 

4 x Bays (1 800h x 900w x 450d mm) 

AAAU 

£119.99 

£143.99 

£148* 

£28.75 

£172.74 

3 x Bays (1 800h x 900w x 600d mm) 

AAAL 

£109.99 

£131.99 

£91* 

£21.56 

£153.55 

4 x Bays (1 800h x 900w x 600d mm) 

AABD 

£144.99 

£173.99 

£123* 

£28.75 

£202.74 


* Savings based on the single unit price of £67 



FREE UPGRADE 

For added piece of mind that you'll be able 

PI 

MORE FEATURES 

The Storalex shelving system features a 

m 

Snni 

to store all your items safely, even the heavy 


movable support beam, allowing you to 



ones, we're offering a free upgrade to stronger 265kg 
per shelf (evenly distributed) units. These sturdy units 
can take an impressive 50% more weight per shelf 
than a standard 175kg unit. 


adjust the centre support to suit your load. You can 
also 'double up' support beams to support heavier 
Loads where required. Moisture resistant MDF boards 
outlive cheaper chipboard alternatives. 


QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 

This storage system is precision engineered 
and rigorously tested using the latest tech- 
nology. The sturdy high-quality, premium-grade steel 
frame features a thick rust-resistant powder coating 
for longevity, and the subtle, stylish graphite grey 
colour looks great in any garage or stockroom. 



QUICK AND EASY ASSEMBLY 

B 

A TRIED AND TESTED BRAND 


Don't waste time and money building your 

Join the many thousands of homeowners 


own shelves! Thanks to the quick and easy 


and businesses that have purchased the 



boltless assembly system, these will be ready to use 
in minutes. Individual levels can be configured to a 
height to suit your items, so if you need more space 
simply move levels up or down. 


Storalex shelving system to organise their home, 
office or warehouse. If you need to expand your 
storage space in the future, simply order additional 
bays. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

We're sure that this Storalex shelving system 
will solve your storage problems, so to back 
it up we offer a no quibble, money back guarantee. 
We're approved by trading standards under the "buy 
with confidence scheme" so you can be sure you're 
dealing with a trustworthy company. 



Open 7 Days • 7am-11pm I 

08009177533 


TUFFERMAN 


SIMPLIFYING STORAGE 


tuffennan.co.uk 


QUOTE TIMES 
WHEN ORDERING 


Unit 6a, Galleywood Ind. Estate, 
Rignals Lane, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8RF. 


Carriage charges are per 3/4 bays. Additional bays incur extra charges. Go online or call for details. ’Saving calculated on buying single item price. ’’Extra charge for Saturday delivery. Conditions apply, see online. Carriage prices to Mainland UK only with some exceptions - go online for details. Prices correct at time of going to press. E&OE. Copyright Tufferman 2017. All rights reserved. Co. number 8224210. 












the times | Monday May 15 2017 igm 


55 


Sport 


Westley leads Essex 
towards semi-finals 
as Somerset slump 


Royal London One-Day Cup 

Elizabeth Ammon 

Essex closed in on a home semi-final in 
the Royal London One-Day Cup when 
they leapfrogged Somerset to move top 
of the south group with a 72 -run victory 
at Taunton. 

Tom Westley made 100, and an 
unbeaten 92 by Ravi Bopara and 
Alastair Cook’s 65 helped Essex to 334 
for six. 

Somerset’s chase got off to a flyer 
with Johann Myburgh’s 57 off 28 balls 
and 77 from Jim Allenby, the captain, 
but after he was caught by Bopara off 
Neil Wagner, Somerset slumped from 
202 for five to 262 all out. 

If Essex avoid defeat by Kent in the 
final group match on Wednesday then 
they will automatically progress to a 
home tie in the semi-finals. 

Elsewhere in the south group, county 
cricket returned to The Saffrons at 
Eastbourne for the first time in 17 years 
and it was outground cricket at its finest 
as 4,000 supporters basked in the 
sunshine. But the return to the south- 
coast town could not bring Sussex a win 
as they lost by six wickets to 
Gloucestershire. 

Chris Liddle, the former Sussex bowl- 
er, claimed five for 52 with his left-arm 
seam and, supported well by the 
spinners, he helped to restrict his previ- 
ous employers to 240. Although the 
pitch was a bit tacky, the boundaries 
were short and the outfield quick and 
Sussex looked 20 runs short. Luke 
Wright (84) was holding Sussex to- 
gether but when he was caught behind 
off Liddle, Sussex stuttered and only 30 
from Jofra Archer got them to a re- 
spectable score. 


Gloucestershire paced their chase 
perfectly and a 96-run partnership for 
the second wicket between Klinger (53) 
and George Hankins (67) gave them a 
platform from which Jack Taylor could 
smash 64 from 36 balls to take Glouces- 
tershire to their third victory of the 
competition — not enough for them to 
qualify. 

Sussex now need to win their final 
match and hope that Surrey lose theirs 
for them to have any chance of making 
it to a play-off. 

Surrey moved into the play-off places 
beating Hampshire by 66 runs on 
Duckworth/Lewis method. 

In the Hampshire innings, George 
Bailey (145 not out) and Kyle Abbott 
(56) had led a superb recovery, taking 
their team to 271 after a collapse to 89 
for seven. An unbeaten 124 by Kumar 
Sangakkara — his 38th list A century 
— helped Surrey to 238 for two off 38 
overs when the rain ended the contest. 

In a dead match between Kent and 
Glamorgan, Darren Stevens hit 147 off 
67 balls including 14 sixes, though it was 
not enough to prevent a 15-run defeat 
for Kent, with Colin Ingram and Will 
Bragg making 212 for the third wicket. 


South group 


Essex 

Somerset 

Surrey 

Glamorgan 

Sussex 

Hampshire 

Gloucestershire 

Middlesex 

Kent 


P W L T NR Pts RR 

7 6 1 0 0 12 0.74 

7 5 2 0 0 10 0.54 

7 4 3 0 0 8 0.10 

8 4 4 0 0 7 8 - 0.68 

7 3 3 0 1 7 0.54 

7 3 4 0 0 6 -0.11 

7 3 4 0 0 6 -0.42 

7 2 4 0 1 5 -0.24 

7 1 6 0 0 2 -0.25 


Remaining fixtures: Wednesday (1.30): 
Gloucestershire v Surrey; Hampshire v Sussex; 
Kent v Essex; Middlesex v Somerset. 


TGSPH0T0/REX/SHUTTERST0CK 



Diving force: Bopara goes full stretch to make his ground on the way to 92 not 
out to help Essex pull off a vital win in a top-of-the-table clash against Somerset 


Worcestershire fight back 


Neville Scott 

Two of the three knockout places were 
decided in the north group yesterday 
where Worcestershire’s fightback to 
beat Durham at New Road put them in 
pole position for a home semi-final 
after Yorkshire suprisingly went down 
to Warwickshire, winners for only the 
second time in their final match. 

In 42 games hitherto, Brett 
D’Oliveira had never managed a list A 
fifty but his unbeaten 73 from 68 balls 
helped to carry Worcestershire to 270 
for eight. This looked far from challeng- 
ing when Durham responded with 151 
for one. Graham Clark was already en 
route to a maiden century in all first- 
team cricket, his highest score in any 
format for the second time in four days. 

But, seventh out for 114, he became 
one of eight to fall for 87 runs in a 
catastrophic collapse as Durham, nine 
down, lost by 15 runs. They will still 
qualify if they beat Lancashire on 
Tuesday, but only if Nottinghamshire 
fail to win at Northampton. 

There was a landmark too for 
Yorkshire’s 21-year-old all-rounder, 
Matthew Waite, who made a maiden 
fifty, supporting Joe Root’s 83 with 71 as 


his side posted 281 for eight. Warwick- 
shire were 115 short when their fourth 
wicket fell but a stand with Rikki Clarke 
took Ian Bell to within a boundary of 
victory when the captain fell for 98 to 
Waite. 

Results elsewhere mean that York- 
shire qualify for the knockouts but will 
miss an automatic semi-final unless 
Worcestershire lose on Tuesday to 
Derbyshire. Nottinghamshire will join 
them if they win again on Tuesday, after 
their seven-wicket trouncing of Lan- 
cashire with four overs to spare at Trent 
Bridge in which Samit Patel made 103. 


North group 


Worcestershire 

P 

7 

W 

5 

L 

1 

T 

1 

NR 

0 

Pts RR 
11 -0.05 

Yorkshire 

7 

5 

2 

0 

0 

10 0.92 

Nottinghamshire 

7 

4 

3 

0 

0 

8 -0.05 

"Durham 

7 

4 

2 

0 

' i 

7 6.38 

Leicestershire 

7 

3 

3 

0 

i 

7 0.07 

Lancashire 

7 

3 

4 

0 

0 

6 0.14 

Derbyshire 

7 

2 

4 

0 

1 

5 -0.28 

Warwickshire 

8 

2 

6 

0 

0 

4 -0.53 

Northamptonshire 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 -0.72 


^Durham deducted 2pts for accepting financial aid 
package during 2016 season 
Remaining fixtures: Tuesday (2.0): Derbyshire v 
Worcestershire; Durham v Lancashire; 
Northamptonshire v Nottinghamshire; Yorkshire v 
Leicestershire. 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 

Threat of strike before the Ashes 

Brisbane, while Australia are due in 
England this month to prepare for the 
Champions Trophy, which takes place 
in the first three weeks of June. Austra- 
lia’s women are also due in England for 
the World Cup, which begins next 
month, and are set to host an Ashes 
series in October and November. 

Mark Taylor, the former captain and 
a Cricket Australia board member, 
warned that the strength of feeling 
among players could lead to a strike as 
early as July. 

Sutherland’s letter, sent to all con- 
tracted male and female players at 
international and state level, said that 
should no agreement be reached by the 
time the deal ends, Cricket Australia 
will not be offering payment to players 
under any alternative pay model. 

For the past 20 years, Australian 
cricketers have been paid a percentage 
of Cricket Australia’s revenue. Under 
the new proposed model, female 
cricketers and male state cricketers 
would receive a fixed amount and only 
the international male players would 
get a share of surplus revenue. 

A statement released by the players’ 
union last month said: “Cricket Austra- 
lia’s proposal denies female cricketers 
the opportunity to share in the game’s 
revenue. It disrespects the value of 
domestic cricketers and the role they 
play in Australian cricket and creates 
inequity amongst the playing groups.” 

Australia’s women’s team, the South- 
ern Stars, have agreed that they will be 
given a one-off contract to cover the 
duration of the World Cup, in June and 
July in England — a move that would 
indicate that neither party is expecting 
swift resolution to the impasse. 

Dale Steyn, the South Africa fast 
bowler, has ruled himself out of this 
summer’s Test series in England as the 
33-year-old continues rehabilitation on 
a shoulder injury he sustained last year. 

“My recovery is going well but is 
taking a little longer than I expected it 
to,” Steyn said. “I am able to do a lot of 
things, like running hiking and gym 
work, but bowling is not one of them 
and I will not be ready in time.” 


Scoreboards 


North group 
Leicestershire Foxes v 
Derbyshire Falcons 
Leicester (Leicestershire won toss): Leicester- 
shire (2pts) beat Derbyshire (0) by five 
wickets 

Derbyshire Falcons (balls) 

BT Slater c Hill b Klein 11 (18) 

*B A Godleman c Cosgrove b McKay 9 (13) 

S J Thakor b Griffiths 6 (11) 

W L Madsen run out 7 (17) 

A L Hughes not out 96 (106) 

B M A J Mendis c McKay b Sayer 23 (37) 

tD Smit Ibw b Griffiths 12 (24) 

L M Reece c Hill b Klein 5 (15) 

M J J Critchley b Klein 29 (38) 

G C Viljoen Ibw b Griffiths 0 (2) 

B D Cotton c Hill b McKay 2 (7) 


Miras. up ../, w ..p, npjj 

Total (47.4 overs) 

IV 

219 

Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-27, 3-35, 4-47, 5-116, 

6-137, 7-147, 8-202, 9-205. 


Bowling: Klein 10-0-46-3; McKay 8.4-1-28-2; 

Griffiths 10-1-44-3; Weds 9-0-48-0; Sayer 

10-0-46-1. 


Leicestershire Foxes 

(bads) 

M L Pettini c Hughes b Viljoen 

1 (3) 

C S Delport c Smit b Thakor 

53 (62) 

E J H Eckersley run out 

80 (81) 

M J Cosgrove Ibw b Cotton 

1 (3) 

A M Ad c Smit b Cotton 

12 (24) 

tL J Hid not out 

68 (66) 

T J Weds not out 

0 (0) 

Extras (lb 4, w 3) 

7 

Total (5 wkts, 39.5 overs) 

222 


R J Sayer, *C J McKay, D Klein and G T Griffiths 
did not bat. 


Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-76, 3-77, 4-102, 5-218. 
Bowling: Madsen 5-1-18-0; Viljoen 7-0-41-1; 
Thakor 7-0-50-1; Cotton 9-0-18-2; Mendis 
5.5-0-31-0; Critchley 4-0-42-0; Hughes 2-0-18-0. 
Umpires: N G B Cook and R T Robinson. 

Notts Outlaws v 
Lancashire Lightning 
Trent Bridge (Lancashire won toss): Notts 
(2pts) beat Lancashire (0) by seven wickets 
Lancashire Lightning (balls) 

K R Brown c Patel b Broad 52 (58) 

f A L Davies Ibw b Pattinson 45 (52) 

H Hameed not out 75 (79) 

L S Livingstone c Read b Pattinson 4 (11) 

D J Vilas c Ball b Mullaney 15 (29) 

*S J Croft b Mullaney 12 (28) 

R McLaren b Gurney 42 (40) 


D J Lamb not out 1 (3) 

Extras (b 1,1b 4, w 9) 14 

Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 260 

S D Parry, K M Jarvis and J M Anderson did not 
bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-98, 2-104, 3-110, 4-145, 5-177, 
6-256. 

Bowling: Ball 9-0-51-0; Gurney 7-0-48-1; Broad 
8-0-35-1; Patel 10-0-52-0; Pattinson 8-0-38-2; 
Mullaney 8-0-31-2. 

Notts Outlaws (balls) 

M J Lumb c Jarvis b Lamb 47 (54) 

A D Hales c Parry b Anderson 4 (11) 

M H Wessels b Lamb 25 (26) 

S R Patel not out 103 (104) 

SJ Mullaney not out 77 (81) 

Extras (b 4, lb 1, w 4) 9 

Total (3 wkts, 46 overs) 265 

W T Root, *tC M W Read, J L Pattinson, S C J 
Broad, J T Ball and H F Gurney did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-75, 3-84. 

Bowling: Anderson 10-0-41-1; Jarvis 8-2-40-0; 
Livingstone TO-11-0; McLaren 6-0-42-0; Lamb 
10-0-57-2; Parry 10-0-57-0; Croft 1-0-12-0. 
Umpires: P K Baldwin and A G Wharf. 

Worcestershire Rapids v 
Durham Jets 

Worcester (Durham won toss): Worcestershire 
(2pts) beat Durham (0) by 15 runs 
Worcestershire Rapids (balls) 

T Kohler-Cadmore c and b Harding 48 (59) 
M M Ali c Poynter b Rushworth 34 (43) 
D K H Mitchell c Rushworth b Coughlin 2 (5) 

J M Clarke Ibw b Collingwood 22 (37) 

B L D'Oliveira not out 73 (68) 

tO B Cox c Harding b Pringle 32 (35) 

R A Whiteleyc Richardson b Harding 20 (26) 
*J Leach c Richardson b Coughlin 13 (14) 
J W Hastings c Richardson b Coughlin 2 (5) 

E G Barnard not out 11 (9) 

Extras (lb 1, w 10, nb 2) 13 

Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 270 

J D Shantry did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-58, 2-63, 3-110, 4-116, 5-180, 
6-210, 7-233, 8-251. 

Bowling: Rushworth 9-0-48-1; Weighed 9-1-66-0; 
Coughlin 9-0-36-3; Collingwood 10-1-43-1; 
Harding 10-0-52-2; Pringle 3-0-24-1. 

Durham Jets (balls) 

G Clark c Barnard b Mitchell 114 (128) 

*K K Jennings c Kohler-Cadmore b Ali 47 (63) 
MJ Richardson b Mitchell 14 (22) 

C T Steel c and b D'Oliveira 6 (15) 

P D Collingwood c and b Hastings 4 (11) 


RD Pringle c Ali b Mitchell 8 (18) 

P Coughlin c Barnard b Hastings 6 (6) 

tS W Poynter c Cox b Hastings 5 (7) 

WJ Weighed b Shantry 14 (15) 

C Rushworth not out 17 (12) 

G H I Harding not out 2 (4) 

Extras (b 2, lb 6, w 8, nb 2) 18 

Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 255 

Fall of wickets: 1-122, 2-151, 3-175, 4-182, 5-202, 
6-211, 7-216, 8-231, 9-238. 

Bowling: Hastings 10-1-50-3; Leach 7-0-44-0; 
D'Oliveira 10-0-41-1; Shantry 4-0-17-1; Ad 10-0- 
43-1; Barnard 2-0-14-0; Mitchell 7-0-38-3. 
Umpires: J H Evans and J W Lloyds. 

Warwickshire Bears v 
Yorkshire Vikings 

Edgbaston (Yorkshire won toss): Warwickshire 
(2pts) beat Yorkshire (0) by five wickets 
Yorkshire Vikings (balls) 

A Lyth c Ambrose b Barker 0 (1) 

tJ M Bairstow c Thornton b Clarke 8 (10) 
J E Root c Ambrose b Clarke 83 (98) 

PSP Handscomb c Ambrose b Barker 15 (18) 
*G S Ballance c Patel b Thornton 22 (42) 
T T Bresnan c Trott b Patel 65 (61) 

M J Waite c Adair b Thornton 71 (58) 

D J Willey c Patel b Thornton 1 (4) 

L E Plunkett not out 3 (4) 

A U Rashid not out 4 (4) 

Extras (lb 3, w 6) 9 

Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 281 

A Rafiq did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-16, 3-50, 4-114, 5-149, 
6-265, 7-273, 8-273. 

Bowling: Barker 10-1-39-2; Clarke 10-0-61-2; 
Thornton 9-0-63-3; Patel 10-0-32-1; Adair 4-0- 
35-0; Javid 6-0-40-0; Thomason 1-0-8-0. 
Warwickshire Bears (balls) 


1 J L Trott c Bairstow b Waite 

70 

(69) 

S R Hain b Rafiq 

55 

(64) 

*1 R Bed c Handscomb b Waite 

98 

(85) 

tT R Ambrose b Rafiq 

0 

(2) 

A Javid c Bresnan b Rafiq 

5 

(14) 

R Clarke not out 

44 

(49) 

A D Thomason not out 

4 

(3) 

Extras (lb 3, w 3, nb 2) 

8 


Total (5 wkts, 47.3 overs) 

284 



K H D Barker, M R Adair, J S Patel and G T Thorn- 
ton did not bat. 


Fall of wickets: 1-124, 2-137, 3-137, 4-167, 5-278. 
Bowling: Willey 6-0-43-0; Bresnan 4-0-32-0; 
Plunkett 7.3-0-53-0; Rashid 10-0-49-0; Rafiq 
10-0-35-3; Waite 7-0-50-2; Root 3-0-19-0. 
Umpires: D J Millns and S J O'Shaunghnessy. 


South group 

Somerset v Essex Eagles 
Taunton (Somerset won toss): Essex (2pts) 
beat Somerset (0) by 72 runs 
Essex Eagles (bads) 

V Chopra Ibw b C Overton 11 (13) 

A N Cook c Davies b J Overton 65 (71) 

T Westley b Van der Merwe 100 (98) 

R S Bopara not out 92 (81) 

*R N Ten Doeschate b Van der Merwe 3 (6) 

S A A Zaidi c Hose b C Overton 32 (25) 

tJ S Foster run out 2 (1) 

P I Walter not out 11 (5) 

MrasXb^jb^w^pJ 18 

Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 334 

S R Harmer, N Wagner and M R Quinn did not bat. 
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-156, 3-209, 4-215, 5-303, 
6-306. 

Bowling: Groenewald 10-0-68-0; Overton 
10-1-79-2; Allenby 7-0-41-0; Wader 6-0-31-0; 
Van der Merwe 10-0-67-2; Overton 7-0-40-1. 
Somerset (bads) 

J G Myburgh c Chopra b Quinn 57 (28) 

*J Allenby c Bopara b Wagner 77 (89) 

P D T rego c Westley b Wagner 5 (5) 

tS M Davies b Harmer 20 (18) 

J C Hildreth c Foster b Ten Doeschate 14 (25) 

A J Hose b Harmer 28 (39) 

R E Van der Merwe c Foster b Wagner 8 (11) 

J Overton c Bopara b Harmer 6 (4) 

C Overton run out 22 (22) 

T D Groenewald c Harmer b Bopara 17 (19) 

M T C Wader not out 0 (0) 

Extras (lb 5, w 3) 8 

Total (43.2 overs) 262 

Fall of wickets: 1-64, 2-72, 3-108, 4-149, 5-202, 
6-212, 7-218, 8-230, 9-262. 

Bowling: Quinn 5-0-41-1; Wagner 8-0-55-3; Harmer 
10-1-56-3; Walter 3-0-22-0; Zaidi 7.2-0-33-0; 
Ten Doeschate 4-0-18-1; Bopara 6-0-32-1. 
Umpires: M Burns and S C Gale. 

Surrey v Hampshire 
Kia Oval (Hampshire won toss): Surrey (2pts) 
beat Hampshire (0) by 66 runs (D/L method) 
Hampshire (bads) 

T P Alsop c Meaker b S Curran 8 (20) 

R R Rossouw c Foakes b T Curran 5 (10) 

*J M Vince c Burns b S Curran 20 (14) 

G J Bailey not out 145 (132) 

L A Dawson c Foakes b Rampaul 17 (26) 

S M Ervine c Foakes b Meaker 6 (14) 

f L D McManus c Burns b Rampaul 2 (5) 

G K Berg Ibw b Rampaul 1 (3) 


KJ Abbott b Rampaul 56 (77) 

M S Crane not out 2 (2) 

Extras (w 3, nb 6) 9 

Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 271 

F H Edwards did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-17, 3-35, 4-62, 5-81, 6-85, 
7-89, 8-241. 

Bowling: T Curran 10-1-59-1; S Curran 10-0-55-2; 
Rampaul 10-1-61-4; Meaker 10-0-41-1; Borthwick 
4-0-22-0; Batty 6-0-33-0. 

Surrey (bads) 

J J Roy c Berg b Abbott 1 (6) 

M D Stoneman c McManus b Edwards 53 (52) 
K C Sangakkara not out 124 (121) 

RJ Burns not out 39 (54) 

Extras (lb 2, w 9, nb 10) 21 

Total (2 wkts, 38 overs) 238 

rB T Foakes, S G Borthwick, S M Curran, T K 
Curran, *G J Batty, S C Meaker and R Rampaul did 
not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-110. 

Bowling: Abbott 7-1-34-1; Edwards 10-0-80-1; 
Berg 8-0-54-0; Dawson 8-0-37-0; Crane 5-0-31-0. 
Umpires: N L Bainton and G D Lloyd. 

Sussex Sharks v Gloucestershire 
Eastbourne (Gloucestershire won toss): Glouc- 
estershire (2pts) beat Sussex (0) by six wickets 
Sussex Sharks (bads) 

C D Nash c Miles b Liddle 25 (20) 

*L J Wright c Mustard b Liddle 84 (108) 

H Z Finch c Klinger b Smith 8 (17) 

S van Zyl Ibw b Howell 0 (6) 

LJ Evans c Miles b Liddle 48 (70) 

tM G K Burgess c Smith b Liddle 11 (25) 

D Wiese st Mustard b Smith 1 (8) 

J C Archer c and b Howell 30 (25) 

D R Briggs b Smith 5 (8) 

WAT Beer cCockbainb Liddle 10 (11) 

J E Taylor not out 1 (2) 

Total (49.5 overs) 240 

Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-66, 3-67, 4-169, 5-182, 
6-191, 7-195, 8-214, 9-229. 


Bowling: Taylor 3-0-22-0; Miles 3-0-20-0; Liddle 
10-0-52-5; Smith 10-1-33-3; Howell 8.5-0-40-2; 
van Buuren 10-1-32-0; Taylor 5-0-36-0. 


Gloucestershire 

(bads) 

tP Mustard b Archer 

6 

(24) 

*M Klinger c Taylor b Beer 

53 

(81) 

G T Hankins Ibw b Beer 

67 (102) 

1 A Cockbain not out 

45 

(48) 

J M R Taylor b Archer 

64 

(36) 

B A C Howell not out 

1 

(1) 


Extras (lb 2, w 3) 5 

Total (4 wkts, 48.4 overs) 241 

G L van Buuren, T M J Smith, C N Miles, C J Liddle 
and M D Taylor did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-121, 3-143, 4-240. 
Bowling: Archer 9.4-2-38-2; Taylor 8-1-50-0; 
Wiese 8-0-42-0; Briggs 9-1-33-0; van Zyl 
4-0-25-0; Beer 10-0-51-2. 

Umpires: M J Saggers and B V Taylor. 


Glamorgan v Kent Spitfires 
Swansea (Kent won toss): Glamorgan (2pts) 
beat Kent (0) by 15 runs 


Glamorgan 

(bads) 

D L Lloyd c Billings b Thomas 

32 

(30) 

*J A Rudolph c Billings b Coles 

3 

(18) 

W D Bragg c Northeast b Haggett 

94 (101) 

C A Ingram c Tredwell b Stevens 

114 

(98) 

K S Carlson c Stevens b Haggett 

19 

(12) 

tC B Cooke c Stevens b Coles 

33 

(21) 

C A J Meschede c Northeast b Thomas 15 

(9) 

A G Salter not out 

29 

(9) 

M de Lange not out 

2 

(3) 


Total (7 wkts, 50 overs) 356 

T van der Gugten and L J Carey did not bat. 

Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-39, 3-251, 4-266, 5-279, 
6-313, 7-327. 

Bowling: Coles 9-1-32-2; Haggett 10-0-82-2; 
Thomas 8-0-74-2; Stevens 6-0-43-1; Tredwell 
10-0-56-0; Hartley 7-0-68-0. 


Kent Spitfires (bads) 

D J Bell-Drummond c Cooke 


b de Lange 

! 17 

(23) 

J L Denly c Cooke b Lloyd 

41 

(43) 

*S A Northeast c Cooke b Lloyd 

14 

(17) 

tS W Billings c de Lange 


(41) 

b van der Gugten 24 


D 1 Stevens c de Lange b Lloyd 

147 

(67) 

(10) 

A J Blake c Cooke b Lloyd 

6 

C J Haggett c Cooke b Carey 

16 

(22) 

M T Coles run out 

26 

(18) 

J C Tredwell run out 

28 

(25) 

C F Hartley b Lloyd 

5 

(11) 

1 A A Thomas not out 

4 

(8) 

Extras (lb 5, vv 6, nb 2) 

13 

Total (47.2 overs) 

341 



Fall of wickets: 1-41, 2-75, 3-76, 4-207, 5-254, 
6-258, 7-299, 8-303, 9-311. 

Bowling: Carey 9-0-60-1; de Lange 9.2-0-42-1; 
van der Gugten 9-0-82-1; Lloyd 10-0-53-5; 
Meschede 6-0-56-0; Ingram 2-0-32-0; Salter 
2 - 0 - 11 - 0 . 

Umpires: N G C Coiwley and M A Gough. 
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Sport Boxing 

‘Why should a mum stepping into 
the ring be any different to a dad?’ 


Natasha Jonas tells 
Sarah Shephard that 
she is not worried about 
how society judges her 
first fight as a mother 

Natasha Jonas is late for training. It 
happens. Especially when your morn- 
ing routine involves getting not only 
yourself but also a small person fed, 
dressed and ready for the day. 

“Here she is, Miss GB,” grins Jonas’s 
trainer, Joe Gallagher, when she walks 
through the door shortly after 10am, 
having dropped off her 17-month-old 
daughter, Mela (pronounced “meela”) 
at her sister’s house and battled the 
M62 to get from her flat in Liverpool to 
Gallagher’s gym in Bolton. 

The Miss GB moniker has been a 
running joke in the gym ever since 
Jonas turned up for her first day of 
training clad head to toe in Union Jack 
adorned kit — a legacy of six years’ box- 
ing as an amateur for Great Britain. 

Shooting Gallagher a wide smile in 
response to his welcome, Jonas gets 
down to business, warming up her 
shoulders for the 90 minutes of work 
ahead. The pair have been working 
together for three months, ever since 
Jonas decided to end her two-year 
retirement from the sport. 

She walked away in April 2015 after 
injury had scuppered her hopes of com- 
peting in the Rio Olympics. At the time, 
amateur boxing was the only viable op- 
tion for Britain’s female fighters and 
Jonas simply did not have the hunger 
for another four-year cycle. 

By the end of 2015 the 32 -year-old 
had another focus: Mela, born a month 
premature. Jonas cups the palm of her 
hand to illustrate just how tiny her new- 
born daughter was: “Her whole body 
fitted in here. She was just over four 
pounds,” she says. 

A year after Mela’s arrival, Jonas was 
presented with the idea of a return to 
boxing. The suggestion came during a 
phone call with her good friend, the 
former Olympic boxer Tom Stalker, 
shortly after the second professional 
fight of Ireland’s Katie Taylor, the boxer 
who defeated Jonas at the London 
Olympics. 

They discussed the excitement 
around women’s boxing, with sugges- 
tions that Nicola Adams was about to 
follow Taylor into the professional 
ranks. Would Jonas consider adding 
her name to that mix, asked Stalker? “I 
was like, ‘Nah, shut up, Tom. All that 
training and diet? I don’t think so.’ ” 

Then she put down the phone and 
asked herself one question: “What’s 
stopping you?” Her first thought was 
her daughter. How would she juggle 
training with being a single mum? 
Jonas separated from Mela’s father not 
long after she was born. Not a problem, 
she reminded herself — the Jonas clan 
is large and tight-knit. There would be 
no shortage of willing childminders. 

Her second thought was the bills. It 
would be a while before she could fight 
and thus collect a pay cheque. “Well, I 
thought, I’m self-employed [Jonas 
works for the Youth Sport Trust and 
runs courses helping unemployed 
people back into work through boxing]. 
There are loads of boxers who work as 
well — it just might have to be at differ- 
ent hours.” 

So, what was the issue? “I picked up 
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Jonas manages to juggle the demands of training with being a single mum to her daughter, Mela, who was born in 2015 


All in a day’s work for British boxing’s single mum 


6am Alarm goes off. I set my 
alarm clock an hour before I 
have to get up. With Team 
GB everybody knew not to 
talk to me before 10.30am. 

7am Breakfast of porridge 
with blueberries, honey, 
strawberries and banana. 

7.30am Get Mela washed 
and dressed. She plays with 
her toys while I get ready. 

8.15am Drive Mela to my 


sister 10-15 minutes away, 
then drive to the gym. 

10-12pm Boxing session 
then shower and lunch. I 
pick up any meals I need for 
the next few days. Lunch is 
normally chicken, sweet 
potato, rice. Evening meal is 
meat and veg. No carbs 
while I’m trying to go down 
in weight. 

1pm We go to the gym and 


chill until about 2pm, then 
do our second session - an 
interval run or swim. 

4pm Pick Mela up from my 
nan’s, where my sister has 
been. We’ll have tea there. 

5pm Home or we’ll sit at 
Nan’s or go to the park. 
There’s usually five or six 
kids at my nan’s belonging 
to my sisters and cousins. 

8pm I get the baby in bed. 


She’s brilliant and sleeps all 
the way through. 

10pm I’ll go to bed but I’m 
awake until 1am on my 
phone or I’ll put something 
on the laptop. I don’t feel 
relaxed without background 
noise. When the baby’s not 
there - she stays at my 
mum’s on a Sunday - it’s a 
nightmare because there’s 
no noise in the house. 


the phone and called Tom back. ‘Hey 
Tom, what do I need to turn pro?’ ” 

Fast-forward a few months and Jonas 
is grimacing her way through a brutal 
morning training session with Gallagh- 
er. After he has finished, the 48-year- 
old trainer admits that he was initially 
apprehensive about taking her on: “I 
didn’t know if she wanted to do it just 
because everyone else was, so I said, 
‘Let’s give it a few weeks and see how 
you get on.’ Sometimes I pushed her 
buttons — made her do a hard session 
to see if she’d go home and say, ‘You 
know what, this isn’t for me any more.’ 

“Then I brought some sparring in. It’s 
all right doing everything else but you 
don’t really know until you start getting 
smacked on the nose again.” 

It turned out that it was the other girl 


Jonas is training 
intensely as she 
prepares for her 
professional 
debut in the 
ring this year 





who left Gallagher’s gym with a bloody 
nose. At that point Gallagher asked 
himself: “What will I feel like if Natasha 
gets a bloody nose?” 

“It’s a bit different 
for her than it 
is for Katie [Tay- 
X" lor] and Nicola 
/ — — [Adams],” he 
says. “I’m 
not just 
| dealing 
with a 
fighter, that’s 
somebody’s mum. 

“Will it influ- 
ence some of my 
decisions down 
the line on a 
few things? 




Yeah, it will. I said to her family, ‘I’ll try 
and bring her back out of the sport the 
way she went into it.’” 

There are countless male boxers who 
step into the ring as parents and most of 
the time it barely merits a mention 
during the pre-fight build up. But Jonas 
knows that Gallagher won’t be the only 
one anxious about her return. 

“Society might think this is different 
[from a father stepping in the ring],” 
Jonas says, “but I think it’ll be the same. 
Boxing is work, it’s just a different type 
of work. We go to work, we come home. 
With her [Mela] being so young, I don’t 
think it’ll matter but I probably will 
have to explain bumps and bruises 
when she’s a bit older. I’m sure the lads 
go through the same thing.” 

On this particular morning, Jonas’s 
“work” starts in the ring where she 
shadowboxes with Callum Smith, the 
former British super-middleweight 
champion, while Gallagher shouts 
instructions. 

The heating is on full blast. Gallagher 
has it this way year-round to prepare his 
boxers for the hot lights of fight night. 
For the next 90 minutes, Jonas throws 
combinations on the pads and heavy 
bags, alternating each round with one- 
minute bouts of box-jumps. 

One round of jumps leaves her bent 
double, gloved hands resting on her 
knees as she tries to slow her breathing. 

“I like pushing myself and seeing that 
improvement,” she says later over 
lunch of chicken, sweet potato and rice 
in the nearby Nutribar cafe. “When I 
first started with Joe I was half a stone 
heavier than I am now and I’d be so 
tired when I got home from training I’d 
crash out on the sofa with the baby — 
I’d just say ‘cuddles’ and we’d fall 
asleep.” 

Jonas believes that with Gallagher’s 
help she will get back to the level of 
fitness that helped her to become a 
World Championship bronze medal- 
winner in 2012 — a feat that secured 
her Britain’s first berth for a female 
boxer at an Olympic Games. She re- 
flects on her time boxing for Team GB 
with mixed emotions, remembering 
the intense high of Olympic qualifica- 
tion — “even talking about it now I get 
all excited” — and the heartbreaking 
low of losing to Taylor in front of a 
home crowd at London 2012. “I don’t 
think I was ever the same after that.” 

The lightweight bout was a highlight 
of the women’s Olympic tournament 
but the plaudits couldn’t quell Jonas’s 
pain. As she left the ring and set eyes on 
her mum, Jonas burst into tears. “For 
the next two days I just couldn’t stop 
crying. I remember going to bed that 
night and I’d been crying all day.” 

A date has yet to be set for her profes- 
sional debut, which will also be her first 
fight since becoming a mum. “I can’t see 
my mindset being any different, 
obviously on a bigger scale, Mela is my 
motivation; everything I do has her best 
interests at the heart of it,” Jonas says. 

Gallagher meanwhile, says that he 
first knew that Jonas’s mind was fully 
back in the game after he took her to 
watch Taylor’s fight on the undercard of 
Anthony Crolla’s world title bout in 
Manchester in March: “She came in the 
gym on the Monday morning and said, 
‘I’ve seen holes in Katie Taylor.’ ” 

Gallagher smiles: “I thought, ‘You’re 
in now. You’ve got the bug.’ Then at the 
press conference yesterday she said 
it was easier for her to come back to 
boxing than it was for her to leave. 
It’s her thing.” 
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Racing Sport 


Stoute colt backed for Derby 


Rob Wright Racing Editor 

The Sir Michael Stoute-trained Crystal 
Ocean, who runs in the Betfred Dante 
Stakes at York on Thursday, was heavily 
backed yesterday for the Investec 
Derby at Epsom on June 3. 

Stoute has used the Dante as a prep 
race for three of his five Derby winners 


Windsor 

Rob Wright 

5.20 Jake's Hill 7.20 Mitchum Swagger 

5.50 Secret Advisor 7.50 Call Me Grumpy 

6.20 Last Voyage 8.20 Sussex Ranger 

6.50 Sparkalot 

Thunderer: 6.20 Last Page (nap). 6.50 Sparkalot. 

Going: good, good to firm in places 

Draw: 5f-6f, low numbers best At The Races 

5.20 Maiden Stakes (£2,911: im 2f) (16) 

1 (14) 2- BULLINGT0N BEAR 394 (P) Jane Chapple-Hyam 4-10-0 


0 Murphy 

2 (10) 00 C'EST NO MOUR 21 P Hedger 4-10-0 3§Vlarquand 

3 (4) 32-P CHIEFOFCHIEFS 7 C Fellowes 4-10-0 S Donohoe 

4 (2) SPARTE QUERCUS E Dunlop 4-10-0 A Kirby 

5 (11) DESE RT SONS P Phelan 3-8-13 J Egan 

6 (3) 0-2 HIGHLAND CRADLE 44 Sir M Stoute 3-8-13 RL Moore 

7 (7) 46- JAKE'S HILL 196 E Houghton 3-8-13 C Bishop 

8 (9) 8 KING KEVIN 23 E Dunlop 3-8-13 ’ AFresu 

9 .#§ 0 ORIN SWIFT 21 J Portman 3-8-13 M Godwin (5) 

10 (6) 534- 2 ROMANOR 1 9 (H) E Walker 3-8-13 W Buick 

11(13) 344- SEE OF ROME 206 R Hughes 3-8-13 F M Berry 

12(15) STAR GYPSY L Cumani 3-8-13 J P Spencer 

13(16) 00 THEGLASGOWWARRIOR 23 M Bell 3-8-13 L Steward 

14 (1) TIGER KHAN H Dunlop 3-8-13 P Cosgrave 


15(12) 0- AUTUMN GLOW 208 Miss J Ellis 3-8-8 J Osborn (7) 

16 (5) 6- LADY BERGAMOT 194 J Fanshawe 3-8-8 G Wood (5) 

2-1 Highland Cradle, 7-2 Romanor, See Of Rome, 8-1 Sparte Quercus, 12-1 others. 
Rob Wright's choice: Jake's Hill was unsuited by a drop in 
tripat Kempton Dangers: Highland Cradle, Bullington Bear 

5.50 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,690: 1 m 2 f) (13) 


1 (5) 331- CROWNED EAGLE 194 J Gosden 9-7 L Dettori 

2 (13) 12-00 WESTERN DUKE 26 R Beckett 9-7 F M Berry 

3 (8) 51- ROSARNO 206 (T) C Hills 9-5 A Atzeni 

4 (11) 1 COMRADE CONRAD 35 (CD) R Charlton 9-3 

K Shoemark (3) 

5 (10) 214 BUSH HOUSE 43 (B) H Palmer 9-3 M M Monaghan (3) 

6 (9) 1 SECRET ADVISOR 15 C Appleby 9-3 W Buick 

7 (6) -4115 VANTAGE POINT 19 (P,BF) G L Moore 9-2 R L Moore 

8 (2) 14- TAMAYEF 213 H Palmer 9-0 James Doyle 

9 (4) 51- BUZZ 152 H Morrison 9-0 L Keniry 

10 (7) 10 MORI YOSHINARI 33 (BF) R Hannon 8-13 T Marquand 

11 (3) 1-3 MANANGATANG 26 L Cumani 8-12 J P Spencer 

12 (1) 040-5 FASTNET SPIN 10 (B,C) P D Evans 8-11 J Egan 

13(12) 00-1 LIGHTLY SQUEEZE 28 (H,P) P Hide 8-11 O Murphy 
11-4 Crowned Eagle, 9-2 Comrade Conrad, Secret Advisor, 7-1 Rosarno, 10-1 
Buzz, Manangatang, Vantage Point, 12-1 Bush House, 14-1 others. 


Wright choice: Secret Advisor stayed on strongly to win 
over a mile at Thirsk Dangers: Manangatang, Bush House 


6.20 Novice Stakes ( 2 -Y-O: £6,469: 5f) (8) 


1 (2) 42 CHOICE ENCOUNTER 13 M Bell 9-2 J P Spencer 

2 (4) 4 INDIAN WARRIOR 13 E Dunlop 9-2 James Doyle 

3 (6) 22 LAST PAGE 31 P D Evans 9-2 J Egan 

4 (5) LAST VOYAGE C Appleby 9-2 W Buick 

5 (1) 5 Sf^§GHT A SH 38 R Hannon 9-2 T Marquand 

6 (7) WILDNIGHTINVEGAS R Hannon 9-2 S Levey 

7 (3) BOND ANGEL P D Evans 8-11 T Queally 

8 (8) FOLLOWING BREEZE J Boyle 8-11 D Probert 


2-1 Last Voyage, 4-1 Choice Encounter, Last Page, 6-1 Straight Ash, 8-1 others. 

Wright choice: Last Voyage is well bred and can win for his 
in-form stable Dangers: Last Page, Indian Warrior 

6.50 Handicap (£7,439: 6f I2y) (9) 


1 (2) 3350- LAWMAKING 173 (D) H Spiller 4-10-0 L Keniry 

2 (3) 0-133 ALKHOR 18 (C,D) R Hannon 4-9-11 L Dettori 

3 (9) 055-2 GORING 14 (CD,BF) E Houghton 5-9-9 J Fahy 

4 (6) 414-l'llME TO EXCEED 16 (D) H Candy 4-9-5 R L Moore 

5 (5) 431-0 GULLIVER 25 (T,B) H Palmer 3-9-4 A Atzeni 

6 (1) 40-00 ENGLISHMAN 21 (CD) J M Bradley 7-9-4 D Probert 

7 (8) 411-2 DON'T BLAME ME 45 (D) Clive Cox 4-9-0 A Kirby 

8 (4) 34-13 SWORD EXCEED 25 (D) I Furtado 3-8-9 O Murphy 

9 (7) 4 1 SPARKALOT 18 (D) S Dow 3-8-4 J Egan 


4-1 Time To Exceed, 9-2 Sword Exceed, 5-1 Gulliver, Sparkalot, 7-1 Alkhor, 
Don't Blame Me, 8-1 Goring, 12-1 Englishman, 33-1 Lawmaking. 

Wright choice: Sparkalot looked a useful prospect at 
Kempton and is well-in Dangers: Gulliver, Sword Exceed 


7.20 Stakes (Listed: £20,983: 1m 31y) (7) 

1 (4) 123-3 JALLOTA 17 C Hills 6-9-7 J P Spencer 

2 (7) 42-10 KOOL KOMPANY 17 (C,D,BF) R Hannon 5-9-5 R L Moore 

3 (1) -O6O01EACH B AR 51J (H,D) B Powell 6-9-2 F M Berry 

4 (2) 40-00 BIG BAZ 23 (D) W Muir 7-9-2 James Doyle 

5 (5) 223-3 FIRMAMENT 12 (D) D O'Meara 5-9-2 D Tudhope 

6 (6) 130-5 KASPERSKY 12 (D) Jane Chapple-Hyam 6-9-2 A Kirby 

7 (3) 205-5 MITCHUM SWAGGER 17 (D) D Lanigan 5-9-2 T Queally 
11-4 Jallota, Kool Kompany, 3-1 Firmament, 4-1 Mitchum Swagger, 8-1 
Kaspersky, 20-1 Big Baz, 33-1 Beach Bar. 

Wright choice: Mitchum Swagger was given too much to 
do in group two company at Sandown Danger: Firmament 


7.50 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,911: 1m 31y) (14) 

1 (6) 3-566 RAPID RISE 16 D Brown 9-7 S Levey 

2 (9) 6-63 DRAGONS VOICE 68 P Hide 9-7 JP Spencer 

3 (13) 630-5 SPIRIT OF BELLE 40 P D Evans 9-6 J Egan 

4 (10) 564- CALL ME GRtjl|Y 199 R Varian 9-6 A Atzeni 

5 (7) 353-4 PACOFILHA 14 P Cole 9-5 L Morris 

6 (14) 00-43 IT'S HOW WE ROLL 61 J Spearing 9-4 T Marquand 

7 (3) 0405- INGLEBY MACKENZIE 213 M Channon 9-4 C Bishop 

8 (2) 2404- ONE TOO MANY 237 D Brown 9-3 K Shoemark (3) 

9 (1) 3315|i|zviliJ) 26 (P,D) P D Evans 9-3 D Tudhope 

10(11) 320- SALIERI 187 A King 9-3 D Sweeney 

11 (5) 050- LADY KAVIAR 237 G Margarson 9-3 T Queally 

12 (4) 5401 BA DENSCOTH 21 (H,D) D Ivory 9-3 J Duern (3) 

13 (8) 00-0 MORELLO 21 H Candy 9-2 P Cosgrave 

14(12) 450- MACH ONE 194 (B) Clive Cox 9-2 A Kirby 

4-1 Badenscoth, Call Me Grumpy, 7-1 Dragons Voice, Mach One, 8-1 It's How 
We Roll, 10-1 Pacofilha, 12-1 Morello, 14-1 Salieri, 16-lothers. 

Wright choice: Call Me Grumpy seems sure to appreciate 
this stiffer test Dangers: Badenscoth, It's How We Roll 


and the well-bred Crystal Ocean was 
cut to 100-30, from 6-1, by Coral for 
what is regularly the most informative 
trial for Epsom. The colt is now a 14-1 
chance for the Blue Riband. 

John Gosden’s Cracksman, an 
unbeaten son of Frankel who narrowly 
won on his reappearance, remains the 


7-4 favourite for Thursday’s 

race. 

8.20 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,911: Im 3f 99y) (11) 

1 (8) 4-21 BLUSHING RED 66 E Dunlop 9-7 James Doyle 

2 (1) 5-451 ROAD TO DUBAI 9 G Scott 9-7 

G Wood (5) 

3 (2) 3-24 GOLDEN WOLF 19 R Hughes 9-6 

J Fortune 

4 (11) 613-0 JE SUIS CHARLIE 26 M Bell 9-6 

J P Spencer 

5 (7) 326-5 WORDSEARCH 19 H Palmer 9-6 

R L Moore 

6 (3) 220 ULYSSES 21 (B) R Beckett 9-6 

F M Berry 

7 (4) 45-03 CHAPARRACHIK 9 Mrs A Perrett 9-5 

K Shoemark (3) 

8 (6) 043- SUSSEX RANGER 159 G L Moore 9-5 

H Crouch (3) 

9 (10) 0-00 MARETTIMO 21 C Hills 8-13 

A Atzeni 

10 (9) 660- ASTUTE BOY 158 E Vaughan 8-13 

A Beschizza 

11 (5) 61013 CHAMASAY 29 (BF) P D Evans 8-10 

J Egan 


9-2 Blushing Red, Road To Dubai, 11-2 Wordsearch, 13-2 Chaparrachik, Golden 
Wolf, 8-1 Je Suis Charlie, 10-1 Marettimo, 12-1 Astute Boy, 14-1 others. 

Wright choice: Sussex Ranger shaped well at Kempton and 
this trip will suit Dangers: Road To Dubai, Ulysses 


Towcester 

Rob Wright 

5.30 Mighty Missile 7.30 Three Colours Red 

6.00 Better Days 8.00 Bear's Affair 

6.30 Seelateralligator 8.30 Kaveman 

7.00 Newton Geronimo 

Going: good to firm, good in places At The Races 


5.30 Handicap Hurdle (£4,549: 2m) (8) 


1 

03F1- BURRENBRIDGE HOTEL 17 (D) H Oliver 6-12-0 T O'Brien 

2 

2451- HONEY POUND 32 (H,CD) T Vaughan 9-11-12 A Johns (3) 

3 

2015- JAZZY 94 (T,P,D) M Keighley 4-11-10 A Tinkler 

4 

P623- BOY IN A BENTLEY 21 (V) K Bailey 7-11-10 D Bass 

5 

3321- MIGHTY MISSILE 22 (P,D) B Barr 6-11-9 R Johnson 

6 

F320- MY BROTHER SYLVEST 172 (D) B Barr 11-11-8 M Heard (5) 

7 

42 P-6 MIRACLE CURE 14 (B,D) Miss V Williams 8-11-5 

C Deutsch (3) 

8 

00/4- WHILE YOU WAIT 27 (CD) S Gardner 8-11-4 L Gardner (3) 

11-4 Honey Pound, 7-2 Burrenbridge Hotel, Mighty Missile, 5-1 Boy In A 
Bentley, 8-1 Jazzy, 14-1 Miracle Cure, 16-1 others. 

6.00 Handicap Chase (£4,549: 3m I02y) (5) 

i 

1412- BETTER DAYS 25 (D) N Twiston-Davies 6-11-12 

S Twiston-Davies 

2 

311-1 RIDDLESTOWN 11 (B,C,D) C Fryer 10-11-10 

Mr J Andrews (7) 

3 

1360- UPBEAT COBBLER 30 (CD) H Daly 9-11-10 R Johnson 

4 

F303- TOM NEARY 34 (T) R Walford 10-11-10 J Best 

5 

63P3- FINANCIAL CLIMATE 65 (B,D) 0 Sherwood 10-11-3 

H Beswick (7) 

7-4 Riddlestown, 5-2 Better Days, 5-1 Upbeat Cobbler, 6-1 others. 

6.30 Mares’ Mdn Hurdle (£3,249: 2m) (6) 

i 

154- GLANVILLES GUEST 95 (D) Nick Mitchell 5-11-0 G Sheehan 

2 

OF- MAC BELLA 42 E Williams 5-11-0 A Wedge 

3 

320-6 MONAR ROSE 14 (H,T) B Case 5-11-0 D Jacob 

4 

3/5 NAMPARAROO 14 D Bridgwater 8-11-0 T Scudamore 

5 

001-3 SEELATERALLIGATOR 14 (D) D Skelton 5-11-0 H Skelton 

6 

0 SIMPLY BUSINESS 14 (H) C Longsdon 4-10-10 S Bowen 

7-4 Seelateralligator, 7-2 Nampararoo, 4-1 Monar Rose, 5-1 Glanvilles Guest, 
9-1 Simply Business, 12-1 Mac Bella. 

7.00 Beginners’ Chase (£4,549: 2m) (5) 

i 

/005- BELMONT PARK 65 (P) D Bridgwater 6-11-2 T Scudamore 

2 

4/34- BOSTON BLUE 302 (D) A Carroll 10-11-2 L Edwards 

3 

1165- NEWTON GERONIMO 257 (H,D) B Pauling 8-11-2 

N De Boinville 

4 

323-6 BENNYS GIRL 10 Dai Williams 9-10-9 D Bass 

5 

0560- GRAY WOLF RIVER 61 R Harper 6-10-9 Miss P Fuller (7) 

4-11 Newton Geronimo, 4-1 Belmont Park, 13-2 Boston Blue, 33-1 others. 

7.30 Amateur Riders’ Handicap 


Hurdle (£3,120: 2m 3f 34y) (11) 

i 

2F25- YOUR TURN 30 (T,P) T Gretton 6-11-12 Mr H Morshead (5) 

2 

2533- WAZOWSKI 40 D McCain 8-11-12 Mr T Gillard (7) 

3 

5253- ASOCKASTAR 62 (P,BF) T Vaughan 9-11-10 Mr E David (5) 

4 

3230- THREE COLOURS RED 20F (P) R Stephens 5-11-8 

Mr M Winstone (7) 

5 

2336- THE KVILLEKEN 172 (D) M Keighley 9-11-7 Mr A Hark (7) 

6 

/05-5 DUCLOYNE LADY 14 H Oliver 8-11-4 Doubtful 

7 

310-1 GOODNIGHT CHARLIE 14 (V,CD) C Fryer 7-11-4 

Mr S Davies-Thomas (3) 

8 

600-1 CLEARLY CAPABLE 5 B Barr 8-11-1 Mr S Houlihan (5) 

9 

POPP- AMBER FLUSH 94F (P) C Ellam 8-10-10 Mr J Smith (7) 

10 5U40- STORM ALERT 34 S Gardner 10-10-5 Mr R Stoneman (7) 

11 

53P6- TRIBAL DANCE 165 (P,D) John O'Shea 11-10-0 

Miss B Hampson 

11-4 Goodnight Charlie, 100-30 Clearly Capable, 5-1 Asockastar, 11-2 
Wazowski, 13-2 Three Colours Red, 9-1 Your Turn, 12-1 others. 

8.00 Hunters’ Chase (£1,872: 3m I02y) (7) 

i 

2301- BEAR'S AFFAIR 21 (D) P Rowley 11-12-2 Mr A Edwards (3) 

2 

P622- ABBEYVIEW 20 Mrs S Crow 10-12-0 Mr J Andrews (5) 

3 

4232- DONE A RUNNER 28P (T,BF) D Peters 11-11-12 

Mr D Peters (7) 

4 

045 P- HUNTERS LODGE 44P (T,P,D) A Hill 11-11-12 

Mr G Henderson (7) 

5 

126- P THE RODEO CLOWN 10 G Burton 12-11-12 Mr S Burton (7) 

6 

PUF-P U ME AND THEM 10 (V) Miss H Taylor 8-11-12 

Miss K Lyons (7) 

7 

221-2 DABINETT MOON 10 Mrs F Marriott 9-11-5 

Mrs C Hardwick (3) 

11-8 Bear's Affair, 6-4 Dabinett Moon, 7-2 Abbeyview, 16-1 others. 

8.30 NH Flat Race (£2,599: im 7f I5iy) (6) 

1 

62- DELATITE 32 (P) J Berry 5-11-2 H Cobden 

2 

4- KALA CASTLE 361 D Loder 5-11-2 N De Boinville 

3 

6-3 KAVEMAN 10 G L Moore 5-11-2 J E Moore 

4 

5- HONEST VIC 27 H Daly 4-10-12 R Johnson 

5 

04- SMILEY 24 J S Mullins 4-10-12 J McGrath 

6 

2- MADAME FIONA 19 (H) M Keighley 5-10-9 A Tinkler 

7-4 Kaveman, 15-8 Delatite, 11-4 Madame Fiona, 10-1 others. 


Blinkered first time: Brighton 2.40 Mr Chuckles. 
4.20 Tempuran. 4.50 Royal Sentiment, Lord E, Lemon 
Drop. Wetherby 3.25 Like No Other. 5.00 Diamond 
Runner. Windsor 5.50 Fastnet Spin. 7.50 Mach One. 8.20 
Ulysses. 


Brighton 

Rob Wright 

2.10 Secret Strategy 4.20 Spirit Of The Vale 

2.40 Broughtons Fancy 4.50 Royal Sentiment 

3.15 One Big Surprise 5.25 Sandfrankskipsgo 

3.50 Morning Suit 

Going: good, good to soft in places 

Draw: no advantage At The Races 

2.10 Maiden Stakes (£2,911: 5f 60y) (5) 

1 (2) 00- BALLYSAMPSON 185 S Dow 3-9-3 H Crouch (3) 

2 (4) 0-0 GENERAL GERRARD 15 (T) M Madgwick 3-9-3 

G Wood (5) 

3 (1) 224 SECRET STRATEGY 18 Miss J Feilden 3-9-3 A Beschizza 

4 (3) 322- GOLDEN EASTER 280 (BF) R Cowell 3-8-12 L Morris 

5 (5) 42 LAMBRINI LEGACY 13 Mrs L Williamson 3-8-12 K O'Neill 

4-6 Golden Easter, 13-8 Secret Strategy, 15-2 Lambrini Legacy, 33-1 others. 


2.40 Handicap (£2,264: 5f 215y) (8) 

1 (7) 4-050 TORMENT 7 (P,D) C Wallis 4-9-9 S De Sousa 

2 (5) 00-0 1 WHITECREST 12 (C,D) J Spearing 9-9-7 L Morris 

3 (2) /046- THE PERFECT SHOW 212 J M Bradley 4-9-4 R Winston 

4 (1) 04142 BROUGHTONS FANCY 13 (D,BF) G L Moore 4-9-4 

T J Murphy 

5 (3) 4115MAL7i®AN BOLEH 12 (V,C,D) PigficEntee 7-9-0 

Jacob Mitchell (7) 

6 (6) 430- Q BUSHWIS E 122 (P,D) J M Bradley 4-8-11 D Probert 

7 (8) 00526 KRISTOFF 20 (P) J Boyle 4-8-7 Isobel Francis (7) 

8 (4) 23244 MR CHUCKLES 19 (E,B) D M Loughnane 4-8-7 D Egan (7) 
9-4 Whitecrest, 5-2 Broughtons Fancy, 6-1 Mr Chuckles, 13-2 The Perfect 
Show, 9-1 Torment, 10-1 Malaysian Boleh, 12-1 Bushwise, 16-1 Kristoff. 


3.15 Handicap (£2,911: 6f 2iOy) (6) 

1 (3) 430-1 ONE BIG SURPRISE 20 (C) R Hughes 5-9-7 F M Berry 

2 (2) 0-116 MURDANOVA 62 (D,BF) D M Loughnane 4-9-4 R Winston 

3 (6) 44033 SWISS CROSSp (T,P,CD) Phi^Ent#||-9-4 D Probert 

4 (4) 0-103 BLACK CAESAR 100 (CD) P Hide 6-9-3 H Bentley 

5 (5) 2100- IN KEN'S MEMORY 215 M Appleby 4-8-13 S De Sousa 

6 (1) 6000 - POPESWOOD 14 7 (D) L Carter 5-8-10 Ajjjjlil 

7-4 One Big Surprise, 9-4 Black Caesar, 9-2 Murdanova, 6-1 Swiss Cross, 9-1 
In Ken's Memory, 16-1 Popeswood. 

3.50 Handicap (£4,690: 7f 2iiy) (7) 

1 (3) 10-35 DREAM OF SUMMER 2 (D) A Balding 4-10-0 D Probert 

2 (4) 210-6 BRITISH EMBASSY 23 (H,D) W G M Turner 5-9-13 

R While (5) 

3 (7) 022-1 MORNING SUIT 128 (D) M Johnston 3-9-3 S De Sousa 

4 (6) -0131 SHIFTING STAR 12 (T,V,CD) J Bridger 12-9-0 W A Carson 

5 (1) 214 MUNAWER 25 H Palmer 3-8-13 M M Monaghan (3) 

6 (2) 23 -4 RADJASH 35 ( P,BF) C Appleby 3-8-12 M Lane 

7 (5) 501- DIAMOND BEAR 214 (CD) Sir M Prescott 3-8-11 L Morris 
11-4 Diamond Bear, 100-30 Morning Suit, 4-1 Munawer, 11-2 Dream Of 
Summer, Radjash, 7-1 Shifting Star, 16-1 British Embassy. 


4.20 Handicap (£2,911: 1m 3f 198y) (6) 

1 (3) 23443 LIGHT OF AIR 20 G L Moore 4-9-7 T J Murphy 

2 (5) -544 1 iELAjjl5 (D) R Ford 4-9-5 Cal Rodrigu ez (5) 

3 (4) 20-56 PEARLY PRINCE 11 (H,P) M Bosley 5-9-5 H Crouch (3) 

4 (1) 00340 TEMPURAN 18J (V,C,D) D Bridgwater 8-8-11 J Quinn 

5 (6) 41254 SPIRIT OF THE VAL E 24 (H,T) 0 Greenall 4-8-7 S A Gray 

6 (2) 40-00 LIVE DANGEROUSLY 20 (C) J Bridger 7-8-7 W A Carson 
6-4 Melabi, 100-30 Light Of Air, 9-2 Pearly Prince, 11-2 Spirit Of The Vale, 9-1 
Tempuran, 10-1 Live Dangerously. 


4.50 Classified Stakes (£2,264: im 2f) (15) 

1 (9) 000-0 BACK TO LOVE 19 (H,P) M Gillard 4-9-7 C Shepherd (3) 

2 (11) -3406 BETSALOTTIE 40 J Bridger 4-9-7 W A Carson 

3 (7) 336-0 CRANWELL 68 (H) G Baker 5-9-7 D Sweeney 

4 (8) 06060 GAMESTERS LAD 12 (P) 0 Greenall 5-9-7 S A Gray 

5 (13) 000-3 PROVOKING 13 P D Evans 4-9-7 Doubtful 

6 (6) 0000- SUZI ICON 296 (H,P) M Appleby 5-9-7 S De Sousa 

7 (15) 45225 AV A WORD 37 (P) D Kubler 3-8-6 L Morris 

8 (10) 0-046 HI THERE SILVER 33 (P) M Madgwick 3-8-6 K O'Neill 

9 (12) 000- LADYj^Olj^9 A Bailey 3-8-6 J Haynes 

10 (5) 40-06 LEMON DROP 20 (B) J Boyle 3-8-6 Isobel Francis (7) 

11 (4) 00-0 LET'S SWAY 20 (H) A Murphy 3-8-6 L Souza 

12 (1) 500 LORD E 27 (V) G L Moore 3-8-6 N Garbu tt (3) 

13(14) 06-56 NETLEY ABBEY 21 H Dunlop 3-8-6 Rhiain Ingram (7) 

14 (2) 050- ROYAL SENTIMENT 152 (V) M Usher 3-8-6 D Brock 

15 (3) 003-4 VARUN'S BRIDE 21 R Hannon 3-8-6 Hollie Doyle (3) 

3-1 Varun's Bride, 7-2 Netley Abbey, 11-2 Betsalottie, 8-1 Av A Word, 9-1 
Lemon Drop, 10-1 Suzi Icon, 12-1 Cranwell, 14-1 Gamesters Lad, 16-lothers. 

5.25 Handicap (£2,911: 5f 60y) (5) 

1 (5) 16423 THE BIG LAD 10 (B,D) R Hughes 5-10-0 Nicola Currie (7) 

2 (3) 5026MfiiFRANlrt ) SGO 13 (CD) P Crat^0-0 

H Crouch (3) 

3 (4) -3456 BILLYOAKES 84 (P,D) C Wallis 5-9-5 L Morris 

4 (2) 053-0 CHERRY KOOL 47 (T,D) S C Williams 4-9-5 A Jones (3) 

5 (1) 0-566 TAAJUB 20 (D) P Crate 10-9-2 D Sweeney 

15-8 Sandfrankskipsgo, 9-4 The Big Lad, 4-1 Cherry Kool, 9-2 Billyoakes, 8-1 
Taajub. 


Course specialists 

Brighton: Trainers H Palmer, 3 from 9 runners, 
33.3%; P Hide, 11 from 42, 26.2%; R Hannon, 20 
from 90, 22.2%; R Hughes, 6 from 28, 21.4%. 

Jockey J Haynes, 3 from 11 rides, 27.3%. 

Kempton: Trainers N Henderson, 51 from 189, 
27.0%; H Fry, 9 from 50, 18.0%; J Scott, 6 from 36, 
16.7%; A King, 22 from 141, 15.6%. 

Jockey H Bannister, 4 from 14, 28.6%. 

Towcester: Trainers H Oliver, 8 from 27, 29.6%; B 
Pauling, 12 from 43, 27.9%; T Vaughan, 5 from 19, 
26.3%. Jockey J McGrath, 8 from 21, 38.1%. 

Windsor: Trainers R Varian, 27 from 89, 30.3%; D 
Lanigan, 6 from 23, 261%; C Fellowes, 3 from 13, 
23.1%; J Gosden, 15 from 70, 21.4%. 

Jockey A Atzeni, 34 from 119, 28.6%. 


Kempton Park 

Rob Wright 

2.00 Ok Corral 3.35Toviere 

2.30 Pleasure Dome 4.10 Seven Kingdoms 
3.05 Midnight Cowboy 4.40 Spader (nb) 

Going: good, good to firm in places Racing UK 
2.00 Novices’ Hurdle (£3,249: 2m) (8) 

1 00/1- SHINING ROMEO 17 (D) D Quinn 5-11-5 J Quinlan 

2 0- FREE ONE 17 (H) Jo Davis 5-10-12 Lizzie Kelly (3) 

3 12/ OK CORRAL 746 (C,D) N Henderson 7-10-12 A Coleman 

4 PASAKA BOY 199F H Whittington 7-10-12 H Bannister 

5 RED COSSACK 35F (H,T) P Webber 6-10-12 J Best 

6 32- RUWASI 19 F (BF) G L Moore 6-10-12 J E Moore 

7 3- ZEPHYROS 29 (H) D Bridgwater 6-10-12 T Scudamore 

8 P CHICIIAPIDA 5 G Haywood 5-10-5 Alice Mills (5) 

5-4 0k Corral, 7-2 Ruwasi, 9-2 Shining Romeo, 11-2 Zephyros, 8-1 Pasaka Boy, 
20-1 Red Cossack, 100-1 Chica Rapida, Free One. 


2.30 Mares’ Maiden Hurdle 

(£3,249: 2m 5f) (6) 

1 3432- COMELY 64 N Henderson 5-11-1 J McGrath 

2 465- CORRIE LOCH 28 (H) A King 5-11-1 W Hutchinson 

3 5U3P- GOWELL 24 J S Mullins 6-11-1 Kevin Jones (5) 

4 5544- LITTLE ACORN 42 (P,BF) H Fry 6-11-1 N Fehily 

5 554P- RAISING HOPE 76 (T) P Henderson 8-11-1 

Mr B Paris-Crofts (7) 

6 35- PLEASURE DOME 139 (P) Jonjo O'Neill 4-10-10 A Coleman 
9-4 Pleasure Dome, 5-2 Little Acorn, 3-1 Comely, 5-1 Corrie Loch, 10-1 Gowell, 
66-1 Raising Hope. 


3.05 Novices’ Handicap Chase 


(£4,549: 2m 4f 110y) (8) 

1 123-3 MIDNIGHT COWBOY 14 A King 6-12-3 W Hutchinson 

2 246-3 DOITFORJOE 1 (T) D Dennis 7-11-12 Doubtful 

3 /P62- CLONDAW BANKER 27 (D) N Henderson 8-11-10 J McGrath 

4 POF-6 BINGO D'OLIVATE 14 N Williams 6-11-9 R Dunne 

5 232U/ DE BLACKSMITH 409 (D) G L Moore 9-11-6 J E Moore 

6 2F02- MAH LERS STAR 23 D Bridgwater 7-11-4 T Scudamore 

7 26 00- TOWER OF ALLEN 46 N Henderson 6-10-12 N De Boinville 

8 6202- FINGERS CROSSED 32 P Webber 7-10-9 R McLernon 


3-1 Clondaw Banker, 4-1 Mahlers Star, Midnight Cowboy, 13-2 Tower Of Allen, 
7-1 Fingers Crossed, De Blacksmith, 12-1 Bingo D'Olivate. 


3.35 Novices’ Handicap Hurdle 


(£3,249: 2m 5f) (7) 

1 2343- TOVIERE 43 0 Sherwood 6-11-12 L Aspell 

2 04P-2 QUARENTA 14 (P) Jonjo O'Neill 5-11-12 A Coleman 

3 4500- MAGIC BULLET 140 (H) N Henderson 6-11-9 N De Boinville 

4 6005- I'M STILL WAITING 117 (H) F O'Brien 5-11-5 P Brennan 

5 6456- SCHNABEL 55 D Dennis 5-11-3 N Fehily 

6 0301- MAB DAB 28 Mrs L Jewell 6-11-2 M Goldstein 

7 5/62- BE MY SEA 21F (BF) A Carroll 6-11-2 L Edwards 


3-1 Quarenta, 7-2 Magic Bullet, 9-2 Be My Sea, 6-1 Mab Dab, 13-2 Toviere, 
7-1 I'm Still Waiting, 9-1 Schnabel. 


4.10 Handicap Chase 

(£5,198: 2m 4f 110y) (8) 

1 531P- FLASHMAN 29 (B,BF) G L Moore 8-11-13 J Moore 

2 P/45- MORGAN'S BAY 156 (C) Mrs L Mongan 12-11-12 L Aspell 

3 6441- SEVEN KINGDOMS 27 (T,P,C) D Dennis 5-11-10 N Fehily 

4 4P54- MINELLA FORFITNESS 24 (C,D) C Pogson 10-11-10 

A Pogson 

$ 65P1- MOORLANDS JACK 30 (P,CD) J Scott 12-11-9 N Scholffeld 

6 4312- TRIPLE CHIEF 34 (B) C Down 6-11-8 C Gethings (3) 

7 54P5- IONA DAYS 37 (P,D) Julian Smith 12-10-12 M D Grant 

8 /P34- GET BACK TO ME 51 S Eearle 10-10-7 Alice Mills (5) 


3-1 Triple Chief, 7-2 Moorlands Jack, Seven Kingdoms, 11-2 Minella 
Forfitness, 7-1 Flashman, 10-1 Get Back To Me, 16-1 Iona Days, Morgan's Bay. 


4.40 Handicap Hurdle (£3,249: 2m) (ID 

1 14P4- SALTO CHISCO 30 (D) H Whittington 9-12-0 H Bannister 

2 1141 $pMi 14 tyjnabel Murphy 6-11-13 C Poste 

3 0004- ERMYN'S EMERALD 27 P Phelan 5-11-12 N P Madden 

4 5513- CAPRICE D'ANGLAIS 28 (P,D) S Thomas 5-11-12 H Reed (7) 

5 643- KOHUMA 27 R Walford 7-11-11 MrJ Newman (7) 

6 0264- ZANTE 27 (P,D,BF) G L Moore 5-11-10 J Moore 

7 0640- MIDNIGHT JITTERBUG 21 N Williams 5-11-9 I Popham 

8 6633- SPADER 30 (T) D Skelton 4-11-7 H Skelton 

9 6420- PEPPAY LE PUGH 24 (T,BF) D Dennis 6-11-1 N Fehily 

10 0003- BLACK BUBLE 30 A Carroll 4-11-0 L Edwards 

11 055-0 BLACKFIRE 14 (P) T Symonds 5-10-7 B Poste (3) 


4-1 Spader, 5-1 Peppay Le Pugh, Zante, 11-2 Caprice D'Anglais, 6-1 Salto 
Chisco, 9-1 Blackfire, 12-1 Black Buble, Kohuma, 14-1 others. 


Wetherby 

Rob Wright 

1.50 Alwahsh 
2.20 Red Royalist 

2.50 Lydia's Place 
3.25 Zodiakos (nap) 

Going: good to firm 
Draw: no advantage 

1.50 Maiden Stakes 


(3-Y-O: £2,911: Im 2f) (11) 


1 (ID 

0-2 ALWAHSH 20 W Haggas 9-5 

J Crowley 

2 (3) 

BORN TO BE ALIVE K Burke 9-5 

C Lee (5) 

3 (10) 

5 DAWAALEEB 27 C Hills 9-5 

D O'Neill 

4 (7) 

00 FOXY REBEL 15 Mrs R Carr 9-5 

J Sullivan 

5 (9) 

5 PILGRIM'S TREASURE 25 C Appleby 9-5 

Kevin Stott 

6 (8) 

POWDERHOUSE C Appleby 9-5 

P Makin 

7 (2) 

0- SHYMKENT 194 D O'Meara 9-5 

D Tudhope 

8 (1) 

UBER COOL Jane Chapple-Hyam 9-5 

P Mulrennan 

9 (4) 

BICOLOUR M Johnston 9-0 

J Fanning 

10 (5) 

MOD J Fanshawe 9-0 

D Muscutt 

11 (6) 

04 SILK TRADER 12 Mrs S Watt 9-0 

Phil Dennis (5) 


11-4 Alwahsh, 7-2 Powderhouse, 5-1 Dawaaleeb, 13-2 Bicolour, Mod, 7-1 
Pilgrim's Treasure, 14-1 Born To Be Alive, 16-1 Uber Cool, 25-1 others. 


2.20 Maiden Stakes (3-Y-O: £2,911: 7f) (9) 


1 

(5) 

22-2 BENJAMIN THOMAS 35 (BF) J J Quinn 9-0 J Hart 

2 

(3) 

42 KOMODO 23 Jedd O'Keeffe 9-0 

J Garritty 

3 

(9) 

05 NEW TALE 23 0 Williams 9-0 

D Fentiman 

4 

(8) 2-220 RAG TATTER 25 K A Ryan 9-0 

Kevin Stott 

5 

(1) 

23-3 RED ROYALIST 23 M Tregoning 9-0 

M Dwyer 

6 

(2) 

3 DAIRA BRIDGE 11 D O'Meara 8-13 

P Vaughan (7) 

7 

(7) 

3 HINDSIGHT 11 M Appleby 8-7 

P Hanagan 

8 

(4) 

066- ORIENTELLE 210 R Whitaker 8-7 

C Hardie 

9 

(6) 

POWERCELL T Easterby 8-7 

D Allan 

5-4 Red Royalist, 5-1 Benjamin Thomas, 6-1 Daira Bridge, Komodo, 8-1 Rag 
Tatter, 10-1 Hindsight, 20-1 Powercell, 50-1 New Tale, 66-1 Orientelle. 


2.50 Handicap (£5,822: 5f noy) do) 


1 (9) 0-01 5 FOXTROT KNIGHT 17 Mrs R Carr 5-9-6 J Sullivan 


2 (2) 00-03 TYLERY WONDER 17 (B) P Midgley 7-9-6 1 

P Mulrennan 

3 (8) 60565 AGUEROOO 46 (P) 0 Pears 4-9-6 

A Mullen 

4 (10) 010-3 APPLEBERRY 41 (H) M Appleby 5-9-5 A Rawlinson (3) 

5 (3) -5230 SOPHISTICATED HEIR 47 (B) M Herrington 7-9-5 

J Fanning 

6 (7) 6-020 NEW ROAD SIDE 31 Richard Guest 4-9-4 

Doubtful 

7 (5) 4-351 LYDIA'S PLACE 18 Richard Guest 4-9-4 

C Lee (5) 

8 (4) 14-06 LANDING NIGHT 122 (T) R Menzies 5-9-3 

P McDonald 

9 (1) 340-3 ROSE MARMARA 15 (T,P) B Rothwell 4-9-3 

B McHugh 

10 (6) -6243 LUCKY BEGGAR 11 D Griffiths 7-9-2 

D Allan 

7-2 Lydia's Place, 9-2 Lucky Beggar, Rose Marmara, 11-2 Tylery Wonder, 13-2 
Appleberry, 9-1 Foxtrot Knight, 12-1 Aguerooo, 14-1 others. 

3.25 Handicap (£5,822: 7f) ( 16 ) 

1 (9) 10-00 ROYAL CONNOISSEUR 25 R Fahey 6-9-7 

P Hanagan 

2 (7) 000-3 ZODIAKOS 21 (D) R G Fell 4-9-7 

T Hamilton 

3 (12) -2346 INTENSICAL 27 (P,D) 1 Furtado 6-9-4 

D Nolan 

4 (8) 300-3 DUTCH ARTIST 33 (D,BF) D O'Meara 5-9-4 Josh Doyle (5) 

5 (11) 1-000 AMOOD 16 (P,D) S West 6-9-3 

JHart 

6 (3) 1-502 TELLOVOI 12 (H,V,D) Richard Guest 9-9-3 

C Beasley 

7 (13) 0-445 ENJOY LIFE 28 (P,D) K A Ryan 4-9-3 

T Eaves 

8 (15) 200-0 LE ROI DU TEMPS 38 (D) T Tate 4-9-3 

A Mullen 

9 (5) 0-000 SLEMY 11 (CD) Mrs R Carr 6-9-2 

J Sullivan 

10(14) 36-00 THEODORICO 16 (D) D Loughnane 4-9-2 

P McDonald 

11 (1) 0060- REDVERS 296 (B,D) N Wilson 9-9-1 1 

P Mulrennan 

12 (4) 2-000 LIKE NO OTHER 31 (H,B,D) L Eyre 4-9-1 

J Fanning 

13 (6) 430-0 STEAL THE SCENE 38 (D) K Frost 5-8-13 

R Kingscote 

14(16) 2-216 CLIFF 104 (D) N Tinkler 7-8-13 L Edmunds (5) 

15(10) 30-04 SPECIALV 23 (P,D) B Ellison 4-8-11 

B A Curtis 

16 (2) 322-6 KIRKHAM 17 J Camacho 4-8-7 

Joe Doyle 

6-1 Specialv, 13-2 Dutch Artist, 7-1 Zodiakos, 8-1 Enjoy Life, Tellovoi, 9-1 Cliff, 
10-1 Royal Connoisseur, 11-1 Kirkham, 12-1 Amood, Intensical, 16-lothers. 

4.00 Handicap (£2,911: im) (16) 

1 (6) 00-54 MON BEAU VISAGE 14 (P) D O'Meara 4-9-7 

P Makin 

2 (3) 0010- NONNO GIULIO 188 (CD) T Coyle 6-9-7 Josh Doyle (5) 

3 (14) -5630 CAPTAIN REVELATION 40 (D) T Dascombe 5-9-7 

R Kingscote 

4 (13) 16601 BERRAHRI 10 (D) John Best 6-9-6 

M Dwyer 

5 (8) 201-3 BOLLIHOPE 131 (BF) Richard Guest 5-9-5 

C Beasley 

6 (2) 13030 SHAH OF ARMAAN 16 (P) K A Ryan 4-9-5 

T Eaves 

7 (9) 53222 TADAAWOL 10 (P,BF) R G Fell 4-9-4 

T Hamilton 

8 (15) 0655- AUSPICION 171 (D) T Tate 5-9-4 

J Sullivan 

9 (12) 06-23 DESERT RULER 16 (BF) Jedd O'Keeffe 4-9-4 

J Garritty 

10 (7) 60-0P CAMBODIA 60 (H) C Wall 4-9-3 

D Allan 

11(11) 33-35 FIRE TREE 33 (BF) C Fellowes 4-9-2 

J Crowley 

12 (4) -1202 BARWAH 67 (D) P Niven 6-9-2 

A Mullen 

13(10) 40010 PIVOTMAN 16 (T,B,D) M W Easterby 9-9-2 

N Evans (3) 


14 (1) 4-313 MAKE ON MADAM 14 L Eyre 5-9-1 P McDonald 

15 (5) 226-6 FIDRA BAY 10 G A Swinbank 4-8-13 J Fanning 

16(16) 1012- TOTALLY MAGIC 202 (D,BF) R Whitaker 5-8-13 C Hardie 
6-1 Fire Tree, Make On Madam, Mon Beau Visage, 7-1 Desert Ruler, 8-1 
Tadaawol, 12-1 Berrahri, Pivotman, 14-1 Captain Revelation, 16-1 others. 

4.30 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,911: Im 60 (7) 


1 (1) 0-343 CRAY 34 J Bethel I 9-7 P McDonald 

2 (6) 05-05 KIRUNA PEAK 13 M Channon 9-3 G Lee 

3 (4) 000- NEWT 206 Sir M Prescott 9-1 P Mulrennan 

4 (7) 00-40 PADRINHO 33 John Best 8-13 KFox 

5 (5) 0-05 0 COSTA PERCY 33 (P) K Burke 8-13 B A Curtis 

6 (3) 35600 NAUPAKA 23 (H) B Ellison 8-9 T Eaves 

7 (2) 500-6 SHERIFF GARRETT 16 T Easterby 8-7 D Allan 


4-5 Newt, 9-2 Cray, 9-1 Kiruna Peak, Padrinho, 12-1 others. 


5.00 Apprentice Handicap 

(Div I: £2,588: Im 2f) (11) 

1 (5) 010-3 LEAN ON PETE 27 (D) 0 Pears 8-9-7 Josh Doyle 

2 (2) 6102 2 HANNINGTON 32 (T,D) M Appleby 6-9-7 R Dawson (3) 

3 (8) 06-06 FIRST SUMMER 93 (D) Shaun Harris 5-9-5 C Bennett 

4 (4) 400-2 FI I1YDEIPHIA 19 P Holmes 6-9-4 Paula Mjlf5) 

5 (3) 06-24 I'M SUPER TOO 14 (P,D) Mrs K Tutty 10-9-3 

Gemma Tutty 

6 (1) 30306 LEONARD THOMAS 19 (P) P Kirby 7-9-2 P Vaughan (3) 

7 (10) 53056 OUTLAW TORN 12 (E,D) Richard Guest 8-9-1 W Cox (5) 

8 (6) 0300- DIAMOND RUNNER 213 (E) L Mullaney 5-9-0 

B Sanderson (5) 

9 (9) 52211 KERRY ICON 10 (H,D) I Jardine 4-8-13 J Gormley (5) 

10 (7) -6652 MR SUNDOWNER 15 (T) W Storey 5-8-13 C Murtagh (5) 
11(11) 606-0 SCENT OF POWER 16 (D) B Leavy 5-8-11 Lulu Stanford 
9-2 Mr Sundowner, 5-1 Hannington, Lean On Pete, 6-1 Fillydelphia, I'm Super 
Too, 7-1 Kerry Icon, 12-1 Leonard Thomas, Outlaw Torn, 14-1 others. 


5.35 Apprentice Handicap 

(Div II: £2,588: Im 20 (11) 

1 (3) 0-264 BUNG KING 18 (P,D) G Harker 8-9-7 CLee 

2 (8) 04021 THE DUKKERER 12 (D) J Given 6-9-6 L Edmunds 

3 (7) 0264;XlNG OF^RADISE 1 5 E Alston 8-9-5 R Scott 

4 (10) 6420- SHIFT ON SHEILA 206 Mrs P Sly 4-9-4 W Cox (5) 

5 (11) 440-4 SAKHALIN STAR 12 (E) Richard Guest 6-9-3 

B Sanderson (5) 

6 (5) 233- 0 MIDLIGHT 27 (T,BF) Mrs R Carr 5-9-2 Josh Doyle 


7 (1) 5/6-0 DRUID'S DIAMOND 35 M Walford 4-9-1 C Murtagh (5) 

8 (9) 400 DAN'S HOPEFORGLORY 28 P Niven 5-8-13 J Fisher (5) 

9 (4) 0-640 WHITECLIFF PARK 15 (BF) B Ellison 4-8-13 

K Schofield (5) 

10 (6) 6-000 ST ANDREWS 30J I Williams 4-8-12 L Catton (7) 

11 (2) 046-0 MRS BIGGS 15 Declan Carroll 5-8-11 Phil Dennis 

7-2 The Dukkerer, 9-2 Bling King, 6-1 Sakhalin Star, 7-1 Midlight, Whitecliff 
Park, 10-1 Druid's Diamond, Shift On Sheila, 12-1 others. 


4.00 Fidra Bay 
4.30 Newt 

5.00 Leonard Thomas 
5.35 Mrs Biggs 

Racing UK 


Yesterday’s racing results 


Ludlow 

2.00 (2m hdle) 1, Azzuri (H Skelton, 2-9 
fav); 2, Otter Moon (3-1); 3, Tara's 
Rainbow (16-1). 7 ran. NR: Enola Gay. 3%l, 
221. D Skelton. 

2.30 (2m 7f ch) 1, Ozzy Thomas (R 
Johnson, 7-4 fav); 2, Hedley Lamarr (9-4); 
3, Doitforjoe (9-1). 5 ran. 121, %l. H Oliver. 

3.00 (2m 5f hdle) 1, Whatthebutlersaw (M 

D Grant, 5-1); 2, Royal Supremo (7-2 fav); 
3, Phangio (16-1). 8 ran. NR: 

Becauseshesaidso, Breaking Bits. 2%l, 51. 
D Ffrench Davis. 

3.30 (2m hdle) 1, Peruvien Bleu (Mr C 


Williams, 5-1); 2, Hestina (3-1); 3, 
Chieftain's Choice (4-1). 4 ran. NR: Holly 
Bush Henry, Solstalla, Zulu Oscar. 1%I, %l. 
N Williams. 

4.00 (2m ch) 1, Festive Affair (A Coleman, 
7-1); 2, Noche De Reyes (5-2 fav); 3, 
Deadly Approach (5-1). 7 ran. NR: River 
Purple. 21, 61. Jonjo O'Neill. 

4.30 (2m 5f hdle) 1, Robin The Raven (D 
Bass, 5-2); 2, Take To Heart (4-1); 3, Fixed 
Rate (4-1). 7 ran. 131, 111. K Bailey. 

5.00 (2m flat) 1, Dandy Dan (D Bass, 15-8); 
2, Inheritance Thief (7-1); 3, Tell It To Me 
(11-10 fav). 9 ran. NR: One More Bid, Young 


Phoenix, Ourville's Million. 4 1 / 2 I, 61. K 
Bailey. Placepot: £423.80. Quadpot: £144.00. 

Plumpton 

2.15 (2m hdle) 1, Knocknanuss (J E Moore, 
Evens fav); 2, Mamoo (16-1); 3, Rasasee 
(16-1). 7 ran. 121, hd. G L Moore. 

2.45 (3m If hdle) 1, Bostin (T Garner, 3-1); 
2, Kayflin (12-1); 3, Phare Isle (3-1). 6 ran. 
NR: Lime Street. 2$, 61. D C O'Brien. 

3.15 (3m If ch) 1, Royals And Rebels (G 
Sheehan, 13-8 fav); 2, Roparta Avenue 
(4-1); 3, Flugzeug (3-1). 6 ran. NR: 
Venetian Lad. 141, 341. C Mann. 

3.45 (2m hdle) 1, Too Many Diamonds (D 


England, Evens fav); 2, Water Willow 
(20-1); 3, Taurian (2-1). 6 ran. NR: Movie 
Magic, Sebs Sensei. 131, 2%l. D Skelton. 

4.15 (2m 4f hdle) 1, I See You Well (D 
Sansom, 11-2); 2, Ossie's Dancer (17-2); 3, 
Miss Crick (9-2). 8 ran. 3%l, 51. J Mullins. 
4.45 (2m 3f ch) 1, Perfect Timing (N D 
Fehily, 11-8 fav); 2, Gores Island (3-1); 3, 
Little Windmill (4-1). 4 ran. NR: Kingston. 
81,251. N Mulholland. 

5.15 (2m If flat) 1, Madam Anna (J 
Sherwood, 8-1); 2, Rebel Commander 
(7-4); 3, Cintex (11-10 fav). 7 ran. NR: East 
Wing. 91, 71. Mrs L Jewell. 

Placepot: £163.10. Quadpot: £21.10. 
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Sport 

Turning 30 not 
beginning of the 
end, says Murray 


Tennis 

Stuart Fraser Tennis Writer, Rome 

Andy Murray has never been particu- 
larly enthused about his birthday, and 
not even the milestone of turning 30 
today has changed that. The world Not 
will not be enjoying the delights of the 
Rome nightlife this evening. 

“I don’t think well be doing anything 
special,” Murray said in the build-up to 
the Italian Open. “I’m training here [to- 
day], I might be playing on Tuesday. 

“I was talking to my team about it a 
bit and everyone sort of says, ‘Oh, when 
you’re 30 or 40, they are huge birth- 
days.’ I have never found that with any 
birthday. The last time I was home on 
my birthday, I was, like, 14. 

“I have always been travelling and 
never been around family or friends on 
birthdays. They don’t mean that much 
to me. For my daughter’s first birthday, 
I can see why, for parents and stuff, it’s 
obviously a big deal. But for me, person- 
ally, I don’t take too much notice of 
them.” 

Murray is far more interested in 
rediscovering his form after enduring a 
year of frustration. His sixth defeat, in 
22 matches in 2017, against Borna 
Coric, the world No 59 from Croatia, in 
the third round in Madrid last week was 
one of the worst performances he has 
produced in recent years. 

There was a time in tennis when a 
patchy run by a player of Murray’s age 
would be regarded as the beginning of 
the end. Nowadays, such verdicts are 
often premature. Just look at the resur- 
gence of Roger Federer, who will turn 
36 in three months, and the success of 
Serena Williams, 35, who won her 23rd 
grand-slam title at the Australian Open 
in January while pregnant. 

“When I was starting out on the tour, 
that [30] is around the time when a lot 
of them would have stopped 
playing or started to strug- *"* 
gle,” Murray said. “Maybe 4 
at 31, 32, was when a lot of ti- 
the players were stopping, , r 
and even just before I came * *^ v y : 
on the tour, players were rajW' 
stopping [in their] late 
twenties at 29, 28. ^ ■H 

“You never know 
how your body’s 
going to be and your 
health. If that’s fine,-*- 
there is no reason 
[now] why you can’t 
compete at the top of ^ 
the game into your 


early to mid-thirties. Not everyone is 
going to be able to do that, you don’t 
know how good the generation coming 
up are going to be, if they’re better than 
the current generation. If that’s the case 
then I think it becomes more difficult, 
but I’m hoping it isn’t.” 

Murray’s early defeat in Madrid 
means that this week’s Italian Open has 
taken on greater significance, as the last 
chance for him to pick up some much- 
needed time on the court before the 
French Open begins a week on Sunday. 
The Briton is the defending champion 
here, although he was quick to play 
down any potential benefit from that. 

“I think a lot can change in 12 
months,” Murray said. “I mean, a lot 
can change in a week in tennis. Things 
can turn around very quickly. Sol don’t 
think that just because you do well the 

The stats back him up 

The number of players in top 100 


aged 30 and over throughout 


Murray's career 




2005 07 09 11 13 15 2017 

previous year means that you’re going 
to have a good event the next year.” 

While Murray hopes to turn around 
his fortunes here, he was not dealt a 
kind hand in the draw. His opening 
match is against Fabio Fognini, the 
feisty Italian Nol who will enjoy the 
passionate backing of the local crowd at 
the magnificent Foro Italico. Three 
years ago, with the home support, 
Fognini played one of the matches of 
his life to defeat Murray in the Davis 
Cup quarter-final in Naples. 

“Fognini is one of the better clay- 
court players, for sure,” Murray 
said. “He obviously will be highly 
^ motivated playing in Italy as well. 
I have had some tough matches 
with him in the past, so it won’t 
be easy. I will definitely need to 
play well in that one to have a 
chance of winning.” 

Murray will face Fognini 
in his first match in Rome 
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Evans, who lost in the Italian 
Open first round yesterday, 
has been criticial of recent 
media coverage of Bedene 


Bedene: tennis needs Evans 


Stuart Fraser 

Aljaz Bedene said that “tennis needs 
people like” Dan Evans as the 
Slovenian-born player spoke for the 
first time in response to the 
controversial comments that were 
made about his British citizenship. 

Evans had made clear his unhappi- 
ness last week in Madrid at the cover- 
age which has been given to Bedene in 
this country. The 26-year-old said, “I 
don’t really think he believes he’s Brit- 
ish”, and still regards himself as Great 
Britain’s No 3 player despite dropping 
below Bedene in the world rankings. 

After qualifying for the Italian Open 
in Rome yesterday with his 26th win in 
29 matches, Bedene laughed off Evans’s 
comments when asked if the pair had 
spoken to each other here. 

“I haven’t yet,” Bedene said. “I will, if 
I see him. I’ve got nothing against him. 
I think it’s funny. I like him as a person. 
I think tennis needs people like him. 
He’s honest, he’s saying what he thinks.” 

Bedene insisted that he did feel 


British, although he understandably 
does not have much appetite at the 
moment to reignite his battle with the 
ITF to play in the Davis Cup. “I’m not 
thinking about it now,” the 27-year-old 
said. “I just want to focus on my game 
and it shows on the court which is great. 
I’m happier now, to be honest.” 

A win for Bedene, ranked No 56, 
against the Italian wild card Gianluca 
Mager will set up a second-round 
meeting with Novak Djokovic. Evans 
lost his first-round match yesterday to 
Jiri Vesely, 6-3, 6-1. 

Meanwhile, Andy Murray was baf- 
fled by Ilie Nastase’s presence on stage 
at the presentation ceremony following 
Saturday’s women’s final at the Madrid 
Open. “It probably wasn’t the best idea,” 
he said. “It doesn’t make sense. It’s 
another example of where tennis does 
have those issues because you have so 
many different [organisations].” 

Rafael Nadal extended his unbeaten 
run on clay this year to 15 wins to claim 
the men’s title in Madrid, defeating 
Dominic Thiem 7-6 (10-8), 6-4. 


Joshua eyeing 
up Vegas bout 


Boxing 

Ron Lewis Boxing Correspondent 

Anthony Joshua’s proposed rematch 
with Wladimir Klitschko looks certain 
to take place abroad, with Las Vegas the 
most likely destination. 

Klitschko is still to decide whether he 
will invoke the rematch clause from last 
month’s world heavyweight title clash 
at Wembley Stadium, but Eddie Hearn, 
Joshua’s promoter, expects the former 
champion to force a second bout, 
probably in November. 

That would rule out Wembley, which 
is open to the elements, and the Princi- 
pality Stadium in Cardiff, where Wales 
play four rugby union internationals in 
November and December. Overtures 
have been made to stage the bout in 
Beijing or Dubai, but a more likely op- 
tion may be Vegas, in the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena or the T-Mobile Arena. 

Joshua is likely to be told to defend his 
IBF title against Kubrat Pulev but 
Hearn hopes the IBF will allow him to 
face Klitschko first. “We are probably 
going to put an exception request into 
the IBF to fight Klitschko,” Hearn said. 

Nicola Adams, the double Olympic 
champion, is likely to be next in action 
in July after stopping Maryan Salazar, 
of Mexico, in three rounds in her 
second professional bout, in Leeds. 
Jonas on boxing as a mum, page 55 


Brown’s treble 
downs Vikings 


Rugby league 

Christopher Irvine 

Kevin Brown, the Warrington Wolves 
stand off, tormented one former club 
and will face another in the Ladbrokes 
Challenge Cup quarter-finals. 

His hat-trick of tries dispatched 
Widnes Vikings 34-20 in yesterday’s 
sixth-round tie, setting up a home draw 
against Wigan Warriors, with whom he 
lost to St Helens in the 2004 final. 

It was harsh on Widnes, who led 
twice. But the daring of Brown — who 
left them for Warrington in the summer 
— proved too much to handle. Greg 
Burke put Widnes ahead, but Ryan 
Atkins replied before Brown’s put 
Warrington 12-6 up at half-time. 

Patrick Ah Van converted a score by 
Jay Chapelhow and added a penalty, 
nudging Widnes 14-12 in front, and 
although Brown’s dummy and accelera- 
tion again exposed the defence, Ah 
Van’s try brought the sides level. With 
five tacklers around him, Brown had no 
right to score his third before late tries 
from Matty Russell and Chris Hill. 
Quarter-finals: Warrington Wolves v Wigan 
Warriors, Leeds Rhinos v Featherstone Rovers, 
Salford Red Devils v Wakefield Trinity, Hull v 
Castleford Tigers. Ties to be played June 15-18. 


Poulter falls agonisingly short in pursuit of greatest victory 


Golf 

John Huggan 

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 

Ian Poulter’s bid to win the Players 
Championship at Sawgrass last night 
ended in frustration when the English- 
man came up just short. 

The 41-year-old made a dramatic 
bogey on the final hole — he almost 
holed out a wedge after shanking his 
approach shot — to fall into a tie for 
second place alongside Louis Oost- 
huizen. Poulter’s closing 71 over the 
demanding Sawgrass course left him on 
seven under par, three shots behind the 


eventual winner, Si Woo-kim, of South 
Korea. 

The 21-year-old, the youngest-ever 
champion in the so-called fifth major, 
closed with a bogey-free 69. Certainly, 
his short game was world class. Ten 
times in the final round he missed the 
green in regulation figures, each time 
he got up and down to save par. 

For Poulter, any disappointment will 
surely be outweighed by the knowledge 
that, only a month ago, he was briefly a 
man without a PGA Tour card and not 
even in the field for the tour’s premier 
event. That administrative error 
corrected, he is, based on his more than 



Poulter had to settle for joint-second 


solid play under the severest pressure, 
armed with a renewed vigour. Not bad 
for a man who arrived at PGA Tour 
headquarters ranked world No 197. 

Rory Mcllroy completed his first 
event as a married man with a 75 to be 
two over par. The world No 2 dotted his 
card with four bogeys and a double- 
bogey six on the 18th, outnumbering his 
three birdies. Not great, but at least 
comfortably better than the less than 
stellar performance of Jason Day, his 
playing partner. The Australian, who 
sits one place below Mcllroy in the 
world rankings, accumulated an eight- 
over-par 80 that was improbably 


matched by Graeme McDowell and 
Justin Rose, two other major 
champions. 

Of more immediate concern, 
however, is Mcllroy’s increasingly 
delicate back. The Northern Irishman, 
who was forced to miss the European 
Tour’s Middle East swing this year with 
a similar ailment, will go for a scan 
when he arrives home in Belfast today. 

Rafa Cabrera-Bello rounded off an 
eventful week by making only the 
fourth albatross in the 42-year history 
of The Players. The Ryder Cup player 
holed out his 181-yard second shot to 
the par-five 16th and finished fourth. 
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Sport 

Police motorbike sends hopes 
of British pair crashing in Giro 




Cycling 

Craig Chisnall 


Geraint Thomas and Adam Yates’s 
hopes of winning the Giro d’ltalia were 
all but ended yesterday after a police 
motorbike caused the British pair to 
crash on yesterday’s ninth stage, which 
was won by Nairo Quintana. 

Thomas and Mikel Landa, who were 
Team Sky’s joint leaders for the Giro, 
suffered significant time losses after the 
crash inside the final 15 kilometres of 
the 149km stage from Montenero di 
Bisaccia to Blockhaus. 

So too did Yates, the Briton who rides 
for Orica- Scott and who also had 
general classification ambitions, as 
Quintana, the Columbian rider of 
Movistar, took full advantage with a 
solo victory for the overall lead. 

A police motorbike had pulled to the 
left side of the road on the approach to 
the concluding 13.6km ascent of 
Blockhaus. The peloton was travelling 
quickly and spread across the full width 
of the Tarmac and there was nowhere 
for Wilco Kelderman, a Team Sunweb 
rider, to go. 

He hit the stationary bike and 
tumbled, wiping out many of the 
adjacent Team Sky squad, including 
Thomas and Landa, his Spanish team- 
mate. The 30-year-old has dropped 
back to 17th overall, more than five min- 
utes behind Quintana with Yates a place 
better off but 4min 49sec off the pace. 

"I’m a bit angry at the minute. 
It’s ridiculous. That shouldn’t 
happen,” Thomas, who 
appeared to suffer a shoulder 
injury, said. "We were all 
racing for the bottom of the 
climb. Next thing I know 
someone in front of me 
hits the motorbike, we 
go down. My shoulder 
popped out [of its 
socket] as well. 

"I’ve had worse 
crashes. My shoulder 
is sore but it’s nothing 
I can’t deal with. 

There’s a lot more 
racing to be had so 
we’ll get stuck in. I felt 
good, then I crashed. 

That was it. Race over. 

It’s really disappoint- 
ing.” 


Sir Dave Brailsford, the Team Sky 
principal, said: "A motorbike shouldn’t 
have been there. I’m sure the guy who 
was riding the motorbike realises 
that too. We fight on. That’s it.” 

Quintana, the 2014 champion, 
attacked with Thibaut Pinot, the 
FDJ rider, and Vincenzo Nibali, the 
two-times winner who now rides 
for Bahrain-Merida, midway 
up the final climb before 
accelerating away 
by himself to take 
the stage and the 
leader’s pink jer- 
sey. 

Quintana fin- 
ished 24 seconds 
ahead of Pinot and 
Tom Dumoulin, 
with Nibali slipping 
back to finish 59 sec- 
onds behind. 


Riders are sent 
sprawling on the 
road to Blockhaus in 
the concluding 
kilometres of the 
ninth stage of the 
Giro d’ltalia in 
which Thomas and 
Yates were among 
those felled. Left, 
Thomas crosses 
the stage finish 
line nursing his 
injuries 


Quintana leads by 28 seconds from 
Pinot ahead of today’s rest day, with 
Dumoulin, the Team Sunweb rider, two 
seconds further adrift in third place. 

Bauke Mollema, of Trek-Segafredo, 
is 51 seconds behind in fourth and 
Nibali is fifth, lmin lOsec behind. 

Dumoulin will hope to cut the gap 
when they return to action for tomor- 
row’s tenth stage in the 39.8km individ- 
ual time-trial — from Foligno to 
Montefalco — a discipline he excels in. 

Thomas began the day six seconds 
behind Bob Jungels (QuickStep- 
Floors) in the overall rankings, with 
Yates four seconds adrift of the Welsh- 
man in third. Landa was on the same 
time in 12th. 

Thomas’s wife Sara Elen tweeted her 
support: "Months of training/sacrifices 
down the drain, but he gets back up, fin- 
ishes and stops for the media. @Ger- 
aint Thomas86 1 could not be prouder.” 


Results 



MONACO 


Formulae 


Buemi holds off 
Di Grassi to win 


S ebastien Buemi 
mastered the 
streets of Monaco 
to seal his fourth win in five 
Formula E races this 
season, extending his lead 
at the top of the drivers’ 
championship to 15 points. 

The 28-year-old Swiss 
began in pole position 
and controlled the race, 
repeating his achievement 
of 2015 when the 
all-electric series was first 
hosted in the principality. 

The Brazilian Lucas 
di Grassi, second with 
89 points, pushed the 
defending champion all 
the way, finishing just 0.32 
seconds behind Buemi. 

Chances to overtake are 
at a premium on the 
quayside avenues of 
Monaco and the ABT 
Schaeffler driver was 
frustrated to the end. 

“The problem is here in 
Monaco there is nowhere 
to overtake and if you’re an 
experienced guy like Seb 
you know how to close the 
door,” Di Grassi said. 

Formula E motors run 
on battery power which 
has to be managed to fine 
degrees if a car is to get a 
driver home. Buemi said 
that Di Grassi, 32, had used 


the moments when they 
were lapping backmarkers 
to try to upset his battery 
consumption strategy. 

Buemi said: “He played 
with me a bit because 
when we were passing the 
guys who were a lap down 
he consumed a little bit 
more than expected, so I 
had to do the same. Then 
he did two laps where he 

Experienced 
guys like Seb 
know how to 
close the door 

kind of backed off . . . but in 
the end we both finished 
with nothing left.” 

Nick Heidfeld, 40, was 
third for Mahindra Racing, 
becoming the first driver 
to secure a place on 
Monaco’s podium in both 
Formula E and Formula 1. 

Britain’s Sam Bird, 30, 
had any hope of victory 
erased on lap eight of 51 
after his rear end bumped 
the wall on the exit of the 
swimming pool bend. He 
rejoined three laps down 
and claimed a bonus point 
for the Visa fastest lap. 


Next race Round 6, Paris, May 20 


Cricket 


Third Test: Pakistan v West Indies 
Dominica (final day of five): Pakistan beat West 
Indies by 101 runs 

Pakistan: First Innings 376 (Azhar Ali 127; R L 
Chase 4 for 103) 

Second Innings 174-8 dec 

West Indies: First Innings 247 (R L Chase 69; 


Mohammad Abbas 5 for 46) 

Second Innings 

KC Brathwaite c H Ali b Shah 6 

S 0 Hetmyer b Amir 25 

S D Hope Ibw b H Ali 17 

R L Chase not out 101 

V A Singh c Azam b Shah 2 

tS 0 Dowrich c Azam b Shah 2 

*J 0 Holder Ibw b H Ali 22 

D A Bishoo c S M Khan b Abbas 3 

A S Joseph c Ahmed b H Ali 5 

S T Gabriel b Shah 4 

Extras (b 6, w 2, nb 3) 11 

Total (96 overs) 202 


Fall of wickets: 1-7, 2-22, 3-47, 4-66, 5-76, 6-93, 
7-151, 8-181, 9-197. 

Bowling: Amir 15-8-22-1; Abbas 20-9-31-1; Shah 
37-13-92-5; Ali 20-7-33-3; Ali 2-0-3-0; Shafiq 
2-0-15-0. 

Umpires: R K Illingworth and B N J Oxenford. 

• Pakistan win three-match series 2-1 

One-day international tri-series 
Ireland v New Zealand 
Dublin (Ireland won toss): New Zealand beat 
Ireland by 51 runs 

New Zealand (balls) 

tL Ronchi c Wilson b McCarthy 37 (26) 

*T W M Latham c N J O'Brien b McCarthy 15 (25) 
G H Worker c Singh b Murtagh 50 (89) 

L R P L Taylor c Porterfield b K J O'Brien 52 (60) 


N T Broom run out 

79 

(63) 

JDS Neesham c McCarthy b Chase 

30 

(29) 

C Munro c K J O'Brien b Murtagh 

0 

(1) 

S C Kuggeleijn not out 

11 

(6) 

M J Santner not out 

1 

(1) 

Extras (lb 6, w 8) 

14 


Total (7 wkts, 50 overs) 

289 


1 S Sodhi and S H A Ranee did not bat. 




Fall of wickets: 1-53, 2-55, 3-139, 4-194, 5-273, 
6-273, 7-285. 

Bowling: Murtagh 10-0-62-2; Chase 10-0-74-1; 
McCarthy 10-0-59-2; Dockrell 10-0-42-0; K O'Brien 
10-0-46-1. 

Ireland (balls) 

*W T S Porterfield c Latham b Kuggeleijn 12 (16) 

P R Stirling b Kuggeleijn 14 (14) 

tN J O'Brien st Ronchi b Santner 109 (131) 

A Balbirnie c and b Santner 36 (50) 

KJ O'Brien Ibw b Sodhi 1 (3) 

G C Wilson c Taylor b Kuggeleijn 30 (23) 

S Singh st Ronchi b Santner 9 (14) 

G H Dockrell c Latham b Santner 1 (6) 

B J McCarthy c Latham b Santner 6 (13) 

T J Murtagh not out 2 (3) 

P K D Chase Ibw b Ranee 1 (2) 

Extras (b 4, lb 6, w 5, nb 2) 17 

Total (45.3 overs) 238 

Fall of wickets: 1-19, 2-26, 3-112, 4-113, 5-188, 
6-212, 7-218, 8-235, 9-236. 

Bowling: Ranee 8.3-1-44-1; Kuggeleijn 9-1-41-3; 
Neesham 6-0-37-0; Munro 4-0-16-0; Santner 
10-0-50-5; Sodhi 8-0-40-1. 


• Royal London One-Day Cup scoreboards and 
tables on page 55 

Golf 


PGA Tour: The Players Championship 

Florida: Leading final scores (par 72, United States 

unless stated): 278: Kim Si-woo (S Kor) 69, 72, 68, 


69. 281: 1 Poulter (GB) 72, 67, 71, 71; L Oosthuizen 
(SA) 69, 66, 73, 73. 282: R Cabrera Bello (Sp) 69, 70, 
73, 70; K Stanley 69, 66, 72, 75. 283: B Steele 69, 71, 
75, 68; L Glover 70, 70, 73, 70; A Scott (Aus) 70, 72, 
71, 70; F Molinari (It) 69, 74, 69, 71. 284: A Noren 
(Swe) 68, 71, 72, 73. Selected others: 286: D John- 
son 71, 73, 74, 68. 288: P Casey (GB) 71, 69, 77, 71. 
289: S Garcia (Sp) 73, 71, 67, 78. 290: R Mcllroy (GB) 
73, 71, 71, 75. 291: T Fleetwood (GB) 74, 67, 76, 74; 
T Hatton 76, 70, 71, 74. 295: J Day (Aus) 70, 72, 73, 
80. 296: L Westwood (GB) 70, 75, 76, 75; J Rose 74, 
71, 71, 80. 297: G McDowell (N Ire) 71, 72, 74, 80. 

European Tour: Portugal Open 

Portimao: Leading final scores (par 73, GB & Ire 

unless stated): 271: M Wallace 63, 66, 73, 69. 
274: J Suri (US) 67, 68, 74, 65. 276: M Pavon (Fr) 68, 
69, 70, 69. 277: S Walker 69, 69, 68, 71; S Heisele 
(Ger) 64, 70, 71, 72. 278: B Evans 68, 68, 73, 69; 
T Pulkkanen (Fin) 69, 70, 69, 70; M Foster 70, 72, 67, 
69; 0 Fisher 69, 72, 68, 69. 

Tennis 


ATP & WTA Mutua Madrid Open 

Men: Final: R Nadal (Sp) bt D Thiem (Austria) 7-6 

(10-8), 6-4. 


ATP & WTA Internazionali BNL d'ltalia 
Rome: Men: First round: F Verdasco (Sp) bt D Young 
(US) 6-3, 6-3; F Fognini (It) bt M Berrettini (It) 
6-1, 6-3; J Vesely (Cz) bt D Evans (GB) 6-3, 6-1; 
J Isner (US) bt A Ramos-Vinolas (Sp) 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 
(7-4), 6-1. 

Rugby league 


Ladbrokes Challenge Cup: Sixth round: Leeds 72 
Barrow 10; Swinton 12 Wigan 42; Warrington 34 
Widnes 20. 

Kingstone Press League One: Hemel Stags 24 
Doncaster 50; Oxford 24 Hunslet 22; Workington 


Town 56 South Wales Ironmen 0; York City Knights 
64 Coventry Bears 12. 

Other sport 


Rugby union: Principality Building Society Welsh 
Premiership: Tier-one play-off: Aberavon 31 
Bedwas 24.Tier-two play-off: Neath 33 Cross 
Keys 13. 


Motorsport: Imola: World Superbike Champion- 
ship, round five: 1, C Davies (GB, Ducati) 32min 
12.361sec; 2, J Rea (GB, Kawasaki) 32:16.100; 
3, T Sykes (GB, Kawasaki) 32:16.703. Overall 
leaders: 1, Rea 235pts; 2, Davies 161; 3, Sykes 160. 
Manufacturers: 1, Kawasaki 235pts; 2, Ducati 203; 
3, Yamaha 106. 

Cycling: Giro d'ltalia: Ninth stage (Montenero 
de Bisaccia to Blockhaus, 149km): 1, N Quintana 
(Col, Movistar) 3hr44min 51sec; 2, T Pinot (Fr, FDJ) 
at 24sec behind; 3, T Dumoulin (Neth, Sunweb) 
at same time. Leading general classification: 1, 
Quintana 42hr 6min 9sec; 2, Pinot at 28sec behind; 
3, Dumoulin at 30sec. Selected others: 16, A Yates 
(GB, Orica-Scott) at 4min 49sec; 17, G Thomas (GB, 
Sky) at 5min 14sec. 


Triathlon: Yokohama: World Series 
Men: 1, M Mola (Sp) lhr 48min 15sec; 2, F Alarza 
(Sp) at 8sec behind; 3, K Blummenfelt (Nor) at 11 
sec. Selected others: 11, G Benson (GB) at lmin 
31sec; 12, T Bishop (GB) at 1:39; 42; J Brownlee 
(GB) at 6:56. Women: 1, F Duffy (Bermuda) 1:56:18; 
2, K Zafares (US) at 1:51; 3, K Kasper (US) at 1:59; 
4, S Caldwell (GB) at 2:30; 5, V Holland (GB) at 2:32. 
Selected others: 7, N Stanford (GB) at 2:46; 8, J 
Learmonth (GB) at 3:00; 11, L Hall (GB) at 3:27. 

Basketball: London: BBL play-off final: Leicester 
Riders 84 Newcastle Eagles 63. 


• Football fixtures and results in The Game 


© Race results and standings 


Monaco result 

Team 

Points 

S Buemi 

Renault e.dams 

28 

L Di Grassi 

ABT Schaeffler Audi Sport 18 

N Heidfeld 

Mahindra Racing 

15 

N Piquet Jr 

NextEV NIO 

12 

M Engel 

Venturi Formula E 

10 

Driver standings 



S Buemi 

Renault e.dams 

104 

L Di Grassi 

ABT Schaeffler Audi Sport 89 

N Prost 

Renault e.dams 

48 

Team standings 



Renault e.dams 


152 


115 


Mahindra Racing 60 
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Sport European Champions Cup 

Dominant Saracens will 


Clermont 


Saracens 



Owen Slot Chief Rugby Correspondent 

Saracens are now double European 
champions and two games away from 
winning their third consecutive 
Premiership title too. Yet the brutal fact 
that their continental rivals have to 
contend with is that the team who won 
the Champions Cup on Saturday are 
likely to be even better next season. 

After they had finally disposed of 
Clermont in what was a wonderful 
final, the players were dancing in their 
dressing room to a victory playlist com- 
piled by Richard Barrington, first- 
choice DJ and prop. You can catch bits 
of it on social media. It looks great fun 
and it’s something of a hoot to observe 
them all in off-stage mode, relishing 
their shared joy. 

Yet young men chorusing to Take Me 
Home , Country Roads and We Are the 
Champions is nothing unusual. What 
sets this group apart is their relentless 
ability to deliver. 

On Friday night in the same stadium, 
Gloucester had been in the Challenge 
Cup final against Stade Fran^ais in 
what was the biggest game of their 
season. On the very day that they 
would have wanted to deliver their big- 
gest performance, though, they came 
up with nothing like it. You could argue 
the opposite of Saracens a day later, or, 
alternatively, you could more safely say 
that they rarely have games in which 
they drop below their high standards. 

“We don’t pick and choose,” is one of 
the club’s core philosophies. In other 
words, you give your best every time. 
That is not going to change. That is one 
of the foundations. 

It is a state of mind led by “the gener- 
als”, as the senior players are referred to 
at Saracens, and none more so than 
Owen Farrell, the player who, above all, 
strives for excellence. After the match, 
Billy Vunipola paid him the 
back-handed compliment of compar- 
ing him to Kobe Bryant, one of the most 
infamously tetchy team-mates in sport. 
“Owen gets annoyed with everyone 
and he shouts at everyone,” Vunipola 
said. That is not going to change either. 

Neither is the coaching group going 
to change, nor the core of the team. As 
we know, they are in their mid- 
twenties. By age profile alone, their best 
is yet to come. 

As Mark McCall, the director of 
rugby, said afterwards: “We talk about 
getting better, we talk about evolving as 
a rugby team over a long time.’ 

This is happening before our * 
eyes. The detail, accuracy & 
and ambition of their attack 
is significantly advanced 
from last year. 

There will be a small but > 
significant upgrade in per- 
sonnel next season, too. The 
club are losing Chris Ash- 
ton, now the all-time 
leading tryscorer 


Ins and outs this summer 
Chris Ashton 

Wing, moving to Toulon, 30 

Scored 80 tries in 130 Premiership 
games and 44 in 61 in Europe 


Liam Williams 
Full back, signing 
from Scarlets, 26 

Scored 24 tries in 
73 matches in the 
Pro12; three in 26 
in Europe 






in Europe, but 
they are get- 
ting Liam 

Williams, the 
Welshman 
who has a 
more all- 

round game. 

Likewise 
they are losing 
Jim Hamilton, 
the lock who 
announced on 
Saturday evening 


Jim Hamilton 

Lock, retiring, 34 

Earned 63 caps for Scotland; 

227 club appearances 

Will Skelton 
Lock, signing from 
Waratahs, 25 
i Earned 18 caps for 
^ Australia; had a 
short spell with 
Saracens earlier 
this season 

Kelly Brown 

Flanker, retiring, 34 

Earned 64 caps for Scotland; 

260 club appearances 


Calum Clark 
Flanker, signing 
from Northampton 
Saints, 27 
One England cap; 
190 club 
appearances 


that he was retiring after this season. In 
his stead, they are getting Will Skelton, 
all 6ft 8in, 22st of the giant Australian 
international. Another upgrade. 

Kelly Brown, the Scottish back- 
rower, also at the end of his career, is 
being replaced by Calum Clark, from 
Northampton Saints. We shall see 
about this piece of recruitment, but 
another area in which Saracens have an 
impressive track record is bringing 
players in and improving them. Alex 
Lozowski, the fly half signed from 
Wasps last year, is your case in point. 

The group is being strengthened 
from below as well. A real favour is 
being done here by Eddie Jones, who 
has named two of their talented young 
players, Nathan Earle and Nick 
Isiekwe, who is only just 19, for the 
England summer tour to Argentina. 
Not only has Jones recognised their 
ability, but he wants to fast-track them 
too. 

On the subject of developing juniors, 
one of the best but least heralded of 
the club’s recent signings is Mike Hy- 
nard, who is coming in as head of the 
academy. Hynard has had a job with 
the Premiership as head of all the 
club academies, so he will bring to 
Saracens, in his second stint there, a 
knowledge 
% of what best 
jj practice 
looks like 
around the 
country. 

These 
are all ele- 
ments of 
performance 
and personnel 
that will be lay- 
ered on to the for- 

Farrell, who strives 
for perfection, holds 
his European player 
of the year award 
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Kings of the continent: Saracens celebrate a second consecutive Champions Cup, with George Kruis and Jamie George 


midable machine that Saracens have 
become. 

Two years ago, Saracens played 
Clermont in the semi-finals and their 
defeat there followed defeat in two 
finals the season before. As McCall 
recalled on Saturday night: “It was a 
really raw time for us as a club. We were 
on the verge of being known as that sort 
of team that can’t deliver on the big 
stage.” Now they are rubber-stamped 
as the team who always deliver. 

McCall is respectful yet frank with 
his analysis. Before Saturday, he said 
that Clermont were a better team than 
Racing 92, last year’s beaten finalists. 
Then, after the final, he said that 
though Clermont are “a great team”, 
they had failed in the game to inflict on 
Saracens “any purple patches where we 
were under sustained pressure.” 

Clermont brought a magnificent col- 
our and support to the event. They also 
graced it with the kind of wonder try 
you can but hope for in a final. And with 
that, they gave it a brilliantly tight 
scoreboard, only one point separating 
the two teams into the final quarter. 


Yet, as McCall said: “We were never 
deeply troubled.” As Franck Azema, the 
Clermont coach, said afterwards: “We 
lost to a much better team today.” 

Saracens were nearly immaculate, so 
good at consistently delivering that the 
second-best team in Europe did not 
even have periods of ascendancy. That 
is where Saracens have reached — and 
if they stay hungry, the best may be yet 
to come. 


Scorers: Clermont: Tries Lamerat (27min), Abendanon 
(52); Conversions Parra 2; Penalty goal Parra (60). 
Saracens: Tries Ashton (13), Kruis (22), Goode (73); 
Conversions: Farrell 2; Penalty goals Farrell (51, 58, 
79). 

Scoring sequence (Clermont first): 0-5, 0-10, 0-12, 5-12, 
7-12, (half-time), 7-15, 12-15, 14-15, 14-18, 17-18, 17- 
23, 17-25, 17-28. 

Clermont Auvergne: S Spedding (rep: P Fernandez 71); 

D Strettle, A Rougerie (rep: D Penaud 54), R Lamerat, 

N Abendanon; C Lopez, M Parra (rep: L Radosavljevic 
75); R Chaume (rep: E Falgoux 23-26, 54), B Kayser (rep: 
J Ulugia 67), D Zirakashvili (rep: A Jarvis 77), A Iturria, 

S Vahaamahina (rep: P Jedrasiak 46), D Chouly, P Yato 
(rep: A Lapandry 61), F Lee (rep: Yato 64-66). 

Saracens: A Goode; C Ashton, M Bosch, B Barritt (rep: 

D Taylor 54), C Wyles (rep: A Lozowski 79); 0 Farrell, 

R Wigglesworth (rep: B Spencer 79); M Vunipola (rep: 

T Lamositele 77), J George (rep: S Brits 51), V Koch, 

M Itoje (rep: J Hamilton 79), G Kruis, M Rhodes, J Wray 
(rep: S Burger 60), B Vunipola. 

Referee: N Owens (Wales). Attendance: 55,272. 


McCall won’t 


Owen Slot 

Saracens will now go all out for their 
second trophy of the season, with Mark 
McCall saying that there would be no 
thought given to resting any players for 
their Aviva Premiership semi-final 
against Exeter Chiefs on Saturday. 

Jamie George, the hooker, also said 
that Saturday’s Champions Cup victory 
in Edinburgh was not enough. “Yes, it’s 
been a good season, an OK season,” he 
said, “but we won’t be satisfied if we lose 
next week.” 

Saracens have allowed the players to 
enjoy the highs of the weekend before 
bringing them back down to earth to 
build towards their pursuit of the Aviva 
Premiership title. 

They had a formula for the same 
challenge last year and they intend to 
repeat it. So they partied on Saturday 
night, took yesterday off and will be 
given today off too. In a normal week, 






the times | Monday May 15 2017 2 gm 


61 



only get better 

MATTHEW IMPEY/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


holding the trophy at Murrayfield on Saturday evening. They now have a third Premiership title in a row in their sights 


rest players for semi-final 


they would be expected to be back in on 
a Monday, but this is no normal week. 

“If we were in on Monday morning, it 
would be a bit tough to focus,” George 
said. “So give us an extra day off and 
then we come in on Tuesday morning 


Premiership play-offs 
Exeter v Saracens 

Saturday, 2.30pm, BT Sport 1 

Wasps v Leicester 

5.15pm, BT Sport 1 

and it’s business time, we are fully 
focused on Exeter, we put what’s 
behind us, behind us.” 

McCall, the director of rugby, will 
also tell the players it is time to wipe the 
Champions Cup win from their minds. 
“The big thing we’ll say is that we’ve put 
a lot into the last nine months in the 
Premiership, a lot of players have 
worked really hard over the course of 


the year, we’re in a semi-final, we owe it 
to ourselves, not to anyone else, to give 
it everything we’ve got,” he said. 

Where Saracens are at a distinct dis- 
advantage is that Exeter were able to 
rest last weekend and, because they 
were not in the knockout stages of the 
Champions Cup, they rested three 
weeks before that too. 

The early indications after Saturday’s 
final were that Saracens may have the 
whole team available for this weekend. 
The only question mark for the trip to 
Sandy Park is over Brad Barritt, the 
captain, who came off with a tight calf. 

“We’ll put the best team out, for 
definite,” McCall said. He also said that 
the coaching team were well into their 
preparations for the Exeter game. 

“As coaches we’ve all been watching 
Exeter in some detail since Thursday,” 
he said. “They’re one of the hardest- 
working sides I’ve watched and a bril- 
liant side as well.” 


Heinz latest Kiwi 
to get England call 

Owen Slot 

Eddie Jones yesterday called up Willi 
Heinz, a 30-year-old New Zealander 
who plays scrum half for Gloucester, to 
the latest England training camp. 

Heinz becomes the third New 
Zealand-born uncapped player to be 
drafted into the England system in 
recent weeks. He qualifies for England 
through his grandmother. 

The other recent Kiwi recruits are 
Denny Solomona, the Sale wing, who is 
going on the England tour to Argentina 
next month, and Jason Woodward, a 
full back who only arrived in the 
Premiership to play for Bristol earlier 
this season. Woodward was called up to 
an England training camp a week ago. 

Only Solomona is in line for a poss- 
ible cap as Heinz and Woodward have 
not been named in the touring squad. 


Sport 

Mako is a phenomenal 
talent - but he should 
not start for the Lions 



Stuart Barnes 


M ako Vunipola is one of 
the best footballing prop 
forwards on the planet. 
Beneath the craggiest of 
exteriors is one of the 
most soft-handed front-rowers to 
have played the game. The 
Champions Cup final on Saturday 
was another opportunity for the 
Tongan-Kiwi-Welsh-Englishman to 
showcase his extraordinary talents. 

Here is a Lion with the skills to 
rival the All Blacks’ front five. The 
development of men such as Brodie 
Retallick, Sam Whitelock and Dane 
Coles, who is sidelined at present, has 
been at the heart of New Zealand’s 
almost unstoppable run. In particular, 
Retallick’s ability to time and weight a 
pass adds another dimension to the 
offensive game of Steve Hansen’s 
team. 

The lock’s skill enables the All 
Black backs the freedom to attack as 
the second wave. It was once a case of 
forwards charging off the shoulder of 
the backs. Now they have the speed 
and guile of superstars such as 
Beauden Barrett who are surging on 
to the ball, creating waves that 
overwhelm defences. 

In the northern hemisphere we 
have tried to check New Zealand’s 
speed with European forward power 
and have been found wanting again 
and again. Saturday, however, was 
another reminder that Hansen does 
not have a monopoly on piano 
shifters with pianists’ hands. Mako 
has a sympathy with the pass and a 
solid, rock-like strength on the carry. 
His brother, Billy, was the most 
impressive of all ball-carrying 
forwards in Edinburgh. But he is a 
No 8, not a loose-head prop. 

The days of the fat boy who does 
nothing but stabilise the scrum are 
receding into the mists of time. Here 
is the modern age, multi-skilled prop 
forward, someone who is as capable 
— almost — of giving a tryscoring 
pass as Owen Farrell. 

His outrageous ability going 
forward is matched by his muscular 
defence. He has an addiction to the 
tackle. He always exceeds the 
expected levels for a loose-head and 
his tackling has a finality to it. You 
don’t just stop, you shudder, stagger. 
The crumpled end to the attack. 

There are plenty of those tackles in 
the Vunipola armoury. 

He would be one of the best bets for 
being a Test-match game-changer, a 
game-breaker. Yet Saturday also 
questioned whether he is the right 
man to start the Test series. For all his 
wonderful attributes in the open, there 
remains a question mark about his 
set-piece work, or rather his scrum. 

Difficulties in the scrum do not 
seem to have the slightest impact 
upon the rest of his game but a 
struggling scrum is not part of the 
Warren Gatland picture. The Lions 
intend to apply maximum pressure 
from the first whistle of the first Test 
against the All Blacks. The Lions 
fancy their chances in the scrum. 

In Edinburgh, Saracens’ loose-head 
barely contained the dynamic Davit 


Zirakashvili. The compact Georgian 
came at the Lions loose-head with an 
array of techniques and angles that 
caused problems throughout. When 
Clermont wanted to wheel the scrum 
from the tight-head to spin S chalk 
Burger away from the clearing right 
boot of Scott Spedding, the Georgian 
did so at will. 

In a game where Saracens 
dominated most aspects, the scrum 
(together with the breakdown) was 
one of few Achilles’ heels. Owen 
Franks, the probable All Black 
tight-head, does not have the 
low-centred snarl of the Georgian but 
he may be capable of causing a few 
problems for Vunipola. 

Where Vunipola will cause New 
Zealand more than their own share of 
problems is coming off the bench. He 
is the outstanding footballing prop in 
these isles but that is not tantamount 
to saying he should start. In the last 
30 or 35 minutes he can thrive and, 
critically, combat Kiwi strength from 
their bench. This is when Test 
matches break open. It is in this 
period that the many virtues of 


How Vunipola stood out 

16 

runs made with the 
ball, six more than 
any other front- 
rower 

29 

metres made with 
the ball, nine 
more than the 
entire Clermont 
front row 

13 

tackles made, 
more than any 
other front-rower 


Vunipola’s game could prove most 
beneficial. Less time on the field will 
yield greater impact. 

There is even an argument to say 
that of the three Lions loose-heads he 
is the least likely to be named at Nol. 
Jack McGrath had some success 
against the All Blacks with Ireland 
last autumn and is a more 
accomplished practitioner at the 
scrum. He is in pole position to play 
the set-piece destabilising role that 
Gatland requires. Nor is he a slouch 
around the field. 

If McGrath were to suffer an injury 
or lose form then the next in line may 
well be Joe Marler. While Vunipola 
took over the England starting 
position when Marler missed the 2016 
tour to Australia, the Harlequins prop 
had regained it by the end of the Six 
Nations. 

Eddie Jones — by and large — 
uses Marler as his heavy-hitting, 
hard-tackling starter and Vunipola as 
his finisher. It seems counterintuitive 
that one of your best footballers could 
be rated the third-best player in his 
position. But it is not so much about 
who is the best but who fits the bill. 
Vunipola can run, pass and tackle all 
day but it does not make him the 
obvious starter in a Test match. He 
may be third-choice first-half prop 
but he is first among impact players. 

New Zealand come hard, late in the 
game. That is when Vunipola can 
serve the Lions mightily. A potential 
weakness as a starter, he is set to be a 
series superstar off the bench. 
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Sport Spanish Grand Prix 

Hamilton strikes 
back in epic duel 
of modem greats 


Rebecca Clancy 

Motor Racing Reporter, Barcelona 

Lewis Hamilton described his battle 
with Sebastian Vettel as the “rawest” he 
could remember after he won a thrilling 
Spanish Grand Prix yesterday to cut the 
gap at the top of the drivers’ champion- 
ship to six points. 

It was crucial for Hamilton to claim 
his second win of the year after finish- 
ing outside the top three in Russia a 
fortnight earlier. With a quarter of the 
20-race season now complete, a classic 
duel is developing between two of the 
sport’s best drivers. 

The Circuit de Catalunya does not 


always produce the most exciting races 
but this was an exception. Hamilton 
and Vettel were racing each other from 
lights out to the chequered flag. 

“It was the rawest fight that I can 
remember having in a long time. I loved 
it, this is why I race,” the 32-year-old 
Mercedes driver said. “This is what 
made me get into racing in the first 
place. This is what the sport needs to be 
like every single weekend. To have a 
close battle like that with a four-time 
champion is awesome.” 

The pair produced a series of breath- 
taking moments, including when Vettel 
emerged from his second pitstop in his 
Ferrari to find Hamilton racing down 


the finishing straight alongside him and 
they went wheel to wheel through turn 
one. There appeared to be contact as 
Hamilton was forced off the track 
before rejoining behind Vettel but the 
drivers joked after the race about how 
much space each had left the other on 
the track. 

“It was how racing should be — I love 
it, I wouldn’t change it for the world,” 
Hamilton said. “This is one of the 
hardest races, to keep up with [Vettel], 
he drove fantastically well so it’s such a 
privilege to race against him.” 

Despite finishing second, Vettel 
praised Hamilton for avoiding a crash 
and said that the Briton deserved to 
win. “He reacted well, because he 
avoided the contact. I don’t know if we 
touched,” Vettel said. “Well done to 
him. He won it fair and square.” 

It was not the first battle the pair had 
around turn one, with Hamilton losing 
out on the opening lap. He had started 
on pole, with Vettel for company on the 
front row, but it was the German who 
won the 730-metre drag race into turn 
one. Hamilton managed to chip away at 
the lead over the next few laps and 
finally took the lead when Vettel pitted 
at the end of lap 14. 

Hamilton started to doubt the team’s 
strategy of delaying his pitstop while 
Vettel lapped faster than him. He was 
eventually brought in at the end of lap 
21 and a quick 2.2-second stop allowed 
him to emerge in third, seven seconds 
behind Vettel, who, with Valtteri Bottas 
leading the race, was sandwiched 
between two Mercedes. 

Bottas proved himself to be a team 
player, trying everything possible to 
slow down Vettel. He managed to 
defend the position for two laps after 
Mercedes delayed his pitstop, which 
allowed Hamilton to close. 

Vettel eventually passed Bottas with 
a superb manoeuvre into turn one in 
which he dummied to pass on the 
inside, then dummied to pass on the 
outside before accelerating down the 
inside, his wheels touching the grass, to 
take the lead. It was a breathtaking 
piece of driving. 

Hamilton overtook his team-mate in 
exactly the same place one lap later and 
Bottas made no attempt to defend his 
position, ensuring that his team-mate 
lost no time as he hunted down the 
Ferrari. Hamilton was then helped out 
as his team called him in to pit after the 
virtual safety car was deployed, when 


We regrow 
your hair 




“Advanced Hair 
solved my hair 
loss problem, let 
them solve 
yours”. 

Darren Gough 
Cricketer 
extraordinaire 


Advanced Hair Clinic, the UK’s largest and one of 
the world’s most successful hair restoration clinics, 
advises their ADVANCED/ ?rrnsp l lhnthton " is totally unde- 
tectable and the most advanced available. Our highly 
skilled surgeons perform this now simple, painless 
procedure in the same day with local anaesthetic 
and little disruption to your lifestyle. 



“Like ft 
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Shane Warne 
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0845 600 8899 
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*Shane underwent Strand-by-Strand 
and uses AHS-FP 



Throughout the UK and the world 

Studios in London, Birmingham, Bristol, Bromley, Cardiff, Dublin, 
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MEET 

DAMON HILL 
TimesPlus members 
can buy tickets for an 
evening with Formula 
One legend Damon 
Hill in conversation 
with Times columnist 
Matthew Syed and 
former England 
cricketer Jonathan 
Trott on June 7 in 
London. 

More details at 
mytimesplus.co.uk 


Hamilton celebrates 
winning the grand 
prix after getting 
the better of Vettel, 
his main rival for 
the drivers’ title 


JUAN MEDINA/ REUTERS 



rttVO** 5 1 


Nudged off the track but 



Duel in the sun: Hamilton, right, was nudged off the track as he tried to overtake 



Stoffel Vandoorne collided with the 
Williams of Felipe Massa and ended up 
in the gravel with a broken suspension. 

Vettel responded, pitting a lap later 
before returning alongside his rival. 
The German said that he had been 
surprised that Hamilton was so close 
but the spectators were glad that he 
was, as two of the best drivers of their 
generation put on a show. 

Hamilton had to bide his time behind 
Vettel, who was getting the benefit of 
hitting traffic. However, when they hit 
the clear air Hamilton, on the faster 


tyres, saw his opportunity and, using 
the Drag Reduction System (DRS), was 
able to pass his rival on the run into turn 
one. He then pulled far enough away to 
keep Vettel out of the one-second DRS 
zone, which could have allowed him to 
take back the lead, before seeing out the 
race in front. 

Red Bull could not get close to the 
front two. Daniel Ricciardo took the 
last spot on the podium but was 75 sec- 
onds back. Bottas, who had started 
third, caused havoc when he bumped 
into the rear of his compatriot, Kimi 


Raikkonen uses his early exit to 


I t was the image that 
pulled at the 
heartstrings of 
millions of people 
watching the Spanish 
Grand Prix: a little boy 
inconsolable, right, 
as his hero, Kimi 
Raikkonen, was forced 
to retire from the race 
on the first lap. 

A keen-eyed 
cameraman spotted 
the distraught child, 
and Ferrari, who had 
been watching the 


television coverage in 
the back of the garage, 
made it their mission 
to find the young fan 
and cheer him up. 

They requested a 
pass into the paddock 
for him and, once that 
had been granted, 
someone was sent to 
where the youngster 
was sitting in the 
grandstands to collect 
him and his parents. 

Thomas, from 
France, along with his 


parents, was taken 
back to the Ferrari 
motorhome in the 
paddock to meet 
Raikkonen, far right, 
and they watched the 
rest of the race 
together. 

The boy’s tears 
were soon replaced 
with an enormous 
smile, as Raikkonen 
handed him his own 
hat, along with other 
Ferrari goodies, 
including a T-shirt. 
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Briton gets his revenge six laps later 


Vetters Ferrari, above. But the German could not hold off the charge on lap 44 (1) as Hamilton used DRS to take the lead (2) much to the delight of his boss, Wolff (3) 



Raikkonen, knocking the Ferrari into 
the Red Bull of Max Verstappen. The 
cars’ front wheels collided, the suspen- 
sion instantly broken, and the pair 
crawled back to the pits and retired. 

For Bottas, who had taken his maid- 
en Formula One victory last time out in 
Russia, the race ended when his engine 
caught fire and he was forced to park on 
the side of the track and jump out as 
flames spurted out the back of his car. 

Behind that drama Massa seemed to 
use his Williams to push Fernando 
Alonso’s McLaren off the track. There 

cheer up tearful 


had been hope for McLaren after the 
dismal performances of recent weeks 
as Alonso qualified seventh at his home 
grand prix, but that contact pushed 
him down the field and he never made 
back the places, finishing 12th. He will 
now head to America to compete in the 
Indianapolis 500, at the expense of 
featuring in the next race, in Monaco. 

Toto Wolff, Mercedes’ executive 
director, described it as an “epic race” 
and hoped that the duel between the 
two top drivers would continue. We can 
all agree with that. 

Ferrari fan 



How they finished 





Drivers 

Team Points 

1 Hamilton (GB) 

CIV r Mercedes 1:35:56.497 

1 

Sebastian Vettel 

Ferrari 

104 

S Vettel (Ger) 

Ferrari +3.490sec 

2 

3 

Lewis Hamilton 

Valtteri Bottas 

Mercedes 

Mercedes 

98 

63 

D Ricciardo (Aus) 

Red Bull +1:15.820sec 

□ 

Kimi Raikkonen 

Daniel Ricciardo 

Ferrari 

Red Bull 

49 

37 

3 S Perez (Mex) Force India 

+1 Lap 


Max Verstappen 

Red Bull 

35 

3 E Ocon (Fr) Force India 

3 N Hulkenberg (Ger) Renault 

+1 Lap 

+1 Lap 

7 

Sergio Perez 

Force India 

34 

El 

Esteban Ocon 

Force India 

19 

3 C Sainz (Sp) Toro Rosso 

J P Wehrlein (Ger) Sauber 

+1 Lap 

+1 Lap 

B 

Felipe Massa 

Williams 

18 

10 

Carlos Sainz 

Toro Rosso 

17 

3 D Kvyat (Rus) Toro Rosso 

3 R Grosjean (Fr) Haas 

+1 Lap 


Fastest lap Hamilton 1:23.593 


+1 Lap 


Constructors 



Q M Ericsson (Swe) Sauber 

3 F Alonso (Sp) McLaren 

+2 Laps 

1 

Mercedes 


161 

+2 Laps 

2 

Ferrari 


153 

3 F Massa (Br) Williams 

+2 Laps 

3 

Red Bull 


72 

Q K Magnussen (Den) Haas 

+2 Laps 



/\ 

Force India 


53 

3 J Palmer (GB) Renault 

+2 Laps 



c 

Toro Rosso 


21 

3 L Stroll (Can) Williams 




+2 Laps 




IQ 

Q V Bottas (Fin) Mercedes 

DNF 


Williams 

Renault 


lo 

14 

3 S Vandoorne (Bel) McLaren 

DNF 

7 



Haas 



3 M Verstappen (Neth) Red Bull DNF 

8 


9 

3 K Raikkonen (Fin) Ferrari 

DNF 

9 

Sauber 


4 


McLaren 



Race scoring system: 1st 25pts 2nd 18 3rd 15 4th 12 

5th 10 6th 8 7th 6 8th 4 9th 2 10th 1 

w 
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Sport 

Perfect blend 
of teamwork 
and talent 


Rebecca Clancy 
Comment 



A perfectly timed pitstop, 
Lewis Hamilton’s driving 
and a team player in 
Valtteri Bottas led to this 
Mercedes victory. 

So often in Formula One it can 
come down to the driver’s ability or a 
single strategy call, but in Barcelona 
yesterday the victory was a 
combination of everything coming 
together at the right time. 

“Today’s win was one for the whole 
team: an amazing drive from Lewis, 
great calls by our strategy team, good 
defensive driving by Valtteri, the 
fastest pitstops of the race and a 
quick, consistent, upgraded car,” Toto 
Wolff, the Mercedes executive 
director, said. “Everything clicked and 
came together for us.” 

Everything was going Hamilton’s 
way, it seemed, including some outside 
help. Mercedes should consider buying 
Felipe Massa, the Williams driver, a 
drink or two after the Brazilian yet 
again got in the way of Sebastian 
Vettel as he was trying to close the gap 
to Hamilton in the final laps. 

“Why does it have to be Massa all 
the time?” Vettel complained. He had 
lost time behind the Williams when 
he was chasing Bottas, who then held 
on to win for Mercedes, last time out 
in Russia. 

While Hamilton claimed maximum 
points in Spain, he was helped 
significantly by Bottas. Not only did 
the Finnish driver keep Vettel behind 
him while Hamilton closed the gap 
from third after his pitstop, he also 
moved over to let his Mercedes 
team-mate through once the Ferrari 
driver had slipped past. 

Wolff said that the Finn had moved 
aside for Hamilton without a 
conversation being had and that the 
driver, whose race was ended by an 
engine fire, had made the decision 
himself as he apparently knew that he 
only had the pace to finish third. 

It was Daniel Ricciardo, of Red 
Bull, who did finish third but he was 
75 seconds behind and only made the 
podium because Bottas and Kimi 
Raikkonen, the Ferrari driver, were 
forced to retire. As for the other 
teams, finishing a lap behind is a clear 
sign that the development race is 
favouring those with a bigger budget. 

However, Force India are, yet again, 
punching above their weight and their 
budget. With Sergio Perez in fourth 
and Esteban Ocon in fifth, they are 
now the only team to have scored 
points in every race this season with 
both cars. The 22-point haul collected 
in Barcelona lifts them to 
53 points and within touching 
distance of Red Bull, who are on 72. 

Their Mercedes-powered car seems 
to have the speed and reliability to 
deliver them fourth place in the 
constructors’ championship, where 
they finished last year. 

One team who will be scratching 
their heads are Renault. They had 
started the weekend looking quick in 
the practice sessions. At the end of 
the weekend Nico Hulkenberg had 
translated that into sixth place but 
Jolyon Palmer was 15th. The Briton 
has yet again been shown up by his 
team-mate, who has outperformed 
him in every race this season. He is 
quick to blame the car but the team 
will be eager to see what they can do 
to get two drivers in the points. 
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Harry Kane flicks home Tottenham Hotspur’s second goal in their 2-1 victory over Manchester United in their final game at White Hart Lane. The Game, pages 4-7 


Allardyce sends Hull down 


Alyson Rudd 

Sam Allardyce erased some of the 
humiliation attached to his brief tenure 
as England manager yesterday when 
his Crystal Palace team confirmed their 
Premier League status by relegating 
Hull City at Selhurst Park. 

A comfortable 4-0 victory cemented 
Allardyce’s reputation as the man to 
hire to avoid the drop, having taken 
over in December with the team having 
won once in 11 games. 

The feat adds to Allardyce’s achieve- 


ments in keeping Sunderland in the top 
flight last season, which earned him the 
England job, having previously guided 
Bolton Wanderers and Blackburn 
Rovers to safety. The 62-year-old was 
sacked from his “dream job” with the 
national team in September after only 
67 days in charge over comments made 
to undercover reporters about transfer 
regulations. 

“I wouldn’t want to keep fighting 
relegation at the end of every season,” 
he said after a result that also guaran- 
teed the safety of Swansea City. 


Times Crossword 26,725 




The highlights of Allardyce’s tenure 
since replacing Alan Pardew were 
Palace’s victory at Stamford Bridge and 
the wins against Liverpool and Arsenal. 

“I said to myself 
this would be 
the hardest [rele- 
gation battle], 
given the quality 
of the teams we 

The Game: 
turn to 
centre pages 


ACROSS 


1 Now and again getting by on a little 
(9) 

6 Succeeded over working motor (5) 

9 House for some is one grand game 
(5) 

10 Change things behind cooker (9) 

11 Way of making young person see 
hating is bad (15) 

13 Intelligence about area of oyster 
shells (8) 

14 Powerful banker embraces 
European blueprint for life (6) 

16 Problem key set fire to central 
heating (6) 

18 Thanks two chaps with gifts (8) 

21 Magazine goes for Hitchcock film 
(3,4,8) 

23 Fundamental truth I place in 
member of royal family (9) 

25 Animal runs in circle round Henry 
(5) 

26 Out on a limb embracing this style 
of music (5) 

27 First of Ugli fruit to be gathered by 
a new machine (9) 


had to play on the run-in,” Allardyce 
said. 

Marco Silva was serenaded by the 
Hull fans at Selhurst Park in a clear 
attempt to entice the Portuguese head 
coach to remain at the club but he 
looks set to leave, with Watford and 
Southampton among the clubs who 
have monitored his first foray into 
management in the Premier League. 

“We tried to do our best. Now it’s time 
to be calm and see what is best first for 
the future of the club, and also for my 
career as well,” Silva said. 


DOWN 


1 Be mean towards Kipling novel 
after second page (5) 

2 Professional misconduct involved 
clear impact (11) 

3 Yew, say, outside old church is a 
poetic feature (7) 

4 Abandoned regimen eating last of 
gateau, a really sweet item (8) 

5 Horse among loose highland cattle 
will appear thus (6) 

6 Queer Street resounded with the 
last of these (7) 

7 Manage goal for England player? 

(3) 

8 Excessive outlay unfortunately 
proves downfall (9) 

12 Skimpy garment clothing queen 
gets curt treatment (5,6) 

13 Jerry, perhaps introducing sons in 
club (9) 

15 A bad egg eaten by favourite bird 

(8) 

17 Left following accident in part of 
church (7) 

19 Record one good hit poem that’s 
amusing (7) 

20 My musical work, I note, generates 
vision problem (6) 

22 Wading bird cutting bill in feeder 

(5) 

24 Place to stay in Pinner (3) 


Plan to tackle 
homophobia 

EXCLUSIVE 


Martyn Ziegler Chief Sports Reporter 

The Premier League hope to tackle 
homophobic abuse at matches by 
announcing a partnership with 
Stonewall. 

The alliance with the charity, which 
campaigns for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender equality, will include 
working with the police to take a strong 
line in dealing with abuse. 

Brighton & Hove Albion’s promotion 
to the Premier League may focus more 
attention on the issue as the city is the 
unofficial “gay capital” of Britain and 
supporters have been targeted by 
opposing fans. There is also a desire to 
develop the conditions that would 
allow any gay players to come out. 
The Game, page 7 


Ashes fear as 
strike looms 


Elizabeth Ammon 

Australia’s cricketers may go on strike 
before this winter’s Ashes series in a 
dispute with the sport’s national 
governing body over pay. 

The row has escalated after a letter by 
James Sutherland, the Cricket Austra- 
lia chief executive, warning the players 
that they would not be paid after June 
30 if they did not accept the offer on the 
table, was leaked on Friday. 

Mitchell Stare, the Australia fast 
bowler, said that the threat would 
“make for an interesting men’s and 
women’s Ashes” and Shane Watson, the 
former Australia all-rounder, said: “It 
will be an interesting game of cricket 
without any players.” 

The five-Test Ashes series is 
scheduled to begin on November 23 in 
Continued on page 55 
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0906 
7577189 by midnight. Calls cost 80p per min- 
ute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390. 


The winners of Prize Crossword No 26,718 are 
S Addison, Pershore, Worcestershire 
M Davies, Shepperton, Surrey 
C Holman, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
J Lavender, London SW15 
D Mcllroy, Bolton, Greater Manchester 
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Palace hit four to survive in style 
while Hull throw it all away P2-3 


Kane seals victory over United as 
Spurs say farewell to the Lane P4-7 


Forest Green win play-off final to 
reach Football League at last Pi 6 
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Leicester City 

Up 1994, down 1995, up 1996 

Bolton Wanderers 

Up 1995, down 1996, up 1997 

Charlton Athletic 

Up 1998, down 1999, up 2000 

Manchester City 

Up 2000, down 2001, up 2002 

West Bromwich Albion 

Up 2002, down 2003, up 2004 

Sunderland 

Up 2005, down 2006, up 2007 

Birmingham City 

Up 2007, down 2008, up 2009 

West Brom 

Up 2008, down 2009, up 2010 

Burnley 

Up 2014, down 2015, up 2016 
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RATINGS 

Crystal Palace (4-2-3-1): W Hennessey 6 - 
J Ward 5, M Kelly 6, J Tomkins 6 (sub: 

D Delaney 86min), J Schlupp 6 - L Milivojevic 7, 

J Puncheon 6 - W Zaha 7, Y Cabaye 6 (sub: 

J McArthur 62, 7), A Townsend 5 (sub: 

P van Aanholt 75) - C Benteke 6. Substitutes 
not used J Speroni, M Flamini, F Campbell, 

B Sako. Booked Puncheon, Cabaye, Van Aanholt. 
Hull City (4-3-3): E Jakupovic 5 - H Maguire 5 
(sub: C Davies 50, 5), A Ranocchia 4 (sub: 

J Bowen 46, 5), M Dawson 5, A Robertson 4 
(sub: S Maloney 46, 6) - A N’Diaye 5, Evandro 5, 

S Clucas 5 - A Elmohamady 5, O Niasse 5, 

K Grosicki 6. Substitutes not used D Marshall, 

T Huddlestone, O Elabdellaoui, D Mbokani. 
Booked N’Diaye, Clucas, Robertson, Dawson, 
Davies. 


GEORGE CAULKIN 


The most remarkable thing, now that 
it is all over, is that relegation was 
delayed for so long. Inevitability hung 
over Hull City at the beginning of the 
season, their squad weakened, the 
most successful manager in the club’s 
history gone over a lack of 
backing, up for sale, supporters fJQ 
in dispute over ticket prices, v W 
These were quicksand founda- ' 
tions. 

That Hull clung on until jh 

the penultimate week- 
end of the season and / 
are third from bottom , 
rather than adrift, says 
much about Marco Silva’s 
impact as head coach and 
the spirit forged in improb- 
able circumstances, but in 
every other aspect their 
demotion was foretold. 

Silva’s appointment apart, 


it reads like a compendium of mis- 
management. 

Steve Bruce, who twice led Hull to 
the Premier League as well as to their 
first FA Cup final, left in July; Mike 
Phelan, his replacement, was appoint- 
ed on a permanent basis in October. 
After promotion — amid much talk of 
a takeover — no new signings arrived 
until late August. In January, they sold 
Jake Livermore and Robert Snodgrass, 
two of their better players. 

Snodgrass joined West Ham United 
for £10.2 million but remains Hull’s top 
scorer with seven league goals 
(Abel Hernandez is next, with 
four). Off the pitch, the owning 
Allam family have scrapped 
concessionary tickets for 
juniors and seniors, alienating 
fans; no game at the KCOM 
Stadium has been sold out this 


Silva: Get-out clause leaves 
his future at Hull in doubt 


ALYSON RUDD 


If Crystal Palace 

Zaha 3, C Benteke 34, Milivojevic 
85 (pen), Van Aanholt 90 


Referee M Atkinson Attendance 25,176 

| ho you gonna call? Sam, 
f of course, the reliable 
relegation buster. Crystal 
Palace are safe and Hull 
City are relegated. Marco 
Silva’s side fell out of the 
Premier League with 
plenty of goodwill and 
even plaudits but their away form has 
been too abysmal for the sympathy to 
be overly saccharine. 

All Palace needed to confirm their 
safety was a draw; that they scored 
four without reply was more down to 
the ineptitude of the visitors than 
their own scintillating attack-minded 
verve. 

“What a relief, eh?” Allardyce said 
as he took the microphone on the 
pitch. He did not become weepy or 
sentimental. He was brought in to do 
a specific job and he executed it, if not 
with aplomb, then with a steady hand 
and lack of hysteria. He said he knew 
the minute he took over that this 
would be his toughest ever piece of 
firefighting because the fixtures 
ahead were tricky but it was, in the 
main, the games he won against 
expectation that saved him this time 
around. 

There was tangible concern at 
Selhurst Park before kick-off that 
Allardyce might be negative and 
insular, caring about nothing but the 
solitary point that would guarantee 
Palace’s survival. He might well have 
become inhibited but he never had 
the chance. A horrible mistake by 
Andrea Ranocchia allowed Wilfried 
Zaha to give the home side the lead in 
the third minute and from then on 
the Palace players’ approach was 
almost carefree. 

Almost. This has been 
a strange season for the 
south London side, 
who appointed 

Allardyce, right, just \ 

before Christmas 
to eradicate 
flimsiness and add 
stoicism but 
found that he 
gave them 
myriad styles 
and outcomes. 

Palace won at 
Stamford Bridge, 
dismantled Arsenal and 


embarrassed Liverpool yet were 
outclassed by the hapless Sunderland 
and supine and flat when conceding 
five against Manchester City. 

Quite how it all boiled down to 
their last home game being so fraught 
is one of the mysteries of a beguiling 
season. Part of Palace’s escape route, 
though, must be down to the fact that 
Allardyce constantly exuded a sense 
of destiny. This is a man who had 
every reason to slam the door on 
football after his spell as England 
manager ended so abruptly and 
embarrassingly but he possesses 
certain innate qualities that make 
him irresistible to chairmen who fear 
the worst. 

“It’s not something I’d planned,” 
Allardyce said with a knowing grin 
when asked about his rather surreal 
year in which he left a grateful 
Sunderland to succeed Roy Hodgson 
but ended up at Selhurst Park. 

“The achievement of Sunderland, 
the disappointment of England, and 
then the saving of Crystal Palace.” He 
almost sighed as though reflecting on 
a favourite box set that had finally 
come to an end. 

The England job was supposed, in 
part, to end his reputation as a 
firefighter, as someone able to work 
competently within a tight budget, 
but now that he has saved Palace he 
will, once again, be viewed as the 
miracle worker. 

“If you’ve got the label [of 
firefighter], you accept it,” he said, 

“but building for the future relieves 
the stress on you. We were all very 
nervous going into the game today, 
but we used those nerves in a positive 
way. I wouldn’t want to 
keep fighting relegation 
at the end of every 
season.” 

Allardyce had to 
plan for the short- 
term during the 
0 , \ January window and 

make signings that 
would add some 
defensive bite, the 
most successful of 


* 




these being Mamadou Sakho, on loan 
from Liverpool, and Luka Milivojevic, 
signed from Olympiacos. 

“They were conceding so many 
goals when I arrived, so we had to 
start with that base,” Allardyce said. 
“The signings made a difference, 
increased the confidence, and we 
stopped conceding goals. I said to 
myself this would be the hardest 
[relegation battle], given the quality of 
the teams we had to play on the run- 
in. When you’ve taken three points at 
Chelsea, that gave us a great lift.” 

Any team would get a boost when, 
in the third minute, the opposition 
commit a howler. As Andros 
Townsend’s ball veered its way 
towards Zaha, Ranocchia appeared to 
have read the danger. Instead the 
defender miscued horribly and missed 
the ball altogether, allowing Zaha to 
score and Selhurst to erupt. 

“We really didn’t give them a sniff 
or a hope,” Allardyce said — which 
was true, but had Ranocchia held firm 
then perhaps the nerves would have 
set in. A Jason Puncheon corner fell 
to Christian Benteke, who towered 
over Harry Maguire to head in for his 
15th Premier League goal of the 
season, his best return since his first 
season in England five years ago. 

Silva brought on Jarrod Bowen and 
Shaun Maloney at half-time, putting 
Ranocchia out of his misery and 
Andrew Robinson out of his 
discomfort. Five minutes into the 
second half came an enforced 
substitution, with Maguire injured 
after a tussle with Benteke. 

Palace were content to sit back, 
soak up Hull’s artificial optimism and 
catch them on the break. Benteke 
should really have made it 3-0 when 
set free by Zaha but blasted over. He 
then tripped over his own feet with 
time to shoot properly. 

Michael Dawson felled the lively 
Jeffrey Schlupp in the penalty area in 
the 85th minute and it was left to 
Milivojevic to calmly deceive Eldin 
Jakupovic and end any faint hopes of 
a miracle for Hull. 

Patrick van Aanholt placed the ball 
between Jakupovic’s legs for the 
fourth, in added time, and sat on the 
advertising hoarding to accept the 
crowd’s acclaim and relief. 


REVOLVING 


DOORS 


Uncertain times ahead as 
Hull succumb to inevitable 


Since the start of the Premier 
League, 33 clubs have now come up 
and gone back down again the 
following season. On nine previous 
occasions, they have then come 
straight back up. Can Hull and 
Middlesbrough follow suit? 
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Doomed: Maguire, the Hull centre 
back, grimaces as Palace celebrate 
Sif taking the lead in the third minute 
at Selhurst Park through Zaha 
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Silva will wait to decide future 


Silva’s arrival four months ago shift- 
ed the narrative. Greeted with disdain 
by some — “What’s he know?” Paul 
Merson asked on Sky Sports, with his 
colleague Phil Thompson claiming 
“he’s not got a clue,” — the Portuguese 
is an intelligent and nuanced coach, 
but time and stretched resources have 
got the better of him. 

Ryan Mason, the midfielder, was 
signed for a club-record £13 million 
last summer but suffered a fractured 
skull against Chelsea in January. Hull 
lost that game 2-0 and it has been away 
from home where their frailties have 
told, winning once and amassing six 
points, the lowest total in the division. 

Silva had not presided over a home 
league defeat for more than three 
years until Hull lost 2-0 to Sunderland 
on May 6, a killer moment. Tension re- 
turned to their players, robbing them 
of impetus and handing the initiative 
to the in-form Swansea City. 

Little blame is attached to Silva who 
has a get-out clause in his contract, 
while Sam Clucas, Andy Robertson 
and Harry Maguire could leave. As 
things stand, confidence is fragile. “We 
could well start spiralling down the 
leagues,” Geoff Bielby of the Hull City 
Supporters’ Trust said. Once again, 
Hull are teetering on a precipice. 


ALYSON RUDD 


Marco Silva will meet Assem Allam, 
the Hull City chairman, before the last 
game of the season and spell out what 
lessons he believes the club need to 
learn. It seems highly improbable, 
however, that the Portuguese head 
coach will remain with the club to 
execute the changes needed to 
engineer an immediate return to the 
Premier League. Silva has said that he 
needs to consider what is best for his 
career as well as for the club. 

“For me, it’s easy what the club needs 
to do differently,” Silva said. “We 
started to lose in pre-season when we 
were making our preparation. 

“We tried to do many things in 
January but it’s not good to be signing 
six or seven players in January, and 
losing two, in the market. You should 
be doing that in June, in pre-season. 
You need to prepare better. 

“We will talk in the next few days. 
We will talk before the Tottenham 
match. We’ll see [if I will be manager 
next season]. I have enjoyed these four 


months in the Premier League. That 
was one target I had in my career, and 
we tried to do our best. Now it’s time to 
be calm and see what is best, first for 
the future of the club, and also for my 
career as well.” 

Silva has been linked with Watford, 
Southampton and Inter Milan — who 
approached him last summer — 
having instilled a more cohesive 
approach at Hull following Mike 
Phelan’s dismissal in January. With no 
Premier League experience, the 
former Olympiacos coach was 
expected to founder but instead rallied 
the team. 

“It’s not a good day for us,” he said 
after relegation was confirmed by the 
defeat away to Crystal Palace yester- 
day, “a sad day for the club, and our 
fans. They didn’t deserve what’s 
happened with the club this season. 
Now the most important thing is for 
the club to understand what they did in 
a bad way, to prepare. 

“We knew they [Palace] only needed 
a draw but we gave them a goal and 
everything was easy for them after 
that. They played on our mistakes.” 


Swansea celebrate 
survival at end of 
‘horrible’ struggle 


GEORGE CAULKIN 

^ Sunderland 


£ Swansea City 

^ Llorente 9, Naughton 45+2 



Referee A Marriner Attendance 38,781 


T hey are not the words 

traditionally associated with 
jubilation — horrible, tough, 
difficult, bad — but when it 
really mattered Swansea City 
drew on their suffering and were 
stronger for it. Given their labours 
this season, staying up prompted a 
weary sort of party, but release was 
justified; struggle has melded a team 
rather than drive it apart. 

At the final whistle on Saturday, the 
players thronged in front of the away 
end. There were those who played, 
those who did not, every member of 
Paul Clement’s coaching and 
technical staff and the head coach in 
the thick of it, beating his chest. 
Perched amongst the supporters were 
the club’s under-18 side. 

“We didn’t realise the players left 
out of the squad had travelled all the 
way up,” Lukasz Fabianski, the 
goalkeeper, said. “They weren’t on the 
bus or in the hotel. I looked over and 
thought, ‘Oh, this is great’. You could 
see another aspect of football in those 
moments. The manager has helped us 
get that togetherness.” 

Unity fanned out. Leon Britton 
pressed his team-mates to pay for 
supporters’ tickets at the Stadium of 
Light. The captain has started the last 
four matches — three wins and a 
draw — and was brilliant against 
Sunderland, shielding the back four, 
setting the tempo. 

That run has been pivotal, finding 
momentum when others groped for it. 
“We’ve ridden the wave and the 
timing has been very important,” 
Britton said. “The spirit and 
determination have been there and 
we’ve dealt with the pressure, being in 
the bottom three and then suddenly 
getting clear. There has been a 
complete togetherness.” 

It has been tested. From mid-March 
to mid- April, Swansea could not win a 
game and lost five, but Clement held 
firm. “It’s all been on the training 
ground, that’s where you put the graft 
in,” he said. “Every day, we’d drill the 
players, even on the basics. We didn’t 
waste a session. When we weren’t 


playing well, players have focused, put 
the work in and responded.” 

Halfway through the season, 
Swansea were bottom. When 
Clement arrived on January 3, they 
were three points behind Sunderland; 
they are now 14 clear. “It was bad,” 
Fabianski said. “Not just in terms of 
results, but the way we performed. 

We were losing by three goals — it 
was horrible, both home and away. 

“We were in bad shape before the 
manager arrived, so for him to do 
what he has done is impressive. He 
has a really good eye for football and 
hopefully we can build on this. You 
can see why he’s been at massive 
clubs like Real Madrid. His work ethic 
is amazing and he has delivered all 
the right messages to us.” 

Players have done the same, with 
Britton to the fore. “We got together 
as a team and spoke about doing 
something for the fans,” the 34-year- 
old said. “We know how difficult it’s 
been this year, especially over the 
winter months when we were losing a 
lot of games at home. It wasn’t fun. 

“The idea about the tickets came up 
and every player was behind it. I’m so 
glad we did it because look at the 
game, the result, the support we had, 
how vocal they were and what it 
means. It felt like a huge moment at 
the end, everybody together.” 

Swansea were everything 
Sunderland were not; competent, 
busy, tidy, efficient. David Moyes’s 
team had beaten Hull City the 
previous weekend, but improvement 
was a mirage and when Fernando 
Llorente and Kyle Naughton scored 
before half-time, the ground emptied, 
supporters grumbling at the manager 
and the owner who appointed him. 

“The manager said the other day 
that staying up would be a cause for 
celebration and I think that’s true,” 
Britton said. “In one way, maybe we 
shouldn’t celebrate because it hasn’t 
been a great season, but we have to 
recognise the pressure is off and 
enjoy ourselves. It’s been a really 
difficult year, so tough. At times, it’s 
been horrible.” 


RATINGS 

Sunderland (4-3-3): J Pickford 5 - B Jones 5, 

L Kone 5, J O’Shea 5, J Manquillo 4 - S Larsson 6, 
J Denayer 3 (sub: D Gibson 20min, 3), 

D N’Dong 5 - F Borini 3, J Defoe 5, V Anichebe 3 
(sub: W Khazri 37, 5). Substitutes not used 
V Mannone, B Oviedo, P Djilobodji, J Rodwell, 

L Gooch. Booked Larsson, Khazri, Gibson, Borini. 

Swansea City (4-3-1-2): L Fabianski 7 - 
K Naughton 7, A Mason 6, F Fernandez 6, 

M Olson 6 - K Sung-yueng 6 (sub: L Fer 67, 6), 

L Britton 8 (sub: J Cork, 77), T Carroll 7 - 
G Sigurdsson 7 - F Llorente 7 (sub; L Narsing 
89), J Ayew 6. Substitutes not used K Nordfeldt, 
M van Der Hoorn, Borja, S Kingsley. 
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Kane ensures 
the Lane gets 
send-off that] 
it deserves ■ 



Manchester United 

Rooney 71 



Referee J Moss Attendance 31,848 


I t was the sight of Ricky Villa and 
Mauricio Pochettino strolling 
around the pitch arm in arm, 
smiling at the adoring fans that 
captured the beauty of this day, 
Tottenham Hotspur’s past and 
present in complete harmony. 
Ossie Ardiles and Teddy 
Sheringham walked around, deep in 
conversation. Cliff Jones, still spritely 
at 82, ran across the field. Glenn 
Hoddle conducted the supporters’ 
beloved hymn to the King of White 
Hart Lane. Countless colourful 
cameos made the farewell to the Lane 
such a special occasion. 

Fully 117 years, eight months and 
ten days after the Lane was opened, 
Spurs left their atmospheric old home 
in style with a win, with an emotional 
homage to the past and a thrilling 
reminder of their bright future. 

Not even the rain on the parade, or 
an embarrassing pitch invasion, could 
spoil the leaving bash. There was a 
rainbow, a great choir and the fitting 
statistic that the final goal scored by a 
Spurs player in their 2,533rd game 
here came from “one of their own”, 
from a striker who would have graced 
any generation, Harry Kane. 

Even six hours before kick-off, 

Spurs fans gathered on the High 
Road, reminiscing, taking pictures 
and some buying “I Was There” and 
“Farewell to the Lane” T-shirts. 
Queues grew for programmes, 
containing an emotional Pochettino 
address, praising the “rare intimacy 
between the players and fans that has 
helped pass on to us the extra energy 
we have needed on many occasions”. 

Spurs hardly needed extra energy 
here; until late on, United were 
supine, having one eye on the Europa 
League final. Only when Anthony 
Martial went left did United threaten. 

This was Tottenham’s day in every 
sense. Some fans negotiated with 


touts, paying way over the odds to get 
in. Others experienced the unique 
atmosphere outside before watching 
the game in local pubs. 

The Lane bequeathed so many 
memories, many cherished in sepia 
footage: Jones scoring a hat-trick in 
the 8-1 win over Gornik Zabrze in 
1961; Jimmy Greaves arriving from 
AC Milan with a flourish, with a 
scissors kick and two headers on his 
debut in December 1961 against 
Blackpool, the first of his 14 hat-tricks 
here; and Tony Parks saving from 
Eidur Gudjohnsen’s father Arnor in 
the shoot-out to win the 1984 Uefa 
Cup final against Anderlecht. 

So many memories flooded back: 
Hoddle gliding through Oxford 
United’s defence before dummying 
Peter Hucker in 1987; Paul Gascoigne 
losing his boot but not his balance or 
eye for goal in striking his first goal 
for Spurs, against Arsenal in 1988; the 
night in 2010 when Inter Milan’s 
Maicon was humiliated by Gareth 
Bale and Dele Alii scoring twice 
against Chelsea in January. 

More memories were soon being 
made, the noise levels moving to 
deafening within five minutes. Ben 
Davies crossed from the left and there 
was the unmarked Victor Wanyama 
heading firmly past David De Gea. 

The outpouring of joy drew more 
noise from the visiting fans. United’s 
supporters were in party-pooping 
mood, even if their team were not, 
pointing out Sheringham’s improved 
medal collection on leaving the Lane. 
“You nearly won the league,” they 
serenaded Spurs of recent efforts. 

There was plenty of recognisable 
talent in the United team, just not in a 
recognisable format. Jose Mourinho’s 
line-up brought to mind Eric 
Morecambe’s unorthodox piano 
technique of “playing all the right 
notes but not necessarily in the right 
order”. The young defender Axel 
Tuanzebe was in midfield. Eric Bailly 
was at right back. Wayne Rooney was 
so deep. Martial was isolated up front, 
released only once by Rooney in the 
first half but curling his shot past 
Hugo Lloris’s left-hand upright. 

Tottenham were rampant for a 
while. Son Heung-min and Alii were 
denied by De Gea. Kane headed 
Eriksen’s cross against the bar. Kane’s 
persistence paid off, exploiting lax 
marking by Chris Smalling to flick 
home Christian Eriksen’s free kick. 

Mourinho responded by moving 
Rooney further forward and 


switching Martial left. Martial got 
around Kieran Trippier far too easily 
and crossed for Rooney to score 
United’s first away goal at top -six 
opponents under Mourinho. 

At the final whistle, stewards were 
unprepared for thousands of fans 
pouring on to the pitch, mobbing both 
teams and the officials. The 
announcer made repeated pleas to 
clear the field, reminding them that 
the world was watching. 

A line of stewards gradually cleared 
the most congested area of the field, 
although some fans evaded the high- 
vis jackets. Further embarrassment 
came when supporters launched into 
a sickening song about Sol Campbell, 
whose defection to Arsenal in 2001 
has never been forgiven nor forgotten. 

Finally, once the pitch was cleared, 
ten academy players strode out to 
form a guard of honour, the future 
saluting the past. Clive Allen was the 
first to emerge, followed by Paul 
Allen, Les Allen, Darren Anderton, 
Steve Archibald and Ardiles, huge 
cheers following their every step. 
Dimitar Berbatov strolled on, looking 
like he was heading to a nightclub. 

Others followed, including a regal 
Martin Chivers and Garth Crooks, 
who gave a series of thumbs-up to the 
fans. Edgar Davids looked like he had 
come straight from Hollywood. 

Slowly, movingly, Terry Dyson from 
the 1961 Double team made his way 
to the centre circle. 

“One of our great entertainers”, 
shouted the announcer, brought 
David Ginola out to a huge roar. Still 
they came: Pat Jennings, who could 
have kept the rain off with his hands, 
and Ledley King, who “only has one 
knee”. And then came the heirs to this 
famous lilywhite tradition, followed 
by the coaching staff as the Spurs fans 
acclaimed their footballing family. 

The wrecking balls begin their work 
on the old Lane today but the 
memories remain, deepened by a 
historic send-off. 


RATINGS 

Tottenham Hotspur (4-2-3-1): H Lloris 6 - 
K Trippier 5 (sub: K Walker 83min), 

T Alderweireld 7, J Vertonghen 6, B Davies 6 - 
E Dier 6, V Wanyama 8 - C Eriksen 6 
(sub: G-K N’Koudou 90+1), D Alii 7, Son Heung- 
min 6 (sub: M Dembele 72) - H Kane 7. 
Substitutes not used M Vorm, K Wimmer, V 
Janssen, M Sissoko. Booked Wanyama. 
Manchester United (4-2-3-1): D De Gea 7 - 
E Bailly 6, C Smalling 4, P Jones 4, D Blind 5 - 
M Carrick 5, A Tuanzebe 5 (sub: A Herrera 61, 6) - 
J Lingard 4 (sub: H Mkhitaryan 61, 5), J Mata 6 
(sub: M Rashford 79), W Rooney 5 - A Martial 6. 
Substitutes not used S Romero, D Mitchell, 

M Darmian, S McTominay. Booked Rooney, Bailly. 



Kane’s goal was Tottenham’s 
47th at home this season, the 
most they have managed at 
White Hart Lane in the 
Premier League era 


Kane gets in front of Chris Smalling to 
score the final goal for Tottenham at 
White Hart Lane, a strike that was also 
decisive in earning them victory 
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Scoring our last goal here has 
fulfilled a dream, says striker 


GARY JACOB 


Harry Kane said that he fulfilled a 
dream yesterday by scoring the last 
goal for Tottenham Hotspur at White 
Hart Lane. 

Kane’s finish helped his side to beat 
Manchester United and to equal a club 
record dating back to 1987 of 14 
consecutive home wins. 

The England striker flicked in 
Christian Eriksen’s cross to score his 
22nd league goal of the season and 
help the club to secure runners-up spot 
in the top flight for the first time since 
1963. 

Having come through the Totten- 
ham academy, Kane said the achieve- 
ment felt extra special. “I said before 
I’d love to score the winning goal and 
for it to happen is brilliant,” he said. 

“To see it go in was special. What a 
way to finish. We wanted a win so 
badly in our last game here.” 

Kane still has a chance of claiming 
the golden boot as the Premier 
League’s leading goalscorer as he has 
one more game to play than Romelu 
Lukaku, the Everton striker who has 
scored two more league goals and 
leads the charts. 

On an emotional afternoon, 
Tottenham ended a league season 
unbeaten at home for the first time 
since 1965 and reached their highest 
ever points tally. They could 
finish on 86 points if they win away to 
Leicester City on Thursday and Hull 
City three days later — 16 more points 
than last season when a title challenge 
faded badly and they finished in third 
place. 

“When you look at our points tally 
compared to last season, obviously 
we’re disappointed losing out on 
the title but we are growing,” the 
23-year-old said. 

Kane went on a lap of honour after 
the ceremony to bid farewell to 
the club’s home since 1899. 
Builders will start demolish- 
ing White Hart Lane this 
morning and Tottenham plan 
to return to action in their new 
stadium next door for the start of 
the 2018-2019 campaign, after one 
year playing at Wembley Sta- 
dium. 

Mauricio Pochettino, 
the Tottenham manager, 
joked that there had been 
no time for him to take 
home souvenirs 

“Still nothing because 


FOR THE LAST 
TIME... AT WHITE 
HART LANE 


Last touch 

Ander Herrera (Man Utd) 

Last Tottenham touch 
Dele Alii 
Last goal 

Wayne Rooney (Man Utd) 

Last Tottenham goal 
Harry Kane 
Last throw-in 
Daley Blind (Man Utd) 

Last foul and last booking 
Eric Bailly (Man Utd) 

Last corner 

Christian Eriksen (Tottenham) 

Last offside 

Marcus Rashford (Man Utd) 

Last attendance 

31,848 

Tottenham became the first club to 
remain unbeaten at their home 
ground in their last season there. 

Fewest defeats at home ground in 
last full season 

Tottenham, White Hart Lane 

0 defeats, this season 
(P22, W20, D2, LO)* 

Man City, Hyde Road 

2 defeats, 1922-23 

Arsenal, Highbury 

2 defeats, 2005-06 

‘Spurs also lost two Champions League home 
games at Wembley this season 

It is the first time that Spurs have 
gone unbeaten at home in the 
league in a season since 1964-65 


no time to take anything, but we 
will see what things are still there, 
because the players, all the people, 
start to take everything,” Pochettino 
said. 

He said defeating United was the 
perfect finale and that he was 
fortunate to be manager at a historic 
time for the club. 

“My favourite memory of the 
stadium will now always be the last 
day,” the Argentinian said. “It was a 
very exciting day because it was per- 
fect. The preparation, the game we 
played well, and we got three points 
and the ceremony was fantastic, to 
share with all the legends, staff, fans, 
family, it will be always for me the most 
special day. 

“It was a very emotional game and 
ceremony and it is so difficult to 
describe. I am a very lucky guy, because 
to share the history of this club, in that 
special moment, is so lucky.” 

Pochettino paid tribute to the 
supporters who gave the team 
“energy” and sung his name during the 
farewell ceremony. After leading the 
club to an improved league position 
in each of his three seasons in charge, 
he said that the attraction and 
incentive of playing at the new stadium 
will help the players to take the extra 
step and win a first league title since 
1961. 

“We believe that when the new 
stadium opens the doors, it will help 
the club to reach the last level,” he said. 
“That is our expectation, our idea. The 
facilities, training ground, the new 
stadium will put the team and the club 
in the last level in Europe.” 

He said that he had no regrets about 
the season despite his team falling 
short at the death in the league for a 
second consecutive campaign and 
losing to Chelsea in the FA Cup 
semi-final. “I am really sad, 
disappointed because Chelsea won the 
league, but I have nothing to regret,” 
he said. “I am very happy with the 
performance of the players.” 

Dele Alii said that the team needed 
to take their home form to Wembley 
— which staged their European home 
games this season — where they have 
won one, lost seven and drawn one of 
their past nine matches. “We’ve got 
to make sure we make it as much of 
a fortress as White Hart Lane,” Alii 
said. 


FOND MEMORIES AT THE LANE 

David Aaronovitch, page 6-7 The Game 



Mourinho: we don’t want to play these games 


GARY JACOB 


Jose Mourinho showed his focus is on 
Manchester United’s Europa League 
final by claiming that their Premier 
League run-in is “matches we don’t 
want to play”. 

Speaking to Sky Sports after the 
game, the United manager said: “What 
we did was compulsory. I’m happy. 
They played 90 minutes, no injuries. 

“And one last match to play because 
in this moment the Premier League is 
just matches we don’t want to play.” 

He also insisted that he was not 
upset at missing out on a top-four finish 
and took a fresh swipe at his rivals by 
saying that they would rather still be 
fighting for a third trophy this season 
— like United. Mourinho made eight 


HOW THEY STAND 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

Chelsea (C) 

36 

28 

3 

5 

76 

29 

47 

87 

Tottenham 

36 

24 

8 

4 

73 

24 

49 

80 

Liverpool 

37 

21 

10 

6 

75 

42 

33 

73 

Man City 

36 

21 

9 

6 

72 

38 

34 

72 

Arsenal 

36 

21 

6 

9 

72 

43 

29 

69 

Man Utd 

36 

17 

14 

5 

52 

29 

23 

65 

Everton 

37 

17 

10 

10 

61 

41 

20 

61 

West Brom 

36 

12 

9 

15 

41 

46 

-5 

45 

Southampton 

36 

12 

9 

15 

41 

47 

-6 

45 

Bournemouth 

37 

12 

9 

16 

54 

66 

-12 

45 

Leicester 

36 

12 

7 

17 

46 

56 

-10 

43 

West Ham 

37 

11 

9 

17 

45 

63 

-18 

42 

Crystal Palace 

37 

12 

5 

20 

50 

61 

-11 

41 

Stoke 

37 

10 

11 

16 

40 

56 

-16 

41 

Burnley 

37 

11 

7 

19 

38 

53 

-15 

40 

Watford 

36 

11 

7 

18 

37 

59 

-22 

40 

Swansea 

37 

11 

5 

21 

43 

69 

-26 

38 

Hull (R) 

37 

9 

7 

21 

36 

73 

-37 

34 

Middlesbro (R) 

37 

5 

13 

19 

27 

50 

-23 

28 

Sunderland (R) 

1 36 

6 

6 

24 

28 

62 

-34 

24 


changes to his side for a defeat that 
means they are now likely to finish 
sixth. However, United could add the 
Europa League to Community Shield 
and EFL Cup triumphs this season. In a 
dig aimed at Liverpool and Manchester 
City, who are likely to finish in the top 
four, he said that lifting silverware was 
paramount for big clubs. 

“For us it’s more important to win 
titles than to finish top four,” Mouri- 
nho said. “So, if we can win a third title 
that would be magnificent. If we lose 
the final we don’t play Champions 
League. But we fight for titles and 
other clubs in the top four, probably 
they would like to be in our position.” 


ROONEY LOSES £500,000 

News, page 5 
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With the new stadium rising in the 
background, Wanyama climbs 
above Rooney to score Spurs’ first, 
while former stars Hoddle, above 
right, Ginola and Villa, centre, 
were introduced to an excitable 
crowd after the final whistle 




IhEFHUW 


one and om aim* 


It was a cramped home full 


We may be moving only a few 
yards, yet for Tottenham fans 
life at the match will no longer 
be the same experience 




J e had our memories, our free flag, our 
' free T-shirt, our souvenir programme 
and, like modern fans, had behaved 
ourselves through the pre-match, 
half-time and the match itself. And 
then, the second the final whistle blew, 
we gave ourselves over to the carnival 
exuberance that underpins this sport. 
Pitch invasion? This was a pitch reclamation. 

People kissed the turf, their turf. Bad behaviour, yes, 
but an odd expression of thousands of people’s 
connection with their memories. 

Mine started in April 1976. Britain had just won 
the Eurovision Song Contest beating Sing Sang Song 
(Germany) and Un, Deux, Trois (France), Sunny Jim 
Callaghan had succeeded Harold Wilson to become 
prime minister, and I set foot in White Hart Lane 
for the first time. 


I know what the game was because I had the 
programme for years afterwards. It was the back 
end of the season and Spurs beat Coventry City 4-1 
with goals from four players you’ve probably never 
heard of. That’s all I recall except that I was taken 
there by the Student Organiser of the Communist 
Party, who was the kind of fan who actually went to 
matches. 

I must have loved something about it, because I 
went to lots of games at the Lane the next season 
and that was noble because that was the year we 
were relegated. I remember standing in the old East 
Stand — the one with two bloody great pillars that 
obstructed the view of one goal or another for 
hundreds of spectators — to watch us lose 1-0 to 
Bristol City. 

Why? It was easy. I was young and poor, the long 
walk from Seven Sisters Tube to the Lane was no 
problem, despite my ten Woodbine a day habit, and 
it cost almost nothing to get in and stand on the 
terraces. Not only that, but you were guaranteed 
admission. In that decade — despite there being no 
live football on TV — there were rarely 50,000 fans 
desperate to watch the once-mighty Spurs achieve 
mid-table at best. 

So what was it about the Lane? The cockerel on 
top of the stand, maybe. Its situation in an 
unrelentingly working-class area of London (unlike 
the gentrifying sybarites of Chelsea or Arsenal), so 
that the startling greenness of the pitch was one of 
the very few patches of green around. The relative 
smallness of the playing area and the closeness of 
the stands creating greater intimacy between the 



Kane, whose goal proved decisive 
yesterday, was mobbed by supporters 
who could not be kept off the pitch 


players and the fans and between the fans 
themselves. 

Twenty-two years after that Coventry game I 
took my oldest daughter, Rosa, for the first time. We 
were in seats by then, up in the “posh” West Stand, 
and it was through watching her that I began to 
understand my own motivation. She has always 
been slightly demure — a law-keeper not a 
law-breaker. The first few times she looked around 
her with amazement at these grown-ups who were 
chanting and shouting and swearing at the tops of 
their voices. How could this be happening when 
you’d get told off at school for so much as a bloody? 
And then she got it. It was Primal Scream Therapy. 

She was not only allowed to yell, “Come On You 
Spurs,” she was praised for it. She has never stopped 
since. 

In many ways she is far sadder about the 
demolition of the old ground than I am. She was a 
lot younger when she first went and let’s face it, 
nostalgia is so much more rewarding now than it 
used to be. Back in 1976, before VCRs, Sky Sports 
and YouTube, the only time you’d see the match 
and the players and the goals were when you were 
actually there. After that they’d be gone for ever. 

I’ve been here and shared the bad times: 
relegation, the hoolie days when the West Ham 
Inter City Firm “took” the East Stand, where the 
women, families and non-warriors like me stood, 
the appalling moment in March 2012 when we 
thought that a Bolton Wanderers player, Fabrice 
Muamba, was dying in front of us. 

Still, the great moments at the Lane have been 
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of fond memories 


some of the best of my life. The ticker tape that 
accompanied Ossie Ardiles and Ricky Villa — 
World Cup winners, to every home match in their 
first season. There’s been the mad ecstasy of 90th- 
minute winners against Chelsea and Arsenal. 
Gareth Bale murdering Inter Milan with pace and 
power. The comedy of goalkeeper Paul Robinson’s 
goal against Watford, the poignancy of Glenn 
Hoddle’s last match for the club when he scored at 
close range after having received the ball at the 
halfway line. 

For two decades that I have been sat among the 
same people in the West Stand, all of us growing 
older, few of us relinquishing our places. The result 
has been an undocumented “greying” of the Lane, a 
deterioration of the yelling and chanting faculties 
that matched the deterioration of the physical 
structure of the stadium — I have sat in Roman 
amphitheatres that are more comfortable. And the 
clunking turnstiles have somehow got 
narrower. We have all let ourselves go. 

But starting almost as you read this, 
the wrecking ball will wipe out the old 
and the future will belong to the DW 
Griffith film-set rising outside the 
grimy walls. In two seasons I will 
ascend to my seat via an escalator 
and not by climbing 12 flights of 
dirty concrete steps. New people 
will take their seats around me. 

And absurdly, though it’s likely 
that I will be seated only a few 
yards from where I am now, I 


Martin 

Chivers 

was 

among 

the former 

players 

given an 

ovation 

after the 

game 



will miss it. Fans are creatures of tribe and ritual. 

We park here, we walk there, we take our seats 
where we always have. We chant the same songs we 
did 40 years ago. English football is a place of 
aggressive sentimentality. One-minute silences for 
players we never saw. Passionate hatreds for people 
— rival fans — who we know to be exactly like 
ourselves. You’ll Never Walk Alone when actually 
you mostly do. In a changing world, we commit 
ourselves to go through it all over and over and 
over again, in the company of people you didn’t 
• choose and who have therefore become family. 
V John and Anne, Keith and Trevor, the man 
whose name I still don’t know because I never 
asked it and it’s far too late now. 

This is 2017 — as quickly as it began, the 
( f reclamation was over. 

The official show commenced, Anne and John, 
Rosa, Keith and me welcomed Ossie and David, big 
Chiv and bigger Crouchie. The rain came 
down, stopped, and then a rainbow 
arose from just behind the cockerel — 
it’s true — and arced above the Lane 
for one last time. Rosa cried a little 
and maybe, in 70 years, when they 
pull down the new Lane, my grand- 
daughter may be writing something 
much like this for The Galactic Times 
about her heroes and her 
memories. 

• David Aaronovitch, is a 
Times columnist and lifelong 
Tottenham fan 


Premier League and 
Stonewall to tackle 
homophobic abuse 


Exclusive 
MARTYN ZIEGLER 

Chief Sports Reporter 


The Premier League will today launch 
a significant drive to tackle homopho- 
bic abuse at matches by announcing a 
partnership with the LGBT organisa- 
tion Stonewall. 

The initiative will include working 
with police to ensure officers take a 
strong line in dealing with incidents of 
abuse. Under the law, perpetrators can 
face arrest for a hate crime, similar to 
action taken against racist abuse. 

Brighton and Hove Albion’s promo- 
tion to the Premier League is expected 
to focus more attention on the issue 
next season as the city has a large 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender) community and is 
known as the unofficial gay capital of 
Britain. Fans of the club have been 
targeted by opposing supporters on 
numerous occasions. 

The partnership will be launched by 
the Premier League’s executive direct- 
or Bill Bush today. The league has been 
in talks with Stonewall for several 
months and supported its Rainbow 
Laces anti-homophobia campaign last 
year when players were encouraged to 
wear multi-coloured laces in their 
boots. The new partnership will see 
further support for the campaign. 

There is also a desire to develop the 
conditions which would allow any gay 
players who want to come out to feel 
comfortable in doing so. 

Discussions with police about tack- 
ling unacceptable language will be a 
big part of the campaign, and league 
officials will provide forces with exam- 
ples of positive developments and 
good practice by certain forces, includ- 
ing Sussex police, who have achieved 
some success in tackling abuse. 


In 2012-2013, Brighton’s supporters 
club sent a report to the FA detailing 
homophobic abuse at 70 per cent of 
away matches and 57 per cent of home 
games. Fans involved in some of the 
more serious incidents included those 
of Burnley and Crystal Palace, both of 
whom will also be in the Premier 
League next season. 

When Burnley visited Brighton in 
2012-13, the language used by some 
fans was so unpleasant that BBC Suss- 
ex was forced to turn off a microphone 
and apologise. However, the same 
report also praised Cardiff City, Derby 
County, Barnsley and Ipswich Town 
for having no incidents of abuse. 
League officials will speak to Brighton 
to learn how they have achieved some 
success in educating other fans. 

The partnership will also build on 
the Premier League’s bid to encourage 
an atmosphere which will encourage 
families, young people and supporters 
from black and minority ethnic back- 
grounds to attend matches. 

It comes after a House of Commons 
inquiry published in February said any 
football fan who chants homophobic 
abuse should face a one or two-year 
ban for a first offence. 

Tracey Crouch told the culture, me- 
dia & sport select committee inquiry 
that a “small minority” who take part 
in homophobic chanting should be 
dealt with in the same way as perpetra- 
tors of other forms of hate crime, in- 
cluding arrest and prosecution. 

“I see absolutely no reason why, in 
the same way we tackle other forms of 
discrimination at football, that we 
can’t tackle homophobia”, the sports 
minister said. “It’s a crime; it’s a hate 
crime and you can be arrested.” 

In March, police investigated com- 
plaints about Manchester United fans 
making homophobic chants against 
Chelsea supporters. 


BRIGHTON CELEBRATE PROMOTION 



Brighton & 
Hove Albion 
players enjoyed 
an open-top 
bus parade 
yesterday to 
celebrate their 
promotion to 
the Premier 
League. 
Thousands of 
fans lined the 
promenade to 
acknowledge 
the players’ 
achievements. 
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American dream: Lloyd, the global 
star of the women’s game, scored 
City’s third goal at Wembley before 
celebrating with the trophy 


Pep’s men 
are shown 
how to win 
trophies 


W hile Pep Guardiola’s first 
season at Manchester City 
ended without a cup, their 
women’s side can target 
Champions League success 
next season after a clean sweep of 
domestic trophies. 

City, who had already won the 
Women’s Super League and WSL 
Continental Tyres Cup, swept aside 
Birmingham City 4-1 at Wembley to 
lift the FA Cup for the first time. 

Goals from Lucy Bronze, Izzy 
Christiansen and Carli Lloyd, the Fifa 
world player of the year, propelled 
City into a 3-1 half-time lead. 

Birmingham pulled one back 
through Charlie Wellings before Jill 
Scott sealed victory in front of a 
competition-record crowd of 35,271 
on Saturday. 

Steph Houghton, the England 
defender, set her team’s sights on 
retaining the trophies. “We’ve got to 
make sure that we retain these titles 
and we’ve got to make the next step 
in the Champions League,” she said. 
“We’ve had a little taste of the semi- 
finals [before losing to Lyons] but we 
want to keep going until we win it.” 

Lloyd, the United States player 
whose three-month stint with City 
ends next month, was pleased to play 
her part in the success. “This group’s 
been trying to get this trophy for quite 
some time. I’ve come in and helped to 
push that along,” she said. 


City to offer Toure new deal 


PAUL HIRST 


“ ) Manchester City 

9 

Silva 29, Jesus 36 (pen) 


dH) Leicester City 

i 

Okazaki 42 

■ 


Referee R Madley Attendance 54,407 



anchester City are ready 
to offer Yaya Toure a new 
contract in an attempt to 
keep the midfielder at the 
Etihad Stadium for an 
eighth season. 

The club also 
confirmed the departure 
of Pablo Zabaleta, the long-serving 
right back, after the 2-1 win over 
Leicester City that put Pep 
Guardiola’s side within one victory of 
Champions League qualification. 

Zabaleta, 32, one of seven players 
out of contract this summer, asked to 
leave and has received an offer from 
West Ham United. 

But, there were suggestions from 
on high at City shortly after the final 
whistle that Toure will not follow the 
Argentinian out of the door next 
month. Senior City sources said that 
there was a “strong chance” Toure 
would be offered a one-year contract 
extension. 

It is a remarkable turn of events 
when it is considered that Guardiola 


branded the 34-year-old midfielder as 
too slow at the start of the season and 
then ostracised him from the squad 
after clashing with his agent. 

But the truth is that Toure has 
improved markedly since the 
beginning of the campaign. He has 
lost weight, found his focus and 
shown a maturity that was evident on 
Saturday when he allowed Gabriel 
Jesus to take the penalty that put City 
2-0 up in the 36th minute after David 
Silva had opened the scoring. 

Toure has an impeccable record of 
14 goals from 14 penalty kicks, but he 
had no problem in allowing Jesus to 
take the spot-kick. Jesus had scored 
twice since his return from injury last 
month, but Toure made way as he 
sensed that the 20-year-old was still 
lacking in confidence. It was a selfless 
act, one that was a world away from 
the tantrums of Toure’s past and 
appreciated by Guardiola. 

“Yaya made the decision,” the City 
head coach said. “I love it when the 
players have the personality to take a 
decision on the pitch. All managers 
have an idea of what you have to do 
together, where you have to play, but 
the players have to take decisions.” 

There was no controversy about 
Bobby Madley’s decision to award the 
penalty. Yohan Benalouane had, after 
all, knocked Leroy Sane off his feet 
with a clumsy swing of his right leg. 
However, there was some contention 
about the referee’s call to allow Silva’s 
goal to stand after Raheem Sterling 
had tried to help the Spaniard’s 



UNLUCKY MAHREZ 

Mahrez was penalised for his two- 
touch penalty but Atletico Madrid’s 
Antoine Griezmann got away with a 
similar incident last week, bottom 


v 


r 


left-footed shot into the net from an 
offside position. He did not make 
contact, but the winger was blocking 
the view of Kasper Schmeichel, the 
Leicester goalkeeper, and was 
therefore interfering with play. 

“I don’t think anyone would have a 
problem with bringing technology in 
for decisions like that,” Craig 
Shakespeare, the Leicester manager, 
said. “It would take ten or 15 seconds.” 

Leicester pulled themselves back 
into the match with a stunning 
acrobatic goal from Shinji Okazaki, 
although he was unchallenged when 
he volleyed past Willy Caballero to 
score his first goal in 23 matches just 
before half-time. “[Nicolas] Otamendi 
was asleep,” Guardiola said. 

Leicester grew in confidence after 
the break, but Marc Albrighton 
scuffed a shot inside the box after 
some good play by Jamie Vardy. 

More bad luck then came their way. 
Gael Clichy felled Riyad Mahrez in 
the box with a challenge that was as 
clumsy as the one committed by 
Benalouane in the first half. Mahrez 
beat Caballero from the spot despite 
slipping, but unfortunately for the 
visitors, the goal was ruled out as the 
Algerian had touched the ball twice 
— once when he hit the ball with his 
left foot and a millisecond later when 
the ball struck his standing foot. 

“It was a freak incident,” 
Shakespeare said. 

City should have put the game to 
bed long before then, but were again 
wasteful. They had seven attempts on 


goal in the second half but could not 
find a third. They were indebted to 
Vincent Kompany who helped to 
keep Leicester at bay, securing a win 
that means City can reach the 
Champions League with a victory at 
home to West Bromwich Albion 
tomorrow. 

The City captain spoke fondly of 
the nine years that he and Zabaleta 
have spent at the club. “We came here 
when there were completely different 
targets,” he said. “We were happy to 
win a big game every now and again.” 

The Belgian has no plans to leave 
City this summer even though the 
club are pursuing a new centre back. 

“When the young lads start 
running past me in training I will 
know it is time and that is not 
happening so I’m still aiming for the 
highest things,” the 31-year-old said. 

Zabaleta is expected to take to the 
microphone and address the fans 
tomorrow after his final home game. 
“It will be an emotional game for me,” 
he said. “It’s been a wonderful nine 
years.” 


RATINGS 

Manchester City (4-3-3): W Caballero 7 - 
Fernandinho 6, V Kompany 7, N Otamendi 6, G Clichy 
5 - K De Bruyne 6 (sub: P Zabaleta, 82min), Y Toure 
7, D Silva 7 - R Sterling 6 (sub: S Aguero, 78), G Jesus 

7 (sub: J Navas 90+4), L Sane 8. Substitutes not 
used A Gunn, Fernando, Nolito, A Kolarov. 

Booked Kompany, Aguero, Silva. 

Leicester City (4-4-1-1): K Schmeichel 7 - D Simpson 
6, Y Benalouane 5, C Fuchs 6, B Chilwell 6 - 
M Albrighton 7 (sub: D Gray 80), A King 6 (sub: 

D Amartey 68, 6), W Ndidi 6, R Mahrez 7 - S Okazaki 

8 (sub: I Slimani, 73) - J Vardy 6. Substitutes not 
used R Zieler, A Musa, B Kapustka, M Wasilewski. 
Booked Benalouane, Fuchs, Albrighton. 
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Wenger’s 
warning 
to Chelsea 



Stoke City 


9l Arsenal 

Giroud 42, 80, Ozil 55, 
Sanchez 76 


This was their first win away to 
Stoke since 2010 and it was achieved 
in fine style, meaning the possibility 
of a fourth-place finish remains very 
much alive. Liverpool’s obliteration of 
West Ham United yesterday did make 
the task more difficult, especially 
considering Jurgen Klopp’s team play 
Middlesbrough at home in their final 
fixture. It means a slip up from 
Manchester City, who host West 
Bromwich Albion tomorrow before 
travelling to Watford on Sunday, 
appears to be Arsenal’s best hope of 
overturning a three-point deficit. 

“We’re traditionally strong 
finishers,” Rob Holding, the defender, 
said. “There’s a feeling that we can do 
it.” 

While their now-annual late season 
run of victories is in full flight, 

Wenger had no interest in discussing 
yet another fan-funded plane that 
flew over the ground with a banner 
suggesting that he should go. “I’m not 


ALAN SMITH 


Referee M Dean Attendance 27,535 


A rsene Wenger made a point 
of congratulating Chelsea 
after Arsenal swatted Stoke 
City aside on Saturday 
evening, but even then it felt 
begrudging. Adding caveats, 
he said that Antonio Conte’s 
team are “extremely good” 
champions but, emphasised that they 
were aided significantly by not having 
to play in the Champions League. 

“When they have to compete in 
Europe it’ll be a different story,” 
Wenger said. “They’ve done well but 
in the last two seasons the team that 
won the league hasn’t played in 
Europe.” 

So, would Arsenal have won more 
league titles if it were not for their 
interminable top-four finish? “That’s 
very difficult to answer,” Wenger 
replied, but he is adamant that his 
team’s title hopes were derailed 
after the 10-2 aggregate 
thrashing against Bayern 
Munich in the 
Champions League 
round of 16. “We 
struggled a lot after 
what happened 
against Bayern,” he said. 

While Arsenal’s form undoubtedly 
dipped — losing to Liverpool between 
the Bayern legs and inexplicably 
surrendering at the feet of West 
Bromwich Albion in the next league 
game — they were already ten points 
behind Chelsea before visiting Bavaria 
for the first leg in mid-February. 

Indeed, if not playing in Europe was 
that much of a domestic benefit, 
especially now that it looks likely that 
Wenger will stay for another season, 
then it was curious to witness his 
team staging a noticeably 
combative performance at a 
ground where they have endured 
so many horror moments. 


INJURED SANCHEZ BATTLES ON TO SCORE ARSENAL’S THIRD 



MEET TONY ADAMS 


Subscribers can join us on 
Wednesday, May 31 for an 
evening with Arsenal legend 
Tony Adams, in conversation 
with Chief Football Writer 
Henry Winter at Wembley 

To book your tickets, simply visit 
mytimesplus.co.uk 


in politics, I’m in football,” he said, 
adding that the players have 
responded well to a difficult period. 
“We could have gone divided but we 
have chosen to be united and that’s 
what you see on the pitch,” he said. 

With Sunderland, tomorrow, and 
Everton, on Sunday, to play at home 
in their final two games, Arsenal 
could end up on 75 points — four 
more than last season, when they 


finished in second position. “That will 
be a decent total,” Wenger said. 

Why, though, has it taken them 
until this past fortnight, following 
their feeble resistance in defeat by 
Tottenham Hotspur, to play to 
something approaching the level that 
is expected of them? 

There were some delightful 
moments at the Britannia Stadium, 
not least when Alexis Sanchez and 
Mesut Ozil combined to set the latter 
up for their second goal. 

That meant Sanchez became the 
first player this season to reach 
double figures in both goals and 
assists. He also scored the visitors’ 
third soon after Peter Crouch 
punched the ball in with his hand for 
a Stoke goal that briefly shook 
Arsenal. 

Two minutes before finding the net, 
Sanchez had dramatically signalled to 
Wenger that he needed to come off 
due to an injury. Yet when the ball 


reached him a few yards outside the 
area, he had sufficient energy to 
power forward and dispatch a clinical 
finish past Jack Butland, immediately 
hobbling off to a rapturous ovation 
from the away enclosure. 

To the uninitiated, Sanchez’s 
thespian actions to the bench would 
have suggested that he had sustained 
a serious injury. Wenger, though, 
expects him to be fit for tomorrow’s 
game, when Sunderland should 
present few difficulties. 


RATINGS 

Stoke City (4-2-3-1) J Butland 5 - G Johnson 4, 

R Shawcross 4, B Martins Indi 5, E Pieters 4 - 
G Whelan 5, G Cameron 5 - X Shaqiri 6, J Allen 6 
(sub: P Crouch 60min, 7), M Arnautovic 5 (sub: 

R Sobhi 81) - M Diouf 4 (sub: S Berahino 61, 5). 
Substitutes not used L Grant, M Muniesa, C Adam, 

J Walters. Booked Crouch. 

Arsenal (3-4-2-1) P Cech 6 - L Koscielny 6, S Mustafi 
6, R Holding 7 - H Bellerin 6, F Coquelin 7, G Xhaka 6, 
N Monreal 7 - A Sanchez 9 (sub: A Ramsey 77), 

M Ozil 8 (sub: D Welbeck 83) - 0 Giroud 7 (sub: 

T Walcott 84). Substitutes not used D Ospina, 

G Paulista, A Iwobi, M Elneny. Booked Mustafi, 
Holding. 


We haven’t achieved our targets, admits Hughes as fans storm out 


ALAN SMITH 


It is hard to say where Stoke City, a club 
very much in stasis, go from here. 
Mark Hughes has said that they need 
to strengthen in the summer, yet when 
you consider the investment made 
over the past season, totalling 
£32.75 million, their regression to the 
bottom half of the table has left a club 
who have rapidly become all too beige 
in an uncomfortable position. 


The players, somewhat embarrass- 
ingly after a run of one win in ten 
games, re-emerged after Saturday’s 
game for a lap of appreciation with the 
ground mostly empty, a large propor- 
tion of their supporters vacating with 
ten minutes to go while the majority of 
those who remained aired their 
grievances once the final whistle was 
blown on a flaccid performance. 

“That’s fine,” Hughes, the manager, 
said. “When it was 2-1 the crowd 
were right behind us. They were 



disappointed obviously, like 
the rest of us. 

“We haven’t achieved the * ^ 
targets we’ve set. We’ve ^ • 
disappointed against the top 
six, we haven’t been able to 
cope with that extra 
quality.” 

A counterargu- 
ment would be that, 
in seasons past, 

Stoke’s most recog- 
nisable feature has 


been their ability to get in the 
faces of supposedly superior 
opponents. They are, realistically, 
unable to challenge the big teams 
for the duration of a season but are 
too good to be immersed in a 
relegation battle. It means 
some of the squad, their 

Hughes said that his 
side have struggled to 
cope with the “extra 
quality” of the top six 


most-expensively assembled, must be 
recycled. 

“We need to make key decisions and 
be stronger going into next season,” 
Hughes said. “Some of the players 
have been lacking form.” 

It was hard not to view form as a 
euphemism for motivation, though. In 
a table of games in the past two 
months, only Sunderland have fared 
worse. In football, grey areas and 
limbo are not tolerated for long. The 
Stoke fans are undoubtedly fed up. 
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Coutinho scored twice in Liverpool’s 
rout of West Ham, including his 14th 
Premier League goal from outside the 
penalty area since his arrival in 2013 






Coutinho keeps Klopp on 


target for top-four finish 


JAMES GHEERBRANT 


||| West Ham United 


® Liverpool 

Sturridge 35, Coutinho 57, 61, 
Origi 76 


Referee N Swarbrick Attendance 56,985 


F or months, Liverpool’s season 
has been perched on a knife- 
edge. The dividing line 
between success and failure 
for Jurgen Klopp’s embryonic 
but talented team is top four 
and Champions League 
qualification: make it and they 
can, given the financial superiority 
and greater squad depth of their 
rivals, reflect on a season of 
overachievement; miss out and the 
entire Klopp project would be cast 
into jeopardy, the manager’s aura 
perhaps fatally dented, their ability to 
sign high-quality reinforcements this 
summer compromised. 


This, then, was a hugely important 
victory, against the sort of mid-table 
opposition who have regularly proved 
their kryptonite this season, achieved 
with a swagger that has been too 
often absent since their freewheeling 
form of the autumn. At the heart of it 
— figuratively and literally — was 
Philippe Coutinho, excelling in a 
slightly deeper role with an all-round 
performance that, if produced 
regularly, would elevate him into the 
“best player in the league” 
conversation alongside Eden Hazard 
et al. With 12 goals and seven assists 
now this season, perhaps he is already 
not far away. 

In this meeting of the rock’n’roll 
managers, it was Liverpool who 
rocked, while West Ham rolled over. 
Klopp has tried to extricate himself 
from the famous characterisation of 
his football philosophy as “heavy 
metal”, but the phrase endures, and 
this was the first time in a while that 
Liverpool, after some distinctly low-fi 
recent performances, approached that 
electric, exhilarating, thrashingly 
percussive style that is Klopp’s 
supposed hallmark. 



Sometime guitarist Slaven Bilic 
(who during his spell at Besiktas 
pledged that his teams would be “as 
energetic as Iron Maiden”) was left to 
rue what Klopp has discovered on 
many occasions this season: the 
problem with promising heavy-metal 
football is that you can’t turn it up to 
11 every week. Liverpool and West 
Ham have displayed an ability this 
season to overwhelm opponents with 
ragged energy and up-tempo 
intensity, only to suffer an 
inexplicable dip from one week to the 
next. Here it was West Ham’s turn, 
following their cymbal-crashing 
victory over Tottenham Hotspur with 
a startingly flat note. 

With Arsenal’s win against Stoke 
City having ratcheted up the pressure, 
Klopp gave himself an extra offensive 
weapon, sacrificing the defensive grit 
of Lucas Leiva and handing only a 
sixth start of the season to Daniel 
Sturridge, a striker whose languid, 
instinctive style has not always 
appeared to fit comfortably in his 
system. 

Liverpool began uncertainly. James 
Milner was sucked out of position, 


and Jonathan Calleri’s clever ball 
found Sam Byram sprinting into 
unmanned acreage on the right. The 
right back had time to take a 
steadying touch but rifled his shot 
wide of Simon Mignolet’s far post. 

But with Coutinho reunited with 
Adam Lallana at the team’s creative 
axis and Divock Origi no longer 
isolated up front, Liverpool were 
summoning far greater attacking 
cohesion than in recent weeks, and 
against West Ham’s back three, 
creating plenty of chances. First Joel 
Matip’s header struck the crossbar, 
then Milner robbed Byram on 
halfway and surged upheld before 
poking a through-ball to Sturridge, 
whose finish rippled the side-netting. 

It was Coutinho, though, playing on 
the right of the diamond with Lallana 
at its tip, who was particularly 
instrumental, underlining his threat 
with a dipping shot from 30 yards 
that just cleared Adrian’s crossbar. 

Coutinho is at his most ineffective 
in the No 10 position when he drops 
deep, goes foraging for the ball, and 
ends up with his back to goal, running 
down blind alleys. Here, starting in a 


deeper position, he played with his 
head up, constantly looking to go 
forward and break the game open, 
and crucially, enjoyed far more time 
and space to play a killer through- 
ball. Ten minutes before half-time, 
with West Ham stretched as 
Liverpool broke quickly, he sliced 
open the defence with one such 
pinpoint masterpiece, springing 
Sturridge into clear space. The striker 
finished with sangfroid, rounding 
Adrian before slotting in. 

Liverpool, though, remained rickety 
defensively, and West Ham should 
have levelled shortly before the 
interval. Origi missed a header in the 
middle of the six-yard box, but Andre 
Ayew somehow contrived to scuff his 
shot against the base of the post. 

Klopp’s men emerged for the 
second half as if stung by that near 
miss and fired by a determination to 
avoid another of those unfinished 
performances that have blighted their 
season. Origi’s fierce deflected shot 
was saved by Adrian, Lallana reacted 
quickest to direct a clever header back 
into the six-yard box and only 
Sturridge’s rustiness, scuffing his shot 
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DANIEL LEAL-OLIVAS/AFP/GETTY 


3. Liverpool P 37, Pts 73, GD 33 
Sunday Middlesbrough (h) 


4. Man City P 36, Pts 72, GD 34 
Tomorrow West Brom (h) 

Sunday Watford (a) 


5. Arsenal P 36, Pts 69, GD 29 
Tomorrow Sunderland (h) 

Sunday Everton (h) 


‘We won’t deserve to be in 
Europe if we fail at Anfield’ 


with the goal at his mercy, spared 
West Ham. Liverpool recycled and 
Emre Can fed Georginio Wijnaldum, 
who this time drew a sharp save low 
down from Adrian. 

West Ham demonstrated grit and 
discipline in the win over Tottenham, 
in which they superbly shackled Dele 
Alii and Christian Eriksen, but with 
Mark Noble and Cheikhou Kouyate 
absent, they proved unable to do the 
same job on Coutinho. When 
Wijnaldum’s volley crashed back off 
the crossbar, the Brazilian was 
allowed to collect the ball, knife his 
way to the edge of the box and drill a 
low drive into the far corner. It was 
his 14th Premier League goal from 
outside the area for Liverpool. 

From that point, West Ham folded 
in a way that was surprising for a side 
unbeaten in their past five matches 
but typical of their erratic season. 
Appealing vainly (but with some 
justification) for a foul on Winston 
Reid, they switched off completely as 
Liverpool broke. Coutinho exchanged 
passes with Wijnaldum, waltzed into 
the area and fired past Adrian with 
West Ham’s defence static. 

Origi, enjoying a more effective 
outing when relieved of the burden of 
spearheading the attack, supplied the 
cherry on the cake, slotting in after 
Sturridge’s cut-back had created 
chaos in the West Ham penalty box. 


RATINGS 

West Ham United (3-4-2-1): Adrian 6 - J Fonte 5 
(sub: A Fletcher 55min, 5), W Reid 5, J Collins 4 
- S Byram 6, E Fernandes 5, H Nordtveit 5, 

A Cresswell 5 - A Ayew 4 (sub: R Snodgrass 77), 
M Lanzini 5 - J Called 5 (sub: S Feghouli 55, 5). 
Substitutes not used D Randolph, A Ogbonna, 
D Quina, D Rice. Booked Fernandes, Collins. 

Liverpool (4-4-2): S Mignolet 7 - N Clyne 6, 

J Matip 6, D Lovren 6, J Milner 6 - E Can 7, 

G Wijnaldum 7, P Coutinho 9 (sub: B Woodburn 
89), A Lallana 7 (sub: M Grujic 89) - D Origi 6, 

D Sturridge 7 (sub: L Leiva 87). Substitutes not 
used L Karius, R Klavan, A Moreno, 

T Alexander-Arnold. 


JAMES GHEERBRANT 


Despite yesterday’s convincing victory, 
Jurgen Klopp says Liverpool will not 
deserve to qualify for the Champions 
League if they fail to beat Middles- 
brough in their last game of the season. 

The victory at the London Stadium 
elevated Liverpool to third in the 
Premier League table, one point ahead 
of Manchester City and four ahead 
of Arsenal, both of whom have a game 
in hand. If Klopp’s side beat Middles- 
brough on Sunday they are assured of 
a top-four finish but any other result 
could result in them being overtaken 
by the two teams directly below them. 

“The first thing the boys said in the 


WOEFUL WEST HAM 



To catch a striker offside it is vital 
for a defence to be in a perfect line 
across the pitch. West Ham showed 
how not to do it, allowing Daniel 
Sturridge to waltz through and score. 


dressing room — and I didn’t have to 
tell them — was ‘one more game’,” the 
manager said. “If we win we deserve to 
be in the Champions League. If not we 
don’t deserve it.” 

Middlesbrough have already been 
relegated, but Klopp promised that his 
side would not take their threat lightly. 

“Nobody will go in the next game 
and underestimate 1 per cent Middles- 
brough,” he said. “They had a hard 
season, it’s hard I guess to enjoy foot- 
ball. I’m pretty sure they want to enjoy 
football at Anfield, they want to try 
everything to play good football, then 
that makes life difficult. [But] if we can 
be as focused as today, if we can be as 
fluent and have such good movement, 
then it will be difficult [for them].” 

Klopp’s side now have 73 points, 
more than any team have ever finished 
with outside the top four in a 38-game 
season and enough to have finished 
second last season, and he mounted a 
defence of their league campaign. 

“We drew in the last game [against 
Southampton], we didn’t score a penal- 
ty, maybe people say then, ‘They can’t 
deal with pressure’,” he said. “But these 
players did so good this season that we 
are in the situation we are. Nobody 
gives you 73 points as a present.” 

Slaven Bilic, the West Ham United 
manager, admitted he was “very dis- 
appointed” by his team’s performance. 
“We wanted to put in the same per- 
formance that we did [in the 1-0 win] 
against Spurs, but we didn’t,” he said. 
“OK, we were without a few players but 
we were also without a few players 
against Spurs.” 


TONY CASGARINO 

THE WEEKEND TALKING POINTS 



Clement saves Swansea with right balance 



Paul Clement, the 
Swansea City manager, 
has worked as an 
assistant at Real 
Madrid, Paris 
Saint-Germain, Bayern 
Munich and Chelsea. 
He will have dealt with 
some of the finest 
technical players in the 
world, capable of 
producing scintillating 
and skilful football. 
And he has tried to 
impart some of that 
experience on his 
Swansea players. But 
what has impressed 
me most is that he 
hasn’t insisted on that 
style. Yes, Swansea can 
play some great pass- 
and-move football at 
times — the signing of 
Tom Carroll in 
midfield has helped 


with this — but they 
aren’t afraid of going 
back to basics. 
Fernando Llorente’s 
opener against 
Sunderland was a 
throwback to 1980s 
football. 

A deep free kick 
pumped into the box, 
as shown above, and 
headed in without the 
ball touching the floor. 


It obviously helps 
when you have a 
player with the 
crossing ability of Gylfi 
Sigurdsson. Some 
managers are too 
stubborn and insist on 
sticking to a certain 
style. Clement 
deserves credit for 
finding the right 
balance to keep 
Swansea up. 


Rooney needs to be 
wary of big spending 


Wayne Rooney earns an amazing 
amount of money so when I heard 
reports about him gambling about 
£500,000 at a casino the first thing 
to say is that he can afford it. 
Footballers earn huge wages and so 
they spend huge amounts. 

If, and it’s a big if, this incident is 
Rooney having a rare night off and 
only happens on the odd occasion 
then his outlay is no different to 
spending vast sums on a new sports 
car. It might sound like a huge sum 
to lose but what footballer, who 
earns £300,000 a week, is going to 
gamble £50 here or there? 

But he should be wary. If it’s more 
than a one-off, then all that money 
can disappear. There are countless 
footballers who have been at the top 
but then seen their earnings vanish. 
News, page 5 


Sunderland should 
have faced up to fans 

Apparently some Sunderland 
players headed straight down the 
tunnel at full-time after their last 
home game this season ended in 
defeat — again. 

In their position, having played in 
such an uninspiring manner all 
season, you have to face the fans. 
They’ve paid money to watch you 
play badly and it’s their right to vent 
their frustrations. Manager David 
Moyes has a responsibility to make 
sure his players tackle that criticism. 

As a club Sunderland deserve 
great credit for the support they 
have shown to young Bradley 
Lowery and Saturday’s game started 
with the focus being on this brave 
lad and his fight against illness. 

But after another poor display it 
was disappointing to end on such a 
sour note. Their fans deserve better. 


Chelsea title made of Italian efficiency 


Chelsea’s title triumph owes 
much to the way they deal 
with situations that have 
been thrown at them. 

Against West Bromwich 
Albion was an example — 
they found a way to win. 
They have been efficient and 


shown their experience both 
on the pitch and in the 
07 OCO dugout. It’s no coincidence 
™ ■ ■ 1 ™ " £ that Antonio Conte used 

to manage Juventus, who 
have been ruthless in Italy 
and the Champions League 
this season. 


Average age of 
Chelsea’s 
starting XI 


Sturridge proves 
class is permanent 

Daniel Sturridge is still among the 
best strikers in the Premier League. 

He showed his ability yesterday, 
not only with that first goal — once 
he was clean through on goal you 
know he’s going to score. He has 
great composure and experience. 

But he also causes problems for 
defences with his movement too — 
despite being left-footed he is keen 
to be on the ball across that front 
line as the touch map, right, shows. 
It’s just a shame that his injury 
record makes him a risk player. 
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‘Vinnie held a 
shotgun to my 
head on the 
bus to Everton’ 


Twenty-five years on 
from Leeds’ title win, 
Howard Wilkinson tells 
Rick Broadbent about 
the journey to the top 

H oward Wilkinson is 
describing feeling 
something cold and 
metallic on the back of his 
head. It was August 1990 
and he had just climbed on 
the team bus to Everton. “I 
turned around and there 
was Vinnie Jones with his shotgun 
pointed at me,” he recalls. “He said, 
‘Make my day, punk.’ ” 

Before long the man in the front 
seat was shedding both the Dirty 
Leeds tag and Dirty Harry wag. The 
journey to the top was remarkable. 
Twenty-five years later he is still the 
last English manager to win the title 
in the top flight. 

“He’s had very little, nearly no 
recognition for that feat,” says Gary 
McAllister, part of a midfield quartet 
that still reduces hardened Tykes to 
dewy-eyed wrecks. 

In fact, Wilkinson was a northern 
visionary who bought McAllister for 
£1 million from Leicester City in 1990 
and then sent him to the University of 
Leeds for a month so that they could 
monitor his diet. A urologist was 
brought in from St James’s Hospital. 
Wilf Paish, the coach of the Olympic 
javelin champion Tessa Sanderson, 
was recruited to take training. There 
was a ten-year plan and Leeds duly 
won the old Second Division and 
First Division in three seasons. “To 
say Arsene Wenger came into this 
country and told us what to eat is just 
annoying,” McAllister says. “As if we 
were eating fish suppers before a 
game or something.” 

A new film Do You Want To Win? 
marks the 1992 title triumph but is no 
hagiography. The club are depicted 
warts and all, National Front racists 
segueing into burning chip vans, but 
their heartbeat is the miner’s son 
from Sheffield. Speaking from his 
holiday home in Majorca, he has a 
phone to his ear and senses English 
managers still have a gun to the head. 

Lazily stereotyped as the dour 
disciplinarian, the chairman of the 
League Managers’ Association (LMA) 
can talk Ken Loach and Margaret 
Thatcher as easily as title duels, and 
thinks carefully before answering 
questions. He did not want to go back 


THE OTHER CLASS 
OF ’92 


1. Lee Chapman He ended his 
career in Norway three years after 
leaving Leeds in 1993. He runs a 
London restaurant and is married to 
Leslie Ash, the actress 

2. Tony Dorigo Skilful, pacey full 
back with a shot, played for Torino, 
Derby and Stoke. He is a TV pundit 

3. Chris Whyte He left Leeds in 1993 
and after retiring became Arsene 
Wenger’s chauffeur 

4. John McClelland He played a key 
supporting role in the title win. He 
managed St Johnstone and hosts 
Elland Road tours 

5. John Lukic Returned to Arsenal 
in 1996. Lukic is a freelance coach 
and after-dinner speaker 

6. Eric Cantona Moved to 
Manchester United, won four league 
titles, is an actor and labelled 
McAllister his greatest team-mate in 
a one-man show this year 

7. Mel Sterland Rampaging full 
back who works in corporate 
hospitality at Elland Road 

8. David Batty Part of Blackburn’s 
title-winning side in 1995. He lives 
with his family in the Yorkshire Dales 

9. Gary McAllister Won the Uefa 
Cup with Liverpool, where he is a 
club ambassador, and took Leeds to 
the play-offs as manager 

10. Jon Newsome He scored in the 
title-decider against Sheffield United 
and runs a car sales business 

11. Steve Hodge Bagged Diego 
Maradona’s shirt after the Hand of 
God. Coached in Iran, at Nottingham 
Forest and Notts County 

12. Chris Fairdough Relegated and 
promoted with Bolton. He was 
Nottingham Forest first-team 
assistant and is a PFA coach 

13. Gordon Strachan The Leeds 
captain. He later played for and 
managed Coventry, took 
Southampton to the FA Cup final, 
won three league titles with Celtic. 
Now the Scotland manager 

14. Rod Wallace He had spells with 
Rangers, Bolton and Gillingham and 
coaches non-League side Epsom & 
Ewell 

15. Gary Speed Made 677 
appearances for Leeds, Everton, 
Newcastle, Bolton and Sheffield 
United before managing Wales. He 
died in 2011 


over 1992 because “we did a job” and 
“maybe I’m embarrassed”, but he is 
concerned that home-grown 
managers are dumbed down in the 
media. As McAllister suggests, we are 
suckers for “a big fancy name”. 
Wilkinson adds, “It’s Hollywood.” 

The latter, now 73, says: “I’ve 
spoken to people over the past ten 
years who have worked in clubs and 
they say, ‘It’s a myth.’ I look at the Pro 
Licence in England and the students 
we get on our LMA football 
management diploma and these are 
intelligent blokes. Sean Dyche [the 
Burnley manager] talks like he might 
be in Chicago 1932 but he is an 
intelligent bloke. Sam [Allardyce, of 
Crystal Palace] is meticulous in his 
preparation. 

“It has never been the English 
game. It has been the British game 
and, in the very early days, it was 
Scottish professionals who were 
imported to give us a kick-start. I talk 
about British but I also talk about 
English because the national team 
can play a very important part in the 
big picture. The lack of progress of 
English/British managers and lack of 
opportunities for English/British 
players at the top, no matter what 
they say about the product, is not 
good for the heart and soul of football 
in this country.” 

He believes that this is not down to 
talent but sheep mentality and people 
following each other. “Where do the 
purple rinses go in winter? They flock 
down to Florida,” he says. “I can 
understand that. There is no sign of 
change because one of the measures 
denoting the best managers 
is progress in European 
football. Someone might 
say, ‘Listen, I’m telling 
you, this guy will be great’, 
but there’s this guy who’s 
made the Champions League 
semi-final twice. We have 
to look at ways to 
change that.” 

What else is on 
his wish list? More 
top-flight Yorkshire 
clubs — “it would be 
a healthy Premier 
League then” — more 
people abiding by the 
notice he used at 
Sheffield Wednesday: 

“It’s Amazing What Can 
Be Achieved If No One 
Minds Who Takes The 
Credit.” 

Perhaps that socialist ethos 
is why he is not bothered if 
people have recast Eric 
Cantona as a central figure in 


Leeds celebrate winning the First 
Division at Elland Road in May 1992. 
Strachan, No 13, was integral 
to their title-winning campaign 


Leeds’ last hurrah. “Look, I don’t 
mind what they say, that’s down to 
them and doesn’t make a lot of 
difference to me, but the players were 
a bit miffed because he only started 
seven games. I don’t look back and 
think he got more or less credit than 
he deserved. I can’t do ’owt about 


that. It’s 


*:7 


just there. We all won 
a medal.” 

^ Cantona scored 
three goals in the title 
season and 
moved to 
/ Old Trafford 
/ a few months 
later. Why? “It 
was a decision I 
had to make for 
all sorts of 
reasons but, 

, I left 
out at QPR 
and he left the hotel 
and the country. We 
did not see him again 
until he turned up for 
Man United at Arsenal 
three weeks later.” 
Leeds fans will tell 


Wilkinson took a 
keen interest in his 
players’ diet and 
physiology to help 
gain an advantage 


you that this is the real class of ’92, an 
undervalued team built on Gordon 
Strachan, McAllister, David Batty and 
Gary Speed. Five and a half years on 
from Speed’s suicide, his father, Roger, 
makes a poignant appearance in the 
new film and McAllister admits that 
there was a tragic void at the recent 
reunion. 

From a quarter of a century away 
Wilkinson gives fresh appraisals of his 
players. “Gary started a C- and 
finished an A+,” he says of Speed. 
Batty never “burnished his own 
image” and now lives quietly in the 
Dales. “He did not like looking at 
football matches,” Wilkinson adds. 
“People think that’s weird but I’ve 
known a few like that.” McAllister 
says that he speaks to Batty maybe 
once a year and agrees with 
Wilkinson that the entire midfield 
could be transplanted to the Premier 
League. 

Strachan came to Leeds “looking 
for a deckchair” but, according to 
Wilkinson, “had a sort of rebirth”. He 
says: “It was like someone who had 
got away with a serious illness and 
thought they’d make the most of 
every day. He rang me six weeks ago 
on one of his rants about fitness — 
‘They say you can’t get fitter at 32. 
Well I did!”’ 

That midfield all played until their 
late thirties. As for Jones, 
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fundamental to promotion but 
supplanted by the far more gifted 
McAllister, Wilkinson likens him to 
Marlon Brando and says that he had 
to stop him taking on the world. 

“He was hugely liked by players and 
all the staff. My secretary Maureen 
would come in munching a bun and 
he’d have brought in a box of cakes. 
He got two bookings in two seasons. 

“I told him at the recent dinner that 
I should have kept him for his 
leadership and if I had I don’t think 
he’d be acting now. He said, ‘You did 
me a right f***ing favour — I’m only 
making ten times as much.’ ” If he 
didn’t make his day, he at least made 
Jones’s career. 

The near eradication of pre- 
Premier League history has conspired 
against Wilkinson’s legacy but the 
decline of Leeds shows his 
shrewdness. “I was into the 
physiology of training,” Wilkinson 
says. “We started measuring pulse 
rates and explaining to the players 
[what was best for them]. 

“We changed the meals in the 
canteen in the first week and said we 
don’t want that stuff anymore. Wilf 
Paish educated me about recovery 
rates and the difference between 
strength and conditioning. I’d say, 

‘You don’t have to believe my opinion, 
fellas, because we’re generating 
facts.’ ” 


1991-92 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Leeds (C) 

42 

22 

16 

4 

74 

37 

82 

Man Utd 

42 

21 

15 

6 

63 

33 

78 

Sheff Wed 

42 

21 

12 

9 

62 

49 

75 

Arsenal 

42 

19 

15 

8 

81 

46 

72 

Man City 

42 

20 

10 

12 

61 

48 

70 

Liverpool 

42 

16 

16 

10 

47 

40 

64 

Aston Villa 

42 

17 

9 

16 

48 

44 

60 

Nottm Forest 

42 

16 

11 

15 

60 

58 

59 

Sheff Utd 

42 

16 

9 

17 

65 

63 

57 

C Palace 

42 

14 

15 

13 

53 

61 

57 

QPR 

42 

12 

18 

12 

48 

47 

54 

Ever ton 

42 

13 

14 

15 

52 

51 

53 

Wimbledon 

42 

13 

14 

15 

53 

53 

53 

Chelsea 

42 

13 

14 

15 

50 

60 

53 

Tottenham 

42 

15 

7 

20 

58 

63 

52 

Southampton 

42 

14 

10 

18 

39 

55 

52 

Oldham 

42 

14 

9 

19 

63 

67 

51 

Norwich 

42 

11 

12 

19 

47 

63 

45 

Coventry 

42 

11 

11 

20 

35 

44 

44 

Luton (R) 

42 

10 

12 

20 

38 

71 

42 

Notts Co (R) 

42 

10 

10 

22 

40 

62 

40 

West Ham (R) 

42 

9 

11 

22 

37 

59 

38 


Manchester United historians still 
think that they lost that 1992 title race 
but the facts are that Sir Alex 
Ferguson’s team won fewer games 
and scored fewer goals. Nobody could 
match the power football that helped 
Leeds to win 4-1 at Aston Villa and 
6-1 away to Sheffield Wednesday. 
“When we went after teams in the 
first ten minutes, some of them would 
surrender that early,” McAllister says. 


“A high press is not new — I think 
Gordon was a real initiator of that.” 

Wilkinson’s influence ran deeper 
than titles. McAllister remembers the 
presence of the National Front inside 
Elland Road and Wilkinson was 
committed to banishing that 
malignant undercurrent. “We worked 
hard and it did have an effect,” he 
says. “There was a marked change in 
atmosphere. We were quite categoric 
that we did not regard them as fans 
and we could do without them. That 
was reflected at all levels of the club.” 

He never repeated the success, 
despite top roles with the FA and one 
game as England manager. In some 
ways he was a victim of the Premier 
League and its cosmopolitan mores. 
He won the old First Division and so 
was from a different age. 

However, England have not moved 
on. Neither have Leeds, although he 
has met the new prospective owner, 
Andrea Radrizzani, and describes him 
as an intelligent, down-to-earth 
gentleman. The ruination of Leeds 
and his fear of managerial bullets has 
not dimmed his affection for football. 
Disillusioned? “Not at all,” he says 
and he is teleported back from 1992 
and Majorca. “I still think that when 
you sit there and get 22 players on a 
pitch on one of those October days 
when it’s dry and a little bit nippy — 
fantastic!” 


Fabregas: Premier League 
is toughest in the world 


ALYSON RUDD 


Cesc Fabregas is in no doubt that 
winning the Premier League is the 
toughest of all achievements. The 
Spaniard won La Liga with Barcelona 
four years ago but in his homeland the 
top sides have to perform dreadfully to 
lose points. Here they have to perform 
at their best to win them. 

“Winning the Premier League 
trophy is something special, it gives 
you a special feeling,” the Chelsea 
midfielder said. “Having played in 
Spain, watching a lot of football as I do, 
Germany, France and Italy, this is the 
best league in the world; maybe not the 
best players in the world, but it’s the 
most competitive and most difficult 
league to win, for sure. 

“Anyone can beat you. That’s the 
thing. I’ve played in Spain, there were 
many games where you had to do 
really, really badly to drop points. 
Here, every game is tough and that’s 
why next year with the Champions 
League as well we will have to be at the 
top of our game to compete again for 
the Premier League.” 


With an FA Cup final to prepare for, 
Antonio Conte, the Chelsea manager, 
is unlikely to start a rotation policy, 
although John Terry may feature in 
either tonight’s game against Watford 
at Stamford Bridge or in the last home 
match against Sunderland in a nod 
towards sentimentality as the captain 
prepares to leave the club. 

The supporters would also welcome 
an appearance from Michy Batshuayi, 
who scored the winner against West 
Bromwich Albion on Friday to clinch 
the title with two games to spare but 
who has played only 129 minutes in 18 
league appearances from the bench. 

Fabregas will face his former club 
Arsenal in the FA Cup final a week on 
Saturday. “It will be emotional,” he 
said. “It’s not as if I like to play against 
Arsenal because they are a club which 
is in my heart and they will always be.” 


PROBABLE TEAMS 

Chelsea (3-4-3): T Courtois - C Azpilicueta, 

D Luiz, G Cahill - V Moses, C Fabregas, N Kante, 
M Alonso - Willian, D Costa, E Hazard. 

Watford (4-4-2): H Gomes - J Zuniga, 

A Mariappa, S Prodl, C Holebas - D Janmaat, 

E Capoue, A Doucoure, T Cleverley - T Deeney, 
S Okaka. 

Referee L Mason. Television Live, Sky Sports 1 
from 7pm, kick-off 8pm. 


Davis plays down speculation 


JASON MELLOR 


« 

J Middlesbrough 

•> Bamford 73 

1 


<■ Southampton 

► Rodriguez 42, Redmond 57 

2 


Referee A Taylor Attendance 28,203 


S teven Davis is long enough in 
the tooth not to be overly 
concerned with another 
potential summer of upheaval at 
Southampton, a club where 
evolution has become ingrained. 
Claude Puel refused to confirm 
whether he will be the club’s manager 
at the start of next season, and 
swerved his post-match briefing with 
daily newspapers, insisting that he did 
not understand why there were 
questions about his future. The 
Frenchman did, after all, lead his side 


to the League Cup final and is on 
course to secure Southampton’s 
fourth consecutive top-ten finish. 

That has failed to dampen rumours 
of an approach for Marco Silva, the 
Hull City head coach, who was under 
consideration for the job last summer, 
but Davis says that the players are not 
overly concerned. 

“I’ve been in the game long enough 
and ever since I came here we’ve had 
speculation about the manager and 
players at times,” Davis said. “It’s 
testament to the structure of the club 
that we deal with whatever happens. 
The foundations here are excellent.” 

RATINGS 

Middlesbrough (4-1-4-1) B Guzan 3 - Fabio 4, 

C Chambers 5, B Gibson 5, G Friend 5 - A Clayton 

4 - P Bamford 6, A Forshaw 4 (sub: G Leadbitter 
60min, 5), M de Roon 6, S Downing 3 

(sub: V Fischer 60, 5) - A Negredo 4. 

Substitutes not used D Konstantopoulos, 
Bernardo, A Barragan, C Stuani, A Traore. 

Booked Clayton, Gibson, De Roon. 

Southampton (4-4-2) F Forster 6 - J Pied 6, 

M Caceres 6, M Yoshida 7, R Bertrand 7 - J Clasie 7, 

O Romeu 7, P Hojbjerg 7 (sub: S Davis 74, 6), 

5 Boufal 5 (sub: N Redmond 46, 7) - S Long 6 (sub: 

C Austin 87, 5), J Rodriguez 8. Substitutes not used 
M Hassen, J Ward-Prowse, J Stephens, M Targett. 


Cook vows to fight for place 


IAN WINROW 


xjr 

Bournemouth 

Stanislas 25, King 85 

2 


Burnley 

Vokes 83 

1 


Referee L Probert Attendance 11,388 


S teve Cook is determined to deny 
any new arrival an easy route 
into the side and will take a 
personal trainer on holiday to 
ensure that he is not the man to 
make way should a big name defender 
be recruited in the summer. 

The Bournemouth centre back was 
presented with three player-of-the- 
year awards on Saturday, but as one 
of the players most under threat 
should Eddie Howe, the manager, 


convince Chelsea’s John Terry to 
move to the south coast, Cook accepts 
that he can take nothing for granted. 

“Of course no one can expect to 
come straight into the team,” he said. 
“Whoever comes in will improve this 
squad. If it’s John Terry, brilliant, 
because he’s got so much experience. 
He is possibly England’s best ever 
centre half. Years ago you would 
never have thought you would play 
with a player like John Terry. So if it 
happens, it happens. I’m sure 
someone top class will come in.” 


RATINGS 

Bournemouth (4-4-2) A Boruc 6 - A Smith 7, 

S Francis 6, S Cook 8, C Daniels 7 - J Stanislas 7 (sub: 
J Ibe 86min), H Arter 7 (sub: D Gosling 81), L Cook 9, 
M Pugh 7 - J King 8, L Mousset 6 (sub: R Fraser 66, 
6). Substitutes not used R Allsop, M Gradel, B Smith, 
T Mings. 

Burnley (4-4-2) T Heaton 6 - M Lowton 6, K Long 7, 

J Tarkowski 5, S Ward 6 - G Boyd 5 (sub: R Brady 55, 

6), A Westwood 7, J Hendrick 6, S Arfield 6 

(sub: J Gudmundsson 75) - A Barnes 5 

(sub: A Gray 6), S Vokes 8. Substitutes not used 

N Pope, J Flanagan, S Defour, T Darikwa. Booked 

Brady. 
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High stakes mean 
Carvalhal’s happy 
to grind out draw 


OLIVER KAY 

Chief Football Correspondent 


Huddersfield Town 


Sheffield Wednesday 


Referee P Tierney Attendance 20,357 


T he minimum value of 

promotion to the Premier 
League has been placed at 
£170 million in broadcast 
revenue money alone, with 
parachute payments bringing 
the softest of landings in the 
event of immediate 
relegation. When you put it in those 
terms, the stakes in these Sky Bet 
Championship play-offs are almost 
unbearably high. Caution is 
understandable. 

Carlos Carvalhal made no 
apologies for Sheffield Wednesday’s 
approach to their semi-final first leg 
at the John Smith’s Stadium 
yesterday. His team mustered only 
three shots, none of them on target, 
in gaining precisely the result they 
came for. “Football is not just about 
attack,” the Wednesday head coach 
said afterwards. “It’s also the work 
you do in defence. I think this is a 
positive result. We came here to make 
sure the second game was alive. We 
did that — and now we will play at 
home and it will be like a final.” 

David Wagner, his opposite 
number, struggled to conceal his 
frustration at Wednesday’s approach. 
He suggested, not unreasonably, that 
if either side had deserved to win — 
or merely to score — it was 
Huddersfield Town, for whom Izzy 
Brown came closest, grazing the 


crossbar midway through the first 
half. “We still have a realistic chance,” 
the Huddersfield head coach said. 

“We will not wait and hope when we 
go to Hillsborough. We will be active, 
not passive. We have trust and belief 
in what we’re doing. I’m not worried 
about what [Wednesday] will do. If 
they play as deep as they did today, 
I’m not sure how their fans will 
react.” 

If anything, it looked like 
something of a horses-for-courses 
approach from Wednesday. They 
have now gone eight matches 
unbeaten against yesterday’s 
opponents, the past five of them when 
these two coaches were in charge of 
the respective teams, and this result 
— and perhaps the nature of it — is 


PLAY-OFF SEMI-FINAL 
SECOND LEG 

SHEFF WED v HUDDERSFIELD 

Wednesday, 7.45pm, Sky Sports 3 


unlikely to have done much for 
Huddersfield’s confidence. 

That seemed to be the idea for 
Wednesday. If, after a loss of form 
and momentum towards the end of 
the regular Championship season, the 
first leg represented Huddersfield’s 
best chance of taking control of this 
tie, Carvalhal’s team appeared 
determined to deny them the space in 
which to operate. Ostensibly they had 
two men up front, with Fernando 
Forestieri playing alongside Steven 
Fletcher, but there was little 
commitment to attack. Kieran Lee 
and Barry Bannan sat very deep in 
central midfield and Ross Wallace 
and Adam Reach did not stray far up 
the wings either. Tom Lees and Glenn 
Loovens were unyielding at the heart 
of defence. 

There had been a growing concern 


in this part of West Yorkshire that 
Huddersfield might have run out of 
steam. Outstanding in the first half of 
the season, they won just three of 
their final ten Championship matches 
(one of the final five) while 
Wednesday and Fulham were hitting 
form just in time for the play-offs. 
When Mark Hudson, the captain, said 
in the match programme that they 
had pushed themselves “to the limits” 
in collecting 81 points to reach the 
play-offs, it was tempting to wonder 
how much they would have left to 
give. 

Huddersfield showed more 
ambition from the start yesterday, 
with Jonathan Hogg and Aaron Mooy 
passing the ball intelligently in 
midfield, but breaking down this 
Wednesday defence proved just 
beyond them. Their best chance came 
midway through the first half when 
Chris Lowe, combining well with 
Rajiv van la Parra, crossed from the 
left-hand side and Nahki Wells sent a 
header towards Brown near the 
penalty spot. It bounced awkwardly 
and Brown had to adjust his feet 
before stroking a shot that clipped the 
top of the crossbar. 

Wells is at his best when he has the 
space in which to stretch and run at 
defences, but he still looked like 
Huddersfield’s best hope against 
opponents who did not allow him to 
play to those strengths. On 56 
minutes he tried an audacious chip 
that had Keiren Westwood 
backpedalling before tipping the ball 
over the top. Later, when he was set 
up well by Van la Parra, he was 
denied by the alertness of Westwood. 
What an important save that could 
prove to be. 

Wednesday had barely crossed the 
halfway line, though Bannan, 
typically precise, picked out Jack 
Hunt with an inspired pass late in the 
first half, only for the full back to 



0 shots on target from Sheffield 
Wednesday, despite 
Huddersfield missing their 
first-choice goalkeeper Danny Ward. 
They had three attempts off target 


percentage of possession 
by Huddersfield 


goals in English football 
' h | scored by players who 
started on the bench 
for Wednesday - Jordan Rhodes, 
Sam Winnall and Atdhe Nuhiu 


2 shots on target for 

Huddersfield. Both came in 
the second half from Nahki 
Wells, the Bermuda striker 


Wells, the Huddersfield striker, tries to 
test Westwood with a header but the 
away side stood firm yesterday and 
earned a valuable draw in the first leg 


^ryyV.vL 
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miscontrol the ball in the 
Huddersfield penalty area. Reach 
broke forward on the hour and 
flashed a speculative shot narrowly 
wide. Bannan had a similar attempt in 
the closing stages but, again, could 
not quite get the ball on target. 

If anything, Wednesday looked 
slightly more ambitious in the final 
minutes, but risk-taking remained 
scarce and on the one occasion they 


seemed perhaps to over-commit to 
attack, with Huddersfield threatening 
to hit them on the counterattack, 
Reach raced back to commit a 
cynical foul, picking up a yellow card 
for his troubles. Carvalhal looked 
suitably impressed as the clock ticked 
down with no further threat from 
Huddersfield. 

“Any team in this kind of situation, 
playing away in a semi-final, tries to 


Clubs and agents learn the hard way 
that no one is safe from Football Leaks 


I n many ways, the reaction to the latest round 
of Football Leaks revelations was kind of 
depressing. We had some moralising over the 
size of wages and, especially, agent fees — 
and the fact that, were he a footballer, the 
superagent Mino Raiola would most likely be 
one of the five highest earners in the world — 
some speculation as to whether Juventus and 
Manchester United would be investigated by 
Fifa (and for what?) and some fun with the 
quirkier clauses in player contracts. And then, 


as quickly as it hogged the headlines, it all went 
away, leaving a bunch of unanswered questions. 

It begins with the source of the leaks. 
According to the consortium of media 
organisations who have published the 
revelations, it is a Portuguese man who asks to 
be known as “John”. He says that he’s a 
concerned football fan with a day job and, at 
some point, was in hiding in Budapest, a 
necessary measure since he claims to have been 
threatened and has fears for his safety. 

That may or may not be true. What we do 
know is that Doyen Sports, which engaged in 
third-party ownership until it became illegal 
and has seen plenty of its documents leaked by 
“John” is taking legal action against him and he 
is the subject of a police investigation in 
Portugal. It has claimed that Football Leaks is a 
criminal organisation and has hinted that its 
ultimate goal is blackmail and extortion. “John” 
says that he simply wants to bring light and 


transparency to the murky world of transfers 
and contracts. 

The other obvious mystery is where these 
documents come from. Doyen and others have 
no doubt: they come from illegal hacks of 
private servers. “John” insists that his crew are 
not hackers but rather that they obtain the 
documents from whistleblowers within the 
system. We can only speculate as to where the 
truth may lie. Given the sheer range and 
volume of documents they have published, the 
whistleblower theory seems far-fetched. It is 
hard to imagine a single person who would 
have access to all this material. You can draw a 
Venn diagram of the many deals it has exposed 
and the people involved and you’ll find very 
little overlap. 

That is why several senior figures in football 
have indicated that they believe it’s a case of 
hacking, possibly originating in Russia, with the 
“victim” being Fifa TMS, the online clearing 
system for international transfers. The problem 
with this theory is that a number of documents 
have been released that would not normally be 
a part of the TMS system. What’s more, if 
somebody had indeed hacked Fifa TMS, he 
would have access to far more than that which 


has actually been published. That leaves a 
hybrid theory: a series of localised, perhaps 
targeted, hacks involving players, clubs, football 
associations, agents and lawyers. The scary part 
is that it would mean everybody is vulnerable. 

And that raises the issue of cybersecurity to a 
whole new level. It is not just about the rising 
size of agent fees — though there is an obvious 
issue of potential tax avoidance if clubs pay 
agencies who then funnel part of the payment 
back to players off-shore — saving money on 
income tax and VAT. Nor, to take the Paul 
Pogba transfer as an example, is it just an issue 
of Juventus and Manchester United executives 
having to explain to their shareholders (and 
fans) why it was necessary to pay an agent 
effectively working for all sides such an 
enormous chunk of the overall fee. 

After all, it is their money and they can do 
what they like, so long as they are transparent 
with their employers. If their employers are 
satisfied that they have acted in their clubs’ 
interest, it ends there. 

Rather, the question becomes this: “If 
everybody is vulnerable, how can we be sure 
that there aren’t others who have been targeted 
and, possibly, blackmailed?” And is it possible 
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LYALL/PROSPORTS/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 



make sure they are in the second 
game,” Carvalhal said. “We go home 
with a 0-0 and we can see that this 
has been very positive.” 

When asked whether this made 
Wednesday favourites to reach the 
final, Carvalhal said: “We are not 
favourites. There’s a 25 per cent 
chance to each of the four teams [to 
win promotion]. There have been two 
draws in the two games. All four 


teams have an equal chance of going 
up. We did want to score, but we must 
give Huddersfield credit for stopping 
our transitions too. I can say lots of 
things, but the most important thing 
is that the semi-final is still open.” 

Yesterday it barely seemed to open 
up at all. Wagner’s hope is that it will 
be more open at Hillsborough on 
Wednesday, but, with so much at 
stake, do not bet on it. 


RATINGS 

Huddersfield Town (4-2-3-1): J Coleman 6 - 
T Smith 6, M Hefele 7, C Schindler 7, C Lowe 7 
(sub: T Holmes-Dennis 90min) - J Hogg 7, 

A Mooy 7 - E Kachunga 6 (sub: C Quaner 78), 

I Brown 6, R van la Parra 7 - N Wells 7 (sub: 

M Cranie 90). Substitutes not used L Coddington, 
M Hudson, D Whitehead, J Payne. Booked Smith. 
Sheffield Wednesday (4-4-2): K Westwood 7 - 
J Hunt 6, T Lees 8, G Loovens 7, D Pudil 6 - 
R Wallace 6 (sub: D Jones 63, 5), K Lee 6, 

B Bannan 7, A Reach 6 - S Fletcher 5 (sub: J Rhodes 
69, 5), F Forestieri 6 (sub: S Winnal 73). Substitutes 
not used J Wildsmith, L Palmer, V Sasso, A Nuhui. 
Booked Wallace, Hunt, Jones, Reach. 


that the documents that have come to light — 
none of which show any obvious sign of 
illegality — are a warning to others who might 
have done something dubious? Indeed, are 
there others who, fearing the repercussions, 
might have paid off either “John” or those 
supplying “John” with documents? 

This is a hugely uncomfortable but highly 
plausible question. And the reality is that those 
who are supposed to provide oversight are not 
well equipped to do so. Fifa and the national 
associations are hamstrung: they are not law 
enforcement agencies. Fiscal authorities can do 
a bit more, but there are serious issues of 
jurisdiction, off-shore tax havens and 
international co-operation that present 
significant hurdles to any investigation. 

One solution would be to make all transfers 
and contracts public. At the very least it would 
provide crowd-sourced scrutiny and make 
Football Leaks meaningless because there 
would be nothing to leak. This is the ultimate 
goal of Football Leaks, according to “John”. 

Don’t hold your breath. But, if there is a silver 
lining to all this, it is that clubs and agents are 
learning the hard way that nobody is safe. 
Matthew Syed, page 20 



Raiola has made headlines this week after reports he commanded a 
£41 million fee for masterminding Pogba’s return to Old Trafford 


Fulham face exodus 
if promotion bid fails 


NICK SZCZEPANIK 


Fulham 

Cairney 65 

1 


Reading 

Obita 53 

1 



Referee S Attwell Attendance 23,717 


F ulham will try to win a play- 
off game for the first time at 
the sixth attempt tomorrow 
evening, knowing that they 
can expect interest in many of 
their best players if they fail at 
the Madejski Stadium. 

Tom Cairney, the midfielder 
and captain, and Ryan Sessegnon, the 
talented teenager who turns 17 on 
Wednesday, are most likely to attract 
bids from Premier League clubs and 
their team-mates believe that winning 
promotion is the best way to keep 
them at Craven Cottage. 

“It is very important that we go up, 
because then we have a better chance 
of keeping our best players,” Ryan 
Fredericks, the right back, said. “Tom 
is technically very good, the best 
passer of a football in the league by a 
long way and any Premier League 
team would be lucky to have him, but 
we have got him at the moment, so 
let him do the job for us. 

“Everyone wants to play for 
Fulham in the Premier League, so 
there will be no talk of anything else 
or going anywhere else, the minds are 
set on promotion. After the season is 
done, that is when talks happen. Until 
that point, we are all trying to get 
Fulham up.” 

This will be the fifth meeting 
between the teams after a half-time 
abandonment of the first attempt to 
play at the Madejski Stadium 
because of fog. “We are getting sick 
of the sight of them,” Fredericks said. 
“This will be the last time this season 
and hopefully we will be in a higher 
and different league to them next 
season. 

“We have the second best away 
form in the league and 
they are going to have 

Cairney will be sought after 
if Fulham do not go up 


to come out. We can counterattack, 
and the tie is still wide open. We 
believe we can win, and then go all 
the way. The last ten games or so we 
have been playing the style that the 
gaffer wants, and beating most teams. 
As long as we keep playing our game, 
we can win the play-offs.” 

Reading took the lead in a feisty 
first leg on Saturday when Jordan 
Obita drove a Paul McShane pass 
past Marcus Bettinelli early in the 
second half. Cairney headed home 
the equaliser after Ali Al-Habsi, the 
Reading goalkeeper, could not hold 
Scott Malone’s cross. McShane, the 
Reading captain, was then sent off for 
a high challenge on Kevin McDonald 
and will miss tomorrow’s match. 

“Everyone feels sorry for Macca 
that he won’t be playing, but I feel 
sure we can win the match and get to 
Wembley and the Premier League for 
him,” Al-Habsi said. “He worked so 
hard to recover from injury and get 



PLAY-OFF SEMI-FINAL 
SECOND LEG 
READING v FULHAM 

Tomorrow, 7.45pm Sky Sports 3 

back in the team. But after the red 
card we defended really well, all the 
players concentrated really well. We 
lost a key player in Macca, that can 
happen, but the squad has done 
fantastic all season and we will 
manage to play well without him. 

“You have to stay calm, and believe 
we are the better team, having 
finished third in the table. We beat 
them 1-0 at home in the regular 
season, and we just need to do that 
again. But we have to be respectful, 
and we know we have to be ready for 
anything.” 


RATINGS 

Fulham (4-1-4-1) M Bettinelli 6 - 
R Fredericks 7. T Ream 7. T Kalas 6. 

5 Malone 8 - K McDonald 6 - S Aluko 

6 (sub: G Cyriac 87min), T Cairney 7, 

S Johansen 6, F Ayite 6 - C Martin 5 
(sub: N Kebano 61, 6). Substitutes not 
used D Button, D Odoi, S Parker, 

L Piazon, R Sessegnon. Booked 
Malone, McDonald. 

Reading (3-5-2) A Al-Habsi 5 - 
P McShane 6, L Moore 7, T Blackett 6 
- C Gunter 6, J Swift 6 (sub: J van den 
Berg 74), G Evans 7, D Williams 7, 

J Obita 6 - L Grabban 5 (sub: 

J Mendes 68; sub: T llori 82), 

Y Kermorgant 5. Substitutes not used 
A Jaakkola, R Beerens, G McCleary, 

A Popa. Booked Swift, Kermorgant. 
Sent off McShane. 



Rampant Napoli 
put five past 
hapless Hart 

Joe Hart, the England 
goalkeeper, had a game 
to forget as Torino were 
thrashed 5-0 by Napoli, 
who moved up to second 
in Serie A after an away 
win in which they scored 
four times in 18 second- 
half minutes. 

Jose Callejon fired an 
angled drive past Hart in 
the seventh minute and 
Lorenzo Insigne tapped 
in a second on the hour 
mark. The Belgium 
winger Dries Mertens 
beat Hart at his near post 
to make it 3-0 before 
Callejon knocked in his 
second and Piotr 
Zielinski completed the 
rout in the 78th minute. 


Kuyt hat-trick 
secures title 
for Feyenoord 

A hat-trick from former 
Liverpool forward Dirk 
Kuyt helped Feyenoord 
to become Dutch 
champions for the first 
time since 1999 after a 
3-1 win over Heracles 
yesterday. Kuyt, the 
captain, scored twice to 
give Feyenoord a 2-0 
half-time lead at De Kuip 
and completed his hat- 
trick late on. 

Ajax, who named the 
youngest starting line-up 
in the 61-year history of 
the Eredivisie with an 
average age of 20 years 
and 139 days, won 3-1 at 
Willem II but had to 
settle for the runners-up 
spot. 


Inter fans give 
owners food 
for thought 

Angry Inter Milan fans 
stormed out of the San 
Siro to “have lunch” in 
protest as a Pietro 
lemmello brace gave 
Sassuolo a surprise 2-1 
win. A week after the 
sacking of Stefano Pioli, 
who replaced Frank De 
Boer early in the 
campaign, Inter’s players 
were met by the sight of 
several banners hung by 
fans, one claiming that 
Pioli was “the only actor 
in a team playing cameo 
roles”. Some fans walked 
out after half an hour, 
leaving a banner that 
read: “Since you don’t 
deserve our support, 
we’re going to lunch.” 
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Dream is real for little club on a hill 


GREGOR ROBERTSON 

Tranmere Rovers 

Jennings 22 

1 

Forest Green Rovers 

Woolery 12, 44 Doidge 41 

3 


Referee A Backhouse Attendance 18,801 


Vanarama National play-off final 

F orest Green Rovers, the 
Football league’s newest 
member, may be the smallest 
of the 92 but they are a club 
bristling with zeal and 
ambition. Their thrilling win 
over Tranmere Rovers in the 
National League play-off final 
at Wembley yesterday was graced 
with goals worthy of this or any level, 
in what was a reverse of last year’s 
scoreline against Grimsby Town in 
the same final. 

As the Forest Green players held 
aloft the trophy in the royal box, their 
3,000 fans in bright green roared with 
delight — half the population of 
Nailsworth, in Gloucestershire, home 
to their solar powered, eco-friendly, 
all-vegan football club. 

"I’m really chuffed for the 
chairman because he’s a wonderful 
guy,” Mark Cooper, the manager, said. 
"He’s not your conventional chairman 
but he’s so good to work for. And that 
was the reason I came here: he gave 
me the opportunity to have full 
control of the football side and I’ve 
never had that.” 

Dale Vince, the owner, is certainly 
not one to follow convention. The 
owner of Ecotricity, a green energy 
business, is a self-professed "hippy 
drop-out” with a fortune of more 
than £100 million, took over the 
moribund club in 2010. He was given 
special dispensation to sit in the royal 
box without a tie yesterday afternoon, 
such is his dislike of formal attire. 

Football League chairmen may 
have to relax their rules for 
boardroom entry next season, and 
their visits to the New Lawn will be a 
new experience too. The all-vegan 
catering at the club and the sight of a 
solar-powered "mow-bot” lawnmower 
may leave a few rubbing their eyes. 

They are all part of Vince’s vision of 
creating the world’s most 
environmentally friendly club, and he 
is not short of ambition. A brand new 
carbon-neutral stadium built from 
ethically sourced wood is on the way 
to be the centrepiece of the 
£100 million, 100-acre Eco Park 
development at junction 13 of the M5. 
Their attendances may only average 



PAUL CHILDS/MATTHEW CHILDS/REUTERS 

Wedgbury holds aloft the play-off 
trophy after Woolery, below scoring 
his first goal, had scored twice to put 
Forest Green into the Football League 



1,800, but there is hope that as the 
club grow so will their following. 

Forest Green finished nine points 
behind Tranmere Rovers in the 
National League but, on yesterday’s 
evidence, they are well deserving of 
taking their football and Vince’s 
message to a bigger stage. The 
deadlock was broken in the 11th 
minute through the outstanding 
Kaiyne Woolery; the Wigan Athletic 
loanee drifted in from the right and 
with time and space fired a fierce 
left-footed strike in to the bottom 
corner from 25 yards out. 

Ten minutes later, however, 
Tranmere were level with another 
goal worthy of this arena. When 
James Jennings controlled Lois 
Maynard’s layoff 20 yards from goal, 
the ball sat up perfectly and his half- 
volley rocketed into the roof of the 
net to send 15,000 supporters from 
the Wirral wild. 

There were further chances in a 
half full of attacking effort; James 
Norwood, the Tranmere forward, 
perhaps had the best but his shot was 
hit straight at Sam Russell after he 
was sent clean through with only the 
Forest Green goalkeeper to beat. 

At the other end, Keanu Marsh- 
Brown controlled a beautifully 
weighted pass by Liam Noble before 
lobbing Scott Davies, but the 
Tranmere goalkeeper somehow 


■ J 


recovered to swipe the ball off the 
line. Norwood was inches from 
meeting Jennings’s cross along the 
six-yard line before a third bolt from 
the blue arrived in the 41st minute. 

Christian Doidge, the striker, 
collected the ball on the left, drifted 
inside and struck a bullet into the far 
corner for his 27th of the season. 

Two minutes later, Tranmere were 
left with a mountain to climb. Liam 
Ridehalgh miscontrolled to allow 
Woolery to steal in and coolly slot 
past Davies for his second of the half. 

Tranmere rallied early in the 


second half: Cole Stockton was denied 
by Russell’s brilliant save from a Jeff 
Hughes corner; then, the striker let 
Russell off the hook after the 
goalkeeper tried to beat two players 
on the edge of his penalty area. But 
on the turn, Stockton could only lift 
the ball over the empty goal. 

"I thought we were brilliant today, 
the young players were really 
mature,” Cooper, the former 
Peterborough United and Swindon 
Town manager, said. "It is an 
unbelievable achievement to put a 
village team in the Football League. 


FOREST GREEN FACTS 


5,794 

Population of Nailsworth - the 
smallest place with a Football 
League club 

5,147 

Capacity of the New Lawn - their 
home ground. They have plans to 
move to a new stadium, a 
£100 million development with 90 
eco-homes close to the M5 

19 

Successive seasons in the fifth tier 
of the pyramid 

£107 million 

Estimated worth of Dale Vince, the 
owner who has funded their rise to 
the Football League 

£25,000 

Record transfer fee that they paid to 
Bury for Adrian Randall in 1999 


People talk about the lack of fans, but 
you’ve got to remember we’re on the 
top of a hill in the middle of 
nowhere.” 

For Tranmere, however, a third 
season in non-League beckons. Micky 
Mellon, the manager, rued the "killer” 
third goal before the break but was 
magnanimous in defeat. "On the day, 

I totally believe that the better team 
won; we have to take our medicine for 
that,” he said. "Every credit to Forest 
Green. We feel for the supporters, 
though, it’s no place for runners-up.” 

Cooper confirmed that there would 
definitely be room in the vegan ethos 
for several celebratory beers. 

Coventry City, Notts County and 
Swindon will be welcomed at The 
New Lawn next season. “Get ’em up 
that hill,” Cooper said. 


RATINGS 

Tranmere Rovers (4-3-3): S Davies 6 - A Buxton 
6, S McNulty 6, M Ihiekwe 6, L Ridehalgh 5 - 
J Hughes 7, L Maynard 6, C Jennings 7 (sub: 

A Cook 61, 5) - A Mangan 5 (sub: J Dunn 53, 5), 

C Stockton 6, J Norwood 7. Substitutes not used 
I Turner, E Gumbs, A Collins. Booked Buxton. 
Forest Green Rovers (4-2-3-1): S Russell 7 - 
E Monthe 7, M Ellis 8, D Bennett 7, E Pinnock 7 - 
C Cooper 8, D Traore 7 (sub: S Wedgbury 81min) 
- K Woolery 9, L Noble 7, K Marsh-Brown 7 (sub: 
D Wishart 62, 6) - C Doidge 8 (sub: S Mullings 
76). Substitutes not used C Tilt, O Bugiel. 
Booked Cooper, Bennett, Noble. 


FOREST GREEN’S ECO-VISION 

News, page 5 


Cullen treble puts Blackpool in charge 


MIKE WHALLEY 

Blackpool 

Cullen 19, 47, 67 (pen) 

3 

Luton Town 

Potts 26, Vassell 28 

2 


Referee N Miller Attendance 3,882 

Sky Bet League Two play-offs 

ark Cullen may have made 
himself the least popular man 
in Luton after a hat-trick that 
increased Blackpool’s chances 


of beating his former club to a Sky 
Bet League Two play-off final place. 

Cullen joined Blackpool from Luton 
two years ago and his impact did not 
go down well with the visiting 
supporters. "I got a good reception 
when I went down to Luton earlier in 
the season,” the forward said. “I’m not 
sure what reception I’ll get on 
Thursday for the second leg.” 

Cullen struck first in front of a 
sparse home crowd, with many 
Blackpool supporters choosing to stay 
away in continuing protest against the 
Oyston family’s running of the club. 

He collected Kyle Vassell’s pass and 
drove in a shot that Stuart Moore, the 
Luton goalkeeper, got a strong hand 


to but failed to stop. Nathan Jones’s 
side, though, were in front by the 
half-hour mark after scoring twice in 
three minutes. James Justin’s low 
cross was fired in off the underside of 
the bar for an equaliser by Dan Potts 
and within moments, Justin set up 
Isaac Vassell, nephew of Darius, the 
former England forward, to steer a 
shot just inside the post. 

Blackpool, who finished the season 
three places and seven points behind 
their opponents, did not fold. Cullen 
equalised 90 seconds after half-time 
with a spectacular 25-yard curler, and 
then scored from the penalty spot 
following a push by Scott Cuthbert, 
the Luton captain, on Tom Aldred. 



Curie hails Carlisle comeback 


JASON MELLOR 

Carlisle United 

Moore-Taylor 32 (og), O’Sullivan 71, 
Miller 73 

CO 

Exeter City 

Q 

Grant 15, Harley 45+1, Wheeler 56 

0 


Referee D Webb Attendance 9,708 


S o much for the play-offs being 
cagey affairs. These sides have 
combined for 16 goals in three 
games this season, so it would 
take a brave individual to guess 
the outcome of Thursday’s return leg. 


Exeter City appeared to be coasting 
into the final after leading 3-1 with 20 
minutes to play thanks to goals from 
Joel Grant, Ryan Harley and David 
Wheeler. However, Carlisle United 
struck twice in two minutes to ensure 
the game finished all square. 

First John O’Sullivan’s cross looped 
over Exeter goalkeeper Bobby Olejnik 
before Shaun Miller headed in at the 
near post. Carlisle rode their luck too, 
with two Exeter efforts ruled out for 
offside late on and Jake Taylor hitting 
the post in stoppage time. 

"We showed bags of character to 
fight back,” Keith Curie, the Carlisle 
manager, said. "Some teams might 
have thrown in the towel, but we’re 
still very much in this tie.” 
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Spurs take trip down 
memory lane 

Tottenham Hotspur recorded their longest 
winning run at White Hart Lane in their very 
last games at the ground: they won their final 
17 matches there, beating their previous best of 
14 in 1921-22. Spurs have twice beaten a 
Manchester club by the odd goal on May 14 in 
one of their most famous matches — 
Manchester United yesterday and Manchester 
City in the 1981 FA Cup final replay. Winston 
Reid, of West Ham United, was the final 
goalscorer at Upton Park (last May) and the 
last player sent off at White Hart Lane (last 
November). John White (110 games, 1959-64), 
Joe Hart (six games, 2009-15) and Billy Lane 
(13 games, 1925-26) played at White Hart 
Lane. None of the last 37 million spectators 
who entered the stadium for league matches 
saw a Tottenham title-winning team. 


CAUTIOUS REDS 

Manchester United’s free-scoring days are now 
less frequent compared with their rivals 

Times scored at least four goals in a league 
match since start of last season 

Tottenham 


Liverpool 


Man City 



Arsenal 

8 


Chelsea 



Victor 

Moses 


BOYS IN BLUE EXCEL TO JOIN SIX OF 


THE BEST 


While Chelsea revel in their second 
Premier League title in three years, 
two of their players have further 
cause for celebration. 


Marcos Alonso (W25, D2, L2) and 
Victor Moses (W24, D2, L2) are on 
course to be among the top six players 
to have the best individual seasons 


Most points per game in top-flight season* 


Marcos Alonso 

Chelsea, 2016-17 


2.655 


Jimmy Hannah 

Sunderland, 1891-92 


2.727 


Jack Gordon/Jimmy Trainer 

Preston, 1888-89 


2.700 


Didier Drogba 

Chelsea, 2005-06 


Victor Moses 

Chelsea, 2016-17 


2.643 


*Min 20 appearances, assumes 3 points for win 


Marcos 

Alonso 


Man Utd 


Conte hits heights 

Antonio Conte is heading for the best ever 
Italian top-flight campaign and the third-best 
ever English campaign in consecutive club 
seasons (he coached Italy in between). 
Juventus’s 2013-14 campaign was Italy’s 
greatest; if Chelsea beat Watford and 
Sunderland their record will only be surpassed 
by Preston North End (1888-89) and Chelsea 
(2004-05). This is based on points per games 
and assumes three for a win throughout. Last 
season an Italian former Juventus coach 
(Leicester City’s Claudio Ranieri) improved a 
blue-shirted team by more than 35 points to 
win the title, and the same has occurred this 
term. Conte is the fourth title-winning 
manager in a row who did not pick a 
compatriot; neither did Ranieri, Jose 
Mourinho (Portugal) or Manuel Pellegrini 
(Chile). 


The big short 

Pedro, the 5ft 5/^in Chelsea forward, is the 
shortest regular in a title-winning team (at 
least 30 games) since the 5ft 5in Archie 


Gemmill won the league with Nottingham 
Forest in 1977-78. Alexis Sanchez, of Arsenal, is 
the shortest player to score 20 top-flight goals 
in one season since Tony Brown did so for 
West Bromwich Albion in 1970-71 (both are 5ft 
6y2in). 


Doubling up 

N’Golo Kante is the first player since the 
league’s formation in 1888 to appear for 
different title-winning clubs in consecutive 
years having spent full seasons at both clubs. 
Chris Wilder has gained the most ever points, 
199, when managing different clubs in 
successive seasons (99 with Northampton 
Town last season and 100 with Sheffield 
United this term). 


Hammered again 

In West Ham’s first season at the London 
Stadium they have lost four home games by at 
least four goals in all competitions — it did not 
happen in any of their 90 seasons as a league 
club at Upton Park. 

Yesterday’s 4-0 defeat against Liverpool 
featured five woodwork strikes (two by West 
Ham), the most in a Premier League game 


ON 

THE 

BOX 


Today 8pm Chelsea v Watford, Premier 
League, Sky Sports 1. 

Tomorrow, 7.45pm Reading v Fulham, 
Sky Bet Championship play-offs semi- 
final, second leg, Sky Sports 3. Dundee 
United v Falkirk, Scottish Premiership 
play-offs semi-final, first leg, BT Sport 1. 
8pm Manchester City v West Bromwich 
Albion, Premier League, Sky Sports 1. 
Wednesday, 7.35pm Brechin City v Alloa 
Athletic, Scottish Championship play- 
offs final, first leg, BBC ALBA. 7.45pm 
Southampton v Man Utd, Premier 
League, Sky Sports 1. Sheffield Weds v 
Huddersfield Town, Championship play- 
offs semi-final, second leg, Sky Sports 3. 
8pm Celta Vigo v Real Madrid, Spanish 
league, Sky Sports Mix. Juventus v 


Lazio, Italian Cup final, Sky Sports 4. 
Monaco v Saint-Etienne, French league, 
BT Sport 3. 

Thursday, 7.30pm: Gent v Zulte 
Waregem, Belgian league, Premier 
Sports. 7.45pm Leicester City v 
Tottenham Hotspur, Premier League, 

Sky Sports 1. League Two play-offs semi- 
finals, second legs: Exeter City v Carlisle 
Utd, Luton Town v Blackpool, Sky Sports 
(channels tba). Partick Thistle v Celtic, 
Scottish Premiership, Sky Sports 5. 
Friday, 1pm Guangzhou Evergrande v 
Jiangsu Suning, Chinese league, Sky 
Sports 1. 7.45pm Falkirk v Dundee Utd, 
Scottish Premiership play-offs semi-final, 
first leg, BT Sport 1. Granada v Espanyol, 
Spanish league, Sky Sports 5. 


CHANGING FACES 

The past six seasons have produced six different 
title-winning managers. Since the mid-1970s 
there had not even been five different managers 
in five seasons 


League-winning manager 


0^0* Roberto 

Jose 

2012 Mancini (w) 

2015 Mourinho 

Man City 

Chelsea 

Sir Alex 

0^0* Claudio 

2013 Ferguson IfJ 

20l 6 Ranieri 

Man Utd 

Leicester 

0^®* Manuel 

Antonio 

2014 Pellegrini 

2017 Conte 

Man City 

Chelsea 




for 14 months — that came a day after the 
first penalty struck against the woodwork 
for six months (by Southampton’s Shane 
Long). 


City in a spot 

Riyad Mahrez, the Leicester City winger, 
joined Robert Pires (who tried to pass to 
Arsenal team-mate Thierry Henry from 
the spot in 2005) in being penalised for a 
double touch when taking a penalty against 
Manchester City at the Etihad Stadium on 
Saturday. Having been hailed as 
the Premier League’s best creative talent 
last season, the Leicester playmaker is 
perhaps annoyed with a Chelsea player for 
taking his mantle this term. Anagram of Riyad 
Mahrez: “My Hazard ire.” Manchester 
City brought on Jesus for Jesus as they tried 
to overcome Christian and Islam 
(Jesus Navas for Gabriel Jesus; Christian 
Fuchs and Islam Slimani, of 
Leicester). 


Trio together 


Oddity 


In the past 11 odd-numbered years the title has 
been won by either Manchester United 
(1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2007, 2009, 2011, 

2013) or Chelsea (2005, 2015, 2017). 


The northeast’s big three clubs have finished 
in consecutive league positions for the first 
time ever: Middlesbrough in 19th and 
Sunderland in bottom place in the Premier 
League table, with Newcastle 


Saturday, 8.30am Argentina v England, 
Under-20 World Cup, British Eurosport. 
1pm Arsenal v Birmingham City, 
Women’s Super League, BBC red button. 
2.30pm Bayern Munich v Freiburg, 
German league, BT Sport 3. 3pm 
Bradford City v Millwall, League One 
play-offs final, Sky Sports 1. 5pm Chievo 
v Roma, Italian league, BT Sport 3. 
5.15pm Alloa Ath v Brechin C, Scottish 
Championship play-offs final, second 
leg, BBC ALBA. 7.45pm Napoli v 
Fiorentina, Italian league, BT Sport 2. 
10pm Seattle Sounders v Real Salt Lake, 
American league, Sky Sports 2. 11pm 
Chapecoensa v Palmeiras, Brazilian 
league, BT Sport 2. 

Sunday, 12.15pm Cleethorpes T v South 


r 


United finishing top of the Sky 

Bet Championship this 
season. 

T1 

/ PICK 01 

F 

r 

i 


i T 

HE WEEK 



Shields, FA Vase final, BT Sport 1. 

12.30pm Celtic v Hearts, Scottish 

Premiership, Sky Sports 2. 1.30pm 

Bruges v Gent, Belgian league, Premier 

Sports. 2pm Man City v Yeovil T, 

L 


A 


BRADFORD Cv MILLWALL 

League One play-off final 
Saturday, 3pm. Sky Sports 1 

Bradford were beaten by 
Millwall in the League One 
play-off semi-finals last 
season 


Women’s Super League, BBC red button. 
Juventus v Crotone, Italian league, BT 
Sport ESPN. 3pm Premier League final 
day, matches and channels tba, Sky 
Sports. 4.15pm Macclesfield T v York C, 
FA Trophy final, BT Sport 1. 7pm Spanish 
league: Malaga v Real Madrid, Sky 
Sports 3; Barcelona v Eibar, Sky Sports 
Mix. 7.45pm Lazio v Inter Milan, Italian 
league, BT Sport 1. 10pm Minnesota U v 
Los Angeles Galaxy, American league, 
Sky Sports 2. Midnight Orlando C v New 
York C, American league, Sky Sports 2. 
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EVERY GOAL, EVERY TABLE, EVERY STAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: THE ULTIMATE RESULTS SERVICE 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


HOME 


AWAY 


REMAINING 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F A GD 

Pts 

FIXTURES 

► 1 Chelsea (C) 

36 

15 

0 

2 

46 

13 

13 

3 

3 

30 16 47 

87 

Watford (h) 
Sunderland (h) 

► 2 Tottenham 

36 

17 

2 

0 

47 

9 

7 

6 

4 

26 15 49 

80 

Leicester (a) 

Hull (a) 

► 3 Liverpool 

37 

11 

5 

2 

42 

18 

10 

5 

4 

33 24 33 

73 

Middlesbrough (h) 

► 4 Man City 

36 

10 

7 

1 

34 

16 

11 

2 

5 

38 22 34 

72 

West Brom (h) 
Watford (a) 

* 5 Arsenal 

36 

12 

3 

2 34 

15 

9 

3 

7 38 28 29 

69 

Sunderland (h) 
Everton (h) 

▼ 6 Man United 

36 

7 

10 

1 

24 

12 

10 

4 

4 28 17 23 

65 

Southampton (a) 
Crystal Palace (h) 

► 7 Everton 

37 

13 

4 

2 42 

16 

4 

6 

8 

19 25 20 

61 

Arsenal (a) 

► 8 West Brom 

36 

9 

2 

8 

27 

22 

3 

7 

7 

14 24 -5 

45 

Man City (a) 
Swansea (a) 

* 9 Southampton 

36 

6 

5 

6 

17 20 

6 

4 

9 

24 27 -6 

45 

Man Utd (h) 

Stoke (h) 

*10 Bournemouth 

37 

9 

4 

6 

35 29 

3 

5 

10 

19 37 -12 

45 

Leicester (a) 

▼ 11 Leicester 

36 

10 

3 

4 29 

18 

2 

4 

13 

17 38 -10 

43 

Tottenham (h) 
Bournemouth (h) 

►12 West Ham 

37 

7 

4 

8 

19 

31 

4 

5 

9 26 32 -18 

42 

Burnley (a) 

*13 Crystal Palace 

37 

6 

2 

11 

24 

25 

6 

3 

9 26 36 -11 

41 

Man Utd (a) 

▼14Stoke 

37 

7 

6 

6 

24 24 

3 

5 

10 

16 32 -16 

41 

Southampton (a) 

▼15 Burnley 

37 

10 

3 

5 

25 

18 

1 

4 

14 

13 35 -15 

40 

West Ham (h) 

▼16Watford 

36 

8 

4 

6 

25 24 

3 

3 

12 

12 35 -22 

40 

Chelsea (a) 

Man City (h) 

► 17 Swansea 

37 

7 

3 

8 

25 

33 

4 

2 

13 

18 36 -26 

38 

West Brom (h) 

► 18 Hull (R) 

37 

8 

4 

6 

27 28 

1 

3 

15 

9 45 -37 

34 

Tottenham (h) 

► 19 Middlesbrough (R) 37 

4 

6 

9 

17 

23 

1 

7 

10 

10 27 -23 

28 

Liverpool (a) 

►20 Sunderland (R) 

36 

3 

5 

11 

16 34 

3 

1 

13 

12 28 -34 

24 

Arsenal (a) 

Chelsea (a) 


RESULTS 


Bournemouth (1) 2 Burnley 

Stanislas 25 Vokes 83 

King 85 11,388 


Crystal Palace (2) 4 Hull 

Zaha 3, Benteke 34 25,176 

Milivojevic 85 (pen) 

Van Aanholt 90 

Manchester City (2) 2 Leicester 

Silva 29 Okazaki 42 

Jesus 36 (pen) 54,407 


Middlesbrough (0) 1 

Bamford 72 
28,203 


(0) 1 Arsenal 


Crouch 67 
27,535 


Sunderland 

38,781 


Wanyama 6 
Kane 48 


West Ham 

56,985 


Giroud 42, 80 
Ozil 55, Sanchez 76 


(0) 0 Swansea 
Llorente 9 
Naughton 45+2 


(0) 0 Liverpool 


Sturridge 35 
Coutinho 57, 61, Origi 76 


Friday games 

Everton 

Barkley 56 


(0) 1 


West Brom 

25,367 


(0) 0 


Watford 

38,550 


Chelsea 

Batshuayi 82 


TEAM OF THE WEEK 


(0) 1 3-4-3 


(0) 0 


(1) 1 


Naughton 

Swansea 

o 


cfi 

Fabianski 

Swansea 

Cook Davies 

Bournemouth Tottenham 

o o 


Southampton (1) 2 

Rodriguez 42 
Redmond 57 


Wanyama 

Tottenham 

o 

o 

Coutinho 

Liverpool 




Wijnaldum 

Liverpool 

o 

= o 

Sane 

Man City 


(1) 4 


( 2 ) 2 


King Rodriguez 

Bournemouth Southampton 

o o 


TOP SCORERS 


(1) 2 Manchester Utd (0) 1 

Rooney 71 
31,848 


(1) 4 


(0) 0 


(0) 1 


R Lukaku (Everton) 

24 

H Kane (Tottenham) 

22 

A Sanchez (Arsenal) 

21 

D Costa (Chelsea) 

20 

SAgiiero (Manchester City) 18 

D Alii (Tottenham) 

17 

Z Ibrahimovic (Man Utd) 

17 

TOP ASSISTS 

K De Bruyne (Man City) 

15 

C Eriksen (Tottenham) 

13 

G Sigurdsson (Swansea) 

13 

C Fabregas (Chelsea) 

11 

A Sanchez (Arsenal) 

10 

W Zaha (Crystal Palace) 

9 


Sanchez 

Arsenal 

o 


29 

Goals 

261 


Shots 


224 


Fouls 


36 

Yellow cards 


TOP SAVES 


T Heaton (Burnley) 

139 

J Pickford (Sunderland) 

121 

L Fabianski (Swansea) 

117 

A Boruc (Bournemouth) 

114 

B Foster (West Brom) 

109 

H Gomes (Watford) 

107 

P Cech (Arsenal) 

107 


NEAR LIVE CLIPS TO YOUR 
MOBILE FROM EVERY 
PREMIER LEAGUE GAME 


free with a Times 

subscription 

thetimes.co.uk/goals 


RESULTS 


Sky Bet Championship 
Play-off semi-finals, first leg 
Fulham (0) 1 Reading (0) 1 

Cairney 65 Obita 53 

23,717 

Sent off: P McShane (Reading) 80 


Rangers (1) 2 Hearts (0) 1 

Garner 6 Goncalves 51 

McKay 53 47,809 

Sent off: P Buaben (Hearts) 26 

St Johnstone (1) 1 Partick Thistle(O) 0 

Swanson 33 (pen) 3,630 


Huddersfield (0) 0 SheffWed (0) 0 

20,357 


League Two 

Play-off semi-finals, first leg 


Blackpool (1) 3 

Cullen 19, 47, 67 (pen) 
3,882 

Carlisle (1) 3 

Moore-Taylor 32 (og) 
O'Sullivan 71 
Miller 73 
9,708 


Luton (2) 2 

Lee 26 
Vassell 28 

Exeter (2) 3 

Grant 15 
Harley 45+1 
Wheeler 56 


Vanarama National League 
Play-off final 

Tranmere (1) 1 Forest Green (3) 3 

Jennings 22 Doidge 41 

18,801 Woolery 12, 44 

(at Wembley Stadium) 


Vanarama North play-off final 
Halifax (0) 2 Chorley (0) 1 

Roberts 46 Blakeman 60 

Garner 90 7,920 

Vanarama South play-off final 
Ebbsfleet (0) 2 Chelmsford (0) 1 

Winfield 72 Graham 55 

McQueen 76 3,134 

Sent off: A Cook (Ebbsfleet) 45 


Scottish Ladbrokes Premiership 


Dundee (0) 1 

O'Dea 76 (pen) 

6,812 

Hamilton (0) 0 

4,173 

Kilmarnock (1) 2 

Longstaff 17 
Jones 57 


Ross County (1) 1 

Boyce 4 

Motherwell (0) 1 

Moult 66 

Inverness CT (0) 1 

Fisher 71 
3,137 


P W D L F A GDPts 
Celtic 36 32 4 0 99 25 74100 

Aberdeen 36 22 4 10 66 34 32 70 

Rangers 36 18 10 8 53 41 12 64 

St Johnstone 36 16 7 13 48 44 4 55 

Hearts 36 12 10 14 55 49 6 46 

Partick Thistle 36 10 12 14 38 43 -5 42 

kilmarnock " 36 ' ' 9 14 13 34 51 -3.7 41 

Ross County 36 9 13 14 43 55 -12 40 

Dundee 36 10 7 19 38 56 -18 37 

Motherwell 36 9 8 19 41 65 -24 35 

Hamilton Acad ' ' 36 ' ' 6 14 16 31 53 -22 32 

Inverness CT 36 5 13 18 39 69 -30 28 

Championship 

Play-off semi-finals, second leg 
Alloa Athletic (0) 1 Airdrieonians (0) 0 

Robertson 50 1,181 

(aet; TO at 90min; 1-1 on aggregate; Alloa 

Athletic win 4-3 on penalties) 

Raith Rovers (0) 2 Brechin City (0) 2 

Mvoto68 Caldwell 51 

McManus 90+1 Trouten84 

Hardie 103 Watt 115 

2,932 

(aet; 2-2 at 90min; 4-4 on aggregate; Brechin 
City win 4-3 on penalties) 

League One 

Play-off semi-finals, second leg 
Forfar Ath (3) 4 Annan Ath (0) 2 

Denholm 32 Smith 50 (pen) 

Swankie 12, 37 Ramsay 67 

Bain 73 665 

(Forfar Ath win 6-4 on aggregate) 

Peterhead (1) 3 Montrose (0) 0 

McAllister 34, 51 (pen) 1,096 
Brown 90+2 

Sent off: M Smith (Montrose) 69 
(Peterhead win 4-1 on aggregate) 

League Two 

Play-off final, first leg 

East Kilbride (0) 0 Cowdenbeath (0) 0 


LA LIGA 


Alaves 3 Celta Vigo 1; Athletic Bilbao 1 
Leganes 1; Eibar 0 Sporting Gijon 1; Espanyol 
0 Valencia 1; Las Palmas 1 Barcelona 4; 
Osasuna 2 Granada 1; Real Betis 1 Atletico 
Madrid 1; Real Madrid 4 Seville 1; Real 
Sociedad 2 Malaga 2; Villarreal 0 Deportivo La 
Coruna 0. 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GDPts 

Barcelona 

37 

27 

6 

4112 

35 

77 

87 

Real Madrid 

36 

27 

6 

3100 

40 

60 

87 

Atletico Madrid 

37 

22 

9 

6 

67 

26 

41 

75 

Seville 

37 

20 

9 

8 

64 

49 

15 

69 

Villarreal 

37 

18 

10 

9 

53 

32 

21 

64 

Athletic Bilbao 

37 

19 

6 

12 

52 

40 

12 

63 

Real Sociedad 

37 

19 

6 

12 

57 

51 

6 

63 

Eibar 

37 

15 

9 

13 

54 

47 

7 

54 

Alaves 

37 

14 

12 

11 

40 

42 

-2 

54 

Espanyol 

37 

14 

11 

12 

47 

49 

-2 

53 

Malaga 

37 

12 

10 

15 

49 

53 

-4 

46 

Valencia 

37 

13 

7 

17 

55 

62 

-7 

46 

Celta Vigo 

36 

13 

5 

18 

50 

63 

-13 

44 

Las Palmas 

37 

10 

9 

18 

53 

71 

-18 

39 

Real Betis 

37 

10 

8 

19 

39 

62 

-23 

38 

Leganes 

37 

8 

10 

19 

35 

54 

-19 

34 

D La Coruna 

37 

7 

12 

18 

40 

61 

-21 

33 

Sporting Gijon 

37 

7 

9 

21 

40 

70 

-30 

30 

Osasuna (R) 

37 

4 

10 

23 

40 

89 

-49 

22 

Granada (R) 

37 

4 

8 

25 

29 

80 

-51 

20 

1 .IGUE 1 


Bastia 2 Lorient 0; Bordeaux 1 Marseilles 1; 
Caen 0 Rennes 1; Dijon 2 Nancy 0; Metz 1 
Toulouse 1; Monaco 4 Lille 0; Montpellier 1 
Lyons 3; Nantes 4 Guingamp 1; Nice 0 
Angers 2; St Etienne 0 Paris Saint-Germain 5. 



P 

W 

D L F A GDPts 

Monaco 

36 

28 

5 3102 29 73 89 

PSG 

37 

27 

5 5 82 26 56 86 

Nice 

37 

22 

11 4 60 33 27 77 

Lyons 

37 

21 

3 13 74 45 29 66 

Marseilles 

37 

16 

11 10 56 41 15 59 

Bordeaux 

37 

15 

13 9 52 42 10 58 

Nantes 

37 

14 

9 14 40 51 -11 51 

St Etienne 

36 

12 

14 10 40 37 3 50 

Rennes 

37 

12 

14 11 34 39 -5 50 

Guingamp 

37 

13 

8 16 45 53 -8 47 

Toulouse 

37 

10 

13 14 37 41 -4 43 

Lille 

37 

12 

7 18 37 47 -10 43 

Angers 

37 

12 

7 18 38 49 -11 43 

Metz 

37 

11 

10 16 39 71 -32 43 

Montpellier 

37 

10 

9 18 48 64 -16 39 

Dijon 

37 

8 

12 17 46 58 -12 36 

Caen 

37 

10 

6 21 35 64 -29 36 

Lorient 

37 10 

5 22 43 69 -26 35 

Bastia 

37 

8 

10 19 29 56 -27 34 

Nancy (R) 

37 

8 

8 21 26 51 -25 32 



SERIE A 


Atalanta 1 AC Milan 1; Bologna 3 Pescara 1; 
Cagliari 3 Empoli 2; Crotone 1 Udinese 0; 
Fiorentina 3 Lazio 2; Inter Milan 1 Sassuolo 2; 
Palermo 1 Genoa 0; Roma 3 Juventus 1; 
Sampdoria 1 Chievo 1; Torino 0 Napoli 5. 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A GDPts 

Juventus 

36 27 

4 

5 

72 

26 

46 85 

Roma 

36 26 

3 

7 

82 

33 

49 81 

Napoli 

36 24 

8 

4 

86 

36 

50 80 

Lazio 

36 21 

7 

8 

72 

45 

27 70 

Atalanta 

36 19 

9 

8 

60 

41 

19 66 

AC Milan 

36 17 

9 

10 

53 

43 

10 60 

Fiorentina 

36 16 

11 

9 

60 

51 

9 59 

Inter Milan 

36 17 

5 

14 

64 

46 

18 56 

Torino 

36 12 

14 

10 

65 

61 

4 50 

Sampdoria 

36 12 

11 

13 

46 

50 

-4 47 

Udinese 

36 12 

8 

16 

44 

50 

-6 44 

Cagliari 

36 13 

5 

18 

51 

69 

-18 44 

Chievo 

36 12 

7 

17 

40 

55 

-15 43 

Sassuolo 

36 12 

7 

17 

49 

56 

-7 43 

Bologna 

36 11 

8 

17 

39 

53 

-14 41 

Genoa 

36 8 

9 

19 

34 

60 

-26 33 

Empoli 

36 8 

8 

20 

28 

58 

-30 32 

Crotone 

36 8 

7 21 31 54 

-23 31 

Palermo (R) 

36 5 

8 23 31 74 

-43 23 

Pescara (R) 

36 2 

8 26 33 

79 

-46 14 


BUNDESLIGA 


Mainz 4 Eintracht Frankfurt 2; Bayer 
Leverkusen 2 Cologne 2; Augsburg 1 
Borussia Dortmund 1; Schalke 1 Hamburg 1; 
Leipzig 4 Bayern Munich 5; Darmstadt 0 
Hertha Berlin 2; Werder Bremen 3 
Hoffenheim 5; Freiburg 1 Ingolstadt 1; 
Wolfsburg 1 Borussia Monchengladbach 1. 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GDPts 

B Munich (C) 

33 

24 

7 

2 

85 

21 

64 

79 

Leipzig 

33 

20 

6 

7 

64 

37 

27 

66 

B Dortmund 

33 

17 

10 

6 

68 

37 

31 

61 

Hoffenheim 

33 

16 

13 

4 

64 

37 

27 

61 

Hertha Berlin 

33 

15 

4 

14 

41 

41 

0 

49 

Freiburg 

33 

14 

6 

13 

41 

56 

-15 

48 

Cologne 

33 

11 

13 

9 

49 

42 

7 

46 

Werder Bremen 

33 

13 

6 

14 

58 

60 

-2 

45 

B M'gladbach 

33 

12 

8 

13 

43 

47 

-4 

44 

Schalke 

33 

11 

9 

13 

44 

39 

5 

42 

E Frankfurt 

33 

11 

8 

14 

34 

41 

-7 

41 

B Leverkusen 

33 

10 

8 

15 

47 

53 

-6 

38 

Mainz 

33 

10 

7 

16 

44 

53 

-9 

37 

Augsburg 

33 

9 

10 

14 

35 

51 

-16 

37 

Wolfsburg 

33 

10 

7 

16 

33 

50 

-17 

37 

Hamburg 

33 

9 

8 

16 

31 

60 

-29 

35 

Ingolstadt (R) 

33 

8 

7 

18 

35 

56 

-21 

31 

Darmstadt (R) 

33 

7 

3 

23 

26 

61 

-35 

24 


FIXTURES 


Kick-off 7.45 unless stated 

TODAY 

Premier League: Chelsea v Watford 
( 8 . 0 ). 

TOMORROW 

Premier League: Arsenal v Sunderland; 
Man City v West Brom (8.0). 

Sky Bet Championship: Semi-final play- 
off, second leg: Reading (1) v Fulham 
(1). 

Ladbrokes Scottish Premiership: 

Motherwell v Kilmarnock; Ross County 
v Hamilton. 

WEDNESDAY 

Premier League: Southampton v Man 
Utd. 

Sky Bet Championship: Semi-final play- 
offs, second leg: SheffWed (0) v 
Huddersfield (0). 

Ladbrokes Scottish Premiership: 

Dundee v Inverness CT; Rangers v 
Aberdeen; St Johnstone v Hearts. 

THURSDAY 

Premier League: Leicester v Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

Sky Bet League Two: Semi-final play- 
offs, second leg: Exeter (3) v Carlisle 
(3); Luton (2) v Blackpool (3). 
Ladbrokes Scottish Premiership: 

Partick v Celtic. 

Kick-off 3.0 unless stated 

SATURDAY 

Sky Bet League One: Play-off final: 

Bradford v Millwall (Wembley 
Stadium). 

Ladbrokes Scottish Premiership: 

Hamilton v Dundee; Inverness CT v 
Motherwell; Kilmarnock v Ross County. 
League Two play-off final, second leg: 
Cowdenbeath (0) v East Kilbride (0). 

SUNDAY 

Premier League: Arsenal v Everton; 
Burnley v West Ham; Chelsea v 
Sunderland; Hull v Tottenham Hotspur; 
Leicester v Bournemouth; Liverpool v 
Middlesbrough; Man Utd v Crystal 
Palace; Southampton v Stoke; Swansea 
v West Brom; Watford v Man City. 
Ladbrokes Scottish Premiership: Celtic 
v Hearts (12.30); Partick v Aberdeen 
(12.30); St Johnstone v Rangers 
12.30). 

FA Trophy final: Macclesfield v York 
(Wembley Stadium, 4.15). 

FA Vase final: Cleethorpes Town v 
South Shields (Wembley Stadium, 
12.15). 


Search Sky Mobile 
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Will an Asian ever play for England? 

NICK TAYLOR/GETTY IMAGES 


Yan Dhanda represents the best 
hope of a hero for a community 
scandalously underrepresented 
in football, writes Alan Smith 

Y an Dhanda could do without the additional 
pressure. The Liverpool academy player has 
been dazzling opponents of late, leaving 
Jurgen Klopp impressed to the extent that, 
according to a family friend of the attacking 
midfielder, the manager considered him for a 
place on the bench for a recent Premier 
League game with more established players 
absent through injury. 

It may not have happened but at Anfield there is little 
doubt that he possesses the tools necessary to become a 
first-team regular. That should be enough weight for an 
18-year-old to carry but he has an extra burden to 
contend with. The most under-represented community 
in British football needs a hero before another 
generation is lost. Dhanda is the one that they believe 
will shatter the glass ceiling. 

There are more than four million people of South 
Asian descent living in Britain, but why is their 
presence in the professional game so shamefully 
limited? There are many possible answers but no 
obvious solution. 

Neil Taylor, whose mother is Indian, was the only 
player with a South Asian background in the Premier 
League this season before he left Swansea City to join 
Aston Villa, of the Sky Bet Championship, in January. 
Now he is among a mere half-dozen who appear 
regularly in the Football League. There is a similar 
dearth in other key areas of the professional game. 

The FA’s four-year plan to ameliorate participation 
among those from subcontinental backgrounds — 
which has set targets that include having “200 role 
models” by the summer of 2019 — reaches its midway 
point this month. Progress, though, is scarcely visible 
and frustrations are becoming less restrained. 

One grassroots coach, a third-generation Asian 
immigrant, says that the FA’s drive is “a ticked-box 


DAMNING STATISTIC 

1 

British Asian has played 

7 

Per cent of the population 

in the Premier League 

of Asian descent 

this season (Neil Taylor at 


Swansea City) 



exercise, leaving those of us who are working to 
improve the situation disillusioned”. For change to be 
implemented, he adds, there must be alterations at the 
top, “where an old boys’ network still dominates”. 

There is optimism and there are opportunities but to 
find them you must, for the most part — except 
Dhanda — look towards the bottom of the ladder. Take 
Sporting Bengal United of the Essex Senior League, 
who were founded by Bangladeshi immigrants in 1996 
to boost participation numbers among the diaspora, 
many of whom were reluctant to join teams due to 
preconceived fears of racism. Their aim is to provide a 
pathway for an Asian star and, who knows, eventually 
the first to play for England. 

As Imrul Gazi, their manager who has previously 
worked as a scout in the Football League, says: “The 
whole reason this club was set up was to give kids from 
the local Asian community a platform to showcase 
their talents with the dream of being recognised.” 

The agent Baljit Rihal, who also runs the Asian 
Football Awards, agrees that change must be 
implemented at the summit, rejecting the notion that 
cultural issues — parents preferring that their children 
focus on education rather than risking life in an 
academy — precludes young players from pursuing 
their dream. “Flistorically it was an issue,” Rihal says. 
“However, attitudes have changed. If you speak to 
second and third generations, who have been educated 
here, there is tremendous support.” 

It is not possible to gauge how many Asian players 
are in the academy system, but glimmers of promise 
subsist. Samir Nabi, who came through West Bromwich 
Albion’s academy — along with his brothers Adil, 23, 
recently put on the transfer list by Peterborough 
United, and Rahis, 18, who remains at The Hawthorns 
— and joined Carlisle United in March after a brief 
spell in the Indian Super League. 

He is convinced that once one South Asian becomes 



Dhanda has 
caught the eye 
for the Liverpool 
academy side 
this season, but a 
South Asian 
community of 
four million 
people in Britain 
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a Premier League star, many will follow. “We need that 
to happen,” Nabi, a 20-year-old attacking midfielder of 
Pakistani descent, says. “My dream is to be the one.” 

While Nabi believes that an element of conservatism 
among parents still exists — “we were lucky because we 
were encouraged, but there’s a mentality that it’s a risky 
career choice” — he predicts an “Amir Khan effect” 
once a breakthrough is made. “After Khan won at the 
Olympics, there were loads of Muslims going to their 
local boxing club,” he says. “There needs to be a big 
name for parents to realise their kids can be a success.” 

That explains why expectations are so high for 
Dhanda. He first started to impress at West Brom 
before switching to Anfield in 2013, much to the chagrin 
of Albion’s Jeremy Peace, their chairman at the time. 
Dhanda has been a regular for England age-group 
teams and videos of him in action, not least one recent 
clip of a 6-0 win for Liverpool Under-23 against 
Rochdale in which he played a part in five goals, are 
going viral. “Of the current bunch at clubs, I think it’s 
going to be him,” Rihal says. “He’s got superstar 
material and is the type of player that we need.” 

Yet Dhanda’s background provides an insight into 
those old cultural barriers. Asked some time ago about 
which team he grew up following, he said: “I didn’t 
support anybody because my dad never did.” 

That approach has been recast but, according to 
Rihal, many Asians choose to support Liverpool or 
Manchester United rather than their local teams. 

Maybe that explains why there is little correlation 
between, to use an obvious example, Leicester, the only 
city in the country where the majority of the 
population are from ethnic backgrounds, and the make- 
up of the mostly white crowd at the King Power. 

There are some prominent groups, among them 
Bradford City’s Bangla Bantams and the Punjabi 
Wolves, but they are rare. “If you look at Leeds, which 
has a high Pakistani population, in the stands you 
would struggle to find many,” Rihal says, admitting that 
there are still stadiums where he feels uncomfortable. 

Similarly, when it comes to coaching, there is Asian 
talent on the periphery but nobody is close to the 
dugout. “The shortage of black managers is rightly 
being flagged up,” Gazi says. “We’re another 20 years 
behind that.” 

Rihal adds: “The industry is an old boys’ network 
where someone fresh on the scene is going to find it 
hard because they don’t know anybody.” 

For Gazi, a proportion of blame must also be directed 
towards the clubs. Sporting Bengal play near to the 
London Stadium, yet he says little interest is shown by 
West Ham United towards the Asian talent in their 
vicinity. “We still have issues where white men in their 
sixties and seventies are making the decisions,” Gazi 
says. “This is a big potential market but it’s untapped.” 

The composition of academies can also make it 
daunting for young players. “All you see is kids whose 
dads have been part of the club,” Gazi adds. “What 
chance does a minority kid have in that environment? 

If an Asian does get in, it’s so alien to them.” 

That may sound especially bleak but, until there is a 
Singh, Patel or a Khan on the back of a Premier League 
shirt, many Asian youngsters will remain on the 
perimeter, peering in with their dreams unfulfilled. 
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Why agents are much like second-hand 
car salesmen taking clients for a ride 

The only skill that they require is an ability to gain the trust of impressionable young minds 


I t is the juxtaposition between the skill of 
top players and the agents who represent 
them that is so jarring. Footballers are 
highly skilled individuals and have worked 
for years to reach the top. They are tested 
every weekend, their performances are 
deconstructed and, if they are not good 
enough, they sink into obscurity. 

They are the best of the best. Clubs may 
sometimes overpay for players, but this 
averages out in the long run. The only way 
that players, in the aggregate, command such 
impressive salaries and transfer fees is because 
there is sufficient demand from supporters and 
TV viewers, as well as sponsors and other 
stakeholders, to fund them. 

But what of their agents? What skills do 
they provide? In which market do they 
operate? If you ask the agents, the following 
answer will be eloquently volunteered: they 
provide help in navigating the complex waters 
of the game. They earn money from players 
for developing their careers and from clubs for 
providing information on talent that they 
might wish to recruit. 

The problem with this answer is twofold. 
First, given that most clubs have broad 
scouting networks and sophisticated data 
analysis, they rarely want for information on 
the kinds of players they need to purchase. It 
isn’t clear why they would need an agent — 
few of whom have any understanding of the 
game — for a steer on the best prospects. 

The second is that, anyway, the sums are 
wildly disproportionate. Why, for example, 
would Mino Raiola secure a reported 
£41 million from the sale of Paul Pogba from 
Juventus to Manchester United? Did United 
really need the insight of this Monaco-based 
49-year-old to secure the sale? Did Juventus 
really need Raiola to market the player to a 
club who knew him perfectly well, having 
previously employed him, and whom they had 
tracked ever since? 

Of course not. What agents are selling is not 


knowledge or skill, but privileged access to 
impressionable young minds. They have spent 
their time, not trying to understand football, or 
advertising, or anything else marginally useful, 
but how to win the trust of players, often at an 
age when they are highly impressionable. 

Once they have captured that trust, they can 
operate as gatekeepers, effectively controlling 
the career trajectories of youngsters who are 
hugely skilled on the field of play, but who 
have little training in contracts or commerce. 

The troubling thing about the sale of Pogba, 
therefore, wasn’t the money paid by United. If 
they overpaid for a player, that is their own 
stupid fault. The problem was the wedge 
driven between the effective sale and purchase 
price. This has led to allegations that Raiola 
owned a proportion of the commercial rights 
associated with Pogba, whether explicitly or 
implicitly, but regardless of the truth in this 
specific case, this is the way that agents have 
always made their money. 

What they are arbitrating is the ignorance 
and immaturity of their clients. The power 
they exploit, and the reason clubs are willing 
to pay them so much, is that of persuasion. 
“Yes, this is the club for you, David.” “This is 
where your career will take off, Jason”. With 
the hearts and minds of players (often 
children, teenagers or young adults) in their 
possession, clubs know that if they wish to 
obtain a signature, they must first convince the 
agent. With all clubs realising this, there is an 
implicit market created for these snakes in 
leather shoes. 

Economists have a ready-made term for this, 
by the way: adverse selection. This describes a 
situation where there is asymmetric 
information between buyer and seller. The 
classic case is second-hand cars, where the 
dealer knows a particular model is a dud, but 
the buyer cannot tell until six months down 
the line, when it breaks down. By then, of 
course, it is too late. 

The asymmetric information in football is 
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not between agents and clubs, or between 
buyers and sellers, but between agents and 
players. The player has a market price 
(encompassing a combination of transfer fee 
and salary) based on the success and revenue 
that he can bring to a club. He has created this 
value through hard work and skill. But the 
player doesn’t know his precise value or the 
menu of opportunities in the global 
marketplace, and so relies on an agent to guide 
him. The role of the agent, therefore, 
embodies a fiduciary duty. 

But it is here that the asymmetric 
information comes into play, for the agent has 
an incentive to guide his client not to the club 
who will benefit the player the most, but the 
deal that benefits the agent the most. 
Sometimes, these two things coincide, but 
often they do not, which is why agents 
effectively make money at the expense of the 


very people that they are paid to represent. 
This assertion is inarguable. Why else did 
Premier League clubs pay £174 million to 
agents in the past year? 

Raiola, of course, takes his work seriously. 

He once painted the house of a client who had 
moved from a club in the Netherlands to one 
in Italy. This wasn’t an agent offering a service 
in the hope of being paid a fair rate for the job, 
however. Few agents would be willing to work 
for the kind of money that accrues to 
decorators. No, this was about gaining trust, 
establishing the sense that, “I am doing what is 
best for you, son”. It is like a second-hand car 
salesman offering a glass of champagne during 
the pitch. The real money is made after trust 
has been established and the informational 
asymmetry can come fully into play. 

How to solve the problem? Preventing clubs 
from paying agents may help, although I 
suspect that it would also create unintended 
consequences. Transparency in contracts and 
payments would also assist, as would a website 
that exposes dubious agents, such as that 
which exists for rogue traders. But the 
strongest check on malpractice would be the 
education of players, empowering them to 
understand the Machiavellian antics of agents. 
This is a big task, however, given the 
clandestine arrangements that representatives 
make for clients, many of whom are fresh out 
of school. 

I am a firm believer in free markets, not 
least because of the power and beauty of 
voluntary exchange. What agents represent, 
however, is market failure. They stand in the 
way of free exchange and obfuscate wealth 
creation. The only way such an astonishing 
wedge can be driven between buyers and 
sellers in a transparent market (ie the market 
for players) is when kickbacks are implicitly in 
play. There are many clean and diligent 
agents, to be sure, but the majority are 
talentless second-hand car salesmen taking 
their clients for a ride. 
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